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If there was ever a horse who deserved to win a Group 
One race in the New Zealand harness landscape, you 
would be hard pressed to find a more deserving pacer 
then Classie Brigade.

The son of Bettor’s Delight is the Matt Todd of the open 
class ranks in the respect he has spent much of his career 
playing second fiddle for higher honours due to running 
into his Richie McCaw in Lazarus.

A little like Matt Todd, even with the departure of Richie 
McCaw he has found himself a little older and once again 
running into one or two that are coming through the 
ranks.

Seven times he was beaten by Lazarus but none of his 
runs were more gallant then when he set up a then New 
Zealand record in the derby doing all the donkey work, 
only to have the champion Laz draw a length clear inside 
the last 50m.

Chasing the champ clearly took its toll with injury niggles 
plaguing much of his last few seasons, however he is 
thriving on the beach at Woodend with the Dunn’s and 
his win in the Kaikoura Cup was a nice reward for a solid 
season that started with a win in the Maurice Holmes 
Vase.

North Island breeder Sherryl Matthews was thrilled to see 
the horse she and her parents  bred on target for a start 
in the New Zealand Cup.

“I didn’t see his win in the Kaikoura Cup because I was at 
work. Mum is lucky like that, she could watch the race and 
she recorded it for me. I wasn’t confident because of his 
draw and the strength of the field but when I got home 
and asked how he got on I was thrilled to hear he had 
won the race,” she said.

Classie Brigade has some breeding about him being out 
of classy racemare Trigirl Brigade.

“We had so much fun racing her with the Neals. They 
were the perfect trainers for her because of their patience 
and they know how to get the best put of horses, working 
around the horse and not the other way around. The best 
way I can describe it is that Trigirl had a lot of spirit about 
her and they looked after her perfectly.

Trigirl Brigade won at her first start for Sean McCaffrey 
before being sent for a spell at the end of her three year 

Brad Reid

CLASSIE WIN IN 
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Classie Brigade wins the Kaikoura Cup in the hands of John Dunn

old season. Andrew & Lyn Neal were asked to 
graze and then jog the horse who had more than a 
few tricks.

“Sean sent to her to us because him and her 
regular driver Maurice were having issues with 
her attitude. When we first put her on the jogger, 
we didn’t need any petrol in the truck because 
she basically pushed the jogger around the track 
herself for 5 laps and would work herself into a 
right state,” said Andrew.

“The whole family had a bit of attitude but she was 
a typical Mach Three mare in the sense she was 
very headstrong. 

“She won her first start for us and I think being on 
the farm with less horses helped calm her down a 
bit and from there she just keeped improving.

She would win her second start for the Neal’s 
before lining up in the Northern Standardbred 
Breeders stakes as the rank outsider of the field.

Snaring the one out two back, the bonnie mare 
took exception to being in the running line drifting 
abck 6 lengths last at one stage before improving 
three wide at the 800m and running past the 

Purdon trained Reine Guinevere and Fight Fire With Fire in 
the straight to win the Group 3 feature.

“That was a huge thrill that night as Mum, Dad and 
myself were all on the track,” said Matthews.

She showed her class later that season running Kiwi 
Ingenuity to a length in the Four Year Old Diamond after 
getting on her back at the 1000m mark having both 
drawn 12 & 13.

Taking ground off the champion mare in the last 50m was 
a testament to her courage considering they went what 
was then a New Zealand record for the mile.

The run that team Trigirl point too as their proudest was 
running the millionaire Changeover to second in the 
Flying Mile at Cambridge having sat parked the journey.

“We were a little unlucky that night that we didn’t find the 
front and trail Changeover,” said Neal.

“Peter Ferguson and St Barts were inside us and had just 
about missed the gate but got there with a head of steam 
up and held us out which made it tough,” he said.

With the likes of Highview Tommy, Pembrook Benny, 
Ohoka Dallas and Lauraella in the field they had every 
reason to be proud of the mare.
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Before Classie and Trigirl there was Smithies 
Delight who has been a wonderful producer for 
Matthews and her parents.

“How we got involved initially was simply 
answering an advert in the paper which was 
placed by Dave Phillips of National Bloodstock. 
He was calling for interested parties to breed 
standardbreds and we gave him a call which 
turned out to be the old Red Vale Syndicates.

“I ended up breeding from a mare called Smithie’s 
Choice who had two filly foals, Smithies Delight and 
Colour Scheme,” she said.

“We raced Smithie’s Delight with Richard Brosnan 
and she was an honest mare who always tried 
hard.

Smithies Delight would win twice and place on 
10 occasions taking a 1.58 mark for a mile in her 
second win at Thames on the grass.

As a broodmare her first foal Trigirl Brigade hit 
the ground running. But so too did the rest of her 
progeny with her first 7 foals all qualifying.

Third foal Delight Brigade was another honest 
performer having racked up $150,000 in stakes 
and multiple Group Race placings including a third 
behind Smolda in the Franklin Cup.

“We had to say goodbye to Smithie this year which 
was very sad. She was 23 and had done everything 

she could and was the sort of mare who put everything 
into her foals and left nothing for herself,” said Matthews.

In Trigirl Brigade they have a more then capable mare to 
go on with as her deeds extend beyond that of her first 
foal Classie Brigade.

Her second foal, a full sister to Classie Brigade named 
Trilight Brigade has won 14 races for her Australian 
connections and ran in the money a further 19 times.

The third foal also by Bettor’s is a full brother again and 
while not as ‘Classie’ as his older bro has proved an 
honest type down in the Nathan Williamson barn winning 
4 and placing in 10.

The fourth foal has not shown the ability of the first 
three but being another Bettor’s will make a valuable 
broodmare addition in her own right when bred from this 
season or next, leaving just a Rock N Roll  Heaven two 
year old sold to Australia and a Rock N Roll Heaven filly 
foaled this season.

No decision has been made to a consort this year.

The breed that Matthews and her family have been 
associated with for 23 years will enjoy another special 
moment on Tuesday when Classie brigade becomes the 
first to line up in the Cup.

“It will be our first starter as breeders in the New Zealand 
cup and we just want to see the horse do well on the day 
for his owners,” she said.

Due to an impending council rule change, our latest project has an estimated return for our investment client of:

39% return over
a 6 month period
Total investment for this project
is $125,835.

We have been building in Rolleston 
for over 12 years and have a
trusted formula that works,
so if you are looking for a safe, 
passive investment opportunity;

click here for details

Build prosperity
through property

https://www.rentalpropertyteam.co.nz/?fbclid=IwAR1EkPADb0S4ipyghDozpJPoiaa7b3elgmB7x5yPtHvV194bx6r6ZE1LqLg
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Wild Excuse winning at Ashburton last Sunday

At one time there was ‘set’ against embryo 
transfers in that many people doubted a good 
horse could result from one.

In much the same way there was a stigma about 
foals resulting from transported semen much 
earlier and more recently against frozen semen.

These sort of ‘old wives tales’ mostly emanated 
from people still living in the 60s who were having 
trouble embracing new technologies and some 
never got around to even owning a computer or 
mobile phone.

These sort of myths have been well and truly 
dispelled of course and if we take another look 
at ETs, more recently there has been no better 
example than Star Of Venus.

She had a near-death experience with her first foal 
and her seven foals since have all been embryo 
transfers.

As things stand at the moment, her first five foals 
would all be sub-1.55 performers but for one in 
Caviar Star having taken a record of 1.55.2.

A sub-1.55 record for that five-year-old son of 
Betterthancheddar is almost certainly just a matter 
of time as he has been placed in under 1.55 on 
several occasions at Gloucester Park, including a 
second in 1.53.2 in the autumn.

Of course there will be broodmares in America with 
comparable if not better records, but you won’t find 
one in this part of the world with a record of five 
foals for five in 1.55.

And the fifth foal is Self Assured, the late bloomer 
from the All Stars who is on track to do a Turn It Up.

As a four-year-old last season, Turn It Up won the 
Auckland Cup in his ninth race and later he added 
the Easter Cup and a Harness Emerald.

Had the draws been reversed in the Taylor Mile 
and Messenger, Turn It Up probably would have 

Frank Marrion

SELF ASSURED LATEST EXAMPLE THAT 
THERE SHOULD BE NO CONCERNS 
WITH ETS

beaten Spankem in one if not both races and been Horse 
of the Year.

Some would argue he should have been regardless given 
his meteoric rise to stardom.

Self Assured is a four-year-old who has won six of 
eight races to date and he will probably tackle the New 
Zealand FFA next week at start No.10, assuming he lines 
up in a FFA on Cup Day.

He was a half-head second to Ultimate Sniper when 
resuming at Addington this season and then produced 
the run of the race when third in the Ashburton Flying 
Stakes after being camped three-wide in the open during 
closing sectionals in 54 and 27.

Self Assured qualified as a two-year-old in February last 
year, but didn’t begin racing until May this year.

Wellington breeder Reg Caldow, who sold Self Assured at 
the Premier Sale for $110,000 to Jean Feiss, understands 
that “he used to be so full of himself that he would do silly 
things in training and hurt himself”.

No surprises then that he has been gelded along the way.



This is of course the family of Tabella Beth and 
Lazarus among others once again and Caldow has 
had one hell of ride with it.

He was overjoyed to acquire Starlitnight as a 
broodmare some 20 years ago from Dave Phillips.

An unraced half-sister to Stars And Stripes and 
Light And Sound, being a daughter of Tuapeka 
Knight and Southland Oaks winner Star Of 
Bethlehem, herself a sister to Spirit Of Zeus, 
Starlitnight wouldn’t produce a foal for five years 
and Caldow also discovered she wouldn’t go in foal 
when she had a foal on her.

As such the now 25-year-old has only produced 
seven foals in total to date, which include Star 
Galleria and a good performer in Night Of The 
Stars , who was third at the Jewels as a juvenile.

She only produced one filly in Star Of Venus (TT1.53, 
2 wins) and she was precariously close to being lost 
from the start as a broodmare.

“They think she was kicked internally while foaling 
and she spent six hours on an operating table,” 
said Caldow.

“Hamish Rankin and his team did an amazing job 
to save her but even the next day, I was advised 
that she probably wasn’t going to make it.

“I’m told she was lying down waiting to die, but 
when they brought her foal around the corner, her 
head became erect.

“That night she had a second op for four hours 
to remove eight foot of bowel and in the end she 
made an amazing recovery.

“(Vet) Becky Reid nursed the foal through but I was 
told that Star Of Venus would never be able to 
carry a foal again.”

That first foal was Star Of Dionysis (Aus1.53.6, 5 NZ 
& 7 Aus wins, $119,000) and her ETs since have been 
Vega Star (Aus1.51.1, 1 NZ & 17 Aus wins, $121,000), 
Star Of Memphis (Aus1.52.9, 1 NZ win on debut & 13 
Aus wins, $123,000), Caviar Star (Aus1.55.2, 4 NZ & 8 
Aus wins, $137,000) and Self Assured (Aus1.54.1).

The latter is the best one by a street having glided 
through the G3 McMullen FFA (beating Alta 
Orlando), G3 South East Derby and G1 Queensland 
Derby at Albion Park in July.

No surprises there as the inherent speed factor in 
a mare bred on a Christian Cullen-Tuapeka Knight 
cross was the perfect foil for Bettor’s Delight.

Caldow raced Star Of Venus’ first four foals before selling 
them to Australia after being “discouraged” from entering 
them at the yearling sales.

Those four foals may not have been by overly commercial 
sires at the time in American Ideal, Real Desire, Rock N 
Roll Heaven and Betterthencheddar, and perhaps the 
family had been through a little bit of a flat patch until 
Lazarus and Star Galleria came along, but that advice 
was still a little hard to fathom.

There has been a succession of top priced yearlings from 
the family over the years, including a Christian Cullen filly 
who topped the 2006 Premier Sale at $210,000, but there 
were no such problems when Star Of Venus produced her 
first foal by Bettor’s Delight in Self Assured.

And he is just one more example of that Golden Cross 
over a Christian Cullen mare.

Star Of Venus has since produced three more foals by 
Bettor’s Delight including her sole filly to date in The 
Morning Star, a two-year-old which Caldow has in work 
with son-in-law Jimmy Curtin.

The three-year-old Stars N Bars was sold at the Premier 
for $50,000 to a client of Clark Barron and while he 
qualified in August, he is not looking a shadow of Self 
Assured at this stage.

A yearling colt has already been sold by Caldow to Russell 
Nieper and is also with Curtin, while Star Of Venus had to 
be put down late last year, probably due to complications 
from that traumatic first foal.    

“Old Starlitnight is still around though and I’m still 
breeding from her in partnership with Alabar – we sold 
an Art Major colt as a weanling at Karaka last year for 
$44,000.

“Now she’s in foal again to Art Major via an embryo 
transfer and is due during the third week of November.”

That brother or sister to Star Galleria will probably go on 
the market one day as well and it will be interesting to see 
if that ‘set’ still exists against ETs. 

Probably not but then again some myths never die.
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SHORT SNIPPETS

NEW ZEALAND CUP SNIPPETS

Sires Represented  Broodmare Sires Represented

Bettor’s Delight: 4 Christian Cullen: 3

Mach Three: 3  Falcon Seelster: 2

Christian Cullen: 1 Classic Garry: 1

Sportswriter: 1  Village Jasper: 1

Betterthancheddar: 1 Holmes Hanover: 1

Falcon Seelster: 1 Mach Three: 1

Rock N Roll Heaven: 1 Life Sign: 1

Auckland Reactor: 1 Jeremes Jet & Soky’s Atom: 1

SHARTIN GOES FOR HORSE OF THE YEAR TITLE

Rank Name (First Place Votes) Age/Gait/Sex Record  Earnings  Points Pvs

1 Shartin N (17)   6pm  17-14-2-0 $920,177  306 1

2 Greenshoe (11)   3tc  13-10-3-0 $1,277,049  282 2

3 Bettor’s Wish (1)   3pc  17-12-5-0 $1,436,445  255 3

4 Warrawee Ubeaut (5)  3pf  17-12-2-3 $923,898  251 4

5 Manchego (1)   4tm  15-7-0-0 $485,038  189 5

6 Real Cool Sam   2tg  10-9-0-0 $497,774  88 6

7 Gimpanzee   3tc  12-7-1-2  $997,163  86 7

8 Tall Dark Stranger  2pc  9-8-1-0  $717,514   75 8

9 Lather Up   4ph  12-8-1-1  $768,011  70 9

10 McWicked   8ph  16-6-3-3 $1,017,466  63 10

• Bettor’s Delight is looking for his 6th win in the great 
race as a sire, and remarkably his 6th in a row. 

• Vance Hanover, Wrack and Bettor’s Delight are the 
most winning Sires of the race with 5 credits with 
Bettor’s a huge chance to become the leader here 
after Tuesday.

• U Scott is the leading Broodmare Sire with 5 credits, 
Smooth Fella with 4, Light Brigade, Noodlum, Live Or 
Die, Dale Axworthy and Dan Direct all have 3 wins.

•The N1 family tracing back to Pride of Lincoln is 
the most winning family in Cup history with 6 wins. 
Progeny include Christian Cullen, Wildwood Junior, 
Invicta, Bee Bee Cee & Author Dillon

ALSO:  Caviart Ally 49; Atlanta 48; Dancin Lou 
29; Southwind Ozzi 24; Bold Eagle 16; Papi Rob 
Hanover 15; Ramona Hill 13; Amigo Volo 10; 
Winndevie 9; Forbidden Trade 8; Lyons Sentinel, 
Six Pack 6; Elver Hanover, Millies Possesion 5; 
American History, Reflect With Me 4; Emoticon 
Hanover 3; The Ice Dutchess 2; Captain Crunch, 
Don’t Let’em, Guardian Angel AS, When Dovescry 1.

Following from her Breeders Crown disappointment, 
Shartin still holds a slender lead in her quest to become 
the first horse from outside of North America to be 
crowned with Horse of the Year honours.

She was beaten into second in the Open Mares Final by 
her arch rival Caviart Ally for second time this season. A 
win would have probably shut the gate on her closest 
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QUALITY IN FOAL 
BROODMARES  & 
WEANLINGS FOR 
SALE
The NZSBA currently has 
multiple listings of 
well-bred mares for sale/
lease/free.

To find out more information 
and to see what is available, 
please click here.

This will direct you to our 
website, and then click the 
For Sale/Lease heading in the 
navigation bar.
 

rivals and with most of the major stakes races now 
over, the final round of voting will be interesting 
to say the least. With a stud career beckoning 
Greenshoe and the political landscape likely 
against her, it is now left to her winning the TVG 
Mare Pace (23 Nov) and then the voting racing 
media.

Shartin was forced to work off the gate from pole 
position in a 25 second first quarter where she 
surrendered the lead, only to go out and resume 
from the front with half a mile to go. Caviart Ally 
came from off the speed to run past the NZ mare 
who was gallant in holding on to second placing 
despite being beaten a long way from home.

Australian reinsman Andrew McCarthy is the 
regular pilot for Caviart Ally and he had the 
following to say;

“She’s been terrific all year, I just haven’t been able 
to get the better of Shartin until now,” McCarthy 
said. “It does feel good. That rivalry, I think it’s 
a good rivalry as much as any rivalry. Even 
though Shartin has had the better of us all year, 
it still is a rivalry. When people turn on that race, 
they’re wondering how it’s going to go down. I think 
we put on good racing. I think it’s very good for 
racing. It’s very cool to watch and even more to be 
a part of it.”

We cross our fingers and toes the great mare 
bounces back and makes another slice of history 
with Horse of the year honours.

SHAN NOBLE 
-HANDSOME IS AS 
HANDSOME DOES
By Dave McCarthy C/O All Stars Racing Website

Later in the season we are likely to witness the debut 
of one of the more fascinating of All Stars graduates 
from the  Yearling Sales in the form of Shan Noble, 
the first horse trained by Mark for successful northern 
businessman and racing owner, Gerald Shand.

After an anonymous kind of start to his education, Shan 
Noble has blossomed in recent times and looks sure to 
make the grade as a juvenile.

“He has really gone ahead in recent weeks and got down 
to some nice sectionals this time in” Mark said.

“He has had a little setback which needs a bit of a rest but 
all should be well for the summer.”

All of which is very promising for a horse who has a lot 
more going for him than most.

His dam of course is the well-known Nearea Franco one 
of the several outstanding FORMULA racemares left by 
Badlands Hanover.
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Nearea Franco’s dam was the American mare No 
Paba, imported to Australia and a half-sister to 
Beach Towel the champion and Horse of the Year 
of 1990 . 

He set an all-time (until then) single season record 
as a three year old of more than $US2m sweeping 
races like the Little Brown Jug (beating In the 
Pocket)  Meadowlands Pace, Adios Pace and the 
Breeders Crown.

Beach Towel is a reminder that Americans do not 
spare their youngsters like we do even though they 
turn out champions at stud afterward.

Beach Towel won 11 of 13 races as a two year 
old but nothing really major after suffering from 
allergies. 

At three he started 23 times and won 18,all in sub 
1.55. At stud he left the winners of $US47m with 
Jennas Beach Boy in 1.47.6 , then a world race 
record, dominating. But these career stats can be a 
little misleading perhaps, in terms of fashion.

He was an early success for co-owner 
Seth Rosenfeld’s “buy cheap, sell fast” 
philosophy when he first started out 

Nearea Franco

putting his advanced pedigree knowledge into 
practical action. Rosenfeld formed a syndicate 
(Uptown Stables) and bought 5 or 6 horses 
a year going below their value which meant 
missing out on most of the lots he bid on. 

So Beach Towel, though from Stoner Creek Stud,  did not 
have an especially attractive pedigree to many would- be 
buyers (he had been a $US22,000 yearling) and did not 
stand at one of the glamour studs. His sire, French Chef, 
was a sensational juvenile who set three world records in 
three weeks at that age winning 21 of 23 starts -though he 
did not reproduce that form at three.

Though he left 8 in 1.50 there and was most decidedly a 
success Beach Towel  was exported to New Zealand as 
an older horse . French Chef and Jenna’s Beach Boy also 
ended up in Australasia as did Frugal Gourmet another 
star of the tribe and also a home bred bargain. 

Beach Towel stood at Woodlands but after two big 
seasons ( 272 mares) he was out of service for the next 
two and any impetus was lost. He died on Puketutu Island 
in 2009. He had left some fast horses here including 
Beach Romance (1.49.6)

Far away from North America he had the last laugh at the 
experts by siring the dam of Somebeachsomewhere who 
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was also not the most sought after yearling around 
because of his pedigree.

The “set” against French Chef probably concerned 
the fact that his dam was wholly trotting bred and 
American pacing breeders hate surprises.

A full brother to French Chef, Plat Du Jour, came to 
New Zealand and received mixed reviews. He left 
some very good horses, Gina Rosa being one, and 
most were tough sturdy types. But he also left a lot 
of trotters and as in America many breeders here 
are code specific.

He was well promoted and strongly supported 
in his early seasons though that support faded 
later. Almost 50 per cent of his stakes won were by 
trotters.

No Paba was so named because while horses 
can be affected by sunburn and are treated for 
it, one of the common elements of sun protection, 
Paba, causes major problems  if used on animals, 
especially horses.

The family earlier thrived on a number of  crosses 
involving Bye Bye Byrd the great pacer of the 1950’s 
and 1960’s who tackled imported New Zealand 
stars like Cardigan Bay. His son Armbro Nesbitt 
sired  Sunburn, a fair performer, from a mare 
from Dottie’s Pick, a champion mare whose sons 
Armbro Hurricane and Eagle Armbro came to New 
Zealand- with mixed success.

The next dam Sunbelle Hanover was bred on the 
once so fashionable Tar Heel-Adios cross but to 
no avail winning a whole $20. The next  Suave 
Hanover managed $US5300.

However this family , chiefly through the next dam 
Shy Ann, seems to have had a great fascination for 
New Zealand breeders .

Shy Ann left Captain Adios and Dick Adios who 
both came here as stallions, and also Adios Betty 
a cracking race mare whose sons Tarport Coulter 
and Tarport Kid came to New Zealand and 
Australia.

Captain Adios, a brother of  Adios Betty, died 
after three seasons following an accident which 
caused a leg injury. He left 14 winners here but 
held a big reputation, latterly  chiefly because of 
his daughters. Adio Star left a record number of 
Derby winners and Deft left Noodlum and Olga 
Korbut and they were two of the more famous 
Broodmares of the Year. There were also  track 
stars like Jay Ar and Garcon D’or.

Tarport Coulter and Tarport Kid were not greatly 
successful but they have one remarkable record Down 
Under.

Tarport Coulter was the sire of one of New 
Zealand’s most famous trotters, the pacing 
bred Scotch Tar, while almost at the same 
time Tarport Kid was the damsire of one of 
Australian trotting’s true greats in the pacing 
bred Scotch Notch! 

However back to the present. The cross of Bettor’s Delight 
with Badlands Hanover mares has had its moments but 
has not been a memorable one to date. Possibly the best 
known are the mares Delishka (1.50.6) and Delightful 
Memphis (1.51.4), King Solomon was an earlier All Star 
bred on this cross.

Badlands has always been an enigma in New Zealand, 
dismissed by many as a disappointment but capable 
leaving some of the best racemares of their time including 
the brilliant Nearea Franco.

His  pedigree leant heavily on  Meadow Skipper and not 
surprisingly many of his best offspring were from Adios 
and Volomite line mares.

Any reservations about the Bettor’s -Badlands cross must 
be tempered by the number of times it was tried and with 
what backup pedigrees involved so Shan Noble gets a 
clear run on that score.

Now he is readying for a clear run on the track And the 
family history is positive in that respect.

Nearea Franco’s first foal Nike Franco , an 
embryo transplant foal by McArdle, was 
sold after one race in New Zealand but was 
something of a star in Australia.

At three she won the Raith Memorial the Gold Coast and 
Queensland Oaks and heats of the both the Victoria and 
NSW Oaks. She then went on to win the $100,000 Westral 
Mares Classic in Perth and ran third in the Ladyship Mile 
won by Frith.

Running second, driven by Mark, was Willow and possibly 
Mark remembered the occasion when bidding on Nike 
Franco’s half-brother.

At her final appearance in Australia she won the Queen of 
the Pacific at Melton rating 1.56.7 over 2760m.

She then went to the US where she has won in 1.48.

Those are the sort of performances Gerald Shand and 
Mark and Natalie hope Shan Noble can match. And if 
looks are anything to go by they won’t be disappointed.
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CIRCUS FLYER 
FAIR FLYING
Duane Ranger

Soft palate breathing problems might have 
curtailed her racing career after just 14 starts, 
but Circus Flyer has developed into one hell of a 
broodmare.

The 11-year-old Falcon Seelster – Soleil D’Or (by In 
The Pocket) mare left two winners within the space 
of an hour at Alexandra Park on Friday 25 October.

The Barry Purdon trained and Nathan Delany 
driven Flying Finn (by Bettor’s Delight) won the 
second event, and then two races later Purdon 
again triumphed again with ‘Flynn’s’ little half 
brother, Major Jellis (by Art Major). Scott Phelan 
was the pilot.

Their older brother also raced at Tabcorp Park 
Melton the following night. Raptor’s Flight (by 
Bettor’s Delight), was going for ninth win in 10 starts 
over there, but finished sixth in race five.

The trio were bred by their owners Lynn Watts, 
Simon Ellis, Ross Britten, Harold Callagher, and 
Brian Wilson.

When most horsemen will explain to you how talent 
comes largely from the stallion, Barry Purdon will 
tell you different when it comes to Circus Flyer.

“Barry knew just how great a mother she was and 
still is. Not only does she nurture her babies so 
thoroughly, but she looks after and disciplines them 
so well. 

“They get the best possible start in life. She’s like 
a human Mum – caring and loving. She teaches 
them the ropes and they grow into strong, sensible, 
and life wary horses,” Watts said.

However, the same could not be said of Circus 
Flyer on the racetrack. The $30,000 yearling 
purchase suffered from dorsal displacement of the 
soft palate, which is a disorder of the upper airway 
in horses.

She did win a race for Geoff and Ian Small at on 
the Pukekohe grass track on March 6, 2012, but 
was never the same after she collapsed on the 
racetrack.

“That was before she underwent two operations, 

but she was never the same after that. When you put the 
gear on her before a race, she would shake with fear. 

“She was terrified and we knew that, and there was no 
way we were going to put her through any more turmoil 
and we retired her after her last workout at Auckland in 
November 2012,”Watts said.

“We put her straight to Bettor’s Delight and Raptor’s Flight 
was born in December 2013,” she added.

Raptor’s Flight won five of his 34 starts for Purdon, and 
then when he “met his mark” here he was exported to 
Australia in June this year.

Since then the 6-year-old brown gelding has taken 
Victorian harness racing by storm winning his first seven 
starts in a row.

“David (Aiken) and Kima Frenning have given him a new 
lease on life. Simon, Harold, Ross and Michelle Woolley, 
also share in his ownership with me,” Watts said.

Circus Flyer didn’t foal in 2014, but on September 5, 2015, 
Flying Finn was born. Then the following year (September 
26, 2016) Major Jellis came into the world.

“Just looking at them the other night in the Alexandra Park 
stables you would never think they are half-brothers. They 
are like chalk and cheese.

Circus Flyer’s new-born Art Major filly
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“Major Jellis stood head and shoulders above his 
older brother. Flying Finn is so tiny beside him. My 
husband Wayne, who does all the work with the 
horses, said he looks like Chicago Bull, and boy is 
he strong – he never stops trying. ‘Finn’ does take 
longer though to recover from his races, Barry 
said.”

Ellis said they never bred from the mare in 2017, but 
in 2018 they lost a Sweet Lou colt.

“He was a gorgeous looking little fella, who just 
collapsed in his paddock one night. He was only 
a couple of months old and vets thought he may 
have succumbed to salmonella. 

“They thought he may have ingested an infectious 
bird. That was devastating because he was such a 
good looker and could have been as good, if not 
better than his older brothers.

After producing three sons Circus Flyer left an Art 
Major filly (pictured) in mid September, and boy 
was Ellis and her fellow owners happy.

“We so wanted a girl and when Woodlands Stud 
phoned emailed us we were over the moon. She’s 
as big as can be. Very tall. We will definitely be 
breeding from her one day,” Watts said.

Circus Flyer is currently in foal to Bettor’s Delight.

Watts said when they went she went to the 2010 
Australasian Classic Yearling sale at karaka, she 
was a breeding novice.

“I picked out Circus Flyer because I simply loved 
the look of her, but to be honest i knew nothing. 
Because of that I thought why not do the best by 
her and send her to the best. That’s why she ended 
up with Barry and then Woodlands Stud.

“Simon also liked her because she was related 
to the good multiple Group One winning mare, 
Lauraella,” Watts said.

Lauraella was out of Black Mairie (by Falcon 
Seelster), in in turn was out of the 1990 Vance 
Hanover – Black Watch mare Corbie.

Corbie is the grand-dam of Circus Flyer.

“They all stem from Sandy Yarndley’s good breed 
which has produced many great horses over the 
years. Lots of Group winners,” Watts said.

His dam of course is the well-known Nearea 
Franco one of the several outstanding FORMULA 
racemares left by Badlands Hanover.

TAXATION, INLAND 
REVIEW AND ALL 
THINGS BREEDING 
AND RACING
John Mooney

For the last four years I have been working with the 
NZ Racing Board, NZ Thoroughbred Racing and NZ 
Thoroughbred Breeders in a small equine industry 
taxation group on various issues GST and income tax 
issues that affect breeding and racing. NZRB has been 
generous in funding technical and legal advice.

The IRD has issued various policy documents recently 
on these topics. In additional the law was changed 
to provide for the special deductions for ‘high-priced’ 
yearlings.  It seems that very few if any took up 
these concessions from either the thoroughbred or 
standardbred sales.

Our group has the impression that new investment is 
being discourage by the why the IRD is implementing 
what we all thought was settled law.  That is not the 
intention of the Racing Minister.

It seems that the IRD is quite active in reviewing equine 
GST registrations and some income tax claims.  Our 
group has seen cases of what we believe to be are 
inconsistent applications of the law. Most racing 
syndicates cannot register for GST with the IRD of the view 
that they do not constitute a taxable activity primarily 
because the participation is in the nature of a hobby. But 
it can be done and the IRD policy document supports this.

If you have any experiences about your GST registration 
or income tax for either racing or breeding I’d be pleased 
if you could let me know. This is on a strictly confidential 
basis. No identifying details will be shared without your 
consent in writing.  Our equine taxation group is trying to 
assess if there  are issues, what are they and what is the 
scale?

Looking forward to hearing from you: 
john Mooney 021 614 190 or john@thebreeders.co.nz

mailto:john%40thebreeders.co.nz?subject=
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GOOD AND BAD 
TALKING POINTS 
SURROUND 
MATUA TANA 
THIS SEASON
Frank Marrion

There have been few bigger talking points this 
season than the form of giant trotter Matua Tana, 
for good and bad reasons.

Things began on a very bright note when the 
six-year-old son of Love You reappeared from 
the Hope stable at the Rangiora trials in early 
September as a two-win horse and jogged a last 
quarter in 28 to easily hold out Didjabringthebeers, 
Winterfell and other open class trotters.

A week later he was rank early in a rare sight of the 
mobile at Addington, but he eventually bolted in by 
some eight lengths with Ricky May singing ragtime.

Matua Tana

Then the Hopes raised eyebrows by dropping Matua 
Tana into the G3 Banks Peninsula Trotting Cup as a 
10-start, three-win horse.

He was also rank at the start there and tailed off early 
and still last as they swung for home.

How Matua Tana got to within five lengths of the winner 
in finishing fourth and beat home Winterfell was one of 
the big talking points of the spring.

He has since been down the track in three races as the 
favourite and those sort of thoughts and conversations 
are probably best not repeated.

“I was talking to Greg (Hope) one day and he said he 
was going to Motukarara,” said Leeston breeder and co-
owner Ben Smith.

“I’d looked at the programme and couldn’t see a race for 
him, but then I realized he was talking about the Cup.

“After that the pole and the blinds went on and he began 
misbehaving any worse.

“The gear came off for a trial last week (at Rangiora on 
Oct 30) and he was good there though.

“Paul (previous trainer Nairn) always said he was never 
going to be a perfect trotter and be a bit roguey.
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“He’s still just a big baby and a bit of a goof, but 
hopefully we can get him ironed out to some 
degree in time.”

Matua Tana won that trial in fine style and 
furthered a record to date where simply ‘if he 
trots he wins’ as he heads towards the two mile 
handicap on Cup Day.

Matua Tana was always going to need time 
to grow into his massive frame and Paul Nairn 
didn’t produce him until the Westport meeting at 
Christmas when he was a five year-old.

He hadn’t been sighted since a lone qualifying 
trial six months earlier at Rangiora, which he won 
without doing anything out of the ordinary.

But he arrived on the Coast with a big reputation 
and was sent off a hot favourite, but failed both 
days.

But he showed his worth in winning easily at 
Reefton before being tipped out.

“I jogged him up for a month and as we knew he 
was better right-handed we figured he would be 
better off racing in Auckland over the winter.

“So we sent him up to Bernie Hackett and Michelle 
Wallis and when they went to the Cavalcade and 
were away in Canada for five weeks, Robbie Close 
went up there to look after their team and drove 
him to win in July (by over five lengths).

“Then we began looking at programmes in August 
and realized there was very little for him outside 
of coming up against open class trotters, so it was 
decided to bring him home.

“I was driving with Paul one day when he said he 
was full and couldn’t take any more horses, so I 
offered him to Greg.

“I’ve since learned that if I mentioned it was Matua 
Tana that was coming back, Paul would have 
made room for him.”

So it is just onwards and upwards from here for 
Smith with just a minor negative from a breeding 
perspective.

Matua Tana is the seventh foal from Kahola and 
is a half brother to good trotters in Kahdon and 
Matatoki along with a promising one in Kapai.

Kahola’s first three foals were fillies and she has 
since produced eight straight colts.

Having sold those fillies, it’s looking quite likely that 

Smith is going to be left high and dry without one from 
Kahola.

A Chiola Hanover daughter of broodmare gem Kahu Del, 
Kahola came with a gait issue but she showed her worth 
on one occasion when almost tearing off the 3YO Trotting 
Oaks won by Gina’s Brightest, with eight lengths to the 
rest.

Kahdon was the first foal from Kahola and she was 
brilliant at three, winning the Sires Stakes in Auckland and 
then the Northern Derby before Smith sold her for big 
money to Peter Chambers on the eve of the Jewels, where 
she was upset by Vulcan.

She then bolted away with the Victoria Trotters Oaks, only 
to be tragically lost to what was thought to be a kidney 
infection.

Smith had sold a sister in Smitten at the yearling sales to 
Wellington’s Mark Nickel and she won a race before her 
first four foals proved fillies, including last season’s smart 
juvenile in Kahress, a daughter of Muscle Hill who was 
fourth at the Jewels.

Smith retained a daughter of Dream Vacation in 
Kahmotion and she had just three starts, finishing second 
at Westport as a three-year-old behind Clifton Clowers 
some seven years ago.

She would be sold as a broodmare to Victoria’s Pat 
Driscoll, and her first foal for him is last season’s dual two-
year-old winner Montpellier, a colt by Orlando Vici.

Kahola’s colt foals since have been a bit of a mixed bag.

Matatoki looked very good winning four races from 
nine starts under Bob Butt before he was sold for good 
money to Merv Butterworth and won five races for 
Kerryn Manning, but he has since proved a bit of a 
disappointment in Australia and is now battling away at 
Albion Park.

The Love You colt Matua went unraced with stifle issues 
while Manaaki and Whangamata raced but just battled 
as maidens.

Kahola’s last two foals are colts by Andover Hall and 
Smith retained the first one in now three-year-old 
Totaranui as he is a big, raw boned horse like Matua Tana 
and is clearly going to need time as well.

Brother Ruakaka was sold at the Premier Sale earlier this 
year for $14,000 to Bob Butt and that is looking a bit of a 
bargain now.

Smith hasn’t been able to get the now 19-year-old Kahola 
in foal for the last two seasons however after breeding 
her to Andover Hall, Creatine and Trixton, and admits to 
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“throwing in the towel” for the time being.

“I’ve leased her to my brother Marty and Tom 
Bagrie and a bunch of their mates this season and 
she’s been served by Majestic Son, and no doubt 
she’ll now produce a nice filly for them.

“I’m focusing on Lough Neagh and (daughter) 
Polar Blast instead and I have three-year-old fillies 
by Andover Hall from them which are also in work 
with Greg.”

Lough Neagh is a Sundon half-sister to Kahola 
who has produced Arboe (Aus1.55.5), Le Reveur 
(US1.56.2) and Ballyronan (Aus1.58) to Love You 
along with Lough Beg.

Arboe won seven of her first eight races in Australia 
for Driscoll and was then G1 placed before going 
amiss.

Polar Blast is a Muscles Yankee daughter of 
Lough Neagh and she has produced Ronald J and 
Quevert to Love You.

Lough Neagh and Polar Blast have left yearling 
colts by Andover Hall and Love You respectively 
and both were served by Father Patrick last season.

Polar Blast missed but Lough Neagh has produced 
a welcome filly, so Smith hasn’t exactly been left 
high and dry by no fillies from Kahola.

But for the moment his focus is turning to the 
anticipation of racing during Cup Week.

“I’ve always wanted to have a horse in that two 
mile trot on Cup Day and it looks like we’re going to 
make it this year.

“I’ve also got Wainui Creek coming down for the 
Southern Mares Classic on Show Day, which is the 
first leg of a $100,000 three-race bonus series, so it 
would be nice to get that one under the belt.”

That series sponsored by NZ Bloodstock also 
includes the Premier Mares Championship in 
late January and the Northern Mares Classic in 
Auckland in March.

Wainui Creek is the fourth foal and fourth winner 
from Christian Creek, a Christian Cullen half-sister 
to Kahola and Lough Neagh, so Smith also has a 
good pacing breeding prospect from what has 
become a potent double gaited source of top 
performers.

It really shot to stardom with Lyell Creek some 
20 years ago and Matua Tana is just the latest 
example in that respect. 

LAST FOAL FOR 
SEABREEZE 
DELIVERS
Duane Ranger

Avid golfer and Christchurch standardbred breeder, 
Michael Prendergast, recorded his first win out of the 
last foal from his late broodmare, Seabreeze Franco, at 
Alexandra Park on Friday 25 October.

That foal was the John and Josh Dickie trained Alpine 
Delight, who racked up his maiden win at his fourth 
attempt in the fifth event for the maiden pacers. Josh 
Dickie did the driving.

Seabreeze Franco, who was by Holmes Hanover 
succumbed to ailing health a couple of years ago. She 
was 21 when she passed away.

“We tried to get her in foal for a couple of years before 
and after Alpine Delight came along in 2015, and then 
sadly we lost her final foal after him in 2017. In the end we 
did the right thing by her,” Prendergast said.

The 66-year-old pensioner said he was proud that the 
unraced 1997 bay mare had left seven winners from the 
10 foals she left between 2002 and 2015.

“I bred Alpine Delight with my wife Sue, and we still own 
him. We always thought that he would win one at short 
notice. He’s the only Bettor’s Delight foal out of the mare.”

He said Alpine Delight had had four (lifetime) starts in the 
North Island for a win, a third and a fourth.

“When we sent him up north he caught a virus when he 
first got there, and was turned out for six weeks. Then he 
ran home well in a workout and we were feeling rather 
confident after that.

“Then a couple of weeks ago he tripped coming out of 
the gate and was pulled up. He’s bounced back well. 
‘Coaster’ Howe had him originally and qualified him for 
us,” Prendergast said.

He said the best pacers from Seabreeze Franco were 
Seaswift Princess (2003 Live Or Die filly – six wins), 
Initforfun (2005 Christian Cullen filly – four wins),  
Seabreeze Star (2008 Christian Cullen filly – six wins), and 
Royal Counsel (2010 Gotta Go Cullect filly – seven wins).

“Royal Counsel actually went on to win eight more races 
and almost $150,000 in Australia. Seabreeze Franco’s first 
foal Win To Live (2002 Live Or Die colt) won a race here 
and then 10 more in Australia.
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“So the old mare was a good breeder all right,” 
Prendergast said.

He then explained how he got into the breed.

“There were actually six of us who bought Seaswift 
Franco (Holmes Hanover – Seaswift Franco) at the 
end of her 3-year-old racing career. They were 
Wayne Francis (retained a share), Jack Smolenski, 
Doug Chapman, Bobby Redmond, Malcolm Shinn 
and myself. Jack was her trainer.

“We all replied to an advertisement and took a 
share each in the filly and named the syndicate the 
‘Seaswift Syndicate’. That must have been about 
1992, but sadly all but Malcolm and I, have passed 
away,” West Melton-based Prendergast said.

The retired transport operator said the late Wayne 
Francis owned the 1981 mare, Stormy Pat (Thor 
Hanover - Eva Storm) and Seaswift Franco was the 
first of her 11 foals.

Seaswift Franco won 11 of her 31 starts ($128,785) 
including the Group Three $50,000 Caduceus Fillies 
Classic for Smolenski at Alexandra Park in July 1990. 
She also placed in the Group One New Zealand 
Oaks and the Group One Nevele R 3yo Fillies Final 
in her next two starts.

She left the ‘Seaswift Syndicate’ nine foals. 
Seabreeze Franco was foal number two.

Prendergast said the best horse that he had bred 
alone was Seaswift Franco’s last foal - the 2009 Art 
Major gelding, Majestic Major.

“He won three races for me here in New Zealand 
and then he was exported to Australia in February 
2014. He’s eight now and all-up has won 36 races 
and more than $377,000 in stakes,” Prendergast 
said.

“Majestic Major’s last race was a winning one at 
Penrith in July,” he added.

Prendergast is still breeding from the family via the 
2005 Christian Cullen – Seaswift Franco mare, Swift 
Belle, who is a half-sister to Seabreeze Franco.

“She’s left six foals, the best of them being Seaswift 
Joy, who won 11 races and more than $136,000. 
She’s had a year off and I will be deciding this 
week what to do with her,” Prendergast said.

“Malcolm Shinn has done a lot of the breeding with 
our progeny. We have shared the mares with him,” 
he added.

HARRISBURG SALES 
RESULTS
Ken Weingartner

For the second year in a row, it was a record year for the 
Standardbred Horse Sale.

The three-day yearling portion of the sale concluded 
Wednesday at the Pennsylvania State Farm Show 
Complex, where a total of 833 horses sold for a record 
average of $48,903. The previous best average was set 
last year, at $42,675 for 830 horses. This year’s average 
represented a 14.5-percent increase.

In addition, this year’s gross of $40.73 million was nearly 
15 percent better than last year’s $35.42 million. The only 
other time the gross exceeded $40 million came in 2007, 
when 1,048 horses sold for $42.78 million.

“It was a great sale,” Standardbred Horse Sale President 
and CEO Pete Spears said. “I think the sale was strong 
throughout, all the way to the end. There was a great 
reception for the top sires and many, many top-selling 
horses. We’re very happy.”

Last year, two yearlings reached six figures on Day 3 of 
the sale. This year, the total was five.

Pacing colt Keystone Catalyst was Wednesday’s top seller, 
purchased for $120,000 by Myron Bell as agent. The colt, 
by Betting Line out of Keystone Caitlyn, is a three-quarter 
brother to 2018 Ontario Sire Stakes champion Keystone 
Concrete. The family also includes Keystone Havoc, the 
dam of millionaire Keystone Horatio and grandam of 
millionaire Bedroomconfessions. Keystone Catalyst was 
consigned by Vieux Carre Farms for Max J. Hempt.

Next on the list was Twin B Edge, a pacing colt by Betting 
Line out of Twin B Exquisite. He was purchased for 
$110,000 by Casie Coleman. The colt, from a family of 
strong Ontario Sire Stakes performers, was consigned 
and bred by Twinbrook Limited.

Three horses sold for $100,000.

Trotting colt Swingforthefences, by Swan For All out 
of stakes-winner Sunday Yankee, was purchased by 
Mel Hartman as agent. He is a half-brother to stakes-
winner Miss Sue V, who in addition to her victories in 
North America later picked up wins in Europe. He was 
consigned and bred by Concord Stud Farm.

Vali Hanover, a trotting colt by Chapter Seven out of Vanity 
Treasure, was purchased by Jim Glass as agent. His family 
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includes stakes-winner Fad Finance. The colt was 
consigned and bred by Hanover Shoe Farms.

Trotting filly Flawless Country, by Southwind 
Frank out of Aleah Hanover, sold to Ake Svanstedt. 
She is from the family of 2018 Yonkers International 
Trot champion Cruzado Dela Noche, who also 
counts the Copenhagen Cup among his victories in 
Europe. She was consigned by Spring Haven Farm 
and bred by Christian Stoltzfus.

A total of 374 trotters sold for $20.52 million, with the 
money divided nearly evenly between colts and 
fillies. The fillies averaged $55,297 for 182 and the 
colts averaged $54,469 for 192.

Muscle Hill was the top trotting stallion with an 
average of $153,323 for 31 horses. Father Patrick 

was second with an average of $109,667 for 24 horses.

A total of 459 pacers sold for $20.21 million. Colts 
averaged $49,943 for 229 and the fillies averaged $38,161 
for 230.

Somebeachsomewhere was the top pacing sire with an 
average of $97,860 for 43 horses. Captaintreacherous was 
second with an average of $54,295 for 44 horses. First-
crop sire Betting Line averaged $52,561 for 66 horses.

For complete results, visit The Black Book.
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