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Supporting strong, steady growth
NRM Stud and Breeding horse feed range provides essential ingredients 
for your horse’s well-being. There is an NRM feed to match the diverse 
needs of horses through every stage or activity level of their life. 

NRM Stud and Breeding feed range provide the following:

• Feed that delivers strong and steady growth planes

• Feeds developed for a sound, athletic performer

• NRM in conjunction with KER develop individual feeding programs  
to maximize your investment

• NRM Equine specialists are available for free on farm consultation and 
provide a wealth of knowledge within the industry

0800 800 380
www.nrm.co.nz

DEVELOPED IN PARTNERSHIP

FEED TO SUCCEED

Feed to Breed

Equip your yearlings 
for excellence. 



THE BREEDERS’ FOAL ALERT SERVICE

The Breeders (NZSBA) will once again be utilising the highly popular
Foal Alert message service for Standardbred breeders in New Zealand.

Any breeder who has an orphan foal looking for a foster mare or who has
a foster mare available is encouraged to contact The Breeders at their

earliest convenience.

Last year we were able to find foster mares for 35+ orphan foals!

Simply contact us with your details and we will send a text alert out to all 
breeders in the region requested in a prompt and timely manner.

TO REGISTER FOR THIS SERVICE:

Please contact Brad on 021 683 995 or brad@thebreeders.co.nz

C O N T E N T S
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COVER: Terror To Loves first foal of the season (filly) pictured 
running with Mum, Tiz Armazing at Harcourt Lodge
Thanks to HRNZ for the image.
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F R O M  T H E 
E X E C U T I V E

Standardbred Trackside Show

The first six episodes of Standardbred have been shown on 
Trackside 1 and have recently begun to air on Sky Racing in 
Australia. Sheldon Murtha recently had the following to say to 
Harnesslink Media; 

“There’ll be an attempt to make StandardBred appeal to a wide 
audience that has a soft spot for rural, farming or country set 
stories” says Murtha. 

“It almost hit the mark with a couple of these initial episodes but 
we were feeling our way a little too so it’s an exciting project to be 
involved with. There’s a global scope to it and the medium long 

By Brad Reid | 
Executive Manager

Brad with Toomuch To Do and her Muscle Hill colt - my first foal, 
and one of many I hope in the sport I love!

term view is that we try and make a programme that can appeal 
to horse lovers in both hemispheres.”

The preview for the series was viewed by over 40,000 people on 
Facebook. 

Watching Monbet trot down the beach with the vantage of the 
drone was special given what he was able to do over Cup Week. 
The industry needs good horses like him racing so we wish him 
and the Hope’s all the best for a speedy recovery.

Over 10,000 people have viewed the shows on YouTube and the 
feedback has been encouraging. We are now in the planning 
phase for new episodes in February and for the series to continue 
in the summers of 2017 and 2018.
 

Breeders Weekly

Our emailed magazine is going from strength to strength. There 
will be approximately 30 editions this year. Sent to over 2500 
people the email is being opened by 45% of recipients (industry 
norm is around 20%) and read by 26% or roughly 600 people.

We will be conducting a market survey to see if there is a 
demand for a subscription based printed version. We understand 
that a lot of our breeders and members do not access email, 
Facebook etc. Some have asked if a printed copy is available. We 
would need 200 subscribers to make it viable at a subscription 
around $120 for 30 editions a year. Recently the publication has 
been 20 pages.

Stallion Register

In our recent survey of members the 2016 Sires Register received 
a 98% high quality rating. It was with the breeders in mid-August, 
two weeks earlier than previously. An interactive electronic 
version was send to all members on a 4Gb USB.

We will be looking to be out a full fortnight in advance next 
season and look to have the Stallion Register in mailboxes by the 
1st of August.

Given the wealth of information inside, the earlier the publication 
is in the hands of breeders the better.

The Met Breeders Bonus - change of invoicing procedure

We have agreed with NZMTC that in future all invoices for 
the bonus will be sent to Brad at The Breeders office (brad@
thebreeders.co.nz). This will reduce double-handling and 
increase the accuracy of information to the Met. You can also post 
your invoice to;

PO Box 8270
Riccarton
Christchurch 8440

The Breeders and members greatly appreciate this support from 
The Met, Cheviot and Amberley clubs. Around $85,000 was paid 
out to NZSBA members last season. Many members have had 
the fortune of picking up a bonus or two since its inception. 

Dean McKenzie, Brian Rabbitt & the team at The Met have 
certainly provided a terrific incentive and we are aware of 



numerous breeder/owners that line their horses up at Addington 
in the hopes of winning $500 on top of the stake.

Breeding Regulations

The NZSBA draft new Breeding Regulations have been sent 
by the HRNZ Exec to the Rules Committee and HRNZ’s lawyer 
for review. We will feature them in the February 2017 Breeding 
Matters.

Key changes are clarity on the one embryo to foal each year and 
only one foal registered each year. Horses born from any process 
involving cloning or semen/embryo sexing cannot be registered. 
Imported frozen embryos cannot be registered.

The regulations will allow for locally developed frozen embryos to 
be produced. They will be registered with HRNZ so that breeders 
and others are aware that they exist. Frozen embryos can be 
transferred. The studs will have to deal with the issues around 
paying for semen etc.

Bloodstock Taxation

The Breeders are working closely with the NZ Racing Board, its 
lawyers and thoroughbred breeders on various income tax and 
GST policies and interpretations which are being reviewed by 
Inland Revenue. This is detailed work that brings up issues of 
policy and technical interpretation.

Breeders are always welcome to bring any taxation issues 
to either John or Brad. While we may not be able to provide 
individual advice on particular cases we will be able to point you 
in the right direction. One of the objects of the current work with 
Inland Revenue is to seek consistency in the application of the 
law.
Membership

We now have over 630 paid up members who with wives and 
partners total about 1,100 seriously interested breeders. 

The diaries were late in their delivery and to our members who 
rely on them for dates and note keeping, it wasn’t good enough. 
It was a learning experience mailing something of that size, 
and the USB sticks (which one member mistook for a whistle) 
containing crosses of gold were a nightmare to import! 

The Website has been on the backburner and it was noted in 
the surveys the content is outdated. Once this magazine goes to 
print the content will be being written to be handed over to the 
developers for a fresh platform in January 2017.

We are in discussions to add some exciting pedigree software 
to the website and we believe this will be a great resource for 
breeders to utilise.

Those familiar with the Tesio packages will be very familiar with 
the product.

All stallions available in NZ will be able to be matched with 
mares up to seven generations. With a bit of maintenance, 
all stallions in other countries and New Zealand mares will 
be updated to give users the best experience possible. With 
many other features including linebreeding reports, and stallion 
searches giving a points based ranking to the best hypothetical 
matings with your mare.
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Trotting Mares and Fillies Racing

A new activity for us will be to seek an increase in the racing 
opportunities for trotting mares and 3YO fillies. Our research 
project on racing numbers proved the evidence that these two 
group race less than their pacing equivalents.

Our first win has been working with the Auckland trotting Club 
and Harness Racing New Zealand to establish the Haras des 
Trotteurs North Island Trotting Oaks to be run in early May 2017.

Given that the fillies and mares are there and that we want them 
in the breeding band we have every incentive to get them racing 
more frequently.

In the season just gone trotters averaged $10,200 in stakes while 
pacers achieved $9,300. We have evidence from Victoria that if 
more trotting races are programme with the right stakes level 
then breeding numbers will increase. In the last five years trotting 
mares bred in Victoria have gone from 500 to 700. We in NZ have 
gone the other direction: 700 to around 500.

Financial Administration & Membership Administrator

In the New Year we look forward to introducing you to our new 
part-time person who will help with financial administration, 
membership services, website management and our social 
media.

All the best for Christmas, New Year and the holidays. We 
appreciate foals, breeding and yearlings will keep many of you 
busy. Stay safe and enjoy.

Member Survey

Thank you to the 200+ people who returned the recent survey. 
The up-to-date contact details will keep our Membership 
database fresh and accurate.

The Survey results are very pleasing:

 • 86% highly to extremely satisfied with NZSBA
 • 94% rated the subscription value for money
 • Breeding Matters and the Sires Register received  
 99% approval as High Quality or Extremely High Quality
 • Breeders Weekly at 82% and the website at 87%  
 high quality ratings are just slightly below the other two.

We note comments on the website rejuvenation: this is a priority 
for the next six weeks. And, more Facebook updates for the 40% 
of members who access it.

Thank you for those who added comments and suggestions. 
I will be responding individually before Christmas.
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B I G  J I M

Big Jim has made an impact this season with 
a record of six three-year-old starters for four 
winners, including the talented Tiger Thompson 
and Terracotta. Our Jimmie is also flying the flag in 
Australia for his Kiwi connections. But whilst his 
performances at stud are starting to be recognised, 
it is the deeds of his owner that Big Jim will be 
remembered for across the world. Jess Smith recalls 
the time she met ‘Big Jim’ Carr. 

In my career I have been privileged to witness many great racing 
moments and stories. I’ve seen tears of joy, of heartbreak and 
frustration on and off the track, and I have personally witnessed 
the highs and lows of ownership many times. 

For years I have trawled over North American racing results, 
studying every breeding cross and Crown winner, hoping to find 
the hidden formula to success in harness racing. 

Little did I know, that I would find the key during a dream trip the 
United States in 2011. 

Blessed with the opportunity to cover the World Drivers 
Championship in New York, I packed up my camera, tripod and 
laptop and endeavoured on an adventure that would change my 
life. I had little editing or camera skills, but I was determined to 
bring the stories of North American harness racing home with 
me, and capture a special series in which Dexter Dunn was just 
21 years old and taking the States by storm. 

During my first two days in New York, I was blown away when 
the team at The Meadowlands asked me if I would be a guest 
on their pre-start show “In The Sulky,” where I was interviewed 
by Hall of Fame presenter and commentator Sam McKee. It was 
the night of the first heat of the New Jersey Sires Stakes series, 
and the hype was around former two-year-old pacer of the year, 
Big Jim. 

It was such a thrill to talk to Sam, who had been called some of 
the great Meadowlands Pace races of modern times. And meet 
broadcasting legends Ken Warkentin and Bob “Hollywood” 
Heyden. Just to be in that historic course, surrounded by 
legendary driving names such as Campbell, Tetrick and Miller, 
blew my mind. 

After the interview, I made my way outside to take in the prelims 
of the Sires Stakes heat and soak in the imposing figure cut by 
Big Jim on the track. A striking black colt, he had an aura about 
him that stopped people in their tracks. 

Big Jim in the previous year had been crowned two-year-old 
pacer in both the US and Canada. From just ten starts he had 
claimed six wins including a world record mile in the Governor’s 
Cup of 1.49.2, the Dream Maker Stakes Final and a Breeders 
Crown final. 

By Jess Smith

As I watched the warm up I was shoulder tapped by a man 
wearing a blue cap emblazoned with the name “Big Jim”. It 
would be my first meeting with the legend Jim Carr, or as he was 
known around the industry ‘Big’ Jim Carr. 

He invited me to watch the race with him, and explained the 
story about this horse of his, the one that had everyone on course 
transfixed.

Jim had been involved in harness racing for many years in 
Canada. He had had some luck with nice horses in the past, but 
nothing like Big Jim. 

Purchased out of the Harrisburg Sales in 2009 from Hanover 
Shoe Farms, he renamed the son of Western Ideal and sent 
him to be trained by a local horseman, James ‘Friday’ Dean. 
Friday was well respected but had a smaller team and had been 
associated with Carr’s former trainer Stew Firlotte. 

Regular driver, Phil Hudon, was a good driver but had rarely sat 
behind a hot favourite. But Jim Carr refused to make any changes 
to the trainer/driver combination when the horse hit the big time. 

Many had questioned Carr’s decision. But he stood strong. 
Loyalty, he said, was what was most important. Why should he 
change a winning formula?

As we witnessed Big Jim streak away to win the heat in a 
comfortable time of 1.50.3, I was shocked when Jim ushered 
myself and a group of children and their parents into the winner’s 
circle with the colt. 

It must have been close to 35 degrees that night, the Big Jim had 
just paced a mile and was pumping with adrenaline. Yet as Jim 
Carr lifted children up to pat the horse and have their photo taken 
with him, the colt stood dead still. Allowing children to kiss and 
pet him amongst all the hype and atmosphere. 

Proud parents beamed with smiles a mile wide, one boy was 
lifted into the sulky as the group photo was taken. I had to choke 
back tears. These people were just regular race goers. Not friends 
of Jim Carr, but people who had attended the meeting as racing 
fans, and ended up getting their photo taken in the winner’s circle 
with a horse of the year.

As I found out, this was something Jim Carr did every time 
his horse raced. He wanted to be in the picture, not the centre 
of it. He wanted those on course to feel the joy and thrill that 
ownership can bring. He wanted to help the future of harness 
racing. 

That night I was lucky enough to head down to the stables and 
see the horse again, meet his driver Phil Hudon and spend more 
time with the team. Randomly I had run into fellow Kiwi Emma 
Reedy at the course and we were able to share another photo 
opportunity. I was left with an overwhelming sense of joy, and a 
connection to the horse that will never fade.

Sadly injury saw his racing time cut short. His career of just 20 
starts had seen him struggle with a niggling hind fetlock, yet 
in his races he had never shown an inch of it affecting him. He 
showed huge heart to go along with his stunning physique, 
explosive speed and kind temperament. 

As a three-year-old Big Jim was a fast finishing second in the 
Meadowlands Pace final, after winning his elimination; he placed 
third in the North America Cup, won the $400,000 New Jersey 
Classic and a division of the New Jersey Sires Stakes, the above-
mentioned race. 
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Following my trip Jim Carr kept in contact with me, as a stud 
career was looming for his pride and joy he was entering new 
territory for the horse. When Alabar Stud approached Jim about 
sending the horse to New Zealand, he called me asking me 
opinion of the farm.  He didn’t care about the stud fee, he just 
wanted the horse to be looked after and have the best chance 
possible. He wanted to be reassured that Alabar would keep the 
horse happy. I assured him that our stud farms were world class 
and the deal was done. 

When Big Jim came to New Zealand I was able to visit the 
horse at Alabar. In his first season at stud he still resembled the 
racehorse I fondly remembered at the Meadowlands. All class, 
keen, and kind. He patiently posed for photos with me as I fussed 
over him, I later sent them back to his doting owner to prove the 
horse was as happy and cared for. Jim Carr was thrilled. 

I remained good friends with Jim, he often discussed his 
concerns about the future of harness racing often and how he 
hoped he could help get the next generation interested. He was 
constantly looking ahead. 

Jim Carr passed away at the age of 70 in April of 2014. He sadly 
never got to see the successes of his pride and joy as a sire. 

Jim was dedicated to making a difference for harness racing. 

When those in the industry needed help, he would never fail to 
contribute. He donated services to Big Jim and his later stallion 
Panther Hanover to auction for sick children. Five percent of 
Big Jim’s earnings went to a fund for a “racing development 
and sustainability plan.” He gave away boxes of Big Jim hats 
to anyone who met the horse as a memento of their racing 
experience. 

When it came to making a lasting memory for the fans Jim Carr 
got it. He really did. To him harness racing was about how it 
made you feel, not about the riches. 

So after all that what was the key to success? Loyalty. Loyalty 
to friends, to fans and to his horse. Jim Carr knew that all along. 
Because if you are loyal and faithful, you win regardless. That 
legacy and passion lives on with every Big Jim that graces our 

Big Jim and Jess Smith



www.fiber-fresh.comFeed fibre first...feed Fiber Fresh

High energy, moist 
forage feeds for 
optimal health and 
performance.
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81

The foundation 
feed for HEALTH
PERFORMANCEand

A magnificent 2 & 3 year old Sire Stakes horse, winning or placed in all 2 & 3 year old Sire Stakes 
Gold and Grand Finals he contested. 

Imperial Count by Angus Hall, out of a Valley Victory line mare, is proving a valuable genetic 
match for the New Zealand broodmare pedigree.

A proven genetic cross in New Zealand.

A sire of 2 year old racehorses in NZ.

Trainer Richard ‘Nifty’ 
Norman who trained 
Imperial Count had
the following to say 
about him …

“A horse trainers 
dream, never been 
sick or lame, never 
made a break never 
had a bad day.
26 second gate speed. 
Very good gaited,
very easy to drive. 
Never wore a 
headpole on any size 
track. Mr Reliable”

IMPERIAL COUNT   2,1:57.2;  3,1:55.3;  4,1:53.2f;  5,1:54.4hmt.   17 wins at 2, 3, 4 & 5yo. 

(2008)    $680,392 1:53.2f (Angus Hall – Miss Imperial – Imperial Victory)

 Book to One Over Da Moon and

IMPERIAL COUNT and receive a great deal for both.

SPECIAL
OFFER:

Imperial Count

134 Mandeville Road, Eyreton, Canterbury
P 03 312 0448   M 029 201 3950

barraequine@yahoo.co.nz www.barraequine.kiwi.nz

First crop in the world and he has 2 year old on the track.
From small numbers already has Imperial Whiz racing and great 
reports on other juveniles

Service Fee

$2000 + GST (Discounts apply)

Fresh Semen
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Racecourse Avenue, Menangle Park
0061 2 4645 2200 | www.clubmenangle.com.au

50TH RUNNING

PLAN YOUR TRIP TO SYDNEY...
COME ALONG AND EXPERIENCE THE 
EXCITEMENT OF AUSTRALIA’S SPEED 
PACING CHAMPIONSHIP...

Saturday night 25th February 2017

HOW TO BOOK
For Ainsworth Miracle Mile dining packages please 
contact the Catering Division on 0061 2 4645 2200 
or sales@clubmenangle.com.au. 
For further Miracle Mile information and details  
about accommodation packages please log onto  
www.clubmenangle.com.au.

The Ainsworth  
Miracle Mile is the 

highlight of the  
Australian 2016/17  

racing season

LAWN MARQUEE
The Lawn Marquee is situated midway down the 
home straight directly opposite giant television 
screens which ensures you don’t miss any of the 
action on or off the track. Why not organise a 
group of friends or family and book a table.
Package includes:
• Reserved Dining Seating
• Admission
• Race Book
• Tote facilities
• Sumptuous Buffet
• Beverages: Standard beer, wine and soft drinks 

from Race 1 through to the last race

Price $110* per person

TANYIA HARRIS OAM MARQUEE
Located trackside the Tanyia Harris OAM Marquee 
delivers the carnival experience and atmosphere.
Package includes:
• Admission
• Race Book
• Tote facilities
• Selection of canapés
• Cocktail seating
• Beverages: Standard beer, wine and soft drinks 

from Race 1 through to the last race
• DJ playing between races and after the last race

Price $85* per person 

MIRACLE MILE RESTAURANT
The well appointed Miracle Mile Restaurant is 
located on the first level of the new Grandstand 
directly opposite the in-field big screen ensuring 
patrons don’t miss a fraction of the action.
Package includes:
• Reserved Dining Seating
• Admission
• Race Book
• Tote facilities
• Trackside Terrace Seating
• Sumptuous Seafood Buffet
• Beverages: Standard beer, wine and soft drinks 

from Race 1 through to the last race

Price $170* per person

* Conditions apply.
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B R O O D M A R E  O F 
E X C E L L E N C E : 
K A H U  D E L

Announced at the NRM Breeders annual Cup Eve 
cocktail function, KAHU DEL was this year’s recipient 
of the coveted Broodmare of Excellence Award. 

KAHU DEL was the 1981 foal of Armbro Del/Tee Kahu from 
the NZ family of Mavis Logan (N145). whose major credit is 
champion square gaiter Lyell Creek. Kahu Del was bred by Victor 
(VL) Smith and owned/raced by Peter (PH) Smith from Kaikoura 
with leading trainer Jack Litten of Caduceus, Vedette, False Step 
(trained for 18 wins), Fallacy fame. Peter Smith was responsible 
for the breeding of all of Kahu Del’s progeny. 

Kahu Del was the winner of five races (two for Brian Kerr, three 
for Derek Jones) and placed on a further six occasions, $17,395, 
2:05.6. Her breeding record shows she was the dam of seventeen 
foals for thirteen to race with eight winners plus a further two 
qualifiers. Her winning progeny were a mix of both pacers and 
trotters, the true dual gaited matron of Mavis Logan breed. 

The male progeny of Kahu Del included Swan Creek, 2”01.1, 
$75,335, 8 wins (Geraldine Cup); Harnetts Creek, 1:57.7/T2:10.1, 
$295,373, 12 pacing/1 trotting wins (Kaikoura/Invercargill/Avon 
City Ford New Brighton Cups, Ashburton Flying Stakes); Cullens 
Creek, 1:56.9AUS, $141,761, 9 NZ/5 AUS wins (Central Otago Cup, 
Hannon Memorial). 

Her daughters bred on and included Kahlum, dam of Lyell 
Creek, “Creek the Freak” proved to be the greatest trotter seen 
on Australasia tracks. He raced in seven different countries over 
eight seasons (1998 - 2005). His 113 starts resulted in a 50% wins 
to starts ratio with stake earnings touching $3m. In NZ, 28 wins 
T1:55.7, Australia (nine, T1:58.0), Sweden (one, T1:56.3), Canada 
(seven, T1:53.2), USA (11, T1:52.2 at Meadowlands in 2002, second 
fastest Kiwi trotter ever), overall 56 wins. 

Lyell Creek recorded 15 Group One, 10 Group Two and one Group 
Three victories. These included three wins in Dominion Trot/
Rowe Cup, two Dullard Cups and an Interdominion Trotting 
Grand Final. Awards won Included ANZ Grand Circuit Trotting 
Champion (three); NZ Trotter of Year (twice); NZ Aged (5yo+) 
H&G Trotter of Year (three); NZ Harness Horse of Year; Australian 
Trotter of Year (twice); NZ and Australian stake earning Trotter of 
Year (twice); NZ and Addington Harness Hall of Fame inductee 
with a lounge at Alexandra Park named after him. Apart from 
his first two starts when trained initially by owner/breeder Peter 
Smith and at his second start and first win by Mark Smith, all 
of Lyell’s remaining Australasian starts trained by Tim Butt. 

In the driving stakes, Anthony Butt drove him in almost every 
Australasian start (51 of 54) and for 36 of 37 Australian victories.

Kahlum and her descendants were also responsible for Arabess, 
dam of Marcoola, T1:59.8, $170,464, nine wins in 16 starts (NZ/GN 
Trotters Derbies, NZ SS - 3T, 3yo C&G Trotter of Year); Amaretto 
Sun, T2:01.2, $68,657, 9 wins (Ordeal Trotting Cup); Jacquimo 
T2:02.9, $53,441, 8 wins; Little Mo, T2:04.9/T2:04.2, $44,650, 1 
pacing/3 trotting wins.

Other daughters and descendants of Kahu Del have left Kahdon, 
T1:59.3, $177,234, six wins from 14 3yo starts (NZSS - 3T, GN 
Trotters Derby, VIC Trotters Oaks, NZ Trotter of Year as three year 
old); Kincaslough, T2:01.2, $133,286, 10 wins (Summer Trotting 
FFA, NZ mares record 2600m stand, 4yo+ Aged Trotting Mare 
of Year); Blackguards Corner, T2:01.5, $53,789, 6 wins; Stoney 
Creek, 1:55.1US, $143,146, 10 NZ/7 NA wins (Te Awamutu Cup); 
Arboe, T1:55.5AUS, $72,818, seven AUS wins in 12 starts, (NSW La 
Coocaracha, VIC Bacardi Lindy Championship - 4/5); Le Reveur, 
T1:58,3, $93,415 (NZSS - Aged Trotters Classic); Lough Beg, 
T2:06.2, $51,070 (4yo mare Trotter of Year) amongst many others.

Kahu Del’s unraced dam Tee Kahu was by leading trotting 
stallion Tuft from Kahu by Fallacy. Tee Kahu left 11 foals for five 
to race, four winners and a qualifier. She left By The Way, dual 
gaited, t2:07.1/P2:11.2, $23,410, 5 trotting, 1 pacing wins (4yo mare 
Trotter of Year) and was grand dam of Lord Vance, 2:04.9, $40,195, 
5 wins (Waimate Cup).

Kahu Del’s grand dam, Kahu, from whom the majority of the 
families better progeny descended left Black Miller, T2:11.6, 
$3,590 (NZ Trotting Stakes- 3); Del Miller, T2:11.6, $10,055 (2yo 
Trotter of Year) while her daughters/grand-daughters produced 
Le Duc, t2:03.5, $86,350 (NZ Hambletonian); Sunset Tour, T1:55.7, 
$110,604; Rockin Wilma, t2:02.9, $59,390 (Stawell Trotters Cup); 
All Most, 1:54.2US, $105,925 (Timaru Winter Cup); Millwood Jet, 
2:00.5, $31,406 (VIC Derby heat); King Charlie, t2:01.5, $239,337 
(GN Trotters Derby); Shezoneoftheboyz, T2:02.2, $91,849 
(Hambletonian, NZ Trotters Derby); Here Lies A Dream, 1:50.3US, 
$89,182; Liberaiitus, 1:52.4, $152,121; Jim Beam, 2:00.9, $73,346 
(WA Pearl) amongst others.

The trotting side of the family surrounding Kahu Del has exerted 
considerable influence over the past few decades on the NZ 
harness racing scene. The broodmare of Excellence Award is 
fitting recognition of her impact. 

NB : All stats to 11 November 2016.

By Peter Craig

Ben Smith being presented by the Broodmare of Excellence Award 
from NZSBA Chairman, John Mooney



Racecourse Avenue, Menangle Park
0061 2 4645 2200 | www.clubmenangle.com.au

50TH RUNNING

PLAN YOUR TRIP TO SYDNEY...
COME ALONG AND EXPERIENCE THE 
EXCITEMENT OF AUSTRALIA’S SPEED 
PACING CHAMPIONSHIP...

Saturday night 25th February 2017

HOW TO BOOK
For Ainsworth Miracle Mile dining packages please 
contact the Catering Division on 0061 2 4645 2200 
or sales@clubmenangle.com.au. 
For further Miracle Mile information and details  
about accommodation packages please log onto  
www.clubmenangle.com.au.

The Ainsworth  
Miracle Mile is the 

highlight of the  
Australian 2016/17  

racing season

LAWN MARQUEE
The Lawn Marquee is situated midway down the 
home straight directly opposite giant television 
screens which ensures you don’t miss any of the 
action on or off the track. Why not organise a 
group of friends or family and book a table.
Package includes:
• Reserved Dining Seating
• Admission
• Race Book
• Tote facilities
• Sumptuous Buffet
• Beverages: Standard beer, wine and soft drinks 

from Race 1 through to the last race

Price $110* per person

TANYIA HARRIS OAM MARQUEE
Located trackside the Tanyia Harris OAM Marquee 
delivers the carnival experience and atmosphere.
Package includes:
• Admission
• Race Book
• Tote facilities
• Selection of canapés
• Cocktail seating
• Beverages: Standard beer, wine and soft drinks 

from Race 1 through to the last race
• DJ playing between races and after the last race

Price $85* per person 

MIRACLE MILE RESTAURANT
The well appointed Miracle Mile Restaurant is 
located on the first level of the new Grandstand 
directly opposite the in-field big screen ensuring 
patrons don’t miss a fraction of the action.
Package includes:
• Reserved Dining Seating
• Admission
• Race Book
• Tote facilities
• Trackside Terrace Seating
• Sumptuous Seafood Buffet
• Beverages: Standard beer, wine and soft drinks 

from Race 1 through to the last race

Price $170* per person

* Conditions apply.
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Insure your foal with Crombie Lockwood Bloodstock and 
receive a free bag of Dunstan Breed & Grow and go 
into the draw to win $1,000 worth of Dunstan product.* 

INSURE YOUR FOAL 
AND BE IN TO WIN

Promotion runs: 01 August 2016 to 31 January 2017
Draw will take place on 31/01/2017
Insurance cover from 24 hours of age for one year or 
up to 2018 yearling sales.
(with acceptable Vet Certificate and IgG test) 

*Terms and conditions apply, please visit: 
www.crombielockwoodbloodstock.co.nz

For further information contact:
Carlene  07 958 8632
Liz  07 958 8633
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N O T  F O A L I N G 
A R O U N D

Breeders are in the business to breed and to make 
a return on their young stock. Whether the return is 
generated as a result of selling the foal as a weanling 
or yearling or taking it through to racing age, it makes 
good business sense to protect the considerable 
investment involved. Any service fee lost within the 
first year is never made up and always involves even 
more costs to get the mare in foal again.

That is where Crombie Lockwood Bloodstock comes 
in protecting the breeding investment from the 
outset. Their experience is widespread and advice 
very grounded.   

Losses can happen far too easily.

“Something we’ve encountered many times over the years is 
a healthy foal being kicked by a mare, resulting in a compound 
fracture and ultimately leading to the foal being euthanized,” 
says Liz Smith, Crombie Lockwood’s bloodstock manager. “In 
our experience when this is the outcome there is an emotional 
loss as well as financial and this is reflected in our conversations 
with clients – we understand the significant impact this has in 
every way.”    

Other diseases and illnesses can also jeopardise the future of 
the foal such as bladder, lung and gut infections. Pneumonia 
is particularly serious too, especially during the spring with 
temperature fluctuations.  There are number of health issues that 
can appear during the first few months of a foal’s life.

A lot of breeders try to avoid obtaining a vet cert and IgG (needed 
to arrange cover with effect from 24 hours of age) due to cost.  
However, in many cases the IgG taken at 24 hours will indicate if 
there are underlying issues with the colostrum absorption. “Early 
identification and treatment normally leads to a healthy foal” 
says Liz. It also means cover can be secured; a real win-win.

You can insure you foal from 24 hours of age for as 
little as $250.00+ GST on a $5,000 foal.
It’s not too late to insure your foal, and go into the 
draw on 31 January 2017 for $1,000 worth of Dunstan 
Breed & Grow.

If your yearling has reached the stage to go to a preparer in the 
lead up to sales, it is wise that the yearling is insured due to 
the heightened risk of injury or illness, during preparation.  For 
example two Standardbred colts being prepared for 2017 sales 
series have been diagnosed as wobblers.  Their owners are 
thankful they had cover in place.     

The purpose of bloodstock insurance is to provide the client with 
a settlement to cover the loss or replace the horse they have 
invested in and have become attached to.

“Our insurance products are designed for exactly that and placed 
through established underwriters at Lloyd’s of London who have 
a long history in the bloodstock underwriting sector.  They insure 
countless stallions in New Zealand and the United States” Liz 
said.  

With over 40 years’ of combined experience; Crombie Lockwood 
Bloodstock knows the industry and proudly supports it with race 
sponsorships throughout the country and Harness Racing award 
sponsorships in both the North and South Islands.  In March 2017, 
Crombie Lockwood Bloodstock will be sponsoring the Delightful 
Lady Fillies Series for the first time. 

As they do each year, the Crombie Lockwood Bloodstock team 
will be in attendance at 2017 PGG sales series. 

If you require cover from the APG Sales we can arrange cover for 
you as well.  Please contact if you are attending to arrange your 
fall of hammer cover. 

Of course, our team are always on call, so you can obtain your no 
obligation quote you may require on your precious investments. 

For further details talk to the bloodstock experts: 

Liz:  021 859 216
liz.smith@crombielockwood.co.nz
 

Carlene:  021 750 912
carlene.jones@crombielockwood.co.nz 

or visit 
www.crombielockwoodbloodstock.co.nz
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RAGING BULL $1500 + GST

THE PRES $2000 + GST

www.goStallions.co.nz

Sire of the impressive 2yo filly Princess Holly from his first crop - a dual workout winner at 
Rangiora before she headed out for a spell.

Plenty of well-respected horsemen and commercial breeders are rapt with their Raging Bull 
progeny too, and he'll serve his biggest book ever this season!

Enquiries & Bookings: Johnny Robinson

Phone: 021 883-713 or 03 347-9699
Email: john@goharness.co.nz

NZ
owned

goStallions

MONKEY BONES $2000 + GST, POLF

PRODIGAL SEELSTER NO STUD FEE

If you want to hold onto your money for Christmas, then this is the sire you should breed to 
because you’ll only have to pay his service fee if your Prodigal Seelster progeny ends up proving 
that it’s good enough to qualify.

He’s leaving stunning foals, and equally magnificent yearlings now that his oldest crop have 
turned one.

He’s already the sire of eight individual winners (from only 20 starters) in NZ this season, plus 
his 11 NZ-bred and Aus-bred starters across the Tasman have all won as well.

Fantastic value for a stallion who’s left 2yo winners in NZ, Australia and North America – and his 
oldest Australasian progeny are only five!

Despite being no longer with us, Monkey Bones continues to do the job and has also sired eight 
individual winners (from only 18 starters) in NZ this season.

One of his best is Idle Bones, whose win on November 18 wiped nearly a full second off Allegro 
Agitato’s 1700m National Mares’ Record which had stood for 10 seasons.

T H E  Y O U N G 
W H I T E  B L A Z E

There wouldn’t be many thirteen year olds passionately 
interested in getting into breeding standardbreds, but Southland 
teenager Tristan Larsen is one.

Not only is he researching breeding matches but the Southland 
Boys High School student has saved enough money to pay for 
half the service fee for freshman sire Sweet Lou – known on the 
racetrack as “The Great White Blaze” because of the distinct 
white marking on his face.

“I was always keen on it. It was just about when I’d pick 
something out. He’s (Sweet Lou) new and I thought I’d try 
something different and I’d give him a go. I’ve done a bit of 
research. He’s quite an athletic horse and he was a really good 
two year old. Woodlands Stud sent Adore Me, a Christian Cullen 
mare, to him so I thought Regina could go there as well” said 
Tristan. 

The son of Southland trainer Kirk Larsen, mother Michelle says 
their son is hard working. And rather than his parents paying 
the $6,000 service fee Tristan was encouraged to save hard and 
stump up half the money to get Christian Cullen mare Regina 
Coeli served.

“He’s got a breeding book at home with photos of some of Sweet 
Lou’s foals. I said if you want to send Regina to Sweet Lou you’re 
going to have to put the money up. He’s been working for a while 
and has had cows. He mucks out and sometimes drives fast 
work for Kirk before he goes to school.” 

Regina Coeli raced for the Larsen’s in the 2008/2009 seasons 
winning twice from twenty starts. She’s been a success in the 
broodmare barn leaving Jango Fett (7 wins) and Mojito which has 
won three races in Australia.

She has a Western Ideal three year old filly and a two year old filly 
by the same name and is due to foal to American Ideal.
Regina Coeli and young Larsen have known each other for a 
while and it would be fair to say they weren’t always the best of 
mates.

“She always used to attack me. When she was in the box and I 
walked pasts he’d try and grab my hat. I think she was just a bit 
growly” he said.

Once the foal matures Tristan is keen to head to the racetrack 
rather than to the sales. “I’m keen to race it and see how it goes.”

And a possible name? “I’ve a few in mind after watching the Cup 
story on Media Puzzle.”  

This is not the first racing or breeding venture young Larsen has 
pursued.  He’s also leased a two year old filly off Nevele R called 
Southern Code.

“He’s done most of the work with her. Kirk was in the sulky for 
the first two days then Tristan took over,” said Michelle. 

Southern Code is by Changeover out of the unraced Holmes 
Hanover mare Joyful Holmes which is out of Joyrock. Joyful 
Holmes is a half-sister to Waipawa Lad, the winner of 17 races. 
He’s also won in America in 1-52.2.

“She’s (Southern Code) a well-mannered horse. Does everything 
she’s supposed to. She’s had an abscess so she’s in the 
paddock,” said Tristan.

He also has a small share in the Falcon Seelster mare Hoshi 
Bromac. She won one race and is a full sister to Howard Bromac 
which won an Auckland Cup plus sixteen other races and 
$358,612 for the Larsen’s.

“We’re sending her to Stunin Cullen because we won the service 
fee with Risk Factor,” said Tristan.

Hoshi Bromac has some well-bred stock on the ground and is 
just at the start of her breeding career.

She’s left Sur Le Feu (Courage Under Fire filly which has won 
five races in Australia), Varena (Western Ideal three year old filly), 
Divine Justice (Changeover two year old filly) and Calypso Rock (a 
Rocknroll Dance yearling colt).

So young Tristan Larsen is on his way, breeding from a mare his 
parents have lent him. With Adam Bowden the owner of Sweet 
Lou expected to be on track in Invercargill for Diamonds Day in 
April next year, you can be sure this young man will be keen to 
meet him.

Tristan Larsen and his broodmare Regina Coeli

By Bruce Stewart
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I D E A L  W I N  I N 
B R E E D E R ’ S 
B A C K  Y A R D

Quite Ideal (2011 5 B g American Ideal - Sweet Lady) capped 
off some solid early season form with a home town victory for 
Geraldine breeder June Nelson.

The five-year-old had twice placed earlier in his career before 
being tucked aside by trainer Brad Mowbray for a brief spell.

The American Ideal gelding was having the seventh start of 
a brief but promising career come Geraldine Cup Day for his 
breeder/owner.

His dam Sweet Lady (1992 24 B m Save Fuel - Chocolate) was 
bred by Mrs Nelson and her late husband Jack out of the first 
broodmare they owned. Chocolate (1981 35 Ch m Noodlum - 
Quite Brigade).

To tell the story of how the couple came about breeding from the 
mare is one June remembers well.

“She was owned by Peter Hudson of Timaru and Colin Walker 
(June’s brother) of Ben Avon Station in Omarama. When Colin 
died the family didn’t want the race horses so my late husband 
and I bought Chocolate home to Geraldine and we eventually 
raced her ourselves”, said Mrs Nelson.

Chocolate won her first race day start at Timaru in 1988. She 
added a further placing to her career tally having had 11 starts.

The first foal was an untired colt by Nua Rival. 

Then came Step On The Gas (Save Fuel) who June recalls being 
“a bright ginger colour”. He was another colt who this time 
showed a bit of speed and ability. Enough to win three races and 
place a further 17 times anyway!

By Brad Reid

His birth was tinged with sadness as the night before he was 
born, June’s late husband Jack had called the stud to see 
whether Chocolate had foaled.

Unfortunately Jack was to pass away the next day and the 
following day the foal was born.

“We were both very interested in breeding and had discussed 
the breeding as part of our plans together for our retirement. The 
breeding took off a little earlier than anticipated with Chocolate 
and when Jack passed I wasn’t sure I would continue.”

Continue she did and in doing so, persevered with a breed that 
was to go from strength to strength.

One thing you notice when going through the family further 
is how the Nelson breed have more often than not been late 
bloomers to the races. Not a two-year-old in sight and scarcely 
any starting at three either.

Therefore, it isn’t surprising to see that the dam of Quite Ideal 
(recent Geraldine winner) took until late in her 5 year old career 
to step out on to the race track. Sweet Lady (1992 Save Fuel) is 
the third foal from Chocolate and subsequent broodmare gem for 
Mrs Nelson. 

“She was a proper b*&%#”, said Nelson when asked what she 
could remember about Sweet Lady.

“Honestly she was the most nasty natured thing and was just 
terrible. She didn’t like being touched or caught and was very 
easily frightened. She was the hardest horse I’ve ever come 
across to catch in a paddock, you have no idea”, she laughed.

“Luckily she never passed any of that on to any of her future 
foals! She was just a real bugger to do anything with and I know 
Lyndsay had a hard time trying to train her”, said nelson.

The Save Fuel mare had 15 starts for her trainer Lyndsay Kerslake 
but lacked the dash to pick up anything better than a 4th placing 
in her 15 attempts.

“Lyndsay had the dual sulkies out as his place at the time and 
suggested we put one on Sweet Lady so I could sit behind her 
myself. We were back in the stables in a blink of an eye, she 
didn’t want a bar of it”, laughed Nelson.

After retiring as a 7-year-old, she was poised to take over from 
Chocolate in the broodmare barn, but more about that later.

Chocolate’s fourth foal Step On The Pace (1996 c Save Fuel) never 
raced.

Chocolate then left a handy one in the form of Step Out (1998 c 
Camelon) who by the time it was all said and done had picked 
up a tidy $41,026 for his breeder/owner. The Camelon gelding 
notched up five wins and 15 placings.

The Noodlum matriarch of the Nelson broodmares left her final 
foal in 2000 when giving birth to the aptly named filly, She’s 
Sweet, also by Camelon.

The mating resulted in one career race win before staring a 
broodmare career of her own. To date she has left a Live Or Die 
mare, Dulcet Diva (2010) who is about to begin a breeding career 
also, having been served by Sir Lincoln.

There is a Big Jim colt called Jimmy Nelson (2013) and a Shadow 
play yearling colt to boot.

Matty Williamson get’s Quite Ideal home on Geraldine Cup day 
late last month
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June Nelson and the connections celebrate Quite Ideals win in the 
birdcage

To go any further with the Nelson breed we must go back to the 
only other filly from Chocolate. The one that didn’t win a race, but 
helped make plenty of memories. Sweet Lady.

Sweet Lady was retried as a racing prospect. She was with Colin 
DeFillipi. However, after striking the same issues as her previous 
trainer, the call was made to collect the mare where Mrs Nelson 
recalls being told by the great horseman to “never breed from 
her”.

As the only filly from Chocolate at the time, the decision was 
made to persevere with the family!

She was first mated with Knight Rainbow in 2002 and missed. 
However, the return try saw her safely in foal to the same stallion 
and in 2003 left a colt that would go on to race 150 times across 
the ditch with good success. 11 wins. 22 placings. Stepping Along 
was his name.

Her second foal was born the following year. 

A Man Around Town filly called Minty Mellow who showed 
enough natural ability to break the family mold and start at 3.

“My daughter Jackie nearly throttled me when I called her that! It 
was a baking square from an Australian recipe book with all sorts 
of different chocolate and marshmallows in it. It started to sound 
pretty good when she started winning”, joked Nelson.

“She was such a nice horse and was very lovely natured but 
Wayne felt she had reached her mark after three wins. So, we 
decided to try her with Kevin Chapman.”

That resulted in four more victories, and one slightly more special 
than the rest!

You would be forgiven for thinking that hometown success might 
be new to the Geraldine resident. Especially when you consider 
they only race at Orari twice a year and until recently just the one 
annual meeting.

However, June knows a thing or two about having a winning 
owners drink at the Orari Racecourse, and we’re not talking about 
the recent win of Quite Ideal.

Winning a Country Cup is special, but what about breeding and 
owning the winner of your own Country Cup?!

That is exactly what happened when Minty Mellow saluted 
the judge at the odds of $50 to one in the 2010 Geraldine Cup, 
downing a former 2YO NZ Record holder Joshua Mac in the 
process. 

“It was a glorious day out, and I really didn’t think she would have 
a show because she was one of only two mares in the race, and 
she didn’t have much form.”

“When she popped out of the trail with not long to go, I couldn’t 
believe it! Jackie my daughter was the Vice President of the club 
at that stage and being Geraldine Cup day, she was so busy she 
didn’t have time to put any money on her!”

“It suddenly dawned on me as he crossed the line that I would 
have to make a speech. I said to Jackie, I’m not opening my 
mouth! You can do the talking”, laughed Nelson.

As the first Geraldine resident to breed and own a Geraldine Cup 
Winner, the voicebox was better saved for the celebrations after 
anyhow one would imagine.

From her next three foals, Sweet Lady left two – two race winners 
in The Next Step (2005 g Julius Ceaser) and Lady Lizzie (2007 m 
Lislea).

Three years went by before the next foal, Crème De Coco, who 
never made it to the races but has designs as a broodmare of the 
future. The six-year-old daughter of Badlands Hanover will be 
likely served this year.

Harness goers in the Canterbury area love attending the Orari 
Race Course, especially for the November cup meeting with it’s 
(usually) glorious weather.

For the residents of the area it is a calendar event.

And for resident June Nelson, it is the happiest place of all and 
this year proved to be as special as recent visits when Quite Ideal 
saluted the judge.

“We didn’t think he could win and we were hopeful he could 
run a place but that was so exciting. To win again on your home 
course, it was just great!”

While he is the last foal to bred from Sweet Lady, he is certainly 
not the end of a breed that keeps dishing up delicacies.

Geraldine Cup winner, Minty Mellow is on track to serve up some 
sweets of her own however she has had some bad luck along 
the way. 

“I’ve never spent so much on a service fee (Bettor’s Delight) and 
the first foal had to be put down after a paddock accident”.

Minty Mellow had a couple of setbacks missing in successive 
seasons before leaving another colt, this time to Art Major and 
early reports on the yearling are very good.

The long-time Geraldine resident is extremely grateful for the 
help provided to her by daughter Jackie who lives just down the 
road. 

The two plan to continue to breed in partnership from the family 
that has given them many happy memories over the last 30 
years or so.

Keep an eye out for the breed, particularly at Orari where the 
Nelsons seem to have a special knack for picking up the 
chocolates!
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A D V E R T O R I A L

NEW ‘HORSE SHOP’ LAUNCHED
Listings are free until the end of December

Those looking to buy a horse, sell a horse, or lease one in or out 
now have an exciting new tool to use for their equine trading.

Well-known harness racing identity Noel Kennard has just 
launched ‘Horse Shop’, a totally online avenue which allows 
people to buy and sell horses via their computer or mobile phone.

‘Horse Shop’ can be reached by visiting the website 
Harnessworld.co.nz and clicking on the appropriate panel. 
Harnessworld offers many features, and this is just the latest 
addition.

‘Horse Shop’ caters for all the categories possible, such as… 
racehorses, broodmares and mixed-age stock – each with three 
different price brackets if they’re being sold – plus ‘Wanted to 
Buy’, ‘For Lease’ and ‘Wanted to Lease’ Sections for all the 
aforementioned horse groups as well.

The site also has a Giveaways Section for horses and products 
that are being offered for free, plus a Classifieds Section where 
other industry-related equipment and items can be found.

In short, it’s got something for everyone!

Each horse featured in all of the ‘For Sale’ and ‘For Lease’ 
Sections has its own individual page, displaying photos of it (if 
supplied) plus details of its age, gender, sire and dam – all very 
helpful if someone wants to use the site’s searching facility to 
browse for something specific.

Each of these individual pages also has quick links to the horse’s 
official details on the sites of Harness Racing New Zealand 
(HRNZ) and/or Australia (HRA), plus an area where the owner 
can write a brief ‘blurb’ about the stock they’re offering to provide 
potential customers with an insight.

Here’s where you can

Horses
•  BUY

•  SELL
•  LEASE

•  GIVE AWAY

– or place a CLASSIFIED ADVERT

The costs of putting a Listing in ‘Horse Shop’ are very competitive 
as well, being either $50 or $100 depending on what section 
you’re wanting to advertise in, and then the only other charge is a 
5% commission rate (only applicable to sales) – less than half of 
what most Agents charge.

And to help kick things into gear, all Listing Costs have been 
waived between now and the end of 2016 – customers can list as 
many advertisements as they want, regardless of category, and 
not pay a cent for any of them.

Having just been launched at the start of December, ‘Horse 
Shop’ is understandably lacking products just at the moment; 
the dozen or so horses already on the ‘shelves’ are just a handful 
owned by Kennard and his wife Wendy that they’ve put on there 
to get it up and running.

In time though, it’s expected that ‘Horse Shop’ will soon be 
bustling with activity as more and more people list horses of all 
ages that they’ve got for sale/lease (or want to buy/lease in) etc.

In addition to the flash way in which Listings are displayed, 
‘Horse Shop’ boasts a number of other benefits for its users.

The main one is it’s a proactive site, because the ever-increasing 
list of prospective clients who are signing up (which is completely 
free to do so) receive emails about all the New Listings on a 
weekly basis. Plus, ‘Horse Shop’ will be regularly advertised and 
promoted within the industry to encourage participation and raise 
awareness on behalf of its customers and their Listings.

And of course, being an online shop means that it’s open 24/7, 
365 days a year!

‘Horse Shop’ salesmen Jonny Cox (027 567-8347) and Johnny 
Robinson (021 883-713) welcome enquiries about this exciting 
new venture, and can be reached at any time.



BREEDING MATTERS

M A N A G I N G  G R O W T H  A N D  B O D Y 
C O N D I T I O N  F O R  Y E A R L I N G 
P R E P A R A T I O N

A horse’s maximal mature body size is genetically 
predetermined, but growth rate can be influenced by a number 
of factors including environment, nutrition, and management. 
Optimal growth rate results in a desirable body size at a 
specific age with the least amount of developmental problems. 
Managing growth in horses becomes a balance between 
producing a desirable individual for a particular purpose without 
creating skeletal problems that will reduce a horse’s subsequent 
athletic ability (figure 1). Growing a foal too slowly results in the 
risk of it being too small at a particular age or never obtaining 
maximal mature body size. Growing a foal too quickly results in 
the risk of developmental orthopedic problems such as physitis, 
angular limb deformities, and osteochondritis dissecans (OCD).
 

Figure 1: Growth rate V’s Skeletal Problems

Thoroughbred racehorses are expected to be competitive athletes 
at two years of age, reaching 85% of mature body weight and 
95% of mature height by 24 months of age.  As Thoroughbreds 
begin their athletic careers at an early age, mature body size is 
not the most important end point that breeders wish to achieve.  

There can be several important developmental milestones that 
must be reached even before a young Thoroughbred enters its 
first race. Most Thoroughbreds are sold as either weanlings or 
yearlings at commercial auctions throughout the year. The size of 
the foal at auction can greatly impact its selling price, so there is 
strong incentive to market large weanlings and yearlings. Just as 
important, however, is the foal’s skeletal soundness at the time 
of the sale. A delicate balancing act exists between accelerated 
growth and skeletal soundness.

The simplest and safest way to deliver a large, mature yearling 
to the sale is to produce an early foal.  There are three different 
growth rates that might be appropriate depending on when the 
foal is born and if or when it is to be sold. A pattern of slow early 
growth may be most appropriate for foals that will not be offered 
for sale as weanlings or yearlings.  Additionally, foals born early 
in the year that will be sold in later yearling sales may benefit 
from this type of growth curve. The advantage to slow early 
growth is that the skeleton is more susceptible to growth-related 
problems earlier in life. Delaying more rapid growth until after the 
foal is more mature (>15 months) will reduce the risk of early 
developmental problems. 
Early foals (August/September) can follow the moderate 
growth pattern. This growth curve is also appropriate for later 
foals that will be marketed at later yearling sales. It produces 
large yearlings with a limited number of problems. The most 
aggressive growth program is a rapid growth pattern.  This 
growth curve would be most appropriate for late foals that are 
targeted at early yearling sales. This growth curve is more likely 
to produce growth skeletal problems but, if properly managed, 
can result in more mature yearlings earlier in the season. The 
key to successfully managing this accelerated growth curve is to 
spread the extra growth over several months rather than trying 
to add the gain during the traditional prepping period 60-90 days 
prior to the sale. 

Table 1 gives examples of how feeding programs can be tailored 
to fit a specific growth pattern.  Notice that the difference in daily 
grain intake needed to achieve these different growth rates is 
only .5 to 1 kg per day. Spread over several months this difference 
in nutrient intake should result in alterations in growth. Continual 
growth monitoring is necessary to ensure that the foal has not 
altered its total nutrient intake by greatly increasing or decreasing 
forage intake as this will affect growth rate.  
Table 1 (Below): Example rations for slow, moderate, and rapid growth.
Gro-Trac™ and MicroSteed™ are software programs developed by Kentucky 
Equine Research that allow breeders to accurately track the growth of their 
foals and develop feeding and management programs that fit the desired 
rate of growth.   For more information about using these programs in your 
business, please contact NRM on 0800 800 380. 
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Be there when the stars of the future  
go under the hammer at the

2017 Pryde’s Easifeed

AUSTRALASIAN 
PREMIER 

TROTTING SALE
Sun 2 April – Inglis Saleyards, Oaklands Junction

Visit the website www.austrottingsale.com.au
for more information

2 0 1 6  N R M 
B R E E D E R S  C U P 
E V E  F U N C T I O N

The New Zealand Standardbred Breeders Association recently 
held its annual NRM Breeders Cup Eve Function where breeding 
excellence from the season prior is celebrated. 

At the ceremony, we presented awards to our members who 
have bred a group or listed race winner from the 2015/16 season. 

With 650+ members out of 1,200 breeding entities in New 
Zealand, we are extremely proud of the fact that our members 
bred 100 of the 122 winners of Group or Listed races in 
New Zealand! 

Visit http://www.harnessracing.co.nz/group-race-award-
winners to see full results of members who bred a Group or 
Listed Race winner. 

Each breeder with a starter in the New Zealand Trotting Cup and 
Dominion Trot were presented with a certificate to recognise the 
wonderful achievement.

We also made a presentation to members who bred an 
Australian Group 1 winner throughout the 2015/16 season.

Our members were lucky enough to have bred five Group 1 
winning trotters who between them took out seven Group 1 races. 
Who could forget the farm-bred Woodlands Stud hero, Speeding 
Spur, winning the Great Southern Star from an impossible 
position on the final bend?

Our members also bred 11 Group 1 winning pacers who took out 
15 Australian Group 1 Races respectively. He may be another 
Woodlands Stud bred horse, but how can you go past the 
performance of Have Faith In Me in the 2015 Miracle Mile from a 
New Zealand breeding perspective?! 

How Natalie managed to straighten the horse up, at that speed, 
and still pick up a champion like Lennytheshark on the wire is 
unfathomable? That was a champion performance to down a 
champion horse and the time of 1:47.5 only adds to the folklore of 
a race that will go down in history.

CEO of Harness Racing Australia, Andrew Kelly was also on hand 
to award the New Zealander owners lucky enough to take an 
Australian Harness Racing award for the 15/16 season home. The 
large gold trophies are sensational and sure to be the focal point 
of any trophy mantle!

Arden Lodge received their NZ Cup replica trophy in recognition of 
Arden Rooney’s 2015 win in the great race, while Kypros Kotzikas 
and Jane Campbell accepted on behalf of himself and late wife 
Mary their award for breeding last year’s Dominion Trot winner, 
Master Lavros.

Last but not least we made a presentation to the owners of Kahu 
Del (1981  Armbro Del - Tee Kahu) who was the recipient of this 
year’s Broodmare of Excellence award.

One doesn’t have to spend too long on Classic Families to realise 
the significant impact she has had as a broodmare for the New 
Zealand square gaiters, as well as a couple of pacers.

Kahu Del never left a group performing trotter herself, but did 
leave two group winning pacers in Harnet’s Creek & Cullen’s 
Creek.

The rest of her legacy is felt in the trotting progeny of her 
daughters.

Some of which include: Kincaslough, Lyell Creek, Amaretto Sun, 
Marcoola, Kahdon, Arboe & Le Reveur.

Kahu Del will join two other trotting mares to become a recipient 
of the award, Landora’s Pride and Frances Bee Jay respectively.

A trotting mare winning the award is fitting with Monbet last year 
winning Horse of the Year and the recent announcement of the 
inaugural running of the Northern Trotting Oaks in Auckland on 
May 5th.

A huge thank you must go to Katie Vickers and Phil Bracefield 
of NRM/Farmlands for their continued support of The Breeders. 
Having been a primary sponsor of ours for the last five years, this 
year saw NRM also pick up the naming rights of the Cup Eve 
function. Without such support nights like this are not possible 
and it would be great if we could show support of our own when 
making feed purchase decisions.

Finally, a big thank you to Jess Smith who for the first time 
picked up the MC duties and didn’t miss a beat. There was a lot 
of awards to get through on the evening (over 120 in 42 minutes), 
but the experienced broadcaster took it all in her stride and was 
instrumental in the event running so smoothly.

By Brad Reid
John & Judy Stiven of Arden Lodge receive their NZ Cup replica 
trophy as breeders (with the late Noreen Stiven) of 2015 winner, 
Arden Rooney.)

Kypros Kotzikas and Jane Campbell receive the award for Lavros 
Lodge breeding 2015 Dominion Trot winner, Master Lavros.
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J U L I E  S U P R E M E

Julie DeFilippi is a woman of many talents. 
Along with her husband Colin Julie the harness 
racing trainer  has notched up 252 winners and 
484 placings bringing in over $3 million in stakes. 
Together the DeFilippi’s have also won 17 major New 
Zealand races including six Group One races. An 
incredible feat for a stable with only a small team of 
horses. 

But away from the racing scene Julie DeFilippi is doing her bit in 
a few different ways for standardbreds and the wider equestrian 
circle. 

She started riding horses when she was just 10-years-old and 
she hasn’t stopped with the horses since.

DeFilippi has been showing standardbreds for around eight – 
nine years now in a bid to preserve them once their racing careers 
are over. And what is the point in doing something if you aren’t 
planning on putting 110% effort into it right? There is no better 
person to demonstrate commitment than Julie DeFilippi!

DeFilippi’s latest and most serious standardbred on show is 
an eight-year-old bay gelding named Santo. He is by Christian 
Cullen out of Laura Frost.

Santo trialled a few times, including a run for Colin and Julie 
however after realising he wouldn’t make it on the race track the 
owners gifted him to Julie for the show ring instead. 

DeFilippi says so far he has done very well at his shows and he 
“hasn’t missed at many of his outings.”

The big thrill for the DeFilippi family however was at the recent 
Royal Canterbury A&P Show where Santo took home Champion 
Inhand Standardbred as well as Supreme Standardbred which 
was judged between the Champion Inhand Standardbred and 
the Champion Ridden Standardbred - Stacey Markham on J D 
Fortune. 

“I don’t have any expectations with him as sometimes he can be 
a little naughty in the ring and I’m always respectful of the other 
competitors,” DeFilippi said.

Santo also went on to compete in the All Breeds Supreme 
later on in the day, amongst 20 other horses who had all won 
champion in their respective classes.

When the Standardbred is put into the mix with all of the other 
breeds of horses they can be known to be the underdog but this 
time the underdog came through and Santo finished third  -a  
huge tribute to the DeFilippi family. 

“I was really pleased to win them both but it was equally as 
thrilling to compete in the All Breeds Supreme where Santo 
finished third.”

By Hayley Clarke

Santo is lead around the show ring by Colin and Julie’s daughter 
Mandy, who plays just as important role as Santo does himself. 

Mandy has to dress up just as nicely as Santo  to wow the judges 
at each show and even more effort goes in for the big shows. 

After finishing third in best presented behind another harness 
racing enthusiast Shannon Luff and her horse Courage Du Fair 
(first) and also Markham and J D Fortune (second), Santo went 
on to win first in the gelding class, this time beating Markham 
(second) and Luff (third) which took him through to the champion 
class. 

“I work him during the week and leading up to a show but Mandy 
comes and practices his inhand work with him,” DeFilippi said. 

DeFilippi is the first to admit that a lot of work goes into preparing 
a horse for a show. 

“Too much according to Colin!” Julie laughs, “but seriously, a lot 
more than people realise,” she added.

Although the work is endless, keeping the horses looking tidy, 
manes and tails trimmed, brushing all their winter coats out, 
oiling their feet, numerous washes to get the summer dust out, 
plaiting manes and tails the night before and of course keeping 
them out of trouble in the paddock leading up to a show, the 
end results make it all worthwhile. Being able to present the 
standardbred who she works with most days of her life is a great 
thrill. 

“It’s great to be able to provide these horses with another life after 
their racing careers are over.”

Which leads on to the reasoning behind DeFilippi’s newly 
appointed role as New Zealand Standardbred Breeders 
Association Ambassador for Riding and Showing. 

Colin and Julie are all smiles with the owners of Stent, 
Trevor Casey & his partner Kate Marriott



That presence carried over to the Friday when a little 
standardbred was noticed out of 20 horses during the All Breeds 
judging; a great achievement for the breed that is always doing 
their best to please us, on the track or more commonly now in 
the show ring.

DeFilippi has had many thrills in Harness Racing, especially with 
the likes of Kym’s Girl and more recently Stent. But those thrills 
on that big stage don’t stop her experiencing the same feelings 
as when she gets a win on showing’s big stage. 

“It is a little similar really, just the satisfaction of doing it to the 
best of your ability and seeing all the hard work pay off.”

So as Santo prepares for his next big outing on the December 
9 and then for his big journey to Hastings in March, DeFilippi 
is quietly preparing for many of her ventures along the way of 
saving the Standardbreds and giving them the life they deserve 
after racing. 

And take note, this won’t be the last time you hear of Santo… and 
Julie DeFilippi of course! 

BREEDING MATTERS

In this role DeFilippi will liaise with the North and South Island 
standardbred riding associations, The Breeders, Horse of the Year 
(HOY) organisers and the Royal Agricultural Society on all matters 
standardbred showing and riding. 

Here she will be helping the NZ Standardbred Breeders 
Association with the showing movement and help to keep things 
running smoothly.  

The Breeders will support both riding associations with an 
annual grant. They will use the funding to contribute to the 
costs of standardbred classes at shows around the country. The 
Breeders will also fund the annual HOY entry fee plus the annual 
RAS registration fee.

Along with training race horses, showing horses, her newly 
appointed role for the NZSBA and keeping up with the family, 
DeFilippi is also an RAS qualified judge.

“When my kids finished riding I was a bit lost without showing, 
so I decided to try the other side of the fence and become a 
judge. I have three show horses at the moment and when they 
are not competing I’m usually judging somewhere.”

After picking up the two biggest awards for Inhand Standardbreds 
at the Canterbury A&P Show, Santo now has two more big 
shows to tackle in the near future. 

He is lining up on Friday December 9 at the South Island Premier 
Show where there will be more competition than at the A&P 
show and where Markham and Luff will be hot on his heels once 
again. 

Once the South Island Premier Show is out of the way Santo will 
head north to compete in the popular national HOY Show.

Throughout the season horses have to pick up a win in a 
conformation class to be able to qualify to compete at HOY which 
is a big ask for all of the horses hoping to get there.

“He is already qualified for Horse of the Year so he will have a 
break to freshen up before getting ready to go to Hastings in 
March.”

Just as DeFilippi enjoys a break from the racing side of things, 
Santo enjoys a break from the showing side of things. 

“He is broken in to saddle and is ridden at home and at the forest. 
He loves just hacking out but I don’t think he will make it to the 
show ring under saddle,” DeFilippi said. 

And why would he need to when he already picks up wide 
ribbons at most inhand shows?

As DeFilippi said, Santo can get a bit naughty at shows and all of 
the hype around the Royal Canterbury A&P Show certainly lifted 
his spirits on the day.

As the rain came down on Wednesday November 9 Santo 
decided to get a little excited about things in his gelding class and 
champion class however all of the prior effort that DeFilippi and 
Mandy had put into him paid off as he was seen to have the best 
conformation and movement out of all the other standardbreds 
that day. 

Julie’s pride and joy ‘Santo’ pictured after competing in the 
Canterbury A & P show



2016 Stud Fee: $3,000 + GST  •  Stud Fee if payable on live foal: $3,750 + GST
Bookings to Brent & Sheree McIntyre Phone:  (03) 202-5506 or (027) 752-2284
NZ Sires Stakes & Breeders Crown nominated

Net Ten EOM won in 1:49.4f and was race-timed in less than 1:50 on three occasions in a short racing career.

•	 Net	Ten	EOM	is	a	half-brother-in-blood	to	Well	Said,	sire	of	
2016	Meadowlands	Pace	winner	Control	The	Moment.

•	 With	Direct	Scooter	blood	close	up	on	both	sides	of	his	
family,	Net	Ten	EOM	appeals	to	New	Zealand	breeders.	
His	first	two-year-olds	will	hit	the	track	in	the	US	and	NZ	
next	year.

We can’t wait. Can you?

For	more	information	go	to www.maccalodge.com

•	 The	first	son	of	Somebeachsomewhere	available	to	New	
Zealand	breeders	in	2014,	Net	Ten	EOM	claims	both	a	sire	
and	a	dam	as	world	champions.	His	dam,	the	illustrious	
Glowing	Report	(1:49.2),	is	in	the	Hall	of	Fame	after	a	stellar	
race	career	that	reaped	23	wins	and	$2.3	million	in	stakes.	
And	his	second	dam	Grand	Lady	(1:52.8),	also	in	the	Hall	of	
Fame,	has	an	astonishing	record	as	a	broodmare,	producing	
13	foals	of	racing	age	who’ve	earned	nearly	$5	million.	This	
family	has	produced	eight	in	1:49.4	or	faster,	including	top	
performer	Well	Said.

One	of	the	greatest	racehorses	of	all	time	who	has	already	become	a	super	sire	must	surely	leave	a	
champion	stallion.	That	horse	could	be Net Ten EOM.	By	Somebeachsomewhere	out	of	a	champion	
Artsplace	racemare,	he’s	bred	on	the	same	cross	as	the	brilliant	Captaintreacherous	and	is	from	a	

current	US	family	consistently	producing	champions.

The Somebeachsomewhere siring line  
is becoming more dominant by the day!

NET TEN EOM

Panspacificflight (1:50.6) was a topline racehorse. He won his first four starts as a two-year-old and ran a very 
close third in Canada’s richest race, the North America Cup, at three.

Lightly supported here, Panspacificflight has a record as a stallion that even the most commercial sires 
struggle to match. Multiple winners like Little Rascal, The Manipulator, Glenisla, Arden’s Concord, Southern 
Pursuit, Wick, Last Flight In, Sir Mac’s Man, In Full Flight... all from a first crop of just 23 live foals. As well 
as top filly Arden’s Choice, from his second crop, a Group I winner at two. A multiple Group placegetter, 

including a third in this year’s New Zealand Oaks, with stakes of more than $200,000

Sixty per cent winners from his first NZ crop
PANSPACIFICFLIGHT

•	 He	is	from	a	strong	maternal	family	that	keeps	producing	
top	stallions.	He’s	a	half-brother-in-blood	to	champiom	
sire	Art	Major	and	is	closely	related	to	the	brilliant	
Captaintreacherous.	And	Panspacificflight	has	a	half-brother	
who has gone under 1:50 and won nearly $1 million.

There is no better value for a stallion  
in New Zealand than Panspacificflight.

For more information go to www.maccalodge.com

•	 A	proven	sire	in	the	United	States	where	his	progeny	
have	won	$14.3	million.	He	now	has	124	winners	in	1:55	
or	better.	Some	were	winning	at	two	and	are	still	racing	at	
eight.	In	2014	he	had	28	two-year-old	winners.	Last	year	
those horses won more than $1 million in stakes.

•	 And	new	stars	are	emerging	like	three-year-old	Paver	
Jack,	winner	of	the	2016	$75,000	Indiana	Sires	Stakes	
Final in 1:51.

2016 Stud Fee: $3,000 + GST  •  Stud Fee if payable on live foal: $3,750 + GST
Bookings to Brent & Sheree McIntyre Phone:  (03) 202-5506 or (027) 752-2284
NZ Sires Stakes & Breeders Crown nominated
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L O O K I N G  F O R  C H R I S T I A N 
C U L L E N ’ S  A N O I N T E D  S O N 
–  A N D  W H Y  R A G I N G  B U L L 
M I G H T  B E  I T

Keeping any siring line going over time is not easy. They bloom 
and fade, then bloom again. Dominance changes, and a sire 
line also needs a good compatible or outcross mare pool to work 
with, and vice versa. So there is a lot of genetic logic behind the 
changing fortunes of siring lines. 

What was likely 10 or 20 years ago – the growing dominance 
of the Artsplace sire line, the struggle to keep Direct Scooter’s 
line alive, several Western Hanover sons not living up to 
expectations…. has turned around to become a blossoming of 
the Direct Scooter sire line in both hemispheres, a big burst from 
Western Hanover thanks to Western Ideal, and Artsplace more 
or less relying on Art Major and his sons to keep that line going 
– although recent entrants Sportswriter and Sweet Lou could 
change that if Art Major doesn’t find a really strong son and heir 
soon.

Cam Fella has had huge success with his sons in North America, 
but Bettor’s Delight is the only real star sire as a grandson 
available here, and he has yet to find a really strong successor, 
the anointed son to carry on the Cam Fella siring line.  Ironically, it 
is a son of his brother Roll With Joe who may pick up that mantle, 
I think – Racing Hill, recently retired to stud, has a pedigree to 
die for. Check out his maternal line on Classic Families here, so 
many influences and strengths to tap into!

IN THE POCKET/DIRECT SCOOTER LINE IN 
NEW ZEALAND

Thanks to Mach Three, there is a chance that Direct Scooter will 
continue on here through locally bred sires Auckland Reactor 
and Sir Lincoln, and access to Somebeachsomewhere and his 
sons. However that is the Matt’s Scooter branch, and in New 
Zealand we have our own search for a sire to continue the 
highly successful In The Pocket line, a sire we have pretty much 
claimed as our own. With his super racehorses and well-bred 
sons Courage Under Fire, Changeover and Christian Cullen, there 
seemed to be every chance that at least a few successors would 
come from those sires and carry on the mahe in a commercial 
way. But it has proved much harder. Changeover is still a work in 
progress as a sire, and needs more topline sons who also happen 
to be colts to have a chance to carry on that branch. Courage 
Under Fire is so admired as a sire and damsire, and his only 
siring son is Lanercost, a low cost option standing in Queensland, 
Australia. Lanercost was a super racehorse, especially as a 2, 3 
and 4yo and has solid New Zealand breeding on his side but he 

By Bee Pears will have the job of upgrading the small numbers of mares he is 
likely to get, so he needs a lot of luck. 

The likely successor was always going to come from Christian 
Cullen with his super record as a sire and big numbers over many 
years, and generally having the pick of our mares. But it is never 
that easy.

SONS OF CHRISTIAN CULLEN AS SIRES TO DATE

Many have been or are being tried, yet none have stood out 
yet and some, for fertility or poor response reasons, have been 
moved to small studs in Australia or simply dropped out of sight. 
His siring sons have included (with total NZ bred live foals to date 
in brackets as at early November 2016) – Pay Me Christian (36), 
Charles Bronson (36), Christian Fire (24), Gotta Go Cullen (133), 
Tomahawk (38), Ohoka Arizona (209), Justa Tiger (56), Gotta Go 
Cullect (406), Raging Bull (40), Stunin Cullen (78), Alta Christiano 
(7 – but stands at Alabar Australia where he has 81 live foals). 

As I will cover in more detail below, Gotta Go Cullect has had 
the most opportunity, but couldn’t convert it to performers, 
and I believe he has retired from breeding. Ohoka Arizona has 
been solid, but again his performers (apart from a couple of 
exceptions) are one or two win horses. Alta Christiano did much 
of his racing in Australia and won the WA Derby, which explains 
his appeal there, as well as his damsire Fake Left, who stood 
very successfully in Australia. If he gets the numbers and some 
early runs on the board, he’s a possible heir but perhaps more in 
Australia than here.

One possible successor, Raging Bull, flies under the radar, and 
mainly because he had only 10 starts at the races. He stands at 
goStallions (Noel Kennard) in the South Island of New Zealand 
for $1500 + gst. His first two yearlings at the sales sold for $27,000 
and $22,000 respectively. His siring career has been marked by 
location changes and that never helps get traction, and by his 
short period of racetrack performance – 10 starts for 5 wins and 
5 seconds - quite incredible but too short to help him stick in the 
mind of many breeders. He is an superbly handsome colt, in the 
mould of his sire. 

Raging Bull
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WHY RAGING BULL IS DIFFERENT 

What I’m about to say is controversial but it is worth thinking 
about.

Where Raging Bull differs from almost all other sons of Christian 
Cullen is that his maternal line is solidly North American, being 
from an Artplace mare San Sophia who is a full sister to the 
extraordinarily good mare Galleria. Galleria paced 1.49 back 
in the late 1990s, when that sort of record was incredible, and 
earned US$1.8million. The bottom line of this pedigree is not well 
known to us at a glance – it is the U6 family, which is actually 
the maternal family of Albatross, Nihilator, and more recently 
Pure Country amongst others. We probably know it best through 
the Margaret Parrish branch. I’m familiar with it because it is 
the maternal family of the mare Sophie’s Choice that I leased a 
few years ago to breed to Tintin In America (lovely foal, now 2yo 
gelding called Jack Tar with trainer Maurice McKendry).

It is one of those really solid families, consistent rather than 
spectacular – although you would have to use spectacular for 
those incredible descendants listed above! But with the Artsplace 
element coming into the picture, it becomes a very classy option. 
The Christian Cullen x Artsplace mare cross not only resulted 
in Raging Bull but also (NZ breds) 23 foals of racing age, for 17 
qualifiers and 12 winners to date. That’s 50% winners to foals, 
which is very good.

Over many decades we have slowly been improving the quality 
and performance of New Zealand standardbreds by bringing in 
some of the best bloodlines from North America – as sires and 
sometimes as imported mares for breeding.

Royden Lodge and many others were doing this right back in 
the 1950s and well before that. That’s how our maternal families 
have injections of top quality from sires like Bachelor Hanover (a 
son of two pivotal individuals Nibble Hanover and The Old Maid) 
and of course U Scott and Light Brigade who is a brother to The 
Old Maid. The upgrading of our stock continues to the present, 
with top sires from around the globe now available, pacers and 
trotters, to match with our mares and therefore move into our 
maternal families.

Christian Cullen, Courage Under Fire and Changeover are all the 
result of a match with American bred In The Pocket and NZ bred 
mares who have had some input along the way of American bred 
sires feeding into their maternal pedigree as damsires. Courage 
Under Fire has Vance Hanover and Adios Butler, for example. 
Changeover has Vance Hanover, Tuft, Light Brigade and U Scott. 
And Christian Cullen has Bo Scots Blue Chip, Overtrick, Lumber 
Dream and U Scott all bringing American breeding into the 
maternal pedigree.

If the principle over all these years is to upgrade by bringing in 
currently globally top bred/performed sires for our local bred 
mares, why not do the reverse – bring in the currently globally 
great mares for our locally bred sires? Again, this has been 
done over the years with quality mares like Sungait Song, Tina 
Rainbow, Gentle Audrey, Urgent Need, and so on.

Importing well-bred North American mares is difficult to achieve 
logistically and financially – but it has been done and is done, and 
Raging Bull is an example of how we could see this as a long 
term asset for our siring ranks. 

The result with Raging Bull is that his pedigree is totally North 

American breeding apart from Christian Cullen’s maternal family 
(N1). It probably helped Raging Bull as a racehorse, and now it 
gives him an edge as a sire too.

What this means is that Raging Bull has a lot more modern 
global classic families to draw on to deal with the varying quality 
of mares he may get as a low-priced sire. And if breeders sent 
better quality NZ-bred mares to him with North American 
elements in their pedigree that work with his breeding, then that 
is even better.

For these reasons, he stands out to me as having some 
credentials that could make him a very successful sire – if only 
he gets the numbers and the quality. There are already some 
well-bred mares with his foals, including 2 or 3 that create a 3×3 
to Artsplace in his pedigree. 

MY OWN DECISION

I’m putting my money where my mouth is, this season, and 
with no promotional incentives or back-handers. I have no 
personal interest in the sire apart from the fact he suits my mare 
(Grinfromeartoear x Zenterfold mare The Blue Lotus) and seems 
incredible value. That’s why I have a booking to Raging Bull this 
season. 

The match is unusual in that it is a reverse sex 3×3 to both 
Artsplace and In The Pocket, two very different but highest 
quality sires and damsires. It is a bold match, but I really like the 
balance of it and that there are other complementary factors 
like Breath O Spring, Good Time and Race Time pulling threads 
together behind the scenes. There is also a duplication further 
back to Golden Miss via Blue Horizon and Striking Image, and her 
known love affair with Shadow Wave who is also in the mare’s 
maternal pedigree. As you know, The Blue Lotus is a full brother 
to Destination Moon who has now earned over $100,000 and a 
half-sister to Tintin In America, so this is a strong family and I am 
bringing those family performance strengths to the match. 

GOTTA GO CULLECT – ANOTHER NORTH 
AMERICAN MATERNAL LINE

Let me look at another son of Christian Cullen with US influences 
in his maternal line – Gotta Go Cullect. He had plenty of chances 
and sired some capable types, but overall he has not succeeded 
as a sire, let alone as the potential inheritor of the In The Pocket 
sire line. 

He was a lovely looking athletic horse, retired halfway through 
his 3yo season because of injury. He was promoted very well by 
Alabar as the “breeders choice as Christian Cullen’s successor” 
but hindsight says No. However it was not a silly notion at all. 
He had a lot going for him. His maternal family is interesting – it 
is the US family of Norice (U30), although Norice was imported 
and raced here in New Zealand and Australia before being bred 
(mainly to imported American sires but not entirely – her great-
granddaughter Single Star is by Nelson Derby, a son of Norice 
which make Single Star 2×3 to the mare).

The best performed descendants of Single Star are found in the 
branches of her two U Scott daughters Petra Star (leading to 
the Sakantula branch with Ermis, Iraklis, and also Monkey King 
amongst the many descendants) and Riviera – her descendants 
include Mach Alert, but mainly the performers are in the branch 
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belonging to Ruling Caste, where you will find Lochaburn, Ruling 
VC, Anvilanunoit, Bellam (who became a trotting sire here), 
Brabham, amongst her descendants along with the tough great 
mare Elect To Live who of course is Gotta Go Cullect’s dam. 
There is one other branch of Single Star’s family that is worth a 
mention – that’s from her Dillon Hall daughter Starlet and her 
daughter Morano Star. The many descendants from branches of 
that family include Courage to Rule (by Courage Under Fire) and 
Star Nurse’s descendants including Starship, Ima Rocket Star, 
and Anvil’s Star.

So the maternal family of Gotta Go Cullect is no slug at all.

But although the maternal bottom line is American, the sires 
along the way have perhaps been lacking a real top quality sire in 
recent times – the last three for Gotta Go Cullect were Live Or Die, 
Lopez Hanover, Card Shark. While Raging Bull’s equivalents were 
Artsplace, Sherman Almahurst (a bit questionable), and Striking 
Image (son of Strike Out who is a son of Golden Miss). Striking 
Image is the damsire of Lucky Lady, the dam of Camluck and 
grandam of Kikikatie amongst others.

Bee Pears is the author of the independent blogsite 
www.b4breeding.com 

IN CONCLUSION…

It would be damn nice if Christian Cullen left a siring legacy, not 
just for our pride and joy as Kiwis but also as a contribution to 
the very important global breeding pool – which is more like a 
paddling pool for pacing sires. 

Although we can be proud of our “colonial” maternal lines, 
having a locally bred sire with top compatible American maternal 
breeding is a huge asset and I believe it is an opportunity we 
should grab. It gives an added injection of speed and breeding a 
sire needs to help us lift our breed to the next notch.

Even given much opportunity (like Gotta Go Cullect) there are no 
guarantees. But sometimes it is worth investing, and that’s what 
I have done.

Raging Bull x The Blue Lotus test mating
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F U L L  S T E A M  A H E A D  T O 
F E B R U A R Y  Y E A R L I N G  S A L E S

With Cup Week now in the rear view and all cylinders firing 
towards the Auckland Cup carnival, the good folk at PGGW are 
busy gearing up for another dose of the Australasian Classic and 
New Zealand Premier Yearling Sales.

Riding the high of last year’s strong sales results, Barlass said he 
was looking forward to “another strong sale as the with smaller 
crop of horses being bred, there is an almost greater demand 
now for quality bloodstock”.

Two outstanding results from Cup Day and the numbers don’t lie.

Last year’s sales turnover totalled $13.6 million. Up a full $4 
million dollars on the same total in 2012. Auckland had its highest 
turnover EVER at $5.6 million. 

Christchurch reached the magical $8 million-dollar mark! A 
feat that had only been achieved in 2008 and 2009, when the 
Premiere sale was spread over 3 days with catalogues of 500+, 
not the 374 seen last year.

Other areas indicative of a good sales included the 85% clearance 
rate in both islands, something that had never before been 
achieved.

There were also 17 $100,000 sales and 53 purchasers who spent 
$100,000 or more!

Not wanting to rest on their laurels the PGGW team met with 
Vendors and breeders around the country for an open discussion 
on what was working, what wasn’t and what could be done 
better.

“The consensus of breeders in the South Island was to reduce 
the Christchurch catalogue from the 375 offered in February 
2016”, said Barlass.

“It was felt that a small reduction just made stabling, selling 
and transporting in and out a little more comfortable for all 
concerned.”

From an initial nomination of 560 (159 for Auckland and 401 for 
Christchurch) this has been selected down to 150 in the North 
Island and 360 in the Southern sale.

However, that is likely to change with ten withdrawals since the 
sales catalogue went to print.

Other areas of improvement were largely based around the 
venue at the Showgrounds in Christchurch. While it isn’t the 
purpose built sales ring vendors in the North enjoy, PGGW have 
worked hard in the ‘off season’ to bring the mix of sound and 
visual displays up to the standard enjoyed at Karaka.

“We’ve been working closely with Ken Hume of New Zealand 
Bloodstock who have made available for the first time the display 

By Brad Reid

software used in the North Island. They recently held their sale at 
our venue for the first time ever and experienced one of their best 
South Island results ever. 

One of the trade off’s in making the display software available is 
that PGGW develop an indicator board for outside on the front of 
the Riding for the Disabled arena.

“It will be able to be seen from the stabling area and provide 
preparers (and everyone in attendance) with a better opportunity 
to establish what lot is in the ring at any given time”, said 
Barlass.

The sale will once again be web casted live via the PGGW 
website with the costs of televising the three sale days live on 
Trackside prohibitive. In fact the majority of Vendors preferred to 
see that money spent elsewhere. 

No surprises which sire has the largest draft.  Leading North 
American and just crowned five times Australasia’s Leading Sire, 
Bettor’s Delight, has a grand total of 110 yearlings (70 colts and 40 
fillies) with 46 to be offered in Auckland and 64 in Christchurch.

Art Major, whose yearlings met with huge demand this year 
has his largest draft ever with 73, 55 of them catalogued in 
Christchurch.  Mach Three who recently topped the Australian 
Percentage Sires List alongside Bettor’s has 45 on offer, followed 
by the first season crop of A Rocknroll Dance with 39 yearlings.  
American Ideal, Auckland Reactor and Sportswriter each have 
21 yearlings a piece.  Somebeachsomewhere who is well on the 
way to his third 3yo Sires Premiership in the USA has 13 yearlings 
and five time NZ Leading Sire Christian Cullen has 12 yearlings 
(10 colts).

The trotters total 73 nationally (18 in Auckland and 55 in 
Christchurch), which is marginally down on previous years.  
Majestic Son dominates the trotting draft with 24 yearlings, 
followed by Andover Hall with 9, and Angus Hall 7.  After that 
though there is a massive selection with the progeny of 19 
individual trotting sires catalogued.



� Muscle Hill’s  book is full world wide.

� Trixton  has served 2 full books in both North America and in Europe

 (by way of frozen semen) so now is a great time to take the opportunity to breed to

 the greatest son of Muscle Hill at stud to date.

� Trixton  has the number one stallion pedigree in the world today with his dam being an age group champion full 

sister to three of the world's most influential sires.

TRIXTON
t3, 1.50.6  $947,057

Muscle Hill – Emilie Cas El – Garland Lobell
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Jimmy Takter flourishes 
the whip to celebrate 

Trixton’s 2014 win in the 
Hambletonian defeating 

the now 2016 Elitlop 
winner Nuncio recording 

what still stands as 
the second fastest 

Hambletonian win ever 
1.50.6
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For all enquiries please contact: Peter O’Rourke
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Email: pjorourke13@gmail.com
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T A X A T I O N  U P D A T E : 
B L O O D S T O C K  P A R T N E R S H I P S

The Commissioner of Inland Revenue has published 
another Question We’ve Been Asked - PUB00290.

This time someone is seeking clarification from the 
Commissioner on certain aspects of the income tax and GST 
treatment for a partnership formed for the purposes of carrying 
on a bloodstock breeding business. Publically available at  
http://www.ird.govt.nz/public-consultation/current/ the 
Commissioner is seeking comments on the QWBA by 23 
December 2016.

In this case a new partnership is purchasing its first horse with 
a plan to race the horse for several years before using the horse 
for breeding. (This could apply equally to a partnership of several 
horses.)

The specific income tax issues Inland Revenue has been asked 
to consider:

• whether s EC 39 allows a write-down in the year of  
 purchase; and, specifically
• whether s EC 39 requires a pre-existing breeding  
 business; and
• whether the purchase of the first horse will commence  
 a “bloodstock breeding business”;
• whether partners carrying on another bloodstock  
 breeding business may apply the write-down in s EC  
 39; and
• how the sale of breeding stock should be treated when  
 the partnership is carrying on a bloodstock breeding  
 business.

The specific GST issue is whether a partnership in this situation 
with the following characteristics is carrying on a taxable activity 
for GST purposes:

• The horse selected had a top pedigree and cost in  
 excess of $200,000.
• The partnership engages an experienced manager with  
 the necessary contacts to deliver in accordance with the  
 breeding plan once the partnership reaches the actual  
 breeding phase.
• The partnership engages an experienced trainer with a  
 history of training successful racehorses.
• The partnership implements (and follows) a detailed  
 plan covering the purchase of the horse, care,   
 training, racing and breeding, including the estimated  
 timeframes and cost for each stage.

The Commissioner’s view in the consultation document is that 
a partnership purchasing its first horse with a view to racing that 
horse for several years before breeding will not be entitled to a 
write-down for that horse in the year of purchase. Section EC 
39 requires the taxpayer to be carrying on a breeding business 
at the time of purchase. Further, the purchase of the first horse 
in these circumstances will not mean a breeding business has 
commenced for the syndicate until breeding takes place or the 
intention to bred is beyond doubt.

However, syndicate partners that are carrying on another 
bloodstock breeding business (separate from the partnership) 
will be entitled to a write-down for their share of the horse, even if 
that horse is being used for racing.

Where a partnership is carrying on a bloodstock breeding 
business and breeding stock is sold:

• the sale proceeds will be income; and
• there will be no year-end add back in the year of sale for  
 any carrying value for the bloodstock sold.

Although each situation must be considered on its facts, the 
partnership described in above is likely to be carrying on a 
taxable activity for GST purposes. If so, it will be entitled to an 
input tax deduction for costs incurred in that taxable activity (for 
example, the purchase of the horse and ongoing costs). The 
partnership must also return GST on any supplies that it makes 
(including race winnings and any bloodstock sold).

The Commissioner makes it very clear in the document that 
“while the issues and fact situations dealt with (particularly, 
in relation to GST) are quite specific, the Commissioner, 
nevertheless, considered that other taxpayers and advisors in 
the bloodstock industry might find the answers and reasoning 
useful. As several relevant aspects depend on specific facts 
and circumstances, it is not intended to issue a more general 
statement on this area.”

NZSBA is interested in hearing about any issues standardbred 
breeders may be having with Inland Revenue on income tax and 
GST matters. Please feel free to contact chairman  John Mooney 
(021 614 190 or john@thebreeders.co.nz) or Brad Reid (brad@
thebreeders.co.nz). John is in regular contact with the NZ Racing 
Board and its advisers on these issues.

NZSBA believes that it is important that the bloodstock taxation 
legislation is applied as intended. Breeders, other than those for 
whom it is a hobby, should has access to a tax and GST regime 
equivalent to other primary producers and those who make front-
end investments in what is a medium to long-term business 
commitment.

By John Mooney
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F R O Z E N  E M B R Y O S  F O R 
N E W  Z E A L A N D !

Why would you want to freeze an embryo?  Standardbred mares 
are only allowed to carry one pregnancy to term in a year. This 
seems to be a limiting factor for mares when stallions can 
produce multiple offspring in a year or preserve their frozen 
semen for international breeding or for breeding after the stallion 
has died.

The ability to successfully freeze embryos would enable breeders 
to collect several embryos before a young mare begins her racing 
career or while she may be spelling. Embryo recovery could be 
arranged for a time of year that the mare was not in full work 
or racing. Once the embryo is frozen it can be transferred into a 
surrogate mare in the breeding season of the breeders’ choice. 
Furthermore, old mares could produce multiple embryos in their 
twilight years and their genetics preserved for future use. One of 
the biggest advantages of freezing embryos would be to reduce 
the cost of embryo programmes by enabling the use of a single 
surrogate mare, instead of the current requirement to manage at 
least two surrogate mares for one embryo to optimise pregnancy 
rates. The frozen embryo can simply be stored until the surrogate 
was ready and then transferred.

So why has this technology not “taken off” in horses? The 
first foal was produced from a frozen embryo in 1982 in Japan. 
However, unlike other species, the horse embryo can be quite 
large when recovered from the uterus at 7-8 days after ovulation. 
This makes the embryo very sensitive to freezing and the survival 
rates have been very poor. To circumvent this problem of size, 
the embryos are normally collected for freezing at 6 days after 
ovulation when they are smaller. However at only 6 days after 
ovulation the embryo recovery rates are not as good. Once these 
small embryos have been frozen, the survival rate after transfer 
is only 50-60% and so you need two embryos to obtain one 
pregnancy which becomes expensive again!

What has changed to make this technology affordable and 
achievable? Recently, Julia Weiss a veterinary embryologist 
from Europe developed the Weiss Equine Embryo Vitrification 
(WEEV) system. This method of embryo freezing uses a fast 
freeze technique that involves removing the fluid from the large 
equine embryo with a micromanipulator prior to freezing. To date 
the survival of these frozen embryos using the WEEV method 
has been over 90% after transfer. At EquiBreed NZ the first two 
embryos transferred using the WEEV method, have produced 
pregnancies! 

This opens many doors for the preservation of valuable female 
lines and export opportunities for New Zealand genetics! The 
revised Breeding Regulations for HRNZ (to be approved shortly) 
cater for new technologies such as embryo freezing. Each frozen 
embryo will be recorded and registered with the HRNZ Studbook. 
Embryos will be able to be bought and sold. The stallion owners 
will want to include the best way to manage the service fees 
payable for these frozen genetics in their breeders’ contracts.  
Watch this space for more opportunities to increase opportunities 
for NZ breeders!

By Dr Lee Morris and Julia Weiss,
EquiBreed NZ Ltd, Te Awamutu 3879. 

ABOVE: Embryo Transfer. 
BELOW: Embryo Freezing, Collapsing Embryo.  
BOTTOM: ICSI Set Up
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C A N T E R B U R Y  W I N G E R  L O O K I N G 
T O  K I C K  G O A L S  I N  H A R N E S S 
R A C I N G

Harness racing has attracted another high-profile sportsman 
but recently Marshall Suckling has had more pressing matters to 
tend to.

The 27-year-old Cantabrian, who this year played an integral role 
in the Canterbury Ranfurly Shield & Mitre 10 Cup winning team 
this year said this season gone was one of his most memorable.

“I am Canterbury born-and-bred and I’m bloody disappointed 
I broke my thumb in the Shield challenge against Waikato, so 
I was out for the last couple of weeks of the season. Though, 
winning that match was one of my career highlights, not only for 
the shield but combined on a personal note, receiving my blazer 
for Canterbury!”

Harness racing grandstands should also be graced with 
Suckling’s presence in the future – hopefully the one next to the 
Addington Showgrounds more-so.

Suckling said when he was a kid he watched his grandfather 
Garry breed and raise thoroughbreds and his mother Tracy do the 
same with equestrian and showjumping horses. Evidently Tracy 
was the first female jockey to qualify a hurdler in 1974-75.

“We had a stable at the back of Sumner but when my 
grandfather died the interest waned a bit, however I’ve always 
loved harness racing. I had been thinking about how I could 
become involved and had looked at breeding as something I 
would potentially be keen on also.

“Anyway I took it upon myself to study pedigrees and see who 
was out there to breed from. When I saw that there was a Real 
Desire mare for lease on The Breeders website it spurred my 
interest, because I had been told the Real Desire broodmares had 
some nice blood” Suckling said.

By Duane Ranger That Real Desire – Spirit Of Zeus mare was the one-win Robert 
Dunn trained bay, Feel Real. She had nine races and retired with 
a fourth at Rangiora on July 26.

“I really studied the bloodlines hard and liked the Real Desire line. 
She is also from the Tabella Beth (grand-dam) line that Lazarus, 
Light and Sound & Stars and Stripes hail from among other 
stars.”

“I leased Feel Real off Glen Scott & the Radfords and then 
recently put her to the Bettor’s Delight booking I secured earlier 
in the year when I thought I would give this a go. Her foal will be 
due in late September 2017 with a bit of luck. I told my mother 
(Tracey) about it and she backed me simply because I had done 
my homework,” Suckling said.

He said he would potentially sell a colt if it was a sales type to 
get a bit more in the kitty and get a mare of his own. Racing a filly 
and then retaining her as a broodmare is the other option.

“People who know me know that if I ever venture into something 
I want to go into it knowing I have prepared well and am giving 
myself the best chance of achieving a goal. Hopefully I am onto a 
nice breed here, because like every other harness racing breeder 
out there, I want to breed a Group One champion one day. I’m real 
serious about that,” Suckling said.

Suckling grew up in Redcliffs and attended Christchurch Boys’ 
High School, where he played for that school’s prestigious First XV 
for two years.

He was then selected for the New Zealand Schools team in his 
final year which competed at the World Schools Championships 
in Japan.

Suckling then moved to Australia in 2008 to play for the Gold 
Coast, but returned to New Zealand to study management and 
marketing at Otago University in 2009.

He now has a degree in commerce. He played 15 games for 
Otago making his provincial debut for them in 2012. He has also 
played 12 games for Canterbury.

“Luke Whitelock and his family love the trots and so does our 
manager Terry Williamson who owns the nice pacer, Seel The 
Deal who has won eight races Terry tells me.”
The American ideal gelding is now on the verge of a New 
Zealand cup start after a slashing second in the Methven Cup 
behind Smolda.

“So there’s a few of the lads in the Canterbury makeup who like 
the trots. I’ll certainly be doing my bit to tell them how great the 
sport is,” Suckling said.

“But for now I have one major mission to achieve with the ‘Red 
and Blacks’ tomorrow. Hopefully that winning feeling will just 
keep on carrying on,” he added.

Marshall Suckling & fellow winger Johnny McNicholl celebrate 
winning the Ranfurly Shield.
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in 1.51.6 and continues to impress. 



Passion, Pedigree, Performance

Tandias Courage with her He’s Watching Colt. 

Cozette Bromac with her Sunshine Beach Colt. 

www.bromaclodge.com  Bob McArdle +64 (0) 274 351 553  •  Farm: +64 3 349 6603

OUR YEARLING SALES PEDIGREES ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE 

Based in Springs Road, Prebbleton just out

of Christchurch, New Zealand, Bromac Lodge
is always happy to receive visitors and show off their 

prized possessions. We welcome any enquires you 

may have about our operation.

For a full list of our mares and their pedigrees
as well as those available for lease, please visit
our website or contact us via the details below.

Bromac Lodge has worked hard
to bring together a band of high class 

exceptionally well bred broodmares 
covering a cross section of some of the best 

classic bred families in Harness Racing.

Our Mission is to breed only top quality 
horses. Bob McArdle has always taken 

a long-term view of the industry and 
we value our many long term returning 

customers and look forward to new
and happy buyers.

Cruz Bromac (Falcon Seelster – Crown Defender)
has paced the 3rd Fastest Ever Mile Rate in Australia
in 1.51.6 and continues to impress. 



Helping grow the countrywww.standardbred.co.nz

N E W  Z E A L A N D  Y E A R L I N G  S A L E S  2 0 1 7

Sale of the

For a catalogue phone (03) 372 0967 or email rdeegan@pggwrightson.co.nz

Best Wishes  
to you and yours  

for a safe and  
Happy Christmas  
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LAZARUS  NZ, NI & Vic Derbies & NZ Cup – 7 Gr. 1’sHAVE FAITH IN ME  Miracle Mile, Auckland Cup – 7 Gr. 1’s

BEAUDIENE BOAZ  Harness Jewels,  
WA Derby, WA Fremantle Cup – 6 Gr. 1’s

SPEEDING SPUR  NZ & Australian 3YO  
Trotter of the Year, Great Southern Star Final

MITCH MAGUIRE   
WA Golden Slipper Stakes Gr. 1


