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Lot 12: ASSASSINS CREED
 (Bettor’s Delight - Sirius Flight)
Colt from a five win unbeaten daughter of Pacific Flight and full 
brother to Malak Uswaad (1.49f USA). Family of Chicago Bull 
and leading NSW 2/3yo Blue Moon Rising.

Lot 101: DON COYOTE
 (Bettor’s Delight - Coca Vicola)
Colt from a a race winning daughter of Scuse Me and half brother 
to top 3yo filly Bare Knuckle. This is her last foal.

Lot 57:  TOM BRADY
 (Muscle Hill - Turbo Pat)
September colt whose dam was an eight race winner and 
daughter of Young Pat who is the dam of Supreme Pat and Pats 
Sun, both prolific winners.

Lot 44:  PLUTONIUM LADY
 (Bettor’s Delight - Timeless Perfection)
Brown filly from a six winner Christian Cullen mare. Belongs to 
the Pacific Flight family and she is a stand-out filly.

    For inspections please contact Sara Smith 021 237 4223
Dancingonmoonlight Farm

 

TYX
TABLES    S

LOT 272  STYX RUNAWAY
CHRISTIAN CULLEN / WALK THIS WAY (FAKE LEFT)

Colt.  Christian Cullen from a 
Fake Left mare. Could be the 
last chance to buy a quality 
colt from this champion sire. 
October foal. Good size – 
correct – great walk.

LOT 341  STYX KIWI
ART MAJOR/ FREE AS A BIRD (IN THE POCKET)

Filly. This bird will fly. 
September foal. Mature 
– correct – paces free 
legged, very impressive.
 

Inspection welcome
Phone Neil Rich
Styx Stables
03 359 4323 or 027 451 4323

LOT 254  FLYING STYX 
BETTOR’S DELIGHT / STYX SLEEKNFLEET 
(CHRISTIAN CULLEN)

Stunning Bettor’s Delight colt from a 
Christian Cullen mare. Star Fleet – Espirit 
Noir – Black Watch. October foal. Has 
faultless conformation and great attitude.
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Lot 294: Maharani
Bay Filly by Mach Three – Asajah
Half sister to Shenandoah.
Royally bred.

Lot 428: Mac Attack
Brown Colt by Art Major – Raconteur
First colt from Raconteur.
Family running hot.

Lot 441: Zoetica
Bay filly by
Art Major – Shipshewana Flight
Maternal line of Terror To Love.
Double up of Rodine Hanover top
and bottom.
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Welcome to our annual Breeding Matters that focuses on all 
thing yearling sales.

Let me first thank the breeder vendors who have advertised with 
us. We truly appreciate your support and wish you all the best 
at the sales. When ringing vendors asking if they would like to 
advertise Brad and I are often told that “we cannot see the point 
of it. The photos look the same and we doubt trainers and buyer 
take any notice.”

Famous ad man David Ogilvy once said astutely, “I do not regard 
advertising as entertainment or an art form, but as a medium 
of information.” Whatever else advertising is trying to do, 
whether with words or pictures, its purpose always is to impart 
information. 

Our advertising vendors are passing on that they are taking to the 
sales quality yearlings that hopefully meet someone’s need for 
a potential racehorse. It may only take one photo or line of text to 
catch an eye for our vendor to have one more possible buyer who 
will come and look at the yearling, and better still bid on it.

For this sale’s season The Breeders have support vendors, 
and all breeders, with a special December edition of Breeding 
Matters - the so-called Black Book. Our purpose in producing 
and distributing 2,000 of the 92 page Black Book was to elevate 
the image of harness racing through exposing the joy, pride and 
fun of participating in our wonderful sport. 

The feedback has been very positive. One commentator wrote to 
us:

This is true “marketing” of our sport. This appeals 
to me as a targeted approach to attracting new 
participants, and suggesting small participants can 
become larger players. That’s what we need, right? 
Current participants to increase their involvement 
and non-participants to become owners. Increase 
the fan base. If you have this hitting the right 
audience, I’m sure it will bear fruit. 

BREEDING MATTERS

F R O M  T H E  C H A I R

By John Mooney | 
NZSBA Chairman

Obviously people who know what harness racing 
is and see it as having some appeal, are a classic 
target for this type of professional approach. 
Spreading it wider than just the current players? 
The emphasis on syndication is totally the right 
way to go. If people want to go it alone, they will 
anyway. Showcasing the fun and genuine value of 
being involved with our sport is also spot-on. 

The Black Book was sent to everyone who purchased a horse at 
the last three sales, all owners of horse that placed group races 
in the last two years, all NZSBA financial members, all public 
trainers, select open drivers, the TAB to send to their harness elite 
punters group, the financial backers of the publication, racing 
media, industry stakeholders and a select group of potential 
owners. If you missed a copy give us a call and we’ll mail one out 
to you.

The Breeders’ has as one of its objectives contributing to creating 
the environment that increases revenue for breeders. A 15 percent 
across the board increase in sales prices will put just under $2 
million extra in breeders pockets. Similarly new owners increase 
competition for good horses and prices will rise. 

HRNZ and the Racing Board are doing their part with increasing 
stakes. The new racefields legislation will bring an additional 
$4.9 million in annualised net profit in 2017/18, rising to $8.9 
million in 2018/19, and to $11.9 million for 2019/20. The new fixed 
odds betting platform is expected to bring similar increases from 
August this year. Harness’ share of these increases will flow 
straight into stakes.

The Racing Board met with the Minister recently. There was 
a positive and wide-ranging discussion. The NZRB reiterated 
their support to help implement the Minister’s policy agenda as 
soon as possible. NZRB believes those policies will significantly 
enhance both the competitiveness and sustainability of the New 
Zealand racing industry.

Creating the right atmosphere and confidence in our sport will 
benefit all breeders. Celebrating the sport’s great days and 
successes, showing that you do not need to spend a fortune to 
buy a champion and simply getting enjoyment out of racing and 
achieving that elusive win may encourage a few extra bids, or a 
current owner to buy one more or previous buyer to return to the 
sales. 

Finally I thank our sponsors and their continued support. They 
are an important part of our revenue base and I wish them a 
successful and profitable 2018.
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Lot 5 – Dragon Tattoo (filly)
 Art Major/Rozelski

Lot 9 – Sossutor (colt)
Bettor’s Delight/Sossusvlei

Lot 13 – Ab Fab (filly)
Bettor’s Delight/Speights Girl

Lot 17 – Lenize (filly)
Bettor’s Delight/Suidelike Meisie

Lot 38 – Artmosphere (colt) 
Art Major/Veste

Lot 43 – American Pride (colt) 
Andover Hall/Yankeedoosie

Lot 47 – Freddiesam (colt)
Bettor’s Delight/Zingara

Lot 51 – Endless Possibility 
(filly) Somebeachsomewhere/

Affairs Are Bettor

Lot 72 – Louis Litt (colt)
Art Major/Big Lucy

Lot 76 – Jack Irish (colt)
Bettor’s Delight/Black Maire

Lot 81 – Braebeach (colt)
Somebeachsomewhere/

Braeside Lady

Lot 85 – One Change (colt)
Bettor’s Delight/Changedown

Lot 106 – Diamondsonthebeach 
(colt) Somebeachsomewhere/ 

Dancing Diamonds

Lot 110 – Summer Change 
(filly) Somebeachsomewhere/ 

Dancingonmoonlight

Lot 115 – Harvey Specter (colt)
Art Major/Delightful Dale

Lot 119 – Atarah (filly)
Art Major/E J Becks

Lot 140 – Better Way Of Life 
(colt) Bettor’s Delight/Gentle 

Audrey

Lot 145 – Power Of Soul (filly)
Somebeachsomewhere/Good 

On Top

Lot 149 – Billion Dollar Baby 
(filly) Art Major/High Society Gal

Lot 152 – Prince Of Pleasure 
(colt) Bettor’s Delight/Holly 

Madison

www.breckonfarms.co.nz

Lot 22 – Joshua Richard (colt)
American Ideal/Taylor Kate

Lot 26 – Tasman Tempest (colt) 
Bettor’s Delight/

Temepara Cullen

Lot 30 – Em I Six (filly)
He’s Watching/

Thebestamancanget

Lot 34 – Mr Cornelius (colt)
American Ideal/Toast To Cullen

Lot 55 – Giddy Heights (filly)
Somebeachsomewhere/Affairs 

Of State

Lot 60 – Ray Donovan (colt)
Bettor’s Delight/A New Sensation

Lot 64 – Rock Me Baby (filly)
Mach Three/Angela Jane

Lot 68 – Dreams Are Bettor 
(filly) Bettor’s Delight/Angela’s 

Dream

Lot 89 – Scottish Poacher (colt)
Art Major/Classic Nymph

Lot 93 – Cyber Attack (colt)
Andover Hall/Cyberspace

Lot 98 – Summertime (filly)
 Art Major/Czanyi

Lot 102 – Shoot Through (colt) 
Bettor’s Delight/Dale Elinor

Lot 123 – Cheeky Babe (filly) 
Muscle Hill/Factor The Odds

Lot 127 – Triple Threat (colt)
Muscle Hill/Fear Factor

Lot 131 – Saul Good (colt) 
Mach Three/Fight Fire With Fire

Lot 136 – Bethells Beach (colt)
Somebeachsomewhere/Gentle 

Anvil

Lot 156 – Hotfoot It 
(colt) 

American Ideal/Hothooves

Lot 160 – Heezadoosie 
(colt) 

Muscle Hill/Love Ya Doosie

Lot 164 – Cant Change Me 
( filly) 

Bettor’s Delight/Maheer 
Princess

Lot 169 – Miss Shuga 
(filly)

 Art Major/Maid In 
Splendour

Lot 174 – Dina Bolt 
(colt)

 Bettor’s Delight/Pullover 
Brown

PROUDLY PRESENTS THE 2018 
BRECKON FARMS YEARLING DRAFT

www.breckonfarms.co.nz
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By Brad Reid

PACERS

He’s Watching

He’s Watching set himself up for a career at stud when the 
diminutive entire retired as the equal fastest horse of all time (in 
a race).
His credentials as a stallion were already illustrated in his mouth 
watering pedigree.
He’s Watching not only brings blistering speed and sensational 
gait to the equation, but also an incredible pedigree.
His sire American Ideal is by a son of the champion mare Leah 
Almahurst and is out of a daughter another champion mare 
in Three Diamonds. These two outstanding mares are closely 
related having their third and second dam respectively as the 
great K Nora.
Remarkably, the dam of He’s Watching carries the same cross. 
His own fourth dam is Leah Almahurst and the dam of his 
maternal grandsire is Three Diamonds.
So four strains of a dominant mare in K Nora via sex-balanced 
duplications of two champion mares – a pedigree enthusiasts 
paradise.
As a two-year-old, He’s Watching went undefeated and was 
awarded US 2yo Colt of the Year. In eight starts he set five track 
records and two World Records.
He returned as a three-year-old and became the equal fastest 
horse of all time when he demolished a strong field in the 
Meadowlands Pace, equaling the world record in 1:46.8.
He’s Watching has been well supported in the breeding barn 
having stood his first season at stud in the Southern Hempishere, 
with the subsequent progeny and first crop of 78 now rising 
yearlings.
Lot 19 at the Australasian Classic sale will have the distinction of 
being the first He’s Watching yearling sold at auction in the world.

There will be 16 lots in total sold across the two sales and He’s 
Watching has the fortune of being the patron of some lovely 
broodmares such as the mother of Lot 31, Tandia’s Courage 
which should see the stallion well supported on debut.

AKL Lots: 19,30,31,138 
CHCH Lots: 258, 344, 347, 275, 382, 414, 432, 454, 462, 477, 480, 
486 

Sweet Lou

The Great White Blaze makes his anticipated debut at the 
yearling sales this year and for the most part, a blind man’s guide 
dog wouldn’t have any trouble picking out a lot of his progeny.
Sweet Lou has stamped a lot of his progeny with his own 
athleticism and good looks, but it’s the white blaze so prominent 
on the faces of many of his yearlings that breeders are having no 
trouble in recognizing.
Sweet Lou entered the Australasian market with quality 
bloodlines not currently available or readily familiar to a lot of 
breeders. He is a complete out-cross being the son of Yankee 
Cruiser (Artiscape ) out of Sweet Future (Falcon’s Future). His 
maternal line is one of USA’s strongest with with his half brother 
being $2.7 million winner and World Champion Bettor Sweet 
(Bettor’s Delight) and half sister 1.51.1 mare Sweet Paprika 
(Artiscape).
His list of race track accomplishments were staggering; He 
earned USD$3,478,894 in purses and took a lifetime mark of 
1.47.0. Sweet Lou was Dan Patch 2 year old Pacing Colt of the 
year in 2011,  Dan Patch Older Pacer of the Year 2014 and US Pacer 
of the Year in 2014.
Sweet Lou lines up with 18 yearlings across the two sales and 
after some strong support at the Weanling Sales, vendors can be 
hopeful for similar success with their yearlings. 
Lot 8 could be among the most sort after being a half-brother to 
the Faithful out of the very good race mare Running On Faith.

CHCH Lots: 433, 455 
AKL Lots: 8, 15, 21, 35, 48, 54, 61, 74, 79, 80, 116, 126, 144, 154, 163, 
166 

Shadyshark Hanover

A commanding bay horse, foaled in 2008, Shadyshark Hanover 
is the fastest three-year-old son of Cam’s Card Shark 1:50 
($2.4million), a champion pacer of his time, and today a leading 
sire with 46 in the 1:50 list including Bettor’s Delight 1:49.8.
Shady Past, the dam of Shadyshark Hanover, has been one of 
the gems of the American stud book. She is the dam of nine 
individual winners, with eight in 1:55, two in 1:50 and five $100,000 
earners including Sharky Osborne 1:49.8 ($867,681), a full brother 
to Shadyshark Hanover, and Shaky Hanover 1:51.4 ($508,189).

He’s Watching



BREEDING MATTERS

Shady Past was out of the world champion racemare in 
Forbidden Past, one of the finest daughters of a champion sire 
and broodmare sire in Albatross. Forbidden Past, who won 19 
races and $276,185, retired as the second fastest female pacer of 
all-time.
Shadyshark Hanover took his record of 1:47.8 winning a division 
of the Oliver Wendell Holmes at The Meadowlands, in which he 
defeated Roll With Joe after coming from last, establishing a new 
stakes record in the process.
His oldest progeny are now 4YO’s in Australia where he has 
recorded 13 winners as a sire, highlighted by the 12 win mare 
Shady Secret.
With only a small crop of 11 yearlings on the ground in his first year 
at stud in NZ, Shadyshark Hanover finds himself represented by 
two lots at the Christchurch sale.
Arden Lodge have been great judges of a stallions credentials in 
the past breeding Bettor’s Strike and Arden’s Darlin from Bettor’s 
Delight’s small early crops. Lot 271 is on account of the Stiven’s 
and is from the great Tuapeka Lodge breed, some pretty good 
omens for a stallion with light numbers on the ground.

CHCH Lots: 271, 475 

Sunshine Beach

Sunshine Beach is a World Champion son of 
Somebeachsomewhere from the great Golden Miss family.
Next to the $3 million winner Captaintreacherous, Sunshine 
Beach is the greatest son to date of Somebeachsomewhere 
retiring with 10 wins and $977,438 in stakes. He put up these 
numbers battling painful kidney and bladder stones throughout 
his career.
His crowning glory is that he is the first horse ever to defeat 
the great Captaintreacherous. He did so as a three-year old 
in the $500,000 Battle of the Brandywine where he led with 
Captaintreacherous sitting outside him. At the end of a titanic 
stretch duel Sunshine Beach had his nose in front in a world 
record equalling 1:47.8.
A spectacular individual, Sunshine Beach is the best performer 
from the prolific Artsplace mare Light Up – the dam of five in 1:53 
and four $350,000+ winners that also include Warrawee Flare 
(1:50.6, $609,019), Safe Harbor (1:50.2, $502,688) and Western 
Moonlight (p, 2, 1:52.6, $366,091).
With 43 live foals from his first New Zealand crop, Sunshine 
Beach see’s himself represented by eight quality yearlings.
Lot 73 at Auckland is a close relative to several good recent 
performers including Alta Christiano and Alta Maestro. Lot 316 at 
Christchurch is out Child In Time which is another family littered 
with recent Group performers including the now West Australian 
filly Angel of Harlem.

CHCH Lots: 233, 296, 316, 329, 464, 476 
AKL Lots: 73, 118 

Sweet Lou
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SPRINGBANK LACHIE  NZ 2YO Trotting Stks Gr.3 LAZARUS  Vic 4YO Bonanza Gr.1

ALOKA  Diamond Creek Gr.2 SPANISH ARMADA  NZ Oaks Gr.1

CASH N FLOW Uncut Gems Listed DIZZY MISS LIZZY  Caduceus 2YO Fillies Gr.3

TITAN BANNER  Methven Cup Gr.3

WINSGROUP

HAVE FAITH IN ME New Brighton Cup Gr.3

Terror To Love

Terror To Love needs little introduction to NZ breeders with his 
three New Zealand Cup victories still burning brightly in the 
minds of all harness enthusiasts.
By champion sire Western Terror, from award winning mare Love 
To Live, Terror To Love retired with one of the greatest records of 
any stallion in the modern era. His 76 lifetime starts produced 31 
wins 16 seconds and 7 thirds for a total of $2,429,978.
He competed in 21 Group One races for an astounding 8 wins and 
8 placings, He won 3 consecutive New Zealand Cups and had a 
lifetime record of 1:51
Terror To Love was consistently brilliant throughout his career 
winning group races every season he competed and in doing so 
knocking off some of our greatest performers in recent times. 
Christen Me, Gold Ace and Adore Me to name a few.
He is represented by four yearlings from his first crop of 62 foals, 
of which there looks to be some real quality.
Lot 50 is out of the 8 win race mare, Albuquerque while Lot 379 is 
out of the Group 1 winning mare, Kamwood Cully.
 
AKL Lot: 50 
CHCH Lot: 379, 446, 484

TROTTERS
Trixton

Aren’t we lucky to have access to the best trotting bloodlines in 
the world?
The top priced yearling of the 2012 Lexington Sale at $360,000, 
Trixton carries an impeccable pedigree made up of champion 
sires, champion racehorses and champion broodmares.
Muscle Hill, the sire of Trixton, is widely regarded as the greatest 
trotter of the modern era. The winner of 20 consecutive races, 
Muscle Hill was the world’s champion three-year-old trotter at 
which age he took a record of 1:50.2 and established the highest 
ever single year’s earnings for a Standardbred of $2.45-million.
Trixton’s dam Emilie Cas El Tr 1:57.2 ($454,688) was a two-
year-old trotting champion, winning the 1994 O’Brien Award as 
Canada’s Horse of the Year – and ranks as a full sister to three 
leading contemporary trotting sires in Andover Hall, Angus Hall 
and Conway Hall.
The grand-dam Amour Angus is arguably the leading trotting 
broodmare of her generation and a Hall of Fame immortal.
In two seasons of racing in town hall company, Trixton earned 
$947,057, taking his mark of 1:50.6 in the Hambletonian.

As a three-year-old he won eight of 11 starts and from 19 lifetime 
starts he won 12 and was four times placed.
Trixton will see himself represented by two quality lots at the 
inaugural trotting sale in Christchurch.
Lot 177 has a rich North American pedigree being from the ex 
United States mare Run A Tab (Windsong’s Legacy). Lot 191 is a 
pedigree page NZ trotting fans will recognize being out of a half 
sister to Belle Galleon, dam of Stent, Arya & Belle’s Son to name 
a few.

CHCH  Lots: 177, 191 

Quaker Jet

The next generation of a breed-changing sireline, QUAKER JET 
is a three-time group-one winning son of world-leading stallion, 
Love You, and a grandson of the legendary, Coktail Jet.
He is also from the same maternal family as Coktail Jet, with his 
grand dam, Delmonica Jet, the great sire’s half-sister.
Quaker Jet was an outstanding racehorse with victories in three 
Group ones, Criterium Vitesse Côte d’ Azur, Prix René Ballière 
and Prix d’Atlantique and he was also runner up in the Prix 
d’Amérique (Gr.1). He was also among the leading trotters of his 
age with placings in the Criterium Continental, Criterium des 4 
Ans and Criterium des 5 Ans  and the Prix de Selection and Prix 
de Paris.
He is already proving a sensation at stud with his first crop 
producing the group one winning Aladin d’Ecajeul, the winner of 
the Criterium des 3 Ans and Prix de Selection and runner-up in 
the Criterium des 4 Ans. Quaker Jet has also had 53 of his first 
crop of 75 foals qualify, for 70.67% qualification as early 4YOs and 
already 45 of his 86 3YOs have qualified for a 52.33% qualification 
rate thus far.
From a small first crop of 10 live foals, Quaker Jet is represented 
by a Colt and a Filly at the Australasian Classic sale in Auckland.

AKL Lots: 125, 158

The Best Madrik

The Best Madrik was a serious race horse in the highly 
competitive French ranks earning well over a million Euro’s and 
picking up multiple Group wins at 2 through to 7.
He trotted an incredible 1:52.4 mile rate for a 2100m trip and also 
went a swift 1:56 mile rate over a 2700m journey. To put that 
in perspective, Quite A Moment, trotted a 1:59 mile rate when 
breaking the NZ Record over the same distance.
In 2015 he was the leading First Season sire and his progeny have 
hit the ground running with his first two crops already including a 
G1 winner and total earnings of over a million euro.
He is represented by one filly from his debut crop of four at 
the Australasian Classic Yearling Sale, and boy what a mouth 
watering pedigree it is for someone looking at racing a filly with 
residual broodmare value.
Lot 170 is out of Playmate Of The Year, the breed Tony & Anne 
Parker have developed from the imported American mare, 
Working Girl.   

AKL Lots: 170 

Terror To Love



SPRINGBANK LACHIE  NZ 2YO Trotting Stks Gr.3 LAZARUS  Vic 4YO Bonanza Gr.1

ALOKA  Diamond Creek Gr.2 SPANISH ARMADA  NZ Oaks Gr.1

CASH N FLOW Uncut Gems Listed DIZZY MISS LIZZY  Caduceus 2YO Fillies Gr.3

TITAN BANNER  Methven Cup Gr.3

WINSGROUP

HAVE FAITH IN ME New Brighton Cup Gr.3
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T E C H N O L O G Y 
T A L K S , 
E M B R A C E  I T .

If you are reading this there is a very good chance to know as 
much, or probably more, about the yearling sales than me.
Of course I think I know a lot about the yearling sales. Most of us 
who have been in the industry for a lifetime do.
It is one of the things that makes the sales machine turns: you 
think you know, I think I know, we put our money up and off we 
go.
But I am realistic enough, and my record as a buyer would prove 
it, that while I understand the sales about as much as I should 
there are plenty of people who know a hell of a lot more about it 
than I do.
It’s called experience. The experience some people have from 
years of breeding, selling, culling, taking less than they want and 
sometimes getting more than they expected.
That experience helps those who really know distinguish 
between the right cross and the wrong, good conformation and 
bad, a kind eye and a lunatic.
So I can’t help you with those things but there are plenty of 
people who can.
I can though help you with one thing I probably think about more 
than most people in harness racing and which might help you 
get better horses or help keep the ones you have.
Because horses tend to be owned by people. People who pay the 
bills and the way many trainers treat those people who bay the 
pills hasn’t quite caught up to the 21st century.
We have some of the best horse people in the world and I 
often marvel at their work ethic and dedication, let alone their 
knowledge.
And I don’t for a minute think that balancing that work load, 
accounts, owners and staff and the magnificent but fragile 
animal that is the horse is an easy thing.
But I do know we, as an industry, don’t communicate with our 
owners well enough.
Before you get up in arms, I don’t mean everybody. People are 
different and have different skill sets and some of our trainers are 
very good communicators.
And those who aren’t don’t withhold information to be difficult, 
arrogant or aloof. They just don’t think that way. After all, many 
of our trainers are farming stock, a vocation where actions speak 
louder than words.
But the harness racing industry is not an easy sell these days, 
even though the stakes versus sales prices ratio is heading into a 
very promising direction.
We are in direct competition with thoroughbred racing, who can 
play the glamour card and the Lotto ticket card, that being that 
the right galloper could make you a millionaire.
But even more so than that, the galloping trainers have more 
readily embraced modern technology to keep their owners 
informed while many in harness racing lag behind.

By Michael Guerin

If you have a galloper you might get an email detailing its 
progress, videos sent to your phone of jumpouts and full pictures 
and videos of the trials. And some NZ trainers even send out 
voice emails, speaking about your horse while you sit having a 
coffee listening at your leisure.
We don’t. And worse than that, I spend my whole life ringing 
harness racing trainers and they can be incredibly hard to get 
hold of.
Yes, I know it is because they all work so hard but here is the 
thing, owners still want to know what you are doing with their 
$50,000-$100,000 investment. Or even their $5000 investment.
Some trainers have websites, which are helpful and a great 
start, but that often puts the information in the public domain, 
which doesn’t make the specific owner feel that special. And the 
bookies can read it!!
So what can trainers do? After all, they are already busy.
Well social media is a very useful tool, as are audio recordings 
sent as email attachments. Takes a bit to learn but nowhere as 
tricky as it sounds. 
Yet the most important thing they can do to keep owners 
informed, engaged and wanting to come back for more is answer 
the phone. And if you are too busy to answer it, set time aside to 
return calls, the most obvious being via Bluetooth when driving 
the car or truck because that is often dead time.
If you are not a talker then get somebody who is to help, whether 
it be a worker, wife or husband or even one of your teenage kids. 
Let them be the point of contact if you are one of those trainers 
who “leaves the mobile in the car.”
I am sure there are plenty of old timers reading this who still 
prefer to catch up with their most loyal owner at the pub every 
Thursday for a beer and a bet and if that works then keep doing it.
But in an industry where I hear so many people complaining how 
hard it is to get new owners, maybe this sales time we should 
think about how we communicate with them once we do get 
them.
Because the people we are really competing with already are.  

BREEDING MATTERS
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For high school students (at least back in my day), it was a case 
of gnawing on your fingernails as you sweated on the arrival of 
the envelope containing your exam results. All the hard work (or 
not so much in my case when it came to maths with calculus) 
came down to this moment – would there be good news or bad 
inside the envelope?
For breeders and preparers, those teenage memories will shortly 
be flooding back in a different form when their pride and joy is led 
into the sale ring at the Australasian Classic Yearling Sale and 
New Zealand Premier Yearling Sale.
Nature has played its part in getting each yearling to this point 
but so has nurture. Preparers have invested hours upon hours to 
make sure every hair on their colt or filly is in place while breeders 
have poured in thousands of their own money to make sure their 
yearling has wanted for nothing since it entered this world.
But at least with your exam results, you had half an inkling what 
the results would be. For the vendors, however, there’s only so 
much you can control.
Certainly, your decision a couple of years ago to go to a particular 
stallion will – by now – be a masterstroke or perhaps one you’d 
like to do over, and the bloodlines will also speak for themselves. 
But if there’s one thing that’s guaranteed from these sales is that 
dreams will be made and also crushed once the hammer comes 
down on every sold lot.
Last year’s Australasian Classic sale did a roaring trade but many 
vendors were feeling the pinch and were pretty deflated if their 
yearlings were in the lower range at the New Zealand Premier 
Yearling Sale a couple of days later.

There certainly are signs that harness racing is 
picking up 12 months on from the 2017 sale but it 
remains to be seen whether that filters through to 
the breeding sector.
There are other questions which might be answered in mid-
February – will Bettor’s Delight continue his dominance of the 
pacing scene (answer: most likely), which of the niche sires will 
get the bids flowing (the filly by The Best Madrik out of Playmate 
Of The Year is an interesting lot at Karaka), and who will be this 
year’s Gretamaro?
The daughter of Holmes Hanover sold for $4500 at the 2004 
yearling sales yet proved to be one of the stars of the juvenile crop 
of her year, winning the 2005 Sires Stakes Championship and 
collecting more than $200,000 in stakes before heading to the 
United States.
So, if the bids dry up on your yearling, don’t be too downcast just 
yet. While the financial hit might be hard to stomach this year, 
your compact little pacer may just turn out to be the best possible 
form of advertising a year or two down the track.

By Matt Smith

• Full Sister to Mongolian Hero, 7 wins 
and 9 placings to date including 6 
wins at 2 & 3. Prizemoney to date 
$136,494.

• This is her 6th foal. Dam of 5 foals 
to race, 3 winners. Foals who 
haven’t won both placed as 2yo’s 
and wins look imminent including 
the promising Lightning Strike.

• This filly is from a family of strong 
racehorses and more importantly 
WINNERS.

BRED TO WIN!

Lot 406  Motu Sapphire
Mach Three –

Motu Living Doll

The New Year is all about new 
beginnings.
But for plenty of the 
population, nerves are frayed 
as they await their fate.



Passion, Pedigree, Performance

Bromac Lodge has worked hard
to bring together a band of high class 

exceptionally well bred broodmares covering 
a cross section of some of the best classic bred 

families in Harness Racing.
We are extremely lucky to have such a talented 

and wonderful staff come this busy time of year. 
We hope you enjoy this wee preview into life at 

Bromac Lodge as much as our incredible 2018 
draft of yearlings.

 

PEDIGREES FOR THESE YEARLINGS ARE AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE
www.bromaclodge.com  Bob McArdle +64 (0) 274 351 553  •  Farm: +64 3 349 6603

Inspections welcome – Please call Michelle on 0274 351 052

Lot 288:  Jack Bromac  Bay colt

Bettor’s Delight - Te Amo Bromac (1.55)
He looks like a star and is bred to be one. 
By the Sire of Stars from a family full of 
Stars including Lenny the Shark. 

AUCKLAND
Lot 128:  J R Bromac  Bay colt

Art Major - Juniper Bromac (1.55.8)
First Colt out of a 1.55 winning Mare. Second Dam is a 
Falcon Seelster Dam of 4 in 2.00. Art Major’s best horse is 
out of a Falcon Seelster Mare.   

Lot 31:  Tuxedo Bromac  Brown colt

He’s Watching - Tandias Courage (1.53)
Bred for Super Juvenille Speed. Sire was USTA 2YO Colt of 
the Year. Dam was Australian 2YO Filly of the Year.

Lot 46:  Zeuss Bromac  Bay colt

Bettor’s Delight - Zeta Bromac (1.55)
First foal from a brilliant race filly. Second dam a $100,000 
winning half-sister to Garnet River (1.50) and Dam of 
Breeders Crown Winner Don’t Hold Back.

CHRISTCHURCH

Lot 296:  Anzac Bromac  Black filly

Sunshine Beach - Agnes Patron
Half Sister to  brilliant NSW pacer Aztec Bromac (1.52) 
$289,000,  NSW 4YO Pacing Male of The Year. Dam has 4 
to race for 4 in 1.58.

Lot 313:  Carlos Bromac  Bay colt

Bettor’s Delight - Cha Cha Bromac
First colt from an Art Major half sister to former fastest NZ 
Pacer Attorney General (1.48.4). A colt from a solid black 
print family.

Lot 329:  Corfu Bromac  Black colt

Sunshine Beach - Congo Breeze (1.52)
By a 1.47 horse out of a 1.52 mare… that is hard to equal!
First crop of a star juvenile pacer from a family of speed.

Lot 347:  Cassius Bromac  Bay colt

He’s Watching - Cozette Bromac
His Sire was equal fastest pacer ever…1.46! Star pacer Cruz 
Bromac (1.51) and Attorney General (1.48) are immediate 
family!

Lot 394:  Millenium Bromac  Bay filly

Mach Three - Maravu Haley
She is bred on the Golden Cross of Mach Three and Falcon 
Seelster with Group 1 Mares in immediate family.

Lot 483:  Mia Bromac  Brown filly

Betterthancheddar – Morad
Dam of full sister to Champion pacer Changeover, multiple 
times Horse of the Year. A brilliant filly to race and breed.

Lot 233:  Roulette Bromac  Bay colt

Sunshine Beach - Riverboat Rosie (1.57)
First colt from Oaks Winning Dam. First Crop of a 1.47 son 
of a Champion Sire Somebeachsomewhere.

Lot 244:  Roscoe Bromac  Bay colt

Auckland Reactor - Romancing Bromac
Bred on same cross as Champion 3YO Chase Auckland. By 
Auckland Reactor from a Falcon Seelster Mare.

Lot 248:  Makie Bromac  Bay filly

Bettor’s Delight - Tanisa Bromac (1.58)
Outstanding “Bettor’s” Filly. Half sister to 5 Winners. 
Immediate family of such star pacers Kotare Mach (NZ 
Record Holding Juvenile) and Ross the Boss (1.50).

Lot 267:  Tas Girl Bromac  Bay filly

American Ideal - Tasmcmanian
Full sister to NZ Record Holder Tasman Bromac. Immediate 
family of two 1.48 Millionaire Mares, Chancey Lady (1.48.8 
$2,072,092) and Camile, (1.48.6 $1,276, 532).

Lot 276:  Marta Bromac  Bay filly

Art Major - Tatijana Bromac
An outstanding individual with a pedigree to 
match. Her Dam was a Group 1 Performer. 
Her Second Dam was Australian 2YO Filly 
of the Year and a sister to Australian 3YO 
Filly of the Year.  
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Lot 73:  ALTA CHARADE
Bl C by Sunshine Beach/Alta Panache, D.O.B. 24/11/16
Imposing colt from the ultra successful “Black Watch Family, he is 
from a half-sister to (new sire) Alta Christiano p.3, 1.54:9 with 13 
wins and $309,114 in stakes, including the W.A. Derby G1.

Lot 10:  ALTA DESTINY
B C by Mach Three/Samantha Q, D.O.B. 18/11/16
Full brother to good juvenile Alta Intrigue p.,1.58:6 and p.3,1.56.7 
for stakes of $98.631. Strongly built with an All American pedigree 
to match - dam a winner of nine races for $130,597. Grand dam 
Paige Nicole Q was a champion earning the respected three year old 
filly of the year honours. ($712,801).

Lot 52: ALTA LOUISA
B F by Art Major/Alchemist, D.O.B. 1/11/16
From very influential family both on racetrack and breeding barn, 
this filly represents next generation where inherited toughness is 
crossed with modern day speed. Her dam Alchemist p.3, 1.56.4 with 
16 wins $322,870 including W.A. Breeders Stakes (G3).

Lot 130: ALTA REDEEMER
B C by Alta Christiano/La Joconde, D.O.B. 22/11/16
A lovely colt with all the right breeding credentials to go with his 
good looks. Half-brother to Alta Orlando p.2,1.56:2 $197.372, who 
was N.Z’s leading stakes earner of his 2 yr old season. Half sister 
Myeyesadoreya now with 3 USA wins and a new black type mile rate 
of 1.55:7 P.6.

Lot 173: ALTA ENDEAVOUR
B C by Somebeachsomewhere/Princess Arts,
D.O.B 31/10/16
A very correct colt of medium size with an attitude suggesting an 
early juvenile career on the race track. His pedigree backs up this 
presumption, being littered with many winners and black type per-
formers, such as Franco Nelson p.2, 1.57:4, $615,469 and Spanish 
Armada p.2 1.55.7, $787,471.

CLASSIC
BREEDING and

CLASSIC
TYPE make

CLASSIC
WINNERS

Tuapeka Lodge presents:

Watch his video at www.tuapeka.com

Tuapeka have downsized in the last couple of years 
but the quality is still there: this colt descends 
from Maureen’s Dream as do Ultimate Machete 
and Bonnie Joan! Half brother to five win mare Six 
Diamonds (1:59.9). Lovely strong and athletic 
striding individual.

Lot 227  |  Tom Martin  Bay Colt by Mach Three - Raindowne (Life Sign)

Ultimate Breeding Westport presents:

Lot 228: Ultimate Assassin  |  Bay Colt
Art Major - Reality Check (Ambro Operative)

Half brother to Ultimate Machete ($807,126) pictured 
winning NZ FFA, dual Group 1 winner, 3YO Pacer of the year 

and full brother to multiple Group winning mare,
Major Reality ($390,989). Big, strong and

correct colt. A must inspect!

Contact: David Shadbolt: 03 325 2171
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THE FULL DRAFT, THEIR PHOTOS AND PEDIGREES CAN 
BE VIEWED AT WWW.WOODLANDSSTUD.CO.NZ

Twelve lots from champion sire BETTOR’S DELIGHT

Three impressive lots by gun sire AMERICAN IDEAL

One standout colt by trotting sire PEGASUS SPUR

LOT 105 LOT 157

LOT 2 LOT 150

LOT 94

We are proud to present our consignment of 28 quality 
yearlings for the 2018 PGG Wrightson Australasian Classic 

being held at Karaka on Monday 12th February 2018.

The draft includes:

Twelve outstanding yearlings from the first crop of up and 
coming stallion SWEET LOU

LOT 8

LOT 54

LOT 48

LOT 80
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K E R R  K E E N  T O 
C O N T I N U E  G O O D  F O R M 
A T  Y E A R L I N G  S A L E S

When contemplating Mitchell Kerr’s brief, but successful training 
career to date, you automatically think of the powerful New 
Zealand record breaking 3-year-old pacer, The Dorchester.
But few realise it was Kerr himself who picked out the talented 
son of Mach Three and Meet Me In Mayfair at the 2016 
Australasian Classic Yearling Sale at Karaka.

“I just liked the look of him. I actually fell in love 
with him when I was up there. I thought he would 
go for $60,000 plus and couldn’t believe it when we 
got him for less than $40,000.
“He just looked good. He was a real bargain,” 
Ohoka-based Kerr said.
The Dorchester was Lot 59 that year and Kerr and his father Paul 
bought him off Bruce Carter Bloodstock for $37,000.
Since that purchase The Dorchester has now won five of his six 
starts and set his all-comers 2400m mobile record of 2:52.5 at 
Ashburton on October 23. That was 1.6 seconds quicker than the 
previous record set by both Balius and Robyn’s Bad Boy.
Kerr said that he and his father, Paul, did an immense amount 
of homework before narrowing their prospective purchases to a 
short-list of about 10.
“We go to the parades and the yearling tours. I will do the 
Southland one and Dad will go to Auckland, and then we will put 
our heads together and come up with our stand-outs.
“We then rank them and hopefully we get the price we want. We 
will be looking to buy about five or six this year. We will again be 
attending both Sales,” Kerr said.
“Dad is big on bloodlines and typed crosses. He is very much a 
Direct Scooter man,” the 26-year-old added.
He said when he was getting serious about Sales four to five 
years ago his father started educating him about bloodlines and 
crosses.
“He’s now got enough faith in me for us to pick five or so horses 
each. Dad has picked some real nice ones over the years. Alta 
Christiana (Christian Cullen - Right This Time) is probably one of 
his best in recent seasons.
“He sold for $50,000. He then won four races here ($72,584) 
and then went on to win eight of his nine starts in Australia 
(A$309,163).
“I think the best one I’ve picked out was The Pima Indian 
(Changeover - Custom Franco). I got him for $20,000 and 
although he didn’t race here he has so far won six races 
(A$28,359) for Gary Hall in Western Australia,” Kerr said.
“He was being set for Ultimate Machete’s Golden Nugget 
but sadly had a heart attack. Both those horses were sold at 
Karaka,” he added.

By Duane Ranger

Kerr said both he and his father were big on the broodmare sire 
cross.
“That is very important to what we do. That is part of our 
homework. Obviously we have a budget to work to and 
thankfully, touch wood, I haven’t gone over that budget yet.
“The Dorchester would be the best horse I have bought at the 
Sales. Hopefully there’s another one like him coming this year,” 
Kerr said.
He said Matt Damon, a 2-year-old Bettor’s Delight - Angelina 
Jolie colt, who was a $32,500 purchase at Karaka last year, was 
now in his second prep.
“He broke in real well. So did our Changeover - Wings To Fly 
2-year-old colt named Stinger Lindenny ($6,000 Purchase). 
He is also progressing well. We have had a lot of luck with the 
Changeovers,” Kerr said.
He also said that he and his father would be looking to buy a 
trotter or two this year.
“It would be silly not to have a look at them because the trotters 
are really starting to take off. There are more races for them these 
days. We have always wanted an early two or three-year-old 
trotter, and that’s what we will be looking for.
“Everyone wants the Love You’s, but whether we can afford them 
is another thing. We just might have to take a stab in the dark,” 
Kerr said.
Kerr, an accomplished sportsman, said he loved the buzz and 
the adrenalin of the sales.
“I like the theatre of it all. When the hammer finally goes down in 
your favour, it can be quite a rush.
“There’s nothing better than getting the horse you want - 
especially when you can out-bid a big buyer,” Kerr said.

Mitch Kerr

NORWEGIAN WOOD BREEDING
Offers for sale at the NZ Premier Yearling Sale

LOT 373: BAY COLT

CAYENNE
Mach Three - Jennalee

(Art Major)

LOT 398: BROWN COLT

BURNING BUBBLES
Bettor's Delight - Miss Bubbles 

(Holmes Hanover)

The first foal from a 1.58 mare who 
won 2 races, this is the family of Dizzy 
Miss Lizzy, Blackbird Fly, Jonny Be Good, 
Glenferrie EJ, Octavian, Tiberius, Lennon 
etc. Cayenne is magnificent powerful colt 
with the build and temperament to win 
many races.

This colt is from the top racemare and 
broodmare Miss Bubbles, who has left 
five winners incl. Major Bubbles (1.51.8), 
Mac Bubbles (1.57.1), Frizzante (1.58.7) 
etc. This is a well built colt with good 
conformation and is only the second 
foal from the mare by the great Bettor’s 
Delight, the other is now a 2YO.

LOT 422: BAY COLT

SOCRATES
Art Major - Pita Pocket

(In The Pocket)

This colt is one of the most powerful 
colts I have ever bred. He is by the great 
sire Art Major and is a half brother to 
Power of Attorney (1.55.9) and Hand Of 
The King (1.56.4). This is the family of 
Caps Off, Badlands Bute, Bute Brother, 
Bute Mach, Bute Pacer, Falcon's Bute, etc.

Inspection welcome – you will be impressed! Body shots available at www.standardbred.co.nz
Don Bates, Leeston, 027 437 3862

 

Stephen & Carol Baucke proudly present

their 2018 PGGW Yearling Sale Draft

Lot 389: Zed Bee | Bay Colt
by Bettor’s Delight - Loyal Arden

3/4 in blood to Arden Rooney.
Faultless Colt. A real strong,

compact individual.

Lot 453: Dancemyster | Brown Colt
by A Rocknroll Dance - Citybabe
Beautiful looking and lovely natured colt.
Terrific stride/mover.
Dam a half to Belkmyster and family of
Happy Asset and Mighty Khan.

Enquiries PhONE: 027 511 3946 Southern Bred Southern Reared
“… giving you the winning edge…”
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D A V I S  T O  P L A Y  C U P I D  A T 
S T A N D A R D B R E D  S A L E S

Captivating Cambridge auctioneer Steve Davis likened his role on 
the rostrum to that as one of a match-maker in a speed dating 
extravaganza.

“You’ve got two minutes to marry up the vendor 
and the buyer and then ‘wham’ you’re onto the 
next one. Two minutes isn’t a lot of time to be the 
match-maker.
“Breeders, owners and sellers have spent many 
arduous hours, weeks, months, and even years 
preparing for their 120 seconds in the limelight.
“It’s their make or break moment and although 
it seems very brief I take every horse that steps 
into the ring very seriously. For some it can be 
their bread and butter, and that’s why I do my 
homework very thoroughly,” Davies said.
Does he what! Davis personally inspects every horse that he 
sells. He’s a perfectionist and his attention to detail has to be 
seen to be believed.
“I have to. It’s an obligation to the vendors. They put so much 
time and effort into their animal for just two minutes. By the time 
the Sale starts I’ll study the pedigree of every horse three or four 
times. It’s no different with the thoroughbreds.
“Sometimes the horse can be a very good typed individual or in 
other cases he or she can be a very nice individual with a nice 
pedigree,” Davis said.
Davis said he auctions between 1,500 and 2,000 horses a year. 
He started 33 years ago, but said he probably wouldn’t be where 
he is today had it not been for his keenness to be a race-caller.
The Taradale (10km from Napier) born and educated Davis 
attended Massey University for one year and then transferred to 
Auckland Uni.
“I was training to be a school teacher and I was living not far from 
Alexandra Park at the time. I’d always loved racing. I used to race 
my match-box toys along the ground and pretend to call them 
home.
“I approached the Auckland Trotting Club and before long I 
was calling their Sunday Workouts. Then one day Ken Cramer 
Roberts came to me and asked me if I’d like to be an auctioneer.
“He told me to get some experience. That must have been 
the early 1980s. I think even the Board of Teachers’ College 
suggested I should pursue another career, so I did,” Davis said.
The Hawkes Bay native did his first auction alongside Peter Kelly 
in December 1984. He had previously been taken on by the then 
Wrightson NMA head of bloodstock, John Hudson.
Then after Kelly sadly suffered from a heart attack, Davis took 
over the reins.

By Duane Ranger

“I haven’t looked back since. I absolutely love it. I adore the 
theatre of it all,” said Davis who later (2000) ventured into TV work 
thanks to a push form northern race-caller, George Simon.
Asked what his career highlight in the sales ring had been Davis 
replied:
“I just get a huge thrill out of selling. I love seeing smiles on the 
faces of people who really need to sell. I’ve sold some wonderful 
horseflesh over the years, but one of the most memorable 
was selling Real McCoy at the 1992 Yearling Sales. He was by 
Stampede and was my first $100,000 sale.”
Davis said he had seen vast improvements in the quality of 
standardbreds being prepared for the sales over the years.
“There’s a more professional approach these days and the quality 
of both stallions and broodmares has improved vastly. You can 
put that down largely to the powerful American stallions.
“I’m also pleased that there are reserve prices in our sales 
because it gives the sale an even playing field. There much 
credibility these days,” he said.
Davis is renowned for his line - “buy the one you want, not the 
one that’s left”. He said he was a passionate auctioneer and liked 
to make buyers relax in the heat of the moment.
“If you can make bidders relax then they will enjoy the occasion 
much more. I also like to tell people that ‘you will never know if 
you never bid’.”
He said he had owned several standardbreds over the years but 
no champions.
“I love harness racing and I love the auctions. I will be at the 
Auckland Sale again this year and sadly just the first afternoon 
of the Christchurch Sale for the new trotters only session,” said 
Davis who like this writer is a big Sunderland football fan.
“That comes from my father-in-law. Unlike you I kinda have to 
support them,” he joked.
Davis is married to Natalie and he has three children, Matthew, 
Mitchell and Georgia.
Such is his professionalism, Davis conducted this interview with 
the NZSBA just minutes before he was due to get on the rostrum 
at the Magic Millions Sale in Brisbane.

BREEDING MATTERS

Steve Davis

LOT 65  THE DEVILS LUCK
BAY COLT by MACH THREE - BISHOPS BLESSING
Standout colt with great conformation. Thrown to sire in looks and 
attitude. Full Brother to Devil Dodger and half brother to The Devils 
Own. This is the dam’s third colt and she is a half sister to Auckland 
Reactor. Must see.

LOT 79  BELLS AND WHISTLES
BAY COLT by SWEET LOU - DREAMY DELIGHT
Tidy conformation and honest manner. His breeding is a proven 
Sweet Lou Bettor’s Delight cross.

LOT 97  FAMILY FAVOURITE
BAY FILLY by MAJESTIC SON - FAMILY ROBINSON
Good strong type of filly from the Robinson family.

LOT 112  THUMBS UP
BAY COLT by MACH THREE - HEARTY LASS
Excellent type with a fantastic attitude. A half brother to The Parade 
(22 wins $426kAUD). and a three-quarter brother to Auckland 
Reactor.

Lot 125  HORACE HORSE
BAY COLT by QUAKER JET - MADAM HEIDI
Well grown, strong colt with proportional conformation. Out of a 
mare with four foals to race for four winners.

LOT 138  HERESLOOKINGATYOU
BAY FILLY by HE’S WATCHING - MAY FLY
Lovely type of filly with a great attitude. Dam is full sister to Devil 
Dodger and half sister to The Devils Own. Similar breeding to The 
Parade, Real Desire over the Atomic Lass line. 

LOT 154  MIGHTY LOOEE
BROWN COLT by SWEET LOU - MY LITTLE PRINCESS
A correct, forward type of colt. Dam is half sister to Hunka Hickling 
and Hi Ho Silver Lining. Colts in this family can be exceptional.

LOT 170  PLAY FOOTSIE
BROWN FILLY by THE BEST MADRIK - PLAYMATE OF
THE YEAR
Athletic filly from the proven Miss Whiplash line. A French American 
cross.

LOT 3  SKYHIGH ROAD
BROWN COLT by AMERICAN IDEAL - REINE GUINEVERE
Good looking colt with a confident nature out of a mare with three 
foals to race for three winners. A half brother to well performed 
Opoutama.

Tardina Farm Sales Draft
Bred by Tony and Anne Parker

For inspections contact
Tony Parker 0274 965 313

TARDINA FARMS is a nursery for champion Standardbred Pacers and Trotters. We are home to the 
undefeated and Multiple Group race winner Chase Auckland (pictured), sired by another farm bred 
champion in Auckland Reactor. Don't miss out on your opportunity to race the next Tardina bred 
champion from our 2018 draft of yearlings!

www.tardina.com
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It’s taken 30 years but now that he is starting to make his mark 
as a breeder Cambridge’s Pat Laboyrie is starting to wish he was 
a little younger. 
Like all breeders, Laboyrie, 66, has had plenty of ups and downs 
since buying his first horse in 1988.
But everything points to Laboyrie having his best sale yet at 
Karaka next month when he will put four yearlings through the 
ring at PGG Wrightson’s Australasian Classic Sale.
And with eight broodmares and 10 more youngsters on his 55 
acre block at Karapiro, the future is looking very bright after 
decades of battling to promote his bloodline.
Laboyrie is not a name that would readily spring to mind in 
the breeding world but just check out the quality of the colts 
he is offering on February 12, named after his son Chad and 
grandchildren Jaeden, Hunter and Kyran:
• Mach Three half-brother to rising star A G’s White Socks (Lot 
56);
• Mach Three half-brother to Emily Blunt who is a half-sister to 
the former speedy Helena Jet (Lot 142).
• Sportswriter colt from the family of 30-race winner Matai 
Mackenzie (Lot 33); and
• Art Major full brother to former talented filly Angelina Jolie (Lot 
159). 
Laboyrie describes the colts as the best individuals he has taken 
to the sales - “they’re all well grown and good lookers” - and are 
the result of years of putting his own money on the line to make 
the breed.
Three of the yearlings are out of daughters or grand-daughters 
of his foundation mare Matai Jewel who, incredibly, was that first 
horse he ever bought after seeing the fun his brother Denny got 
from racing a few horses with Colin Holmes.
“I tried to lease a few with no real success so I went to the 
yearling sales at Claudelands to buy one.’’
Impressed by the pedigree and stock of Nero’s BB - whose 
No.1 son went on to win the 1989 Auckland Cup and 1990 New 
Zealand Cup - Laboyrie paid $8000 (plus GST) for a filly by Nero’s 
BB out of Matai Bromac.
And after she won nine races, Laboyrie started breeding from 
Matai Jewel.
“I raced a lot of them myself,’’ says Laboyrie. “That way, while 
it costs you more money, you’ve at least got some control over 
them - they don’t end up in a paddock not being tried.
“Who gets your horses to train is more important than what 
(money) you get when you’re trying to establish your breed.
“Most of them haven’t been real stars but I got a big thrill out 
of Matai Mackenzie (champion two-year-old in 2000 for a big 
Auckland Trotting Club syndicate).’’
Laboyrie got even more enjoyment when racing the wonderfully 
consistent Helena Jet (13 wins) who ran three seconds to star filly 
Adore Me in the Queen of Hearts, Harness Jewels and Northern 
Breeders.

By Barry Lichter

“It’s a great feeling when you’ve bred them and they race against 
the top company. To know you’ve come from humble beginnings 
and bred something as good as some of the best …’’
And it’s what’s to come with A G’s White Socks that has Laboyrie 
really excited. 
Desperately unlucky in the Auckland Cup when his hopple 
shortener string broke, the horse paced 1000 metres of the race 
with one hopple five inches longer than the other and the cord 
wrapping around his leg, driver Ricky May forced to drive him 
conservatively.
Now headed for the Taylor Mile, Messenger and later the New 
Zealand Cup, Laboyrie recalls how he gave trainer Greg Hope a 
share in the horse because after a “disastrous” sale he couldn’t 
afford to pay all the bills himself.
That sale, two years ago, saw Laboyrie take a bath on his Rock 
N Roll Heaven yearlings, getting less than they’d cost to get to 
Karaka, and later quitting two more as weanlings.
“But it didn’t put me off breeding. While I can’t afford to have a 
poor sale because being retired I haven’t got an income, I do it 
because I love the animals.’’
Laboyrie spent 37 years at Hamilton’s Ruakura Agricultural 
Research Centre where as a farm manager doing trial work he 
developed his skills of looking after animals.
“As a young guy I started out milking cows. I could have gone 
share-milking, and would have been a lot better off, but I liked 
the science, it was more challenging mentally.’’
Today he still runs 35 head of cattle on his block but it’s his 
beloved horses that keep him challenged.
Laboyrie can’t wait until he sells his latest creations - five of his 
mares Atomic Gold, Helena Jet, Emily Blunt, Matai Mies and 
Matambra are all in foal to Art Major.
But before that there are two juveniles in Hope’s barn that he 
can’t wait to get to the track. Panda Girl, whom Hope really 
likes, is Helena Jet’s first foal, by Rock N Roll Heaven, and Uma 
Thurman is a Sportswriter half-sister to A G’s White Socks.

BREEDING MATTERS

Pat Laboyrie

LOT 159: KYRAN
Art Major - Matambra (Ambro Operative) |  Bay Colt

Out of race winning mare Matambra (1:59.1). Full 
brother to G2 winner and G1 place getter Angelina Jolie 
(P2 1:57.3 - $108,127) and 3 other winners. From the 
same family as multiple G1 winner Matai Mackenzie 
(1:56.8 - $302,676).

Strong as an ox, great chest and rear end, powerful, 
powerful young horse. Should go early, wanted to be 
broken in yesterday. Don't often see them so strong 
so early.

LOT 56: HUNTER
Mach Three - Atomic Gold (Soky’s Atom) | Bay Colt

Rich maternal pedigree and out of a great producing 
mare. Half brother to G2 and G3 winning Open Class 
performer Power Of Tara (1:50.6 - $850,000), and the 
exciting Franklin Cup (G2) runner up A G’s Whitesocks 
(1:55.0). Also family of Tiger Tara and Matthew Lee. 

Really nice type, good scope and a nice mover. Well 
mannered individual. A nice horse for anybody looking 
for a cup horse, has all the attributes.

LOT 142: CHAD
Mach Three - Matai Mies (Elsu) | Bay Colt

Fourth foal from 6 win mare, Matai Mies (2:00 - 
$47,393). Dam has left the talented 8 win mare Emily 
Blunt (1:53.2 - $61,458) who set NZ records at 2 & 3 
over 2400m. Happy Place  Matai Minky.

Big bold type, good correct horse. Nice size, strong, 
looks an early going type.

LOT 33: JAEDEN
Sportswriter - Athena Matai (Real Desire)   |    Bay Colt

Third foal from 2 race winner, Athena Matai. First two 
foals have both qualified for John Hay, the 2yo doing so 
running 3rd to the talented Jesse Duke.

Has really developed and looks like an early going 
type. Great confirmation. Beautiful stride and wants 
to please.

FOUR colts you NEED to inspect!
Selling at the 2018 Australasian Classic Yearling Sale

FOR INSPECTION CONTACT:
Ross Mackay (Lots 56, 142, 159) on 027 532 6224
or Kiera Griffiths (Lot 33) on 027 283 4939
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Lot 210 Franco Jakarta (Andover Hall – Jacanti Franco colt) 
 Dam a stakes winning juvenile that has already left a Group race winner.

Lot 314 Franco Caracas (A Rocknroll Dance – Cherish A Franco colt)  
A ½ brother to Group performers Franco Cristiano and Cruiser Franco. By North America’s 
leading first season stallion and sire of Dan Patch Award winning 2YO Lost In Time.

Lot 371 Franco Jordan (Art Major  – Jazz Franco colt) 
Dam has left 5 winners from 6 starters to date including $100,000 earner Franco Jazzman.

Lot 391 Franco Lebanon (Bettor’s Delight – Lucca Franco colt) 
The first colt from a three-win Artsplace daughter of Group race winner Lewinsky Franco.

Lot 404 Franco Newport (Bettor’s Delight - Nearea Franco colt) 
Dam a two-time NZ Aged Pacing Mare of the Year. A half to multiple Group 1 winner and 
leading US Grand Circuit mare Nike Franco.

Lot 443  Franco Ecuador (A Rocknroll Dance - Edinburgh Franco colt) 
Dam a 1/2 sister to multiple Group 1 winning pacer Franco Emirate. By North America’s 
leading first season stallion and sire of Dan Patch Award winning 2YO Lost In Time.

Lot 451 Franco Eritrea  (Christian Cullen - Ella Franco colt) 
A 3/4 brother to Harness Jewels & Messenger winner Franco Emirate, plus recent Group 1 
performer Eden Franco.

Also included in the draft:

Lot 224 Muscle Mountain (Muscle Hill - Paramount Faith colt) 
Dam of a full sister to multiple award winning trotter Paramount Geegee and
a 1/2 to 2017 2YO Ruby winner Paramount King.

Lot 343 Marquess De Troit (American Ideal – Fremantle Sunset filly) 
A half sister to Australian 3YO Pacing Filly of the Year Marquess De Posh.

Lot 431 Assegai (Shadow Play - Speedy Falcon colt) 
Dam a 5-win ½ sister to NSW Oaks winner Courageous Annie.

Lot 460 Milly Mercedes (Auckland Reactor - Ella Sue filly) 
Dam won 14 races & over $100,000 in stakes.

Lot 472 Missie Gold Rush (Gold Ace – Fiery Jane filly) 
A half to 3 winners, from the first crop of
6-time Group 1 winner Gold Ace. 

Photos can be viewed at www.spreydonlodge.co.nz and www.standardbred.co.nz 
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A new trotting race for three year old fillies has been programmed 
in March - a first for Southland.
Sponsored by Haras des Trotteurs, the $20,000 Southland 
Trotting Oaks will be run over 2200 metres from behind the 
mobile at the Northern Southland Trotting Club meeting at Ascot 
Park on Saturday 10th March.
The race is two weeks prior to the Group Two New Zealand 
Trotting Oaks.

“Southland is a good fit for the race. It’s a very strong 
standardbred nursery. Pat (Haras des Trotteurs principle Pat 
Driscoll) was very keen to develop and support fillies races. 
You also get good support as a sponsor in Southland. They 
appreciated your support and you tend to get that back more 
so than other centres. I’ve dealt with Bill McDonald (President 
of the Northern Southland TC) previously and he’s very big on 
making sure the sponsors get values for their sponsorship,” 
said Haras des Trotteurs General Manager Jonathan McNeil.    

The race will also be actively promoted by the New Zealand 
Standardbred Breeders who are keen to promote what has 
become the ‘growing gait’ in New Zealand harness. McNeil says 
there are other initatives which make trotting a significant part of 
the future of the industry here.

“The main focus of the operation is to grow the fillies races. 
We’re involved in the trotting side of the Sires Stakes now. A 
part of that agreement was that the Sires Stakes Board look at 
developing a trotting fillies series for the Sires Stakes.”  

He says that there are about 200-250 trotting fillies bred every 
year and if owners are presented with races like the Southland 
Trotting Oaks, then that will help grow the industry.

“If we can develop our trotting horses to a higher level and go 
forward it opens up a bit of a market. It’s a long way from that 
at the moment but if we could produce the same world class 
trotters as we do pacers it would be great.”

He says the Australians are also looking at ways to generate 
strong overseas revenue from trotting. 

“Every Monday night at Melton they make the last races 
trotting races. They’re beamed into France lunch time Sunday. 
There’s a million dollar turnover on those races from France. 
From a Haras de Trottuers point of view, once we start getting 
more horses with French sire lines, the French are going to 
recognise the pedigrees so you’ll end up growing the market.”

By Bruce Stewart

Haras des Trotteurs Principal Pat Driscoll is also keen to look at 
sending young trotting fillies over to New Zealand to help support 
the cause. 
“He’s not afraid to send them over there and race them but only 
if it works. Right horses at the right time. You can’t just go over 
there for one race. You need a few options if you have a bad day.”
Hara des Trotteurs stand eleven trotting stallions and the one 
McNeil is most excited about is Used To Me the first French 
Group winner to stand in Australasia. He only has a small first 
season crop but they look very promising.
“He had two starts here in Australia as well for two wins. Of this 
twenty two years old Anton’s (Yabby Dam Farms trainer Anton 
Golino) best two year old fillies are both by Used To Me. So we’re 
really excited about that. Potentially this horse has got a lot of 
up side. He stands in the flesh here and we shipped him to New 
Zealand just to get him up and running.” 
Orlanda Vici is another French stallion McNeil is excited about.
“His oldest New Zealand progeny have just turned two. The 
people that’ve got them are really liking them. There’s only a 
few.”
So things are in place for the Southland Trotting Oaks to begin 
another chapter in the Southern Harness story.  
Oamaru trainer Phil Williamson is one who should be keen to 
support the event. He has four qualified or race winners that are 
eligible to start - Kenny’s Dream, Majestic Galleon, South Park 
and Our Foxy Lady. 
And as for the day - it’s added to an already mouth watering 
day of harness racing with other races including the three Group 
Three races - Southern Lights, Caduceus Club of Southland Two 
Year Old Fillies Mobile and Yaldhurst Hotel Northern Southland 
Cup. There’s also the Super Nuggets Finals worth $20,000.
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Inspection
of yearlings
is welcome.

They can be viewed
at Nevele R Stud,

Springs Road, Prebbleton 

Please phone Zane Gregg
on 0274 442 854 to arrange

a suitable time.

Lot 210 Franco Jakarta (Andover Hall – Jacanti Franco colt) 
 Dam a stakes winning juvenile that has already left a Group race winner.

Lot 314 Franco Caracas (A Rocknroll Dance – Cherish A Franco colt)  
A ½ brother to Group performers Franco Cristiano and Cruiser Franco. By North America’s 
leading first season stallion and sire of Dan Patch Award winning 2YO Lost In Time.

Lot 371 Franco Jordan (Art Major  – Jazz Franco colt) 
Dam has left 5 winners from 6 starters to date including $100,000 earner Franco Jazzman.

Lot 391 Franco Lebanon (Bettor’s Delight – Lucca Franco colt) 
The first colt from a three-win Artsplace daughter of Group race winner Lewinsky Franco.

Lot 404 Franco Newport (Bettor’s Delight - Nearea Franco colt) 
Dam a two-time NZ Aged Pacing Mare of the Year. A half to multiple Group 1 winner and 
leading US Grand Circuit mare Nike Franco.

Lot 443  Franco Ecuador (A Rocknroll Dance - Edinburgh Franco colt) 
Dam a 1/2 sister to multiple Group 1 winning pacer Franco Emirate. By North America’s 
leading first season stallion and sire of Dan Patch Award winning 2YO Lost In Time.

Lot 451 Franco Eritrea  (Christian Cullen - Ella Franco colt) 
A 3/4 brother to Harness Jewels & Messenger winner Franco Emirate, plus recent Group 1 
performer Eden Franco.

Also included in the draft:

Lot 224 Muscle Mountain (Muscle Hill - Paramount Faith colt) 
Dam of a full sister to multiple award winning trotter Paramount Geegee and
a 1/2 to 2017 2YO Ruby winner Paramount King.

Lot 343 Marquess De Troit (American Ideal – Fremantle Sunset filly) 
A half sister to Australian 3YO Pacing Filly of the Year Marquess De Posh.

Lot 431 Assegai (Shadow Play - Speedy Falcon colt) 
Dam a 5-win ½ sister to NSW Oaks winner Courageous Annie.

Lot 460 Milly Mercedes (Auckland Reactor - Ella Sue filly) 
Dam won 14 races & over $100,000 in stakes.

Lot 472 Missie Gold Rush (Gold Ace – Fiery Jane filly) 
A half to 3 winners, from the first crop of
6-time Group 1 winner Gold Ace. 

Photos can be viewed at www.spreydonlodge.co.nz and www.standardbred.co.nz 



Contact
Robert Mitchell
for inspection: Phone 07-825 5774 or 021-616 526

Wairau Farm presents it’s
2018 Australasian Classic Yearling Sale Draft

Lot 107 | Dreamy American
American Ideal - Dream Holiday
(Dream Away)
 First three foals 

out of dam by 
Gotta Go Cullect 
have resulted 
in two winners. 
Strong athletic 
filly who should go 
early.

Lot 14 | Sky Rocket
Somebeachsomewhere | Sky Beauty
(In The Pocket)
 Half to Sky Major 

and three other 
winners. Very 
strong type, looks 
like will go early. 

Proudly presenting Banner Bloodstock draft for 2018
Visit our website for further information and videos

www.bannerbloodstock.co.nz

Ebony Banner     lot 311
Bl f, Bettor’s Delight X Caitlin Banner

Dam a half sister to MAINLAND BANNER (NZ Cup 2005), 
TITAN BANNER (placed NZ Cup) and others
Dam of Crusader Banner $154K
Grand dam is Corporate Banner 2016-17 ‘Broodmare
Excellence Award’
Energetic, well-grown, athletic type. Well mannered
and sensible.

Hampton Banner     lot 256
B c, Bettor’s Delight X Surf And Sand

(Christian Cullen)

Full brother to Scarlett Banner $48k
Bred on the same cross, and related to LAZARUS
A strong, mature colt. Looks the type to come early,
from an early maturing family.

Typhoon Banner     lot 280
Br c, Bettor’s Delight X When You’re Hot

Dam is a half to FLAMING FLUTTER $736K, twice
placed in Interdominion Grand Finals
From a very successful winning family which includes 
ELLE MAC, 2yo Pacing Filly of the Year 2016-17
Cooperative, athletic type who will pace free-legged.

www.bannerbloodstock.co.nz  |  Dennis Moore, Templeton, CHCH  |   ph. 027 630 7007

Lot 176: Galleons Grandson
Bay Colt by Majestic Son - Rae Galleon (Sundon)

Prepared by Rosedale Farm:
Phone 03-322 8736 or 021-152 5762 for inspections

1st Colt
from full sister to

Belle Galleon,
mother of Stent,

Arya & Belle’s Son.
Full sister won debut 

race as 3YO in
December 17.
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W H A T  A U S S I E  B U Y E R S  L I K E 
A B O U T  N Z  S T O C K

Pedigree, presentation and promotion….they’re the sticking 
points that spark the interest of Australian buyers at the annual 
New Zealand yearling sales.

Prominent Melbourne owner Jean Feiss, who shelled out 
$452,000 for four progeny of the great Bettor’s Delight at the 2017 
round of sales, said the depth of NZ pedigrees was the prime 
reason for her presence at the sales.
“The NZ breeders are very passionate as a whole,” she said.
One of her purchases, Jesse Duke, a colt out of the four-win In 
The Pocket mare Daisy Dundee, who topped the Australasian 
Classic Sale at $220,000, won a heat of the Young Guns Series in 
1:57.9 on debut at the Auckland Cup meeting.
“The other three will definitely go to the races. One of the fillies 
has trialled and has gone out for a spell.  She’ll make the grade,” 
Jean said.
The other three are the fillies Ruby Rose (ex Maid In Splendour 
1:56.1, by Christian Cullen) and Winter (ex Pocketfullofposies, by In 
The Pocket) which she outlaid $92,000 and $30,000 respectively 
at Karaka, and the colt Self Assured (ex Star Of Venus 1:53, by 
Christian Cullen), a $110,000 buy at the NZ Premier.
Sydney breeder-owner Emilio Rosati, who bought the top priced 
lots on both days at Christchurch in 2017, praised the yearling 
vendors for preparing the stock in show ring condition.
“The day before the sale they show the yearlings at the parade. 
They also give you a chance to look at the horses at the studs. 
They’ve got photos and videos of all the yearlings,” Emilio said.
Rosati’s purchases comprised four by Bettor’s Delight and one by 
Well Said.
They included the colts Franco Stallone (ex San Rafaella 1:52.3, 
by Western Ideal) at $190,000; Kokomo Beach (ex Beach Parade, 
by Beach Towel) $187,500; Movinon Up (ex Twist And Twirl 1:55.9, 
by Artsplace) $80,000 and Arden Rumours (Well Said-L’Oiseau 
De Nuit, by Christian Cullen) $32,000 and the filly Hot Rhythm 
(Bettor’s Delight-Hot Shoe Shuffle 1:57.9, by Falcon Seelster) 
$60,000.
“We were going to buy one horse in NZ last year but we finished 
up with five!” Emilio said.
“They’re all doing Ok but we don’t push them. I’ve got one each 
with David Miles, Kerryn Manning, Michael Stanley, KerryAnn 
Turner and Cran Dalgety.”
Rosati also bought two trotting colts by Angus Hall, one out of Do 
It Your Way (by Sundon) and the other from the Grant Our Wishes 
mare Spin Ya Wheels for $35,000 and $32,000 respectively.
“They’re both being trained by Phil Williamson.”
“Yearling sales should never be held on the same weekend as 
a major race meeting. The sale is a stand-alone event,” Emilio 
stated.
Dennis Bice, the manager of Yorkshire Park Standardbreds in 
Victoria, said he had bought yearlings at the NZ sales in four of 
the last five years. 
“I really like their breed. The presentation of their yearlings is 
immaculate,” Dennis said.

By Peter Wharton

“We bought two at the Christchurch sale last year, a Sportswriter 
filly named Letitia Midfrew who is out of Lucasta Midfrew, and 
a filly named Rosa Parks (by Net Ten EOM), who is a half-sister 
to Whitney H which I bought a few years ago. She is out of Niftey 
Franco.
“They’re both with John Hay at Ashburton. We leave the fillies 
that we buy with John. He gets them up to racing stage through 
to the end of their two-year-old days and then we make an 
assessment on whether to bring them home or not. 
“They’re both gone out for a spell. They’ve been to the workouts. 
We’re happy as to where they are at the moment.”
Melbourne square-gaiting enthusiast Jim Connelly, whose 
horses carry the ‘Kyvalley’ moniker said: “In my opinion the NZ 
pedigrees are a lot deeper than what we have here.  They had 
people like Sir Roy McKenzie and others buying quality stock into 
NZ from America in the 1960’s. The ancestors of Pride Of Petite, 
Icandoosit and the list goes on.”
Connelly purchased the top priced trotter at the Karaka sale, 
a Muscle Hill colt from the royally bred Love You mare Love Ya 
Doosie named Legendary Lover for which he outlaid a cool 
$125,000.
“It’s probably not a two-year-old, it’s a big, gangly thing who 
needs time. I think Brett Lilley wants it back there on May 1. We’ll 
try him in May for a couple of months and if doesn’t make it we’ll 
just bring him home,” Jim said.
A daughter of Muscle Hill, Aldebaran Rosa, was snapped up for 
$60,000 at the NZ Premier by leading Shepparton horseman 
Nathan Jack. Out of the unraced Sundon mare Solar Powered, a 
sister to Derby winners Aldebaran Shades and Tuhimata Glass, 
the youngster was bred and offered by Aldebaran Park principal 
Duncan McPherson.
The filly was Jack’s sole purchase at the sale.
He is preparing the filly’s three-year-old half-brother, Aldebaran 
Willo (by Majestic Son), who is showing a lot of promise.

Emilio and Mary Rosati
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A U S T R A L A S I A N  C L A S S I C 
A  R E C I P E  F O R  S U C C E S S

The harness racing catalogue for the 2018 Australasian Classic 
Yearling Sale has been in the hands of most buyers for two 
weeks now and what a catalogue it is with 175 outstanding 
yearlings representing the best stallions and best mares 
available in New Zealand.
This year’s North Island Sale, the Australasian Classic Yearling 
Sale on February the 12th, is without a doubt the best catalogue 
that PGG Wrightson has ever presented in terms of the stallions 
that they are by and the pedigree of the mares. 
With not long to go before the Sale gets underway the buyers 
have been lavished with an outstanding array of harness racing 
yearlings to choose from.
There are 44 yearlings by the champion sire Bettor’s Delight, 
26 colts and 18 fillies. There are 25 yearlings by Art Major, 17 by 
Mach Three, 18 by Somebeachsomewhere, 15 by American Ideal, 
16 by the sensational first season sire Sweet Lou and four by 
the freakish two-year-old and world’s fastest three-year-old 
He’s Watching. Sportswriter has 3 while Sunshine Beach has 2. 
Alta Christiano, Betterthancheddar, Christian Cullen, Auckland 
Reactor, Shadow Play, Sir Lincoln, Terror To Love and Tintin In 
America all have just the 1 yearling represented.
On the trotting side the greatest stallion in the world Muscle Hill is 
represented by 5 yearlings. Pegasus Spur has 4 yearlings, Angus 
Hall has 3 and Andover Hall, Majestic Son and Quaker Jet have 
2 each. Super sire Love You, Bacardi Lindy and Dream Vacation 
have 1 each for sale.
On the dam side there are first foals from the very good race 
mares River Polka ( 11 wins and $128,521),  Regal Petite (11 wins 
including the Northern Trotting Breeders Stakes), Albuquerque 
(8 wins), (Famous) Alchemist (13 wins, $322,870), Crackapaca 
(5 wins), Can’t Teach That (Group placed, $67,950), Cyberspace 
(Group placed), Gold Elite (6 wins, $70,000), Desire Mhe (6 wins) 
and Princess Arts (Group placed, 7 wins, $53,000).
Two South Island vendors have taken advantage of this year’s 
Australasian Classic Yearling Sale by moving there drafts 
up to the North Island sale at Karaka. They are Sara Smith 
(Dancingonmoonlight Ltd) who has entered 13 yearlings and 
Katie Carville who has entered 8.
This writer believes that this 2018 sale, the Australasian Classic 
Yearling Sale, will provide buyers from all over Australasia with by 
far the best credentialed yearlings ever presented at one sale in 
this part of the world.
The reason is simple and clear, the results speak for themselves. 
If one just looks at the current crop of three-year-olds racing just 
four months into the season you will see the staggering results 
that the Australasian Classic Yearling Sale can produce.

Take the 2016 sale alone and you will find that it has already 
produced 34 individual winners and 24 additional starters 
from 154 sold that year, that is a third of the entire catalogue. 
To date they include the brilliant Chase Auckland (6 starts 6 
wins, $135,205) King Of Swing (12 starts 7 wins, $230,637), Alta 
Maestro (15 starts 6 wins, $120,541) and The Devils Own (3 wins 
7 seconds, $173,261).
Remember that the three-year-old season is just beginning so 
the results of this sale are simply hard to beat. The Australasian 
Classic Yearling Sale is the number one sale for producing 
winners. Several Australian trainers have already indicated that 
they will be making the trip to Auckland this year as they believe 
the catalogue is the strongest yet produced.
We may have missed a few as nearly everyday now there are 
new three-year-olds stepping out.
Results from the 2015  Australasian Classic Yearling Sale are just 
as good. There were 141 yearlings entered in that sale, they are 
now four-year-olds and there are already 76 winners from the 
2015 Australasian Classic Yearling Sale from 141 entered including 
the top mare Spanish Armada (14 wins $787,470), Pacing Major 
($340,626), Rock Diamonds (13 wins, $200,259), Never Say 
Never ($128,858), Casino Belle ($104,608), Alta Intrigue ($98,631) 
and the very promising Thefixer ($94,611). 
Over 80% of the 141 yearlings entered for sale in that catalogue 
have either won a race or have started in a race to date.
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Lot 181: Bolt for Brilliance

Born and raised at Dancingonmoonlight Farm.

Beautiful mover with great conformation.

Intelligent colt with a desire to please.

Dam won 11, 19 placings for $153,017 in stakes 
including G2 Canty Park Trotting Cup.

Set NZ Record for 1700m winning G2 Interdom 
heat, sitting three wide the trip to beat Lyell Creek.

Producer of Open Class mare Hey Yo: 8 wins and
12 placings, $93,000. G1 and G3 placed in Victoria.

Brown Colt by CHAMPION
sire MUSCLE HILL
Out of OPEN CLASS
race mare & producer

TOOMUCH TO DO

For enquiries & inspections: Phone Trent Yesberg on 027 635 0414

A long athletic trotter with plenty of scope and great conformation.
Floats across the ground with ease. A must inspect for serious trotting buyers.

M C G O W A N ’ S  N O 
O N E  T R I C K  P O N Y

If you thought Dave and Clare McGowan are merely good horse 
trainers, and the latter an equine physiotherapist – then think 
again.
Sure, Clare has magic massaging hands and the Pukekohe 
couple definitely know how to condition a racehorse, but they 
also are very much underrated Yearling Sales preparers.
Just ask Woodend Beach and Pukekohe trainer, Robert Dunn.

“The best horse we have sold at a Yearling sales was Elios. 
Robert took him to Cup Class,” McGowan (Clare) said.

That son of Bettor’s Delight and Its Showtime won 10 races 
and $220,176, including the Group One $100,000 New Zealand 
Messenger at Alexandra Park in 2014.
He also nailed two Group Twos - the $40,00 Supremacy Stakes 
at Invercargill in 2013 and the $50,000 Cambridge Futurity Stakes 
at Cambridge Raceway the following year.
The McGowan’s have trained several Group winners over the 
years including Special Force (27 NZ wins and $624,823), One 
Dream (18 wins from 23 NZ starts and $899,487), Pure Power 
(13 NZ wins and $343,031), and Sue Dreamer (six NZ wins and 
$54,277).

“We mainly breed trotters, with Pasi, Revenue Maker and Be 
Seein Ya the best performed. The best we have bred is Inkyroe 
who had to be retired early as she injured her throat and could 
not breathe easily enough to continue racing,” McGowan said.

Revenue Maker (Revenue - Scusi) won six races, while full 
brothers Pasi and Be Seein Ya (both by Monarchy) won five 
apiece. The former did however win another two races under the 
name Our Revenue Maker in Australia.
As for Inkyroe (Skyvalley - Scusi Boyz) she won on debut at 
Alexandra Park in July 2016 before tragedy struck.
The McGowans are preparing four yearlings at the 2018 
Australasian Classic Yearling Sale at Karaka on February 12.
They are: Lot 63 - Liaison (Love You - Be Seein Ya bay colt), Lot 
83 - Euphoria  (American Ideal - Bliss brown colt),  Lot 104 - Beez 
Neez (American Ideal - Copper Beach bay colt), and Lot 158 - 
Vermicelli (Quaker Jet -Noodles bay filly).
McGowan said she had been involved with yearling preparation 
for more than a quarter of a century.
“I first handled some standardbred yearlings over a couple of 
decades ago for Noel Taylor, and they included progeny out of his 
good mare Rear Window (Mister Hanover II - Psycho), the family 
of Hitchcock (10 wins and $423,395).
McGowan said thorough yearling preparation was vital in getting 
the best out of a yearling.
“We start handling from weaning time onwards and do 
small periods of handling and then back out. I think the first 
experiences a foal has with people imprints them for life. This is 
really important.

By Duane Ranger

“I don’t think a six-week intense prep before the sales does 
much good as the yearlings are usually sick of it by the time the 
sales come round,” McGowan said.
“However I do think it is really important that they have enough 
stable time so that they learn to relax when boxed. Ours go out at 
night. Come in for breakfast and 30 minutes they later are lying 
down flat out in the stables whilst the racehorses get worked.
“I love seeing them do this as it helps them settle to being boxed 
and ultimately helps them as racehorses later on,” she added.
The McGowan’s sales yearlings are based at their racing stables 
in Pukekohe, but have spent most of their lives at the couple’s 
40-acre stud farm in Mangatawhiri.
“We raise most of them ourselves so we have input into their 
nutrition and care from day one,” she said.
Asked if there was anything that she would like to see improved 
at the sales, McGowan replied:

“I would like to see a push to introduce new people to racehorse 
ownership at the sales with advertising outside the industry 
media in say ‘The Herald’.

“I would also like to see an information tent at the sales where 
trainers lodge an interest to come and talk to potential new 
owners, and even show them some yearlings.”

Dave McGowan
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tr3, 1:50.2  $3,318,682
Muscles Yankee - Yankee Blondie - American Winner

Looking at Trotting Yearlings?
Check out the progeny of Stallions Australasia sires:

MUSCLE HILL

www.stallionsaustralasia.com   … and also follow us on Facebook 

Lots  27, 57, 121, 123, 127, 160 in Auckland

For all enquiries please contact: Peter O’Rourke
Phone: 03 3326410  Mobile: 021 346401  Email: pjorourke13@gmail.com    
PO Box 9361 Tower Junction, Christchurch 8149

�

•	 North America’s leading trotting sire 2016 and 2017
•	 Dominates the leading North American Yearling Sales
•	 Dominated the annual trotting awards in 2017 in USA
•	 Sire	of	7	millionaire	trotters	from	his	first	4	crops	to	

race
•	 Yearlings in massive demand in the Northern 

Hemisphere.

�

t3, 1.50.6  $947,057
Muscle Hill - Emilie Cas El - Garland Lobell

TRIXTON
Only 2 Lots available for purchase, both in Christchurch

� Lots 177 colt and 191 filly

•	 Northern Hemisphere yearlings were well sought after 
with many high priced yearlings on both sides of the 
Atlantic including $200,000 plus sales.

•	 Early reports on these Northern Hemisphere 
youngsters (now 2yos) have been excellent.

•	 Remember this Hambletonian winning son of 
Champion sire Muscle Hill took his 1.50.6 record as

 a 3yo.

Lots 181, 186, 189, 194, 196, 202, 203, 212, 217, 224 in ChCh
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N E W  S A L E  L O O K S 
H O T  T O  T R O T !

The new format of this year’s New Zealand Premier 
Standardbred Yearling Sale to be held in Christchurch on 
February 13 and 14 has provided a unique new opportunity for 
potential buyers. 
Due to popular demand the Christchurch Sale has now been 
broken up into specific categories, commencing with the Premier 
Trotters Sale at 4 pm on February 13.
The Premier Pacing Sale starts on February 14 at 10 am, and is 
followed with the Premier Yearling Sale Supplementary Sale at 
4.30 pm. 
With this new format it allows trotting enthusiasts an early 
session in which to see the yearlings paraded at 11 am (the 
pacing consignment will follow) and then the opportunity to bid 
on all trotting stock in one session. 
“With the huge growth in the interest in trotters it made sense to 
look at how we could best showcase that stock to their market,” 
said Bruce Barlass of PGG Wrightson Standardbred. 
“We have seen in the first instance how much the trotters are 
filling fields, particularly in the likes of Auckland, and the breeding 
numbers around them are increasing each season. 
Not only that but the quality of trotting bloodlines we are seeing 
available from all around the world is adding to a huge lift in 
numbers and quality on offer for buyers. The demand for trotters 
is going up.”
The new format has received positive response from the industry.
“The vendors were keen for us to find ways to showcase not only 
trotting stock, but the pacing stock also, to the right audience and 
we feel that this is the ideal way to do that,” Barlass explained. 
Barlass expects whatever happens this year with the trotting 
sale to only improve next year, as the positive numbers are in the 
wings for upcoming sales entries. 
One added incentive to be present for the early session on 
Tuesday afternoon is that Steve Davis will auction all of the 
trotting consignment on offer.
“Steve has kindly offered to do the first session as he has 
commitments at sales in Australia the following day. So he has 
promised to be there for the first day so he can still be a part of 
our sale and we are thrilled he can help out,” said Barlass.
The new format has the full support from those in the trotting 
community.
“There is genuine excitement among owners, breeders and 
trainers about the rapid improvement we are seeing in the 
breed especially in terms of a more natural gait, stamina and 
durability,” said Dave Sanders of Haras Des Trotteurs.
“This stand-alone sale reflects a new appreciation of not only the 
growing opportunities for owners of a straight out trotter, but also 
the longer racing life and the greater returns for the owner. It is a 
very positive move.”

The trotting empire set up near Ballarat, Victoria by Pat Driscoll 
has been a big investor in the New Zealand trotting scene. Not 
just with the purchasing of NZ bred stock, and the progeny of 
some of our best mares, which they race under the Yabby Dabby 
Farms moniker. But with sponsorship too. Haras Des Trotteurs 
principal Pat Driscoll has come to the party in ensuring trotting 
fillies get more opportunities in their own sex.
2017 saw the inaugural running of the Haras Des Trotteurs 
Northern Trotting Oaks.
2018 sees the race elevated to Group 3 status, along with the 
newly programmed $20,000 Southland Trotting Oaks in early 
March with the possibility of a Waikato Trotting Oaks being 
scheduled as a lead in to the Group 3 Northern Trotting Oaks at 
Alexandra Park. 
Chair of The Breeders John Mooney said “we are extremely 
pleased that PGGW Standardbred took up the suggestion from 
trotting breeders to establish a separate sale in Christchurch to 
showcase the gait.”
“This specialty sale will grow and become a feature of the first 
day of the Christchurch Sale. Estimates for next year put the 
number of yearlings at over 80, possibly more. We had a 12 
percent increase in trotting mares bred last season and I expect a 
further significant increase this season.’
“Few people know that the average earnings for trotters that 
raced last season was $1,000 higher than for the pacers. 
Obviously the top-end is not as rich and until recently the 
opportunities for fillies was poor. But stakes are improving.
Thanks to Pat Driscoll and Haras des Trotteurs we have two new 
Oaks races, and possibly a third.  Also Pat is very keen to support 
trotting mares racing. The Breeders will work with his team and 
various clubs to see what we can do to increase the number of 
mare’s races.”
Full sale information, catalogue order details and yearling tour 
dates can be found by visiting the PGG Wrighston Standardbred 
website www.standarbred.co.nz 
The sales will also be live streamed on their website again this 
year. 



�

tr3, 1:50.2  $3,318,682
Muscles Yankee - Yankee Blondie - American Winner

Looking at Trotting Yearlings?
Check out the progeny of Stallions Australasia sires:

MUSCLE HILL

www.stallionsaustralasia.com   … and also follow us on Facebook 

Lots  27, 57, 121, 123, 127, 160 in Auckland

For all enquiries please contact: Peter O’Rourke
Phone: 03 3326410  Mobile: 021 346401  Email: pjorourke13@gmail.com    
PO Box 9361 Tower Junction, Christchurch 8149

�

•	 North America’s leading trotting sire 2016 and 2017
•	 Dominates the leading North American Yearling Sales
•	 Dominated the annual trotting awards in 2017 in USA
•	 Sire	of	7	millionaire	trotters	from	his	first	4	crops	to	

race
•	 Yearlings in massive demand in the Northern 

Hemisphere.

�

t3, 1.50.6  $947,057
Muscle Hill - Emilie Cas El - Garland Lobell

TRIXTON
Only 2 Lots available for purchase, both in Christchurch

� Lots 177 colt and 191 filly

•	 Northern Hemisphere yearlings were well sought after 
with many high priced yearlings on both sides of the 
Atlantic including $200,000 plus sales.

•	 Early reports on these Northern Hemisphere 
youngsters (now 2yos) have been excellent.

•	 Remember this Hambletonian winning son of 
Champion sire Muscle Hill took his 1.50.6 record as

 a 3yo.

Lots 181, 186, 189, 194, 196, 202, 203, 212, 217, 224 in ChCh
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P H I L L I P A  H A N L E Y  -
T H E  H A N L E Y  F O R M U L A

What Philippa Hanley doesn’t know about equine nutrition isn’t 
worth knowing.
The 42-year-old Geraldine resident has been promoting her 
equine body-building formula dubbed ‘The Hanley Formula’ 
for all horses, including yearlings and ponies since 2008. After 
leaving Fonterra in Clandeboye in 2013 she has really gone full-on 
developing her popular business.
Hanley said the formula was made here from 100 per cent natural 
New Zealand nutrients.
“The Hanley Formula is New Zealand’s original amino acid 
concentrate. Since 2008 we have been providing Kiwi horses and 
ponies with the pure building blocks for nutritious milk production 
in broodmares.
“It is also great for the development of the unborn foals. It 
balances growth of weanlings and yearlings and repairs muscle 
for the building and recovery for every equine athlete.
‘The formula is also successful for injuries, illness and surgery 
recuperation and the condition maintenance in aged horses,” 
Hanley said.
She said it was vital that the equine species obtained protein. 
Hanley said it was only second to water as the most abundant 
component of a horse’s body.
“The Hanley Formula is a pure amino acid concentrate powder 
that contains all 10 essential amino acids which must be 
supplied in the diet (arginine, histidine, isoleucine, leucine, lysine, 
methionine, phenylalanine, threonine, tryptophan, and valine) at 
levels never previously available in an equine supplement.
“This is the best way to top dress your existing feed ensuring all 
types of horses are receiving the necessary amino acids for their 
varying life stages and workloads,” Hanley said.
Hanley attended Massey University when she left school and 
wanted to be a vet, but the surgery side of the job was a bit much 
for her to take.
So she then went and worked for Fonterra’s livestock division 
before being made their South Island Nutrition Manager.
“I saw the products they were using for cows and thought the 
same concepts should be used for horses. They said there wasn’t 
the market for it in New Zealand, so that’s when I realised there 
could be a business opportunity here.
“I set up my own company in 2008 and then when it grew I left 
Fonterra and have promoted and developed it since 2013.
“I wanted trainers and horsemen/women to know that protein is 
vital in a horse’s diet. It builds muscle. I have had some amazing 
results and awesome testimonials,” Hanley said.

By Duane Ranger

One such boost of confidence came from Sir Patrick Hogan:

“This is very much a congratulations email as we love your 
product! We have our whole farm on The Hanley Formula (from 
weanlings to broodmares).

“I have recommended to around a dozen people to try your 
formula as it is cost effective and it has super results,” he said.

Hanley said she was very much a ‘thoroughbred girl’ growing up 
but is now completed hooked on harness racing.
“I did a bit of riding when I was young but the standardbred has 
really won me over in recent years. They are so easy to work with 
and just so good to handle.
“I believe in them and my product so much. I’m not the type of 
person who goes up driveways selling the product. It’s all word of 
mouth,” she said.
“Free samples are available,” she added.
Hanley wanted to stress that the reason ‘The Hanley Formula’ 
always worked was that because many horses weren’t efficient 
at absorbing the nutrients in the expensive feeds you give them.
“If they are the nervous, fussy, hard doer type you will find it 
difficult to even get them to eat all that expensive feed.
“The Hanley Formula is pure amino acids, no fillers and 98 per 
cent digestible, meaning what you feed is available to your horse 
to build that much needed muscle mass along with tendons, 
ligaments, hormones, enzymes and bone.
“Ninety-eight per cent digestible means 98 per cent is available 
in the bloodstream to be used where its needed,” said Hanley.





All yearlings proudly
supplemented

by Hanley Formula

Lot 309: American Me
Bay Colt by American Ideal 

- Bella Me

Studholme Bloodstock Yearling Draft 2018

Lot 323: Willie Go West
Bay Colt by Auckland 
Reactor - Bettor Go

Lot 333: Big Art
Bay Colt by Art Major

- Collectable

Lot 206: I Love Paris
Bay Filly by Love You

- Hot Vacation

Lot 349: Quicksmart
Bay Colt by American Ideal 

- Hurricane Dancer

Lot 363: Saint Tropez
Bay Colt by 

Somebeachsomewhere
- Lancome

Lot 372: Cute Art
Bay Filly by Art Major

- Lily Lancome

Lot 386: Major Player
Bay Filly by Art Major

- Love The Odds

Lot 219: Quik Shot
Bay Colt by Andover Hall

- Margaritaville

Lot 402: My Pleasure
Bay Filly by Bettor's Delight 

- My Style

Lot 427: Make Believe
Bay Colt by American Ideal 

- Putting On The Glitz

Lot 226: Beyond Words
Bay Filly by Art Major- 

Quote Me

Lot 238: One Of Them
Chestnut Colt by Auckland 

Reactor - Rafiki

Lot 247: Find Peace
Bay Filly  by American Ideal 

- Sabellian

Lot 263: Top Secret
Bay Colt by Bettor's Delight 

- Secret Lotion

Lot 270: Secret Dream
Bay Filly by Bettor's Delight 

- Secret Potion

Lot 284: 
Underthesouthernsun

Bay Colt by 
Somebeachsomewhere

- Under The Odds

Lot 298: Yuko
Bay Filly by Bettor's Delight 

- Wat A Woman

www.studholmebloodstock.co.nz

Nobody is closer to your equine partner than you – and nobody understands 
their unique nutrition needs more than our NRM nutrition specialists. It’s 
their expertise that make our range of feeds some of the most scientifically 
advanced in the market. Plus having nationwide access to their in-depth 
knowledge will support your understanding of equine nutrition to improve 
your horses performance.

To arrange an on-farm visit, contact your local nutrition specialist  
or call 0800 800 380. 

FEED TO SUCCEED

0800 800 380
www.nrm.co.nz

Nutrition advice? Listen to the experts.

FEED TO SUCCEED

NEW LOOK     NEW SIZE
 

SAME QUALITY PRODUCTFiona Gillies, Nutrition Specialist
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T H E  L I T T L E  G U Y S  ( A N D  G I R L S )  - 
N O R T H  I S L A N D

EST. ERROL DOWNEY
SANPINEANGUS ( LOT 11, colt) 
Angus Hall -Sanchipola (Pine Chip) 

Sanpineangus is the first yearling offered for sale by Errol Downey 
since the renamed Kyvalley Road sold back in 2001 to Jim 
Connelly. Sanpineangus, by Angus Hall, is the 2nd foal and 2nd 
colt out of the 8 win Pine Chip mare, Sanchipola.

Since Errol’s passing, the horses have been handled by his oldest 
son Roydon, a licensed Open Horseman and Public Trainer. 
Roydon is continuing with his father’s legacy of breeding and 
racing the descendants of Sanchiola. 

Horses that Errol and Roydon prepared, usually as a training and 
driving duo included Sanchipola, Saninvasion, Sanchez Son, San 
Diego Love, Santa Nita (by Sundon out of Santa Rosa a full sister 
to Sanchiola) and Empire Earl (Earl/Santa Nita) all of whom are 
directly related to Sanpineangus.

Errol believed in breeding his mares to the top trotting stallions 
available, offering the colts for sale while retaining the fillies 
for racing and breeding. Errol’s current breeding stock include 
Sanchipola who has a Love You filly at foot, her half-sister 
Saninvasion and her at foot Love You colt and San Diego Love 
(Love You/Saninvasion). Racing stock include the 3yo Love You/
Sanchipola gelding in San Juan Amour and a yearling Dejarmbro 
filly, Saninarmbro, out of Saninvasion who will be retained for 
breeding once her racing career is over.

Sanchipola is a half-sister to Kyvalley Road (by Lindy Lane) who 
won 20 of his 27 starts including multiple Group races (Victoria 
Trotters Derby G1, The Redwood G3, Tatlow Stakes G3, VHRC 
Holmfield G3) as well claiming victory in both the 2yo and 3yo 
Breeders Crown Finals and was crowned 2yo and 3yo Australian 
Trotter of the Year. 

Sanchipola’s full sister Alpine (renamed Kyvalley Diva), also 
purchased by Jim Connelly, was unraced but to date has left 
Kyvalley Rap by Kadabrah (11 wins), and Kyvalley Bling, by 
Muscles Yankee, the unraced dam of Hotjane Bling (6 wins) by 
Eilean Donan. 

Page 40

By John Mooney

Granddam Sanchiola (Chiola Hanover/San Mateo) won 15 races 
as well as recording multiple Group placings (2nd Challenge 
Stakes G2, 2nd & 3rd Cambridge Flying Mile G2) and was named 
4yo Trotting Mare of the Year in the 1993-1994 season. She left a 
further two foals Sanchez Son (by Lindy Lane), one win from six 
starts, and Saninvasion (by Armbro Invasion), one win from six 
starts. She in turn has left the four win Love You trotting mare San 
Diego Love. Unfortunately both Sanchez Son and Saninvasion 
had their race careers cut short through injury.

Sanpineangus is being prepared by Roydon’s partner, Claire 
Madden, along with 3 colts on account of Bromac Lodge, Tuxedo 
Bromac, Zeuss Bromac and J R Bromac.

BRAIN & HEATHER HEDGER, 
GREG SWEENEY
SKY ROCKET (LOT 14, colt) 
Somebeachsomewhere - Sky Beauty (In The Pocket) 

DREAMY AMERICAN (LOT 107, filly) 
American Ideal - Dream Holiday (Dream Away) 

About three decades back Brian Hedger purchased Eagles 
Three (1974) who was by Crockett out of Scottish Eden, a Morris 
Eden mare. Eagles Three was in foal to Vance Hanover and in 
1990 foaled Miami Vance. Since then a parade of lovely “Sky” 
and ‘Miami” horses have made their mark here and in Australia 
descending from Eagles Three.

Brian and Heather bred three mares, although none this season, 
with Heather’s cousin Greg Sutherland. They have two 2YOs that 
they intend racing including Sky Dancer, Sky Beauty’s Art Major 
filly who did not reach reserve last year, and a Sportswriter filly 
out of Sky High Jet. Sky Dancer is under a bit of an injury cloud 
and may well be retired to the broodmre paddock without racing.

Sky Rocket, the Somebeachsomewhere colt up for sale in the 
first half hour at the Australasian Sale could easily be one of the 
top lots. 



SHERYL MATTHEWS, 
CORAL AND ROY FAULKNER
DELIGHTFUL BRIGADE (LOT 29, filly) 
Bettor’s Delight - Trigirl Brigade (Mach Three) 

The deeds of big brother, Classie Brigade, should help 
this Bettor’s Delight filly knocked down to a discerning 
buyer. Out of former Harness Jewels runner-up Trigirl 
Brigade this filly could be an early runner. 

The 3YO full-brother Triroyal Brigade, sold in 2016, is with Nathan 
Williamson and won at Invercargill just before Christmas. 
The 5YO Trilight Brigade (Bettor’s Deight) has now won five in 
Australia.

The Mach Three broodmare cross with Bettor’s Delight seems to 
work very well.

Meanwhile the best horse that Sheryl Matthews and her parents 
Roy and Coral Faulkner may have bred could be her Bettor’s 
Delight foal up for sale at the Australasian Classic Yearling Sale 
Karaka on February 12.

Delightful Brigade is Lot 29.

Sheryl said Trigirl Brigade’s first foal Classie Brigade (by Bettor’s 
Delight) and third foal Delight Brigade (by Bettor’s Delight) were 
right up there with their mum as the best horses her family had 
bred.

“We leased Smithies Delight to Woodlands Stud but we have 
kept Trigirl Brigade (seven wins and $143,710) and her progeny.

“She has left four foals and all four have won races. 
We have left her empty this year and will put her to 
either American Ideal or Art Major,” Papatoetoe-based 
Matthews said.

BREEDING MATTERS

The half to Sky Major, Sky Art, Sky Falcon and Sky 
Diamond is an upstanding lovely type of individual 
according to preparers Sandy and Robert Mitchell. “He is 
outstanding with a lovely temperament,” said Sandy.

Brian, Heather and Greg were members of the Clearview 
Syndicate that shared in the ownership of Sky Major. One of our 
champion racehorse and 2012/13 Pacer of The Year, Sky Major 
won three Harness Jewels and the Messenger.

“We have raced many of our horses. For me the highlight 
was Sky Major sitting parked outside Blingiton and 
winning the 2015 Chariots of Fire.
“I don’t have any great wisdom about breeding. In many 
ways we  lucked-in and have surrounded ourselves with 
great people. I have always been a fan of In The Pocket 
and believe he made a great contribution to our bred.

Crockett continues to make an impact on the local New 
Zealand scene forty years after first reaching our shores. Whilst 
Crockett managed to produce some useful pacers, including 
standout Bronze Trail, two thirds of his winning performers were 
trotters (66/99). A more even split resulted from his efforts as 
a broodmare sire of 73 (34 pacers, 39 trotters). His trotters both 
those sired by him and his broodmare sire credits, were overall 
a better line-up than his pacers. That said, Crockett was a more 
than creditable dual gaited horse.

His legacy today is seen as the sire of the third dam of Sky 
Major and also dear to this author’s heart in the “Midfrew” breed 
(Libertybelle Midfrew, $640,000), and Luisanabelle Midfrew, 
$208,000). Quite A Moment and others keep Crockett‘s influence 
firmly in view, 

Lot 107 is the American Ideal filly out of Dream Holiday. The mare 
qualified for Tony Grayling who thought she was capable of 
winning a race or two. He said at the time “she’s a nice little filly 
who has a really good turn of speed. I think she will make a nice 
sit and sprint horse.”

Sadly she broke a fetlock and after a considerable recovery period 
went to stud. Dreamy American is a half to two winners from 
two to the races out of her dam.  She is a correct filly with a lovely 
temperament according to Sandy Mitchell.



T H E  L I T T L E  G U Y S  ( A N D  G I R L S )  - 
S O U T H  I S L A N D

KEN & DIANE FORD
HAPPY SANDY (LOT 182, colt) 
Peak - Spirit Of The Sun (Sundon) 

Ken and Diane Ford have five foals on the ground this season and 
have bred five of their 10 mares, most with excellent race records. 
With the grandchildren around there is a growing demand to bred 
the mares.

Happy Sandy, being offered at the Trotting Sale in Christchurch is 
the first colt from this mare whose great great dam is Kahlum of 
Lyell Creek fame.

First foal from Spirit of the Sun is a Monarchy filly, Ally Arquet. She 
had a lot of speed, but like a lot of Monarchy’s was a little highly 
strung Ken tells me. She was retired and has had a foal this year 
by Peak and is now back in foal to Quaker Jet.

Second foal and filly is by Superfast Stuart.  Abadabado, is owned 
by Jason Enright who leased the mare from Ken. He quite likes 
the filly. The mare was returned in foal to Peak, the colt being 
Happy Sandy.

“This colt, Happy Sandy, was born in mid-January. He is 
tall, a lovely natural horse and I love him. He is going to 
more a 3YO type,” said Ken.
“His mum Spirit of The Sun had huge ability and very high 
speed. She was the fastest horse I have ever had on the 
place, faster than Marcoola and Amaretto Sun.

You just have to watch her second to Springbank Russell in the 
2008 4YO Trotters Championship to see her ability. But she had 
heart issues and I retired her.

Spirit Of The Sun has been served by Creatine after missing twice 
to Love You. Ken is hoping the chilled fresh semen will do the 
trick.

DAVE HEFFERNAN
TRINITY STAR (LOT 350, filly) 
Mach Three - Genes West (Jenna’s Beach Boy) 

Dave Heffernan happily stopped his tractor for a chat about the 
family of Exotic Dance who he acquired as a weanling while 
working at Nevele R Stud a few decades back. He got into the 
harness game through his parents Pat and Catherine in his late 
teens.

After a three year stint at Nevele R where he became Assistant 
Studmaster Dave went farming. Soon after Bob McArdle called 
and asked did he want to help set up Ailsa and Charlie Smaile’s 
Jaccka Lodge as the Nevele R Stud southern base. Off he went 
for a year.

Dave raced and breed the progeny of Exotic Dance, her daughter 
Blue Genes and more recently Gene’s West in association with 
Malcolm Shinn. Dave and Malcolm went turn-about breeding the 
mares, with some significant successes.

Blue Genes (In The Pocket) was initially trained by Ian Shinn. 
After a couple of failures Dave took her home and guided her to 
two wins in five starts before she went to the broodmare paddock 
and was bred using embryo transfers. The best of her progency 
was Gene’s West with five wins and $65,201.

Gene’s West has left two good horses in Queen’s Advocate (11 
wins NZ/Aust) and (Our) Leonardo (8 wins NZ/Aust)

“This is a big strong filly. Extremely nice nature, but keen 
to work with you with a bit of spirit. She is not nasty, she 
just wants to be there with you. She has all the attributes, 
said David.
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RUSSELL NEVILL
CASH KING (LOT 450, colt) 
Washington VC - Cee Ash (Pacific Rocket) 

“Time and acres” was Richard Nevill’s response to my 
question on his breeding philosophy. “There is nothing 
better than being able to give a horse time to develop and 
feeding it well.”

The Ida Valley farmer re-started his association with 
standardbred breeding just over five years ago and now has 11 
mares with 10 bred this season. Rocknroll Hanover, A Rocknroll 
Dance and Washington VC being among his favourite sires.

Russell has another strong business ethic, support the locals. 
He sang the praises of Geoff and Judy Knight, Keith Norman and 
Mac (Brent McIntyre) at Macca. 

“They’ve all helped me massively and are always 
available for advice. I could not do what I’m doing without 
them.”

Racing now forms a big part of Russell’s harness racing interest. 
Currently he is racing four horses in three syndicates with six, 14 
and 21 partners.

In 2014 Russell purchased Cee Ash from Rankin Bloodstock 
as part of his re-entry into standardbred breeding. Cee Ash has 
produced two foals for Russell, Cash King on offer this year in 
Christchurch and a 2YO Changeover colt. “He is a big lump of a 
horse but is coming on nicely. He’ll race in one of the syndicates.”

“I try to go to the sales with a good type that appeals to both 
Australian and New Zealand trainers. A good sale helps to fund 
the stud fees!”

Russell started with horses 30 years ago when during the 
school holidays he visited his aunt and uncle Leonie and Dick 
Prendergast. He credits these Ashburton racing identities for 
encouraging and supporting his interest in horses.

STEPHEN & CAROL BAUCKE, 
DAVID SUTHERLAND
ZED BEE (LOT 389, colt) 
Bettor’s Delight - Loyal Arden (Art Major) 

DANCEMYSTER (LOT 453, colt) 
A Rocknroll Dance - Citybabe (Falcon Seelster) 

Steve Baucke went to 2014 Auckland Mixed Aged Sale with a 
couple of prospects marked in the book. For $3,500 he ended 
up 3YO filly Loyal Arden, a three quarter to NZ Cup winner Arden 
Rooney. 

Back down south Steve, who has held a licence to rain since 
2010, trained Citybabe up for four starts, including a second, 
before having to retire her in early 2015 due to a persistent muscle 
issue. 

Then the breeding gods smiled on the Baucke’s and their partner 
David Sutherland. Arden Rooney won the 2015 Hunter Cup and 
later that year the NZ Trotting Cup. There was an easy decision to 
bred her to Bettor’s Delight and Zed Bee is the result. 

“The colt looks like a 2YO and is very hard to fault,” said 
Stephen.

Apart from Arden Rooney this pedigree page finds The Reckoning 
who won the 2YO Sales Final amd through 2001 Broodmare 
Excellence Award winner Aberfeldy the well-performed Reba 
Lord and Megaera. 

Stephen and Carol are also offering a lovely striking colt out of 
a half-sister to the well performed racehorses Belkmyster (11 
wins) and Citylight (5 wins). This is the family of Happy Asset and 
Mighy Khan.

“The Citybabe colt is really developing and filling out. I 
really like the way he steps across the paddock,” said 
Stephen.
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Lot 18:  Quest
(Somebeachsomewhere - Shes An Angel)

Racy first foal from a full sister to Alleluia (1.53, $401,000 
to date). From a strong black type family that includes 
Expensive Scooter (US$910,846) Spy ($395,000) Pure Power 
($304,000), The Force (Grp 1 $312,00) and 2yr old Filly of 
the Year Onlyforyou (Grp1, $348,000).

Lot 122:  The Brave
(Art Major - Highfields Diamond)

A strong correct ½ brother to 7 winners including Ready for 
Battle (24 wins, $250,000) and full brother to the highly 
talented but ill-fated Art Form. From a very strong maternal 
family that includes past stallions Derby and Palestine right 
through to recent star Elegant Christian (19 wins, $305,000).

Lot 62 :  The Grand Master
(Bettor’s Delight - Belle Joie)

An athletic second foal and full brother to My Mastercraftsman 
(1.53, $60,513 to date) closely related to Bettor’s Delight 
mare Chance (1.52, 17 wins $150,000) and to multiple Grp1 
winner Desperate Comment (28wins, $1 million).

Lot 141:  Ifitbeyourwill
(Bettor’s Delight - Indulge)

An upstanding filly – the second foal and full sister to a winner.  
From a $111,00 winning mare who is a half sister to In the 
Force (Grp1,$312,000) and the dam of Onlyforyou (Grp1 
winning Filly of the Year)  Closely related to Expensive Scooter 
(US$910,846) and Alleluia (1.53, 401,000).

Lot 108:  Remember Me
(Somebeachsomewhere - Forever Royal)

An imposing first foal bred on the magic Somebeachsomewhere-
Bettor’s Delight cross. From a full sister to emerging pacer El 
Gran Senor (1.55, 6 wins, 2 seconds from only 15 starts) 
closely related to multiple Grp 1 winner and Horse of the Year 
– Il Vicolo (31 wins$1.5 million), Stunin Cullen ($1.4 million) 
and Gotta Go Cullen ($1.1 million).

Lot 175:  Power and Grace
(Somebeachsomewhere - Pure Magic)

Last in the sale but certainly not least – A must inspect colt.  
Powerful and compact this colt is the first foal from a half 
sister to Pure Power (Grp 3, $304,000). From the family of  
Expensive Scooter (US$910,846) Alleluia (1.53,$401,000) 
and Onlyforyou (Grp 1, $344,000).

Lot 32:  Super Easy
(Art Major - Shy Annie)

This impressive colt  who is a full brother to Alleluia (1.53, 
$401,000 to date) hails from an all American family that 
continuously produces great racehorses including Expensive 
Scooter (US$910,846), The Force (Grp1,$317,00) and 
Onlyforyou (Grp1 $348,000).

Australasian Classic Yearling Sale 2018
Available for inspection at Karaka Salesgrounds

from Saturday 10 February or by appointment. Phone 021 627 456.
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F A S T T R A C K 
N E W S

BROKER OF THE MOMENT

Its been a busy few months for our South Island based FastTrack 
Broker, Todd Lynch. Todd has successfully made his way 
around a number of racing club’s in the South, meeting with 
management and committees and insuring not only their club 
and facilities insurances, but this has lead to FastTrack insuring 
for some of the club’s partners and local commercial business’s 
that  have a relationship with these clubs. The harness racing 
club’s that have switched their insurances to FastTrack are;
Ashburton Racing and Trotting Club 
Methven Trotting Club 
Westport Trotting Club 
Reefton Racing & Trotting Club 
Invercargill Harness Club  
This has been a very exciting time for FastTrack as it gives great 
confidence that momentum will build on momentum and it just 
shows how big FastTrack will become for our industry! 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT AND SPONSORSHIP

Supporting Omakau’s raceday on the 3rd of January 2018 was 
a brilliant way to start the year. It’s clear that the Central Otago 
Trotting Club president Graham Sinnamon and his team are very 
passionate and enthusiatic about their event and harness racing 
on the whole, so of course FastTrack was delighted to sponsor 
the Big Screen and the popular family FastTrackinsurance Sulky 
Derby, this year won by “horses” Arran Walker and Richard 
Harley and Driven by Harriot Harley. 

ADDED STAKES

Very soon FastTrack will be announcing the first round of added 
stakes races for harness racing clubs! The clubs that have 
received the most support so far will be allocated the funds 
and a stake increase will be noted in the racename. Watch this 
space…..

SOCIAL MEDIA

Jump online and like the @fastTrackinsurance facebook page 
and @fasttracknz twitter page and keep up to date on FastTrack 
news and promotions in 2018.

CALL TO ACTION

Make 2018 the year that you request a quote from FastTrack and 
help make a positive difference for your favourite Harness Racing 
Club because if FastTrack can match or better your current 
provide you have nothing to lose!
FastTrack is not just another insurance company, it is an industry 
initiative spefically designed to raise stake money for Harness 
and Thoroughbred Racing Club’s. 

Insuring Business, Home & Contents, Rural, Commerial 
Properties and Vehicles FastTrack’s national team of Brokers 
will find the most appropropriate insurance protection with New 
Zealand’s most reputable companies. 

So when someone chooses to switch their insurances to 
FastTrack, a portion of the premium goes towards stake money 
at their favourite racing club.

E: info@fasttrackinsurance.co.nz
P: 0800 722 369
W: www.fasttrackinsurance.co.nz
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B R E E D I N G  P R O F I L E :
A D A M  B O W D E N

Diamond Creek Farm is fast becoming a major player in the New 
Zealand Standardbred breeding industry with stallions like A 
Rocknroll Dance, Sweet Lou, Father Patrick and Always Be Miki.
Diamond Creek Farm is based in North America. They has two 
farms, both of which are run by thirty six year old Adam Bowden.
“I’d like to think we’re an up and coming stud that’s knocking on 
the door of the top two or three,” he said.
Bowden was introduced to harness racing as a kid with his 
grandfather and father racing cheap claimers in the state of 
Maine. 
“It’s not a harness heavy state (Maine) but we went to the track 
at the weekends and I learned how to do the maths, reading the 
programme and figuring out odds. They got out of it and growing 
up I was not involved in horses at all,” Bowden said.
His father Chris now runs an acquisitions and management 
company specializing in real estate while his grandfather Glen is 
the President of a small trucking company in Maine.
Adam’s interest waned somewhat when both his grandfather 
and father got out of the industry and he concentrated on getting 
an education. But the dream of getting back into the industry 
never went away.
“During my freshman years at college I reached out to Hanover 
Shoe Farms looking at getting back into it. I figured I’d start with 
the biggest and the best. I worked for them for two years. After 
University I learned how to shoe horses and did that for a number 
of years and ended up managing a couple of farms learning from 
the ground up.”
Diamond Creek Farm was started in 2005.
“We started with three farms in Kentucky and expanded to 
Pennsylvania to take advance of the breeder’s awards there. We 
sold two farms in Kentucky and now have one in each state.”
Bowden says the Kentucky farm in the horse rich Paris area is 
260 acres and it has a special significance.
“We developed it from scratch. It was an old cattle farm that 
didn’t really have anything on it. It’s my pride and joy. When I 
bought it the grass was over my waist and there was no road or 
fencing on it.  I took a lawn mower and cut out the road. “
The Pennsylvania property was already a stud farm. It’s situated 
at Wellsville and is just under 150 acres. 
“It was in major need of some TLC.”
In the early days the focus was just on developing the farms, the 
facilities and the quality of the broodmares, not having stallions 
on farm.
“We didn’t do it for the first few years because we were getting 
the farms off the ground and expanding our broodmare band.”
When the broodmare quality started to get better, consideration 
was given to purchasing stallions and Bowden’s approach was to 
be revolutionary.
“I was 30 years old and who’s going to entrust their horse with 

By Bruce Stewart

a guy that has never done it before? We had to go out and take 
a rise and buy into these horses before others did. Most people 
bought into stallions when horses were done racing. We changed 
the way people are now entering the stallion market by going 
after these horses as early two year olds.”
Although Ponder was on the scene in the early days Bowden still 
regards A Rocknroll Dance as the first stallion Diamond Creek 
Farm got involved in. 
“He was the first really big horse we invested in. We’ve followed 
that model and now everyone is chasing after us by getting 
involved earlier. He was the horse as a two year old, that we 
identified as the one we wanted to go after and build our 
reputation on. He had some struggles during his racing career 
but he was still one of the top horses at three and four. He then 
entered the stallion barn and ended up breeding to a full book 
in his first year. We’ve been thrilled with not only the people that 
breed to him but also the guys buying the horses.”
He’s one of the leading sires of two year olds in North America 
at the moment and Bowden proudly points out that two of his 
top three progeny were bred by Diamond Creek Farm, including 
quality colt Lost In Time.   
“We ended up buying back into the best one Lost In Time. If 
Lost In Time is named Two Year Old of the Year it’ll be a huge 
boom for a first year stallion to get off the ground like that. 
Somebeachsomewhere did it with Captaintreacherous in his 
first crop and Andover Hall did it with Donato Hanover. These 
horses need a good colt right away. A Rocknroll Dance did it with 
69 live foals compared to some of these other horses that have a 
hundred plus.”
A Rocknroll Dance has served 373 mares in three seasons in 
New Zealand and has 146 named foals that are either two year 
olds or yearlings. He has a further 50 unregistered foals. To date 
five of his two year olds have qualified.
“The reports are good. I think they broke (in) well and I think the 
trainers like them. But it only matters if they do it on the track so 
they’re going to have to show up and win some big races.”
Bowden says after being around a lot of his progeny either on the 
home farms or at the recently held sales he’s got to know what a 
typical A Rocknroll Dance horse looks like.
“Looks wise we find we can spot them now. They’re maybe not 
the prettiest horses in the head but as long as they win people 
are prepared to forgive that. They’re beautiful bodied horses. In 
the states they’re good gaited horses, got good attitudes and they 
try very hard. That was one of the things about A Rocknroll Dance 
that stood out. He was tough and tried all the time. If he can pass 
those traits on, the sky’s the limit for him.”
Yankee Cruiser stallion Sweet Lou is also on the Diamond Creek 
Farm roster. He won close to three million dollars and was Dan 
Patch Two Year Old Pacing Colt of the Year, Dan Patch Older 
Pacer of the Year and US Pacer of the Year. He’s served 175 mares 
in two seasons on the job and his oldest crop in New Zealand are 
yearlings.
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“Lou’s an interesting one because he puts a bit more colour into 
the breed. More than these other plain bay horses. They’re flashy 
and have a presence. People pay for that up here. He stood for 
half the service fee of Captaintreacherous and he out averaged 
him at both sales. His stock are a bit quirky because he was that 
way. The training reports so far are very optimistic and I tend to 
be a bit more cautiously optimistic than most but based on the 
reports we have so far he’s going to be a big hit.”
Diamond Creek Farm are also huge investors in trotting and have 
35 trotting mares on their books. The farm is the home of trotting 
stallion Father Patrick.
He won 23 of his 33 starts and banked $2.6 million in three 
seasons of racing. He’s also the holder of two World Records and 
his best mile time was 1-50.4. He’s been a popular addition to the 
stallion ranks in New America getting 73 mares in his first season 
and 135 the next season when he was fully in his stride. 
 “He stood for a high fee up here and still raced in the year he 
stood so he had a very limited number of mares. The response 
at the sales was huge. He stamps them as much as Lou does 
but in the opposite way. They’re plain paper bag wrapping type 
horses, but they’re corrected, great bodied horses, have great 
length and scope to them. He seems to have cleaned up a lot 
of the conformational flaws that mares have. They’re not a big 
heavy horse. They’ve got a sleek refined look and look as though 
they can trot a hole through the wind. Training reports are great. 
We’ve invested a ton of money in these young stallions hoping 
that one of them or all of them hit. Reports so far are on the up for 
both Sweet Lou and Father Patrick.”
Bowden says part of Diamond Creek Farm’s philosophy is that 
they like to have a share in all of the stallions they stand.
“That shows the ownership groups that we want to be a player 
and we believe in the horse. We try and buy at least twenty 
percent of every horse we’re involved in. We back them with our 
horses and our client’s horses. We do that from the beginning 
for at least the first four years. We’ve made the syndicates lots of 
money and I’m proud of the work I’ve done. It’s a team effort from 
the girls in the office to the stallion handlers.” 

Always B Miki is another stallion on the Stud’s book. He’s the 
only horse in history to win a race in sub 1-47 more than once. He 
was named 2016 US Horse of the Year and won over $2.8 million. 
“Always B Miki was a freak on the track and exhibited class, 
courage, and the ultimate desire to win. We were in the right 
place at the right time when it came to securing the ability to 
stand the horse. Relationships matter and a friendship with the 
owners allowed a deal to be struck and the rest is history. As 
one of his owners reiterates to me, ‘He is the gift that keeps on 
giving.’”
He’s available to downunder breeders through Nevele R and 
Alabar Studs.
Another exciting prospect for breeders is Downbytheseaside. 
He’s a son of Somebeachsomewhere which won over two 
million.
“Plans are to shuttle him to the Southern Hemisphere. He 
doesn’t have a deal in place yet but if everything goes according 
to plan then he would arrive for the 2018 breeding season. He’s 
got a full book here. We’re limited to 140 breeding mares per year. 
We’ve got 200 contracts in so we have to go through them and 
decide. He’s the next new big one we’re going after and making 
him into hopefully the next great one.”   
Bowden has been to New Zealand three times now and has 
been impressed with the quality of land and the people that are 
involved in the industry here – the reason he sends stallions to 
the southern hemisphere.
“John Curtin was gracious enough to take me round and 
introduce me to all kinds of people in New Zealand and Australia. 
The response we got from A Rocknroll Dance piqued my interest. 
He was a horse that would ‘fit’ travelling. He travelled and 
performed well when he raced. His semen quality and numbers 
were excellent and off the charts, so there was no reason not to 
do it.”
A Rocknroll Dance has shared New Zealand custody, being 
available at both Nevele R and Alabar Studs.
“He was an expensive horse to get involved with and it was 
nice to get the backing of two major farms. For a horse to be 
successful you need involvement and the client base that both 
farms provide made for a deal that was too good to pass on.” 
Diamond Creek Farm has between 15 to 20 staff depending on 
the season with the heavier number during the yearling prep and 
foaling season.
“We’ve been lucky enough to find great people that are prepared 
to go back and forth between the farms depending on the 
season.”
Each year they prepare between 30 and 50 yearlings. 
“We take most of our yearlings to the sales but we have a 
handful of mares that we keep everything out of, no matter 
what.”
They’re also keen investors in the future of the industry and offer 
internships which run between six and  twelve months.
“We struggled for years trying to find quality help that was willing 
to give us time and we could never seem to find people we were 
happy with. We’ve gone for younger kids - boys and girls from 
University who were looking to get their foot in the door and we 
provide that opportunity.” 
 At the recent Lexington Yearling Sales they sold an A 
Rocknroll Dance - Somewherovrarainbow colt for $330,000. 
Somewherovrarainbow, which is owned by Bowden, won 18 
races and $1,264,348 and paced a mile in 1-48.0. She was the 
winner of the 2012 Dan Patch Award for Two Year Old Filly of the 
Year.

Adam Bowden



“It was to dissolve a partnership. It was great for the horse, the 
stallion and my mare. We ended up keeping it by buying out our 
partner. We had to pay that type of money to do that.”
Another top end mare on Diamond Creek Farms books is Bettor’s 
Delight mare See You At Peelers. She won 26 of her 31 starts and 
was named Dan Patch Award two and three year old filly of her 
year.
The stud is also credited with winning three respective Breeders 
Crown races at Woodbine in October 2015. The winners were Pure 
Country, Creatine and Divine Caroline. Creatine and Pure Country 
were part-owned by Bowden.
On the breeding front in New Zealand the number of pacing 
mares being served this season is the lowest for some time. 
Bowden says it’s a similar situation in America.
“It’s the same here. It’s a pain in the butt. It’s tough to make 
money. You’ve got to find a niche and you’ve got to really explore 
it to make money and that’s very difficult to do. The guys that 
used to breed five to ten mares are no longer involved. You’re left 
with some major farms and guys that breed to one or two mares. 
The middle guy is gone.”  
Diamond Creek Farm has a total of 31 pacing broodmares on 
their books. 
Bowden says one part of the industry that appears to be growing 
in New Zealand is trotting. Figures released by NZSBA show the 
number of trotting mares being served is growing.
“The first time I came down there it was the forgotten gait. In the 
last few years it picked up because more and more horses are 
available to the breeders and that can only be good for the sport.”

Diamond Creek Farm also races some of it’s stock, generally 
capping the number at 20 race horses per season. Their racing 
stock includes Pure Country ($2,233,566 and 1-48.0). She was 
named two and three year old filly of her year. Race horses 
owned by the stud are trained by Jimmy Takter, Ron Burke, Linda 
Toscano and former Southern boy Nifty Norman.
“She (Pure Country) is out of a mare (Western Montana) that I 
purchased. She (Western Montana) was the third horse I ever 
purchased when I got involved in 2005 so Pure Country is a pure 
homebred.”  
They’ve also ventured into sponsorship in New Zealand, being 
naming rights sponsors of the Group One New Zealand Derby 
and also The Group Two Diamond Creek Farm Two Year Old 
Classic in Southland. They also sponsor a race on Breeders 
Crown and Hambletonian Days. 
Without doubt Diamond Creek Farm will have a major influence 
on the New Zealand Breeding scene over the next few years and 
beyond. 
“We’ve been overwhelmed by the response from breeders down 
under and we hope like heck that these horse turn out.”
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When you purchase a SBSR eligible yearling and race him or her in the Diamond Creek
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NZ Premier Sale, Christchurch, Wednesday 14 February 2018

MIDFREW FARM presents...

Lot 374
Midfrew L’Equipe
Colt, Sportswriter
– Lucasta Midfrew
Half to Eyre Crusher 2nd 
WA Derby 8 wins, and 2YO 
Lutetia Midfrew been to 
Ashburton workouts for a 2nd.
Strong go-early type who has 
2YO written all over him.

NZ Premier Sale, Christchurch, Wednesday 14 February 2018

MIDFREW FARM presents...

Lot 479
Ars Gratia Artis
Colt, Art Major
– Lucinda Midfrew
Half to Libertybelle Midfrew, 
$640,497, 19 wins, WA Gold 
Nugget, WA Oaks, ID Heat, 
Mount Eden Sprint. Last foal 
from the great mare.
Well put together racehorse 
with plenty of scope and a 
great attitude.

Lot 392
Midfrew Luisianabeau
Colt, American Ideal
– Lulabelle Midfrew
Full to Luisanabelle Midfrew 
$207,847, Group 1 NZ 
Breeders Stakes as a 3YO, & 
2016 3YO Yearling Sales Final.
Well put together colt.
Lovely nature.

Lot 358
Midfrew Lovethemusic
Colt, American Ideal
– Lollapaloosa Midfrew
Dam a full to Libertybelle 
Midfrew and Lulabelle Midfrew. 
Colt a three-quarter to 
Luisanabelle Midfrew (retired) 
and Letsgotothehop (currently 
racing in Sydney.)
Strong athlete who wants to be 
with you and get out and work.

Preparer: John Mooney, West Melton 021 614 190, Lisa Young 021 124 9038
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Nugget, WA Oaks, ID Heat, 
Mount Eden Sprint. Last foal 
from the great mare.
Well put together racehorse 
with plenty of scope and a 
great attitude.

Lot 392
Midfrew Luisianabeau
Colt, American Ideal
– Lulabelle Midfrew
Full to Luisanabelle Midfrew 
$207,847, Group 1 NZ 
Breeders Stakes as a 3YO, & 
2016 3YO Yearling Sales Final.
Well put together colt.
Lovely nature.

Lot 358
Midfrew Lovethemusic
Colt, American Ideal
– Lollapaloosa Midfrew
Dam a full to Libertybelle 
Midfrew and Lulabelle Midfrew. 
Colt a three-quarter to 
Luisanabelle Midfrew (retired) 
and Letsgotothehop (currently 
racing in Sydney.)
Strong athlete who wants to be 
with you and get out and work.

Preparer: John Mooney, West Melton 021 614 190, Lisa Young 021 124 9038
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N R M  P R O F I L E : 
W H I T T A K E R 
E Q U I N E  S T A B L E S

Whittaker Equine Stables prepare a contingent of standardbred 
yearlings for the sales held in Christchurch in February 
every year. We caught up with the Whittaker team to get an 
understanding of what it takes to get your yearling from the 
paddock to the sale ring.

How many staff do you employ to help with the yearling 
preparation side of your business?
We have mainly prepared the yearlings ourselves over the years, 
with the help of our children, Josh, Luke and Steffi. Others have 
helped at times in the past, but we usually try to prepare them 
ourselves to keep costs down.

What is the process a yearling needs to go through to be 
selected for the sale?
They are nominated by the owner and then they are viewed and 
assessed before September to ensure they are of a high quality 
in all areas, including confirmation and well-being. They are also 
reviewed again prior to the sale in February, as the final check 
before going through the sale ring.

When do the yearlings arrive at your property to begin their 
preparation?
Ideally we would like to have them for 10 weeks before the sales 
to be able to get them in peak condition. Some of our vendors 
have already started preparation at their farms, which is a huge 
help and also cuts their costs down. Ideally, we would need them 
for at least six to seven weeks prior to the sale to ensure we can 
produce them to the highest standard.  

By Katie Vlckers

How can breeders help with the preparation of their yearlings 
prior to coming to you?
Breeders can help by ensuring their mares are fed right from 
the start. Our mares are fed NRM Evolve, which is a specifically 
formulated broodmare pellet that is fed daily. Mares that are good 
doers are fed NRM Mare Balancer for the last trimester, this way 
we know our unborn foal is getting all the nutrients right from the 
beginning. 
The foals then will go onto NRM Asset at weaning time, which 
is again a complete feed for growing horses. Then when they 
are getting ready for the sales, they go onto NRM Prepare and 
NRM Equi-Jewel along with hay and baleage. A regular six week 
worming/farrier programme is helpful, as well as getting their 
teeth checked to ensure they are in good health, so they can get 
most out of their feed.  
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What does the day to day work you do with the yearlings 
entail?  
When they arrive we let them settle for a day or so and then they 
are jogged on the jog machine. We also wash them daily, which 
soon helps pull them into line. Depending on the yearling and 
how quickly they settle in, they are then groomed daily with a 
rubber massage brush to help loosen any rough coat – this also 
helps with muscle tone and enhances coat shine. They have 
an extreme makeover with their manes pulled, tidied up, ears 
trimmed etc. They are tied up in the barn, which they enjoy, and 
are taught to lead at walk and trot, so that when potential buyers 
arrive to view they can see them trot up and are able to get the 
best view of the yearling.

The yearlings you prepare are always conditioned beautifully, 
tell us how you utilise the NRM feed range? 
We have fed NRM feeds for many, many years now. NRM 
Prepare is specifically made for yearling preparation – it is a 
complete textured feed that the yearlings love. Equi-Jewel is an 
incredible supplement, which is great in helping build muscle 
and topline, maintaining condition and enriching their coats – this 
product is the best on the market.

There are a large number of yearlings that go through the 
Christchurch sale ring, what do you do to make your yearlings 
stand out in a crowd? 
We believe if the yearlings are fed well, the beauty comes from 
the inside. Along with conditioning from jogging, shampooing 
and brushing, manes and tails are dyed to enhance their look 
prior to sales day and they receive a final polishing spray and a 
touch of clear makeup to make them glisten.

When selling yearlings, you are selling the dream of a 
potential race winner – which have been the stand out 
winners that you have prepared for the sale ring?
Outrageous El, Little Sonny Bill, Our Madagascar, Chase the 
Dream, Western Cullen.

Do you have your own mares that you breed?
Yes, we have had many over the years and have currently 
reduced numbers down to three mares – Tilthesungoesdown, 
Went Motoring and Sticky – along with breeding some sport 
horses.

Do you aim to prepare these for the sale ring or keep to race?
We have previously prepared them for the sales each year to sell, 
but now with two keen junior drivers – Josh and Luke – we will be 
keeping them to race for them to drive, which is really exciting for 
the future.

In your opinion, what do yearlings need to have to make a 
sale ring standout?
They need to be well muscled and strong, with good 
confirmation. A great walk is also really important, as well as a 
gleaming coat. They need to be well-bred on both sides of the 
family with black type too.

Aside from doing the yearlings over the summer, tell us about 
the other equine pursuits you are involved in.
We also have a show jumping team that Steffi competes. 
We have recently purchased Eros K, who is a stallion and is 
competing at grand prix level. We will breed a limited number of 
mares to him ourselves, as well as offering his services to the 
local market. We travel away to shows all over the South Island, 
as well as heading north to the prestigious Horse of the Year 
show in March, where Steffi will compete against the country’s 
best for Horse of the Year honours.



HE’S WATCHING
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A LA B A R  ( N Z )  LT D

p . 09 232 1800  e. alabar@alabar.co.nz

Undefeated US Two-Year-Old of the Year

Holder of two World Records at two

Won the fastest ever Meadowland Pace at three

Equal fastest three-year-old of all time

Retired as the fastest horse ever

Blistering fi nishing speed
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H O R S E M A N  F I R S T 
A N D  F O R E M O S T

When Graeme Mee fractured his spine in a steeplechase fall at 
Oamaru nearly 50 years ago, he was told he wouldn’t ride again.
Six months later, he was back riding work and his injury hasn’t 
troubled him since. 
In the years that followed, Graeme continued down the 
thoroughbred path but he was first and foremost a horseman. 
With the passage of time, he became more and more dual-
coded.
As clerk of the course throughout the Otago province, Graeme 
‘red-coats’ more at Forbury Park than any other track. 
Together with wife Ann, he has been preparing yearlings for 
the standardbred sales in Christchurch for about 15 years and 
presented no fewer than three sale-toppers.
They’ve also been involved three times in ownership and Ann 
reckons the second of Major Ben to Heaven Rocks at the 2016 
Jewels to be her absolute racing highlight. The then three-year-
old was bred by Phil Creighton who raced him with his wife 
Margaret and the Mees. The Creightons also share in Heaven 
Rocks.
“That was one day I prayed Heaven Rocks would break up,” Ann 
confided, “I told Phil and Margaret that.”
Graeme’s introduction to racing was as an apprentice with Stan 
McKay. He had one ride at a rodeo on a bucking horse, enjoyed 
it, was told he could be good at it, but it wasn’t appropriate for 
an apprentice. He became a top jumps jock, won as far north 
as Ellerslie, and went close in the 1966 Grand National finishing 
second on Linred.
Ann also worked for Stan. There were no females jockeys then 
but she contested the ‘powder puff derbys’ which paved the way 
for them.
Graeme and Ann have been in their own property adjoining the 
Wingatui racecourse for 36 years and before the 2004 sales, 
John and Pat Scanlan of Milton became their first harness racing 
clients. Among their draft for the sale was a Christian Cullen - 
Spirit Of Niatross colt. Following a period of spirited bidding, John 
Street got the better of Ian Dobson but had to pay a sale topping 
$120,000 to do it.
“I liked doing the harness horses because I didn’t know anything 
about it, I’d never had any.” Graeme said. “I got the odd rogue but 
haven’t been beaten very often. The colts are no harder than the 
fillies, that’s because they present themselves better. It harder to 
get the fillies to show off as well.”
Ann has a job at the Birchleigh Hospital for the aged to occupy 
her time but works with the yearlings whenever she can. It’s 
imperative because come the sales, she’s the one who will be in 
the ring with the yearlings at money time.

By Mac Henry

Significant money at times. After 2004, sales toppers followed 
in 2013 and 2015 when sons of Asabella sold for $170,000 and 
$200,000. In 2010, a trotting colt topped the sale but Dancing 
Diamonds, a pacing filly out of Asabella, was second highest at 
$110,000.
The East Taieri-based Phil Creighton and Southlander Stuart 
Gillan bred from Asabella and marketed her foals. Phil became 
the Mee’s major client. Graeme said he usually gets the yearlings 
six weeks before the sale, eight weeks if they have been running 
in the paddock. This year, he wondered if he’d have any.
“Phil has just lost the mare Cartier (dam of Major Ben) and 
Asabella lost her foal last season. He only had one for this year 
(Bettor’s Delight-Princess of Diamonds) so I wasn’t going to do 
it,” Graeme explained. “I’m 68 and haven’t many years left. But 
then Peter Grant rang. He had four, doing five was worthwhile. 
They’re all nice types, nice bodies, a good even lot.”
In 2010, the Mee’s prepared Secret’s Out for Phil and ended up 
buying him for $6500. The daughter of Mach Three and Holmes 
Town Girl won two for Mark Purdon and Natalie Rasmussen and 
three for Tony Barron before his sale to the United States.
Beyond this year’s sales, the Mees and the Creightons will 
continue to have an interest in common. They share the 
ownership of Hit The Sky, full brother of Secret’s Out. The 
three-year-old was pre-trained on the Wingatui racecourse by 
Graeme before joining Tony and Ken Barron. Since debuting in 
September, Hit The Sky has won two of his nine outings.
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W I N D I N G  D O W N ? 
G I B S O N  J U S T  W I N D I N G  U P !

Lower Hutt breeder Keith Gibson might have sold the Roydon 
Lodge property in Jones Road and be in the process of further 
downsizing his broodmare band but that doesn’t mean he’s 
getting out.
Gibson at the age of 64, is actually ramping up his racing 
operation - “having a bit of a fling’’ racing more fillies in a bid “to 
find a nice horse.”
Gibson will offer five yearlings at the Premier sale in Christchurch 
under the Roydon Lodge Stud banner, forced to withdraw his 
best, a Muscle Hill colt (lot 203) who has a boggy hock.
And the days of seeing big drafts from the once trotting 
powerhouse stud formerly owned by his late father-in-law Sir 
Roy McKenzie are well and truly over.
“It’s not a commentary on the state of the industry,’’ says 
Gibson. “With no other family interested in racing I’m just in a 
restructuring phase.’’
Gibson says he’s simply making commercial decisions driven 
by his decision a number of years ago not to reinvest in another 
stallion and the sale of his farm. 
“When a guy asked if my farm was for sale and offered 25% more 
than I thought it was worth I had to make a judgement call.’’
When the deal was settled on October 31, Gibson had already 
held a dispersal sale  as it was  obvious that without land he 
would have to pay agistment for all his mares and the aim  was 
to reduce them to eight and breed from only five or six each year. 
“There’ll be no more 20 or 30 mares. Now if I deem a daughter is 
better than mum I sell  mum. I keep only one out of each line.
“I hadn’t sold at the sales for a year or two - I got a bit 
disillusioned - and I had a big bunch of fillies which I thought I’d 
process myself.’’
So far there have been no champions but  he is  happy spending 
some of the proceeds from the land sale looking. Gibson has 
seven horses in work in his search for that good one.
“I don’t want to buy one. Breeding them is half the fun.  Said 
above I was having a fling.
But that doesn’t mean Gibson is not making commercial 
decisions any more - he’s recently sold his up-and-coming pacer 
Late Mail and a progressive Monarchy youngster Southern Alps, 
whose yearling brother in the sale (lot 195 King Of The Hill) is an 
absolute stunner, he says.
“I’d like to think I’m not in cuckoo land thinking he’s a $30,000 
colt.
“That’s what keeps you going in this business, living in hope. If I 
didn’t still think there was hope for the home breeder I wouldn’t 
keep on doing it.’’
It’s fair to say Gibson has done OK  thank you from his near 40-
year love of standardbreds.
From the moment he made the gutsy call to walk away from his 
surveying profession in the early ‘80s to work  at a horse farm in 
Christchurch for Sir Roy he’s found luck.

By Barry Litcher

And after he trained his first horse Arania Scott to win three races, 
two when driven by Sir Roy at Hutt Park, then sold him  to the 
States and was able to buy a new car, he says he’s been a “lifer” 
hooked on the game.
“We’ve been very lucky,’’ says Gibson of the twists and turns that 
helped set up he and his wife Robyn.
Like his decision to take over a yearling who was passed in at the 
sales that same year he moved to the farm.
Named Yankee Loch he went on to win 20 races and $317,000, 
giving them the thrill of winning an Interdominion Trotting Final 
and Rowe Cup.
“And he paid off our property mortgage.’’
Or his decision to send speedy trotter Locofoco to race in Canada 
in 2003 to escape the likes of local stars like Take A Moment.
Locofoco won 56 races and hundreds of thousands of dollars 
for Gibson up there, trotting a 1:53 mile, and helping fund all the 
northern hemisphere foals he bred.
Locofoco figures in the pedigree of lot 179, a Monarchy filly out 
of Shutterup, who is a half sister to Sovereignty (28 wins and 
$686,000), the best horse he has bred.
Three of his yearlings going under the hammer are some of 
the last  by Monarchy, a sire who has been well represented 
by Temporale this season but never reached the heights he 
deserved, says Gibson, with too much competition from frozen 
semen.
“I  brought him in because I liked his pedigree and he wasn’t 
a very big horse which  I  thought would  cross well over big 
Sundon mares.
“But it was a hell of a battle. In the first year half of the mares he 
served were mine.
“I don’t think anyone realised how good Monarchy was except 
me.’’
But then Gibson fell on his feet there too. When he couldn’t get 
$20,000 at the sales for a Monarchy colt out of Aspiring Gal, he 
took him home to race - and ended up winning the 2012 Breeders 
Crown Three-Year-Old with the horse named Triumphant 
Monarch.
Sundon, on the other hand, never had the same battle - his future 
was assured when he won this first 14 races on end.
And even though the great stallion has been dead for nearly two 
years, a small group of loyal breeders are still coming back each 
year to use his frozen semen, says Gibson.
“There’s still another year or two of semen left.’’
Gibson still gets a buzz following the deeds of Sundon’s progeny, 
but not quite as much these days as those of his children. 
“We have five grand children, with another one due, and that 
brings a new dimension to life.’’

ROYDON 
LODGE STUD

LOT 195 

KING OF THE HILL
A brown colt by MONARCHY out of Sunny Sierra - 
Sierra Kosmos. A CLASSY brother to SOUTHERN 
ALPS.

LOT 179 

MEGA PIXELS
A brown filly by MONARCHY out of Shutterup - SJ’s 
Photo. 1st foal from a race winning ½ sister to 
SOVEREIGNTY.

NZ Premier Trotters Session
Christchurch

13 February 2018

Your last opportunity to purchase a 
MONARCHY Yearling.

The sire of TEMPORALE,
HARRIET OF MOT, SOVEREIGNTY, 

SHEEMON and ROYAL ASPIRATIONS etc.

Prepared by Julia & Richard Aubrey, Dunsandel, Ph. 021 325 075 or 021 531 047

LOT 216 

MENTALIST
A SLICK gaited bay colt by MAJESTIC SON out of
Kristal Gazer (KRISTALVAGEN - Ken Warkentin).

LOT 187 

HIGH IN THE SKY
A bay filly by MONARCHY out of Summer Solstice - Mr 
Lavec. The maternal family of SUNDON.

LOT 439 

CHEMEIA
A bay filly by AUCKLAND REACTORout of Alcheringa-
Dream Away. ¾ sister to the top filly ALCHEMIST.

WEDNESDAY 14th

ROYDON 
LODGE STUD
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Love that French trotting style?
You can’t go past HdT sired yearlings

LOVE YOU

THE BEST MADRIK

Lots 63, 204, 206, 218, 220, 221

Lot 170

T1.53.4  €1,416,537 
Coktail Jet – Guilty of Love – And Arifant

T1.52.8 €1,367,710
Coktail Jet – Lady Madrik – Biesolo 

• New Zealand’s Stallion of the Year and sire of last year’s 
top 2YO  Paramount King, top 3YO Enghien, and 5YO and 
older trotter of the year Monbet.

• World leading sire LOVE YOU has lit the fuse on a French 
revolution in Australasian trotting producing a new type of 
natural long-striding trotter, with thoroughbred stamina.

• Dominion Handicap winners, Rowe Cup winners, Derby 
winners, Oaks winners,  2YO, 3YO and 4YO Jewels winners, 
group winners  Love You has sired them all.

• THE BEST MADRIK ‘s  first three crops have won 
more than €3.2M  while 63% have made the races 
including 69% of his first crop, now 5YOs.

• He is a group winning millionaire son of the 
breed-changing Coktail Jet out of one of France’s 
greatest maternal families. 

• A magnificent individual, blessed with a beautiful 
action and phenomenal speed.

www.harasdestrotteurs.com.au

CONTACT : DAVE SANDERS
021 245 2584
dave@harasdestrotteurs.com.au

QUAKER JET Lots 125, 158

• QUAKER JET’s  yearlings  are already impressing their 
lucky trainers with their impeccable manners, sensible  
temperament and natural gait.

• Has an exceptionally high qualifier to foals ratio of more 
than 70% in his each of his first four crops in France.

• The heir apparent to Love You is also a three time 
group one winner and continues the dominance of  this  
breed-changing sireline.

T1.52.6, €1,758,330
Love You – Delmonica Jet – Dahir de Prelong

S H O R T  I N  N U M B E R ,  
D E P T H  O F  Q U A L I T Y

The overall number of trotting yearlings may be slightly under 
half those entered for the NZ Premier Trotters Session sale in 
Christchurch but those catalogued for the Australasian Classic 
Yearling Sale at Karaka lose nothing in comparison.
The twenty three trotting yearlings consist of sixteen colts and 
seven fillies, involving ten stallions and representing five siring 
lines.
All initially originating from Happy Medium through Peter The 
Great and most recently through Noble Victory (Andover Hall, 
Angus Hall, Majestic Son), SJ’s Photo (Bacardi Lindy, Pegasus 
Spur), Arndon (Dream Vacation), Cocktail Jet (Love You, Quaker 
Jet, The Best Madrik) and Valley Victory (Muscle Hill). Several lots 
come from the same maternal line.
Muscle Hill is the most represented sire with six lots followed by 
the Amour Angus full brothers Andover Hall/Angus Hall with five 
lots between them and Pegasus Spur with four. 
Whilst there is only one yearling from last season’s leading 
trotting sire Love You, his richest and one of fastest sons in 
French-bred stallion Quaker Jet has a colt and a filly from his first 
NZ crop. 
Love You’s sire Cocktail Jet is also represented by son The Best 
Madrik who has a filly foal for sale from his first NZ crop. The 
three Australasian Classic Sale trotting yearlings from these two 
stallions are the only ones whose progeny have yet to be seen on 
NZ tracks. 

By Peter Craig

Trotting yearlings on offer include relations (many close) to 
winners of Interdominions (Sir Castleton, Buster Hanover, Pride 
Of Petite, I Can Doosit, Sundons Gift); Dominion Handicaps 
(Landoras Pride, Chiola Cola, I Can Doosit); Rowe Cups (Sir 
Castleton, Mountain Gold, Landoras Pride, Sundons Gift, I Can 
Doosit); Derbies (Inda Bank, Kyvalley Road, Sovereignty, Habibti, 
Supreme Pat, Mister Square, Glenferrie Dreamer, Speeding Spur, 
Enghien) and Harness Jewels (Petite Sunrise, Sovereignty, Flying 
Isa, Enghien) for starters.
With only two 2yo trot races programmed prior to this year’s 
sales (Alexandra Park 19 January, Addington 2 February), few 
opportunities exist to see many of this season’s juvenile trotters 
in action before the sales. 
In recent years the first of the seasons juvenile group races, the 
Sapling Stakes (2yo pacers) and Hambletonian (3yo trotters) were 
held at Ashburton, approximately ten days prior to the sales, this 
season they have both been moved back to ten days after the 
sales in late February. 
No question that the number of trotting yearlings to choose 
from in Auckland is limited, however no one should come away 
without having purchased a well-bred individual.

THE BREEDERS’ FOAL ALERT SERVICE

The Breeders (NZSBA) will once again be utilising the highly popular
Foal Alert message service for Standardbred breeders in New Zealand.

Any breeder who has an orphan foal looking for a foster mare or who has
a foster mare available is encouraged to contact The Breeders at their

earliest convenience.

Last year we were able to find foster mares for 35+ orphan foals!

Simply contact us with your details and we will send a text alert out to all 
breeders in the region requested in a prompt and timely manner.

TO REGISTER FOR THIS SERVICE:

Please contact Brad on 021 683 995 or brad@thebreeders.co.nz
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AUSTRALASIAN 
PREMIER
TROTTING
SALE

2018 Pryde’s Easifeed Australasian Premier Trotting Sale 
proudly supported by the Victorian Government

www.austrottingsale.com.au

Sales start 1pm Tabcorp Park Melton
Inspections start 10am on sales day

Sunday 11 March

Yearlings offered in current sales catalogues as 
‘Aust Breeders Crown’ 

eligible can race as 2YOs & 3YOs in the 

Australasian Breeders Crown - Series 22*

Heats will be held in New Zealand and across Australia.
Semi Finals & Finals in Victoria.

At the 2017 Australasian Breeders Crown 
the following prizemoney applied to the rich Super Sunday Finals:

Age Pacers Trotters

2YO $285,000 $90,000
3YO $190,000 $65,000

Applicable Futurity Fees
Please note all fees are approximate due to currency conversion rate changes.

1 May, 2018
Yearling (NZ$290) or Series Nomination (NZ$810)

1 December, 2018
2YO Age Acceptance (NZ$520)
(Not payable if Series Nomination was paid as a yearling)

1 December, 2019
3YO Age Acceptance (NZ$520)
(Not payable if Series Nomination was paid as a yearling)

*Subject to the payment of relevant futurity fees. 
Visit www.hrvfuturities.com.au for details

BR E E DE R S CROW N



AUSTRALASIAN 
PREMIER
TROTTING
SALE

2018 Pryde’s Easifeed Australasian Premier Trotting Sale 
proudly supported by the Victorian Government

www.austrottingsale.com.au

Sales start 1pm Tabcorp Park Melton
Inspections start 10am on sales day

Sunday 11 March



MACH THREE Dam TRIGIRL BRIGADE was the winner of 7 and over $140,000 in stakes.
As a broodmare she has a 100% STRIKE RATE - 3 to the races, 3 winners all placed in sub 1.57 

THE WINNING BRIGADE
CLASSIE BRIGADE (11 wins, 1.55.3) | TRILIGHT BRIGADE (5 wins, 1.57.8) | TRIROYALE BRIGADE (1 win, 1.58.4)

ENLIST IN A WINNING BRIGADE

To view your next recruit contact Lyn Neal 0275-529-129  

LOT 29 
DELIGHTFUL

BRIGADE
BETTOR’S DELIGHT - TRIGIRL BRIGADE 

Bay Filly - Foaled 3.11.16

�
SUCCESS BREEDS SUCCESS

www.nevelerstud.co.nz

Nevele R Stud

GOLD ACE
FIRST CROP YEARLINGS DEBUT AT THE
2018 NZ PREMIER YEARLING SALE

�  A history making 3-Year-Old 

�  The first horse ever to complete the Group 1
Sires Stakes, NZ Derby, Harness Jewels treble

�  NZ 3YO Pacer of the Year

�  Six-time Group 1 winner

�  A Group 1 winner at 3,4,5 and 6 years of age and 
from a mile to 2600m. G1 placed over 3200m

A million dollar plus earning son of
champion sire Bettor’s Delight from an 

outstanding maternal line

MAKE SURE YOU INSPECT THE
YEARLINGS BY GOLD ACE

45 JEWELS

45 JEWELS – 6 IN 2017

Purchased at the Sales  Purchased at the Sales Purchased at the Sales  Purchased at the Sales  Purchased at the Sales



MACH THREE Dam TRIGIRL BRIGADE was the winner of 7 and over $140,000 in stakes.
As a broodmare she has a 100% STRIKE RATE - 3 to the races, 3 winners all placed in sub 1.57 

THE WINNING BRIGADE
CLASSIE BRIGADE (11 wins, 1.55.3) | TRILIGHT BRIGADE (5 wins, 1.57.8) | TRIROYALE BRIGADE (1 win, 1.58.4)

ENLIST IN A WINNING BRIGADE

To view your next recruit contact Lyn Neal 0275-529-129  

LOT 29 
DELIGHTFUL

BRIGADE
BETTOR’S DELIGHT - TRIGIRL BRIGADE 

Bay Filly - Foaled 3.11.16

�
SUCCESS BREEDS SUCCESS

www.nevelerstud.co.nz

Nevele R Stud

GOLD ACE
FIRST CROP YEARLINGS DEBUT AT THE
2018 NZ PREMIER YEARLING SALE

�  A history making 3-Year-Old 

�  The first horse ever to complete the Group 1
Sires Stakes, NZ Derby, Harness Jewels treble

�  NZ 3YO Pacer of the Year

�  Six-time Group 1 winner

�  A Group 1 winner at 3,4,5 and 6 years of age and 
from a mile to 2600m. G1 placed over 3200m

A million dollar plus earning son of
champion sire Bettor’s Delight from an 

outstanding maternal line

MAKE SURE YOU INSPECT THE
YEARLINGS BY GOLD ACE

45 JEWELS

45 JEWELS – 6 IN 2017

Purchased at the Sales  Purchased at the Sales Purchased at the Sales  Purchased at the Sales  Purchased at the Sales



Shard Farm Standardbreds Ltd proudly present 
their 2018 NZ Premier Yearling Sales Draft

Dam has 5 to the races
5 winners!

Sly Flyin ($817,000, 28 wins) is a 
half to the dam of this colt.

Closely related to Smiling Shard, 
Pemberton Shard, (Shez) Spicey 

and Mach Shard.
Striking, strong and mature 

individual. Straight, correct and a 
natural pacer.

Southern Bred Southern Reared

Lot 241: Flyin Shard
Colt: Art Major - Shards A Flyin

Winning family! Outstanding racehorses!

Lot 257: Whispering Shard
Filly: Art Major - Shards Echo

Proven performers in this 
family. First foal. Filly with 
grand broodmare potential.
Mare is a half to the outstanding 
races horses Smiling Shard 
($758,000, 12 wins), Pemberton 
Shard ($226,000, 11 wins) and Mach 
Shard. One generation back you 
will find Sly Flyin and (Shez) Spicey 
($162,000, 7 wins)
A strong individual, natural pacer, 
determined and competitive nature.

For enquiries
and inspections:

Phone Debbie Smith
on 027 258 4687

Australasian Sale
Auckland 12 February 2018

Preparer: Cherie Archer, Drury, Phone 027 268 0407

Lot 49:
Bettor To Be Great

Colt: Bettor’s Delight
– Twice As Great (Artiscape)
Half-brother to Strawberry Courage
(15 wins, 12 Australia), Youshallnotpass 
and Duplicated. Family superb 
racehorse including Mark Dennis (37 
Australian wins to date), Waitfornoone 
(11 wins including Queen of Hearts Gp 
1, Winter Cup twice) St Barts (14 wins), 
Flaming Flutter (22 wins), Elle Mac,
and this season’s first 2yo filly winner, 
Miss Streisand.

This colt is strong, correct, with a 
magnificent head and great attitude.

Lot 416 | Bow River
Mach Three - Paradise City
(Bettor's Delight)
Full brother to the very smart 
filly (Our) Angel Of Harlem 
(NZ Record Holder, two G1 
placings). First colt out of G1 
winning mare. Outstanding, 
strong individual. Looks to 
match his pedigree.

Lot 316 | Surfers Paradise
Sunshine Beach - Child In Time
(In The Pocket)
Outstanding athletic 
individual from prolific 
family. Rockstar looks and 
conformation. Half to four 
winners including G1 winner 
Paradise City.

Contact Barry Ward :  Ph 027 222 4800

On account  of La Grange Farm ...
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P A S S I O N A T E 
P E A R S

You’d go a long way to find a breeder as passionate and 
successful as Cambridge’s Bee Pears - but even she admits it’s 
time to start cutting back her operation.
Pears is one of a committed band of small breeders who will take 
their yearlings to the Karaka sales next month, hopeful of getting 
a sufficient return to make the investment of money and time 
worthwhile.
And while Pears and her partner in Isa Lodge, Kym Kearns, each 
have likely types in relatives of star performers Tintin In America 
and Flying Isa, the realities of rising costs and rollercoaster 
returns are starting to hit home.

By Barry Litcher

“I’ve mostly had really good solid prices but I think I’ve come out 
only about even,’’ says Pears best known for having bred top 
pacer and now sire Tintin In America.
“I’m 63 and I’ve put everything back into it. But it’s such a risky 
business and despite breaking even and having a whole lot of fun 
in the last 15 years, I’ll need to start cutting back from now on.’’
It’s a tale which Pears heard many times from other small 
breeders in the four years until December, 2016 when she wrote 
the blog B4breeding.

Zenterfold with Bee Pears at Isa Lodge



BREEDING MATTERS

And it’s reflected in the number of mares being bred from which 
has declined from a high of 8798 in 1987-88 to just 2554 in 2016-
17.
“That’s one of the reasons I started the blog - to have somewhere 
to put forward solutions and positive ideas.
 “How can we make it more attractive to get involved? Some 
think people come into breeding through racing but a lot of 
breeders look at the world differently from those who like racing 
and betting.’’
While Pears admits she doesn’t have a magical answer she 
believes the solution may lie in the nature of harness racing itself.
“We’re not alone in this. A lot of sports and entertainment have 
gone through squeeze patches when they redefine themselves 
and change dramatically.’’
Pears points to rugby sevens and 20/20 cricket, tweaks made to 
survive in the modern environment.
“The industry hasn’t worked out where it fits in - whether it’s 
entertainment, a sport or hobby or a primary industry.’’
In her blogs Pears canvasses such ideas as using drone footage 
to make watching racing more entertaining, fitting GPS devices 
so punters can dial up which horse they want to watch in the 
running and introducing new forms of betting and apps to reach 
smart phone users.
But by far the majority of her blogging is around the breeders’ 
Holy Grail - finding the right stallion for their mares, and 
revealing those cheaper gems which can match better than 
the fashionable and expensive ones. In one long and detailed 
blog on the fascinating puzzle of breeding theories and pedigree 
matching Pears even rewards readers with a virtual chocolate 
fish for making the end of the piece.
She likes to think that her choice of McArdle for the mare 
Zenterfold - which resulted in the 2005 foaling of Tintin In 
America - “had a good dollop of careful research and thought as 
well as luck.’’
It was right out of character for Pears to pay $11,000 to send 
Zenterfold to Art Major last season - “by far the most I’ve ever 
spent” - but she was rewarded with a colt which helped the sting 
of losing two foals this year.

Her No. 1 broodmare The Blue Lotus lost her Raging Bull filly 
when it was born virtually dead and Be A Legend foaled a colt 
with badly deformed front legs.
Pears is excited about what her Shadow Play filly out of The Blue 
Lotus (lot 40) might fetch at next month’s sale.
“I’m so proud of her, she’s a beautiful looking horse.’’ 
Named Land Of Black Gold, her full brother Blackened has won 
four of five starts in Australia, while The Blue Lotus’ other two 
foals are Amazon Lily (six wins) and two-year-old The Blue Beat, 
second in a recent workout for Adrienne Matthews.
“But you never know what you’ll get at the sales. The Blue 
Beat was staggering at $15,000 then two buyers bid her up to 
$40,000.’’
In 2014, she was blown away when Zenterfold’s Real 
Desire colt fetched $84,000. While his sire wasn’t popular, 
the colt was a complete standout. Pears and Kearns have 
Thephantomtollbooth back at Isa Lodge, patching him up after 
he failed to overcome a broken pedal bone for owners Lincoln 
Farms.
Ironically, Pears says she doesn’t think sky high prices are good 
for the industry.
“If people pay over the odds for yearlings and they don’t deliver, 
they’re shy about coming back.
“I’m genuinely happy to sell for a fair price - as long as I cover 
costs I’m grateful. It’s best if breeders can get a fair return on 
the risk they bear and buyers can get a fair return on the risks of 
racing.’’
If more horses sold in the $20,000 to $40,000 range buyers 
wouldn’t be scared of not being able to win their money back.
Pears knows all about the high cost of having horses in training, 
both she and Kearns surviving only with full time jobs, Pears 
in communications at the Waikato District Health Board and 
Kearns working at the Cambridge Library.
“Kym does an amazing job to be hands on with the horses as 
well. Kym has a very strong reputation for her early education of 
horses. Her foals get the best start in life.
“And buyers know I’ve put a lot of thought into the matings.’’
Those two strengths, Pears reckons, give the Isa Lodge 
graduates a terrific chance of being good racehorses.
Lot 16, a Pegasus Spur sister to top trotter Flying Isa, now racing 
successfully in the United States, is “one of the best Kym has 
bred from the mare, so we’re going to the sales with quite a bit of 
confidence.’’
And when they start racing you can be sure Pears will have her 
$1 to win and $2 to place on them, the same as when she was 
growing up in Wellington listening to exciting race commentaries 
on the radio.

Kym Kearns with Lot 40, Land Of Black Gold



• buy, sell or lease a horse – or advertise anything to the 

racing industry in general?

• view live racing from 15 of the major racecourses in North 

America?

• study a wealth of New Zealand breeding statistics which 

stretch back decades?

• see all the dates of Feature Races and Stakes Events 

across New Zealand, Australia and North America?

• and either find out about an event on our Industry Calendar, 

or enter your own?

Yes? Well, have we got the site for you ...

harnessworld.co.nz
... it’s your one-stop, harness spot

– where you'll find all of this, and so much more!
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rn
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sworld.co.nz  

Do you want to...
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A  D R A F T  A N D  A  H A L F : 
T O N Y  G R A Y L I N G

As former Pukekohe horseman and now Woodlands Stud 
studmaster Tony Grayling embarks on his third yearling sale at 
Karaka, even he doesn’t think the state-of-the-art stud farm can 
reach the same dizzy heights as last year.
“You can never really tell because there’s always surprises at 
yearling sales, but it’s going to be pretty hard toppling last year’s 
top price of $220,000.
“We also don’t have the Excuse Me (Bachelor Hanover – 
Highlow) family to call on any more, but we do have some really 
nice yearlings this year – 28 in all,” Grayling said.
Woodlands Stud had outstanding sales in both 2017 and 2016. 
Not only was Jesse Duke (Bettor’s Delight – Daisy Dundee) 
snapped up for the top price by prominent Australia buyer, Jean 
Feiss, but they also sold three of the four highest lots at the 2017 
Australasian Classic Yearling Sale, including the top filly.
Supreme Dominator (Bettor’s Delight – Galleons Supreme 
colt) was sold for $140,000 to Barry Purdon, and the top filly, 
Betamerica (American Ideal – Splendid Bet), was snapped up by 
Australia’s Raboki Pty Ltd for $137,500.
The year before, Woodlands Stud also produced the top two lots 
at Karaka.
In 2016 Emilio Rosati, also of Australi,a paid $230,000 for 
a Bettor’s Delight – Abide With Me colt named How About 
Me.  They also sold a full brother to Pacing Major - an Art 
Major – Pacing Grace colt named All U Need Is Faith (formerly 
Phenomenon) to Aucklanders, Dennis and Mark Dunford.
Grayling said Sweet Lou in particular had produced some very 
nice yearlings this year.
“His colts especially, look outstanding. He comes into the Karaka 
Sale having averaged $80,000 in recent Yearling Sales in the 
United States.
“Bettor’s Delight is still doing the business but it would be great 
for the industry to see a sire like Sweet Lou make his presence 
felt. It would be beneficial for the entire gene pool here in New 
Zealand if more stallions stamped their mark,” Clevedon-based 
Grayling said.
Both Sweet Lou and Bettor’s Delight will have 12 foals each at 
the Sale - including three fillies apiece.
The remainder is made up by American Ideal, who has three of 
his sons lining up, and trotting sire, Pegasus Spur will have one. 
Grayling particularly liked Lot 94 - the Pegasus Spur - Della’s 
Speed brown colt. 
“His name is Constellation and he’s a full brother to Speeding 
Spur. He looks a wonderful type and can hopefully follow the 
deeds of his big bro,” Grayling said.
He said he was also hopeful that Lot 157 - Smooth Deal would 
also return a good price.

By Duane Ranger

“He’s a lovely looking colt by Bettor’s Delight. He’s out of the In 
The Pocket (12-year-old) mare, Linda Grace. That’s a lovely breed. 
His oldest sister and first foal out of the mare - Linda Lovegrace 
won 14 races here, including the Group One Caduceus Club Fillies 
Classic (2014),” Grayling said.
He said there was an immense amount of work that went into 
sales preparation.
“It basically starts from the day they are weaned. They are fed 
twice a day and weighed regularly. It is vital that they go to the 
sale in the best possible condition. We want them big, bold, and 
strong.
“Making sure their feet are in good nick is also vital. They are 
brushed every day and put on the walker. We do our utmost to 
make them look pristine,” said Grayling.
The 53-year-old said he had no regrets leaving the training and 
driving ranks at the end of the 2013-2014 season.
“I was battling. If I could have my life over again I wouldn’t 
change a thing. I have some real happy memories, but for my 
family to get ahead I had to do something different.
“I love this job. It keeps me very busy. I will be at the Sales again 
this year. It will be the culmination of a lot of work from our loyal 
staff. We usually have 12 or 13 full-time staff, but we have had to 
employ more to cope with demand. In all we have 28 including 
part-timers this time around,” Grayling said.
Grayling trained 193 winners ($1.6m) from 2,955 starters between 
1989 and 2014 and was triumphant 103 times ($975,337) in the 
sulky from 1985 to 2014.
His best horses were Armbro Innocence (16 wins and $195,079), 
Triffid (eight wins and $55,336), Boizel (11 wins and $198,578) and 
Jack Morris (three wins and $22,735 in New Zealand).

Tony Grayling
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Yearlings offered in this year’s PGG Wrightson Sales catalogue 
may be eligible to race in the following series as 2YO’s & 3YO’s 

(Subject to sustaining payments being made)

N.Z. Sires Stakes Series No. 36

Yearlings Sales Series No. 28

Nevele R Fillies Series No. 42

Look for the following codes at bottom of each page in catalogue so you can be 

part of the exclusive series racing for exceptional stake money.

NZSS, NZYSS & Nevele R
Next sustaining payment due for the above-mentioned series is July 1st, 2018

N.Z. Sires Stakes Series have an estimated total stake
pool of $1,200,000 – be a part of it

2YO & 3YO C & G Pacers Finals $170,000 est.

2YO & 3YO Fillies Pacers $150,000 est.

2YO & 3YO Trotters Championship + Preludes $60,000 est.

17 Heats @ $22,000 + Silver & Consolations Races est.

Added New Developing Races

Harness 5000, Sophomore Classic, Aged Mares & Trotters $40,000 est.

Rosslands 3YO Graduate & Graduette $30,000 est.

PGG Wrightson Uncut Gems, C& G, Mares & Trotters $30,000 est.

Nevele R Fillies Series – 3YO Filly Pacers – 7 Heats est. $20,000 &

Final/Consol $140,000 est. 

N.Z. Yearling Sales Race Series have an estimated total stake 
pool of $900,000 – be a part of it

2YO & 3YO Open Pacers Finals - $175,000 est.

2YO & 3YO Fillies Pacers Finals - $150,000 est.  - 2YO & 3YO Trotters Finals 

– $65,000 est.  Aged Pace - $50,000 est.
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N E W  A P P O I N T M E N T  F O R 
S I R E S  S T A K E S  B O A R D

Martin Pierson has been appointed by the New Zealand Sires 
Stakes Board as Sires Stakes Executive. 
He replaces Kerryn Winter, who has been with the Board for 10 
years. Her last day will be on January 31. The 50-year-old former 
West Coaster will start his new position on March 5. 
To say Pierson was excited about his new role is like saying 
Lazarus is just a fair pacer.
“After 33 years with the Post Office, and then New Zealand Post, 
I’ve been offered the opportunity of a dream job. I have lived and 
breathed harness racing since I was a kid.
“Nine months of the year my father, grandfather and I would 
travel throughout the South Island to the races; the other three 
months we were white-baiting. Harness racing is in my blood. 
I am very fortunate to be leaving New Zealand Post with a ‘few 
bob’ and have now been given the chance to work in an industry 
I have always followed and loved” an elated Pierson said.
“On an excitement level out of 10, I would be an 11 and rising,” he 
joked.
Born in Greymouth and educated at both Marist Brothers and 
Greymouth High School, Pierson got a job in a hardware store 
when he left school before joining the then Post Office in 1984. He 
then worked for New Zealand Post from April 1987 after the Post 
Office was corporatised. 
“When you rang me at New Zealand Post I was very busy tidying 
up a few loose ends. I’m really looking forward to working with 
Doreen (Graham); I have known her for years.
“I am very familiar with the New Zealand Sires Stakes Board 
concept. I have followed it since its inception. In fact I’ve involved 
myself heavily in the industry for many years now,” Pierson said.
“I am thrilled to have been given the opportunity to be a part of it 
all. Excited is an understatement. I will be working in an industry 
which has consumed me for much of my five decades on this 
earth,” he added.

Pierson’s father Martin (senior) was a prominent committeeman 
of the Greymouth Trotting Club for many years, and Pierson 
himself, along with his family, has bred and raced standardbreds 
since the early 1990s.
“The best we’ve owned would be The Orator. He was a 1991 Talk 
About Class / Sakuntala gelding, who won five races. He raced 
against big guns like Il Vicolo, Iraklis and Surprise Package and 
won the 1995 3YO Southern Supremacy Stakes and 4YO Super 
Stars.
“The best we’ve bred to date would be Odds On (2004 Bettor’s 
Delight - Dreamy Anvil gelding) who raced twice here and then 
we sold him to Perth. He went on to win 16 races and more than 
A$200,000 in Australia.
“He raced over there under the name Mister Odds On and won 
a Group Three and was placed in the Group One WA Derby,” 
Pierson said.
Pierson said their Falcon Seelster - Philetous (Holmes Hanover) 
10-year-old mare, Eleanor Roosevelt, is the best mare they are 
currently breeding from.

By Duane Ranger

“From three live foals she’s left the Christian Cullen gelding 
named Herrick Roosevelt; a 3-year-old Somebeachsomewhere 
filly (Kumara Beach); and a 2-year-old Bettor’s Delight filly (Never 
Been Bettor).
“Herrick Roosevelt has now won 10 of his 18 starts ($138,206) 
in Australia and won the Group Two Christmas Gift Final at 
Gloucester Park in December after running 3rd in the Golden 
Nugget,” Pierson said.
Meanwhile NZSSB executive secretary, Doreen Graham, who 
has been with the Board for 34 years, said Pierson would be a 
welcome addition to the team.
“Martin is forward thinking and brings a wealth of knowledge to 
his new role. He has extensive comprehension of both breeding 
and racing. He has also been involved in senior management 
roles, which will be a big bonus for us,” Graham said.
“He knows racing inside and out and has a good understanding 
of how the Board operates and how the payments are made,” 
she added.
Graham said both she and Pierson are the only employees for 
the eight-strong NZSSB. She also has some positive words to 
say about Kerryn Winter, whom Pierson would be replacing.
“Kerryn has done a wonderful job over the last decade. She will 
be sorely missed. I have really enjoyed working with her and I 
wish her and Aaron (husband) all the very best with their new 
business venture,” Graham said.
Winter said she was sad to be leaving but the time was right to 
start a new business with her husband.
“I’ve had some great times over the last years and learnt a lot. I 
wish Martin all the very best. He has extensive knowledge and I 
know he will do a super job because he gets on well with people 
and is so enthusiastic about the sport.
“I have also met some real neat people over the years and 
enjoyed working with Doreen. Harness racing has some great 
people. They are so friendly and I’m so glad I was introduced 
to harness racing by the De Filippi family all those years ago,” 
Winter said.

Martin Pearson
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Added New Developing Races

Harness 5000, Sophomore Classic, Aged Mares & Trotters $40,000 est.

Rosslands 3YO Graduate & Graduette $30,000 est.

PGG Wrightson Uncut Gems, C& G, Mares & Trotters $30,000 est.

Nevele R Fillies Series – 3YO Filly Pacers – 7 Heats est. $20,000 &

Final/Consol $140,000 est. 

N.Z. Yearling Sales Race Series have an estimated total stake 
pool of $900,000 – be a part of it

2YO & 3YO Open Pacers Finals - $175,000 est.

2YO & 3YO Fillies Pacers Finals - $150,000 est.  - 2YO & 3YO Trotters Finals 

– $65,000 est.  Aged Pace - $50,000 est.



Enquiries & Bookings:
Johnny Robinson Ph: 021 883-713 or 03 347-9699

Email: john@goharness.co.nz  www.goStallions.co.nz
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NZ
owned

Still only a 3yo, and stemming from Raging Bull’s first crop of
just 21 registered foals, Bare Knuckle spearheads a group of 10 siblings

the same age who’ve either trialled, raced and/or placed already.

So it’s only a matter of time before his winners start coming
thick and fast... join the stampede, and breed to

RAGING BULL
congratulates his Group Race-winning daughter

BARE KNUCKLE

Bare Knuckle & Natalie Rasmussen after their breathtaking victory in the Group 3 J L Raith Memorial.

RAGING BULL.

      or a tailored

breeding programmE...
F

www.equibreed.co.nz 

Dr Lee Morris 
399 Parklands Road, RD 1, Te Awamutu 3879   T: 07 870 1845  E: info@equibreed.co.nz

•  Artificial insemination
base (no working fees)

•  Frozen semen packages

•  Embryo transfer

•  Problem mares

•  Stallion fertility

•  Research in
 equine reproduction

•  Stem cell treatments for lameness

•  Specialised equine reproduction 

...think



Enquiries & Bookings:
Johnny Robinson Ph: 021 883-713 or 03 347-9699

Email: john@goharness.co.nz  www.goStallions.co.nz

    
 h

a
rn

es

sworld.co.nz  

NZ
owned

Still only a 3yo, and stemming from Raging Bull’s first crop of
just 21 registered foals, Bare Knuckle spearheads a group of 10 siblings

the same age who’ve either trialled, raced and/or placed already.

So it’s only a matter of time before his winners start coming
thick and fast... join the stampede, and breed to

RAGING BULL
congratulates his Group Race-winning daughter

BARE KNUCKLE

Bare Knuckle & Natalie Rasmussen after their breathtaking victory in the Group 3 J L Raith Memorial.

RAGING BULL.

      or a tailored

breeding programmE...
F

www.equibreed.co.nz 

Dr Lee Morris 
399 Parklands Road, RD 1, Te Awamutu 3879   T: 07 870 1845  E: info@equibreed.co.nz

•  Artificial insemination
base (no working fees)

•  Frozen semen packages

•  Embryo transfer

•  Problem mares

•  Stallion fertility

•  Research in
 equine reproduction

•  Stem cell treatments for lameness

•  Specialised equine reproduction 

...think



Helping grow the countrywww.standardbred.co.nz

Sale of the

2 0 1 8  N E W  Z E A L A N D  Y E A R L I N G  S A L E S

AUCKLAND
Sunday 11 February: 
PARADE: 2.30pm

Monday 12 February: 
SALE: 10.30am 

CHRISTCHURCH
Tuesday 13 February 
PARADE: 11.00am  
TROTTERS SALE: 4.00pm

Wednesay 14 February 
SALE: 10.00am 

Both sales webcast live at www.standardbred.co.nz

NZ Owners of the Year


