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LOT 242: BAY COLT

OVERTAKE
Auckland Reactor x Ride In A Rolls

Half-sister to Turbo Charged (1:56.9) 15 wins, 
$135,000 in stakes. Third foal from the mare.

LOT 183: BAY COLT

BABY IT’S YOU
American Ideal x Jennalee

Second foal from Jennalee, first foal is the 
promising maiden Mongolian Marshal. Family 
of Circles (1:56.6) Jonny B Good (1:50.4), Dizzy 
Miss Lizzy (1:52) and Lennon (1:52).

NORWEGIAN WOOD BREEDING
is proud to present 4 POTENTIALLY GREAT race colts…

LOT 194: BAY COLT

CLYMENUS
A Rocknroll Dance x Joys Underworld

Powerful colt, just like his brother Pulp Fiction 
(1:51.4), winner of 23 races and $368k in stakes.

LOT 377: BAY COLT 

OBLADI OBLADA
A Rocknroll Dance x Glenferrie EJ

Powerfully built filly, third foal from classy mare 
Glenferrie EJ (1:55). First foal is the colt Ananais 
(1:56.7) winner of two as a two year old. Her mother 
was one of Australia’s great race mares and is from 
one of the strongest families in the stud book. 

Inspection welcome – you will be impressed! Body shots available at www.standardbred.co.nz

Don Bates, Leeston, 027 437 3862
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Southern Bred Southern Reared

For enquiries
and inspections:

Phone Debbie Smith
on 027 258 4687

Shard Farm Standardbreds Ltd proudly present 
three colts from their 2020 NZ Premier Sales Draft

LOT 187:
Lochart Shard
Colt. Bettor’s Delight –

Lady Gaga
4th foal, two to race for two 
winners one group placed.

Third foal a two year old
(full sister to this colt),

just qualified with Cran Dalgety.
This colt is a real two year old 

type, straight strong and a real 
competitor.

LOT 314:
Aztec Shard

Colt. Sweet Lou –
All Time Glory

6th foal, three to race, two winners. 
This colt is an upstanding Sweet 

Lou who is well balanced, straight, 
well conformed and has natural 
speed. Family of New Age Man, 

Cool Age Man.

LOT 271:
Van Shard
Colt. Art Major –
Shards Echo
Dam’s 2nd foal and first colt.
The first foal Soho Whisper races
in WA, for 3 wins as 2 year old.
This is a big, mature colt and looks 
like he is a natural athlete.
He is strong and works well with
his handlers.

Be sure to check out our 5 fillies by Bettor’s Delight, Art Major & He’s Watching: Lot’s 221, 243, 259, 285 & 303 
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Preparer: Brent McIntyre
Macca Lodge, Gore

(03) 202-5506 or 027 752 2284

Lot 339: Glenkenick
Always B Miki – Bonnie’s Khaleesi
Bay Colt

Lot 362: Gronkowski
Captaintreacherous – Delightful 
Tactics, Brown Colt

Lot 381: Dannemora
Betting Line – Gracy Lady
Bay Filly
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CHAIRMAN’S
REPORT

This is my first real opportunity to talk to you since 
I was elected Chairman of the Breeders at the end 
of last year, replacing John Mooney who had served 
the maximum time permitted under the Constitution. 
I thank John for his many years of commitment and 
efforts in getting the Breeders as an organisation 
to where it is today. John will continue to be 
involved, and we are currently using his expertise to 
coordinate a submission on the Racing Bill.

For those who don’t know me, I have been breeding 
horses – mainly trotters for over 25 years. In those 
years there have been many ups and downs and 
many character building moments. The first horse 
I bred was a Glenmark Drive/Camelot filly, which 
qualified and had 5 starts but didn’t amount to 
much. It took 7 years for the first winner - Stardon 
and all of those 25 years to get my first Group one 
winner – Sundees Son, who is a son of Stardon. Up 
until now I have bred a total of 40 horses, of which 
17 raced for a total of 68 wins. I have sold through 
the Yearlings Sales, leased a few, sold a few, and 
raced quite a few. I am now – not totally planned 
-  accumulating a few: young ones waiting for their 
turn to see if they will become race horses, old brood 
mares and retired racehorses such as Uncas who 
after winning 10 races in NZ and 6 in Australia is now 
back home to live out his retirement. 

I have been on the Committee of Canterbury 
Standardbred Breeders for over 20 years and the 
National Council of the Breeders for 12 years. I 
have been a director of HRNZ since 2008.  My aim 
as Chairman of the Breeders is to build on what 
has been achieved to date, focus on delivering 
benefits and recognition for breeders, continue 
to commission research that will assist breeders 
to make better decisions, and continue to be an 
advocate for breeders.

I can be contacted on: 
027 487 7188 
03 327 9217  
colinhair@xtra.co.nz

Colin Hair
NZSBA Chairman

The 19/20 Racing Year has already given us many 
highlights with NZ Cup week, the Inter Dominions 
returning, the Auckland Cup, and just recently the 
Christmas /New Year holiday/festival racing circuits, 
with the Jewels in Cambridge in June still to come. I 
congratulate all of you who had success on the track.

For Breeders the season is rapidly drawing to a 
close. I wish all breeders every success with their 
foals on the ground and their mares in foal.

Finally for vendors at the upcoming yearling sales, 
good luck in the ring. The sales are the culmination 
of decisions made some years ago and I hope that 
you are well rewarded for these decisions.

Deciding to breed horses is a path fraught with 
many challenges and difficulties. It is a long and 
windy path, and you require perseverence and faith. 
You need to have the courage of your convictions 
that the decision to breed and your choice of a 
stallion for your mare is the correct one. There are 
many bumps on the path but the rewards make it all 
worthwhile. The feeling that comes from seeing the 
result of your decision take their first suckle from its 
mother is hard to describe, and then the feeling that 
comes when they step out on a racecourse, and of 
course the immense satisfaction and feeling of pride 
if you achieve the ultimate and your “baby” is first 
past the post. 

The industry reforms that commenced when the 
Minister of Racing, Winston Peters appointed John 
Messara to prepare a report on the NZ Racing 
Industry continue, with the latest step being the 
introduction into Parliament prior to Christmas of the 
Racing Industry Bill.  This Bill creates a new Racing 
Industry Act that will replace the existing Racing 
Act 2003 under which the racing industry currently 
operates.  Under Parliament’s procedures the Bill has 
been referred to a Select Committee for review and 
to receive and hear submissions. The closing date for 
submissions is Tuesday the 11 February. The Breeders 
will be making a submission, as will HRNZ. I would 
appreciate any input you have on the Bill.   

Colin Hair with Sundees Son’s Australiasian Grand Circuit trophy
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Tardina Stud Sales Draft
Bred by Tony and Anne Parker

For inspections contact Tony Parker 0274 965 313

Tardina Farms is a nursery for champion Standardbred Pacers and Trotters. We are home to multiple 
Group 1 winners and record holders including Chase Auckland, Auckland Reactor, Sharp and Telford, 
Devil Dodger, The Devils Own and The Parade. Don’t miss out on your opportunity to race a Tardina 
bred champion from our 2020 draft!

www.tardina.com

LOT 16  A TROPHY WIFE
PEAK - PLAYMATE OF THE YEAR
Strong filly and an excellent example of the Miss Whiplash family.

LOT 30  WATCHIT
HE’S WATCHING - SILENCE IS GOLDEN
Well grown, correct colt out of race winning mare from the 

Atomic Lass line.

LOT 44  SPLICE THE MAINBRACE
CAPTAINTREACHEROUS - TWILIGHT BEAUTY
A smart looking colt with a very good pacing action. Dam is half-

sister to Auckland Reactor.

LOT 60  RAISE THE DEVIL
ART MAJOR - BISHOPS BLESSING
Full brother to the super quick The Devils Own and half brother 

to the well performed Devi Dodger (38 wins, Group 1).

LOT 75  DOUBLE DELIGHT
CAPTAINTREACHEROUS - DREAMY DELIGHT
Lovely type of filly with a great attitude by the amazing 

Captaintreacherous who is siring excellent performing fillies 

and colts.

LOT 90  NORTIE NORTIE
ANDOVER HALL - DUTCH ANNIE
Beautifully conformed second colt from Dutch Annie who 

has produced five winners from five to race including 

Yagunnakissmeornot (17 wins).

LOT 105  ORAKA BEACH
SUNSHINE BEACH - HEARTY LASS
Nicely conformed filly that has the same attitude as her half-

sister The Parade  (22 wins, Group 1).

LOT 122  IM CUSHTY
CAPTAINTREACHEROUS - HI HO SILVER LINING

A strong correct colt that throws to the sire in looks. Half brother to Your Good 

Fortune (14 wins), Nota Lada (8 wins) and Rub Of The Green (26 wins).

8
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BIG SALE LOOMS FOR 
LOW KEY SOUTHLANDER

Our compatriots from the deep south have a knack 
for being understated, unassuming and unobtrusive 
individuals.

Yet in the sport of harness racing and particularly the 
breeding caper, it’s not always easy to  go unnoticed.

So, in 2015 when the entity Taffy Ltd appeared with 
a Bettor’s Delight colt catalogued out of Beaudiene 
Bad Babe, eyebrows were raised and the industry 
was curious.

Group One winners Cheer The Lady and Gotta Go 
Harmony soon followed, and the elite band of mares 
grew steadily ever since.

If the saying ‘start as you mean to finish’ means 
anything to you, then Taffy wants to have quality 
horses.

However, as the breeding seasons have rolled on, 
two things have remained apparent.

Taffy Ltd is serious about its breeding business 
model, and Todd and Fleur Anderson don’t care 
much for fanfare.

New investment in our industry is welcomed and 
should be recognised. Recognized in the sense that 
breeding can be and is a viable business opportunity 
for new participants. 

Unaware of the enormous media mogul that is 
Breeding Matters, Todd Anderson kindly agreed to 
speak to us about their investment in our industry, his 
professional background and upbringing, and their 
excitement at this year’s draft which shapes up to be 
their biggest and best yet.

Breeding Matters audience: meet Todd Anderson, 
also known as half of Taffy Limited.

Anderson is 46 years young and is a farmer from 
Winton. He is southern bred southern reared certified 
having grown up in Invercargill and attended James 
Hargest College. 

Brad Reid

From a young age, Anderson knew what he wanted 
to do.

“I always wanted to go farming. I’ve always had a 
passion for animals, genetics and pedigrees. I think 
it’s either in your blood or not to be fair, and for 
whatever reason that’s all I ever wanted to do,” said 
Anderson.

Having not grown up on a farm himself, he ventured 
north upon finishing high school with designs on 
turning his dream into a reality.

“I went to Lincoln University where I studied a 
Bachelor of Agricultural Commerce majoring in  
Farm Management and Rural Valuation. When I 
graduated, I went into the rural finance sector and 
was involved for about 10 years with Bank of New 
Zealand in rural banking based in Invercargill,” he 
said.

The experience there laid a solid platform for 
Anderson and provided important insights. 

“You learn a lot of valuable business acumen and 
meet a lot of very good people, and I was privileged 
to see how many of them run their own businesses 
which is valuable learning,” he said.

Anderson wasn’t at the bank long before he realised 
his childhood dream of owning a farm.

“I joined the bank in 1996 and in that time I started 
out rearing dairy heifers. From there a few years 
later myself and two others converted a farm to 
dairy while I was still working at the bank,” he said.

The conversion of the dairy farm was not the end to 
Anderson’s career in the corporate sector however.

“When I left the bank I joined Wrightson’s Real Estate 
and was selling rural property and farms which is 
something I still hold my ticket for and do to this day. 
Not as much as I used too, mind you,” he said.

As far as corporate jobs go, it would have been 
a match made in heaven. However the lure of 
the farming was soon to become a much more 
prominent part of Anderson’s life.
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“Currently our own home operation encompasses 
sheep, cattle and deer and an interest in dairying.” 
he said.

There aren’t many kids who grow up in Southland 
that don’t make it to a harness racing track once in 
their childhood, and Anderson was no different.

“I grew up on summer holidays mucking around 
listening to my father and my late uncle Alister 
Hopkinson who worked for PGG. They would 
basically be listening to the races on the radio and 
talking about horses and I really enjoyed that. 

“While I was at Lincoln University we started going to 
the New Zealand Trotting Cup which was about the 
same time Il Vicolo burst on the scene. It was a great 
time going to the Cup, you had typically just finished 
exams and were gearing up for a summer holiday of 
working on farms,” he said.

The passion for breeding and rearing livestock would 
eventually lead Anderson to diving headfirst into the 
standardbred sector, and perhaps sooner then he 
first thought.

“In our farming operation we have stud stock as well, 
and someone was talking to me about stud sheep 
and mentioned to me they had a couple of horses. 

“I said to them if they ever hear of a good mare 
available that we might be interested.

“I always thought I might get involved when I was 
a bit older but you never know what might happen 
down the track. Within a short space of time he 
was ringing me telling me about this mare that was 
on the market which is how we got into our first 
broodmare,” he said.

Her name was Beaudiene Bad Babe. It is only fitting 
that the Anderson’s first mare would wind up being 
one of Southland’s great race mares of the last 
decade.

The former Four and Five Year Old Mare of the Year 
capped her career with a Group One win in the Four 
Year Old Diamond at Cambridge in 2010.

They acquired her in the autumn of 2014 with a 
Bettor’s Delight colt at foot which would become 
Taffy Limited’s first offering to the public at the 
Premier Yearling Sale in Christchurch 2015.

The colt would go through the ring to the tune of 
$90,000.

Art Major x Spanish Armada (Colt)
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Later in 2014 the Anderson’s expanded by acquiring 
New Zealand Oaks and Breeders Crown winner 
Cheer The Lady and Two-Year-Old Diamond winner 
Gotta Go Harmony.

Since then the Anderson’s have rolled the dice 
further, developing what is one of the finest 
broodmare bands in Australasia.

The Taffy business model is extremely clear, it is 
aimed at the upper end of the market, breeding 
commercial mares to commercial stallions and 
leaving no stone unturned along the way.

Without naming them all, the likes of multiple Group 
One winners De Lovely, Spanish Armada and 
Joanne’s A Delight are mixed in with daughters of the 
best families’ in our studbook.

It’s clear that while the Anderson’s are passionate 
about the industry, this isn’t simply a leisure pursuit. 

“As much as it is a passion of ours, you could not call 
what we are doing a hobby. 

“At the end of the day the numbers have to stack up 
for a business to be viable and that is the approach 
we are taking. We have purchased horses and bred 
them to stallions that hopefully allow us to achieve 
that,” he said.

“I love genetics and as a farmer you like to try and 
have nice stock regardless of breed. 

“It doesn’t matter what type of stud you go into, 
whether it’s sheep or cattle or horses, there is a 
strong correlation between good strong maternal 
families and the genetics of their progeny. 

You can sense the passion in Anderson’s voice when 
he talks about their band of mares. While it’s a 
business, you can tell he thoroughly enjoys watching 
the progression of the young horses they sell at 
auction.

“We get a huge buzz out of following the progeny of 
our mares and get very excited watching them race” 
he said.

“I wouldn’t say I have any favourites, but Beaudiene 
Bad Babe had a real bad start to being a  
broodmare with misfortune and progeny having to 
be put down,” he said.

“I suppose in a way you could say I’ve got a bit of a 
soft spot for her being our first mare and I’ve really 
enjoyed seeing Bad To The Bone do well for the 
mare, Barry Purdon and the people who supported 
us in terms of buying him. He is the first opportunity 
she has had in terms of a live foal” said Anderson.

Bad To The Bone was a $125,000 Yearling Sales 
purchase and looks set to easily recoup that 
purchase price having won his first two starts at two. 

Since then he has produced some solid runs in major 
three-year-old company running fourth and second 
respectively to One Change in the Sires Stakes and 
Yearling Sales finals last year. 

While it would be nice to be winning these races as 
a breeder, there can only be one and in age group 
racing, it can easily be dominated by a horse like 
One Change. However, it must be rewarding to see 
progeny of your mare’s  performing at the highest 
levels of our sport.

Until recently the lure of racing our own progeny 
hadn’t been on the radar.

“We set ourselves up to be yearling sellers, and 
genuine yearling sellers. We made a conscious 
decision that that’s what we were going to do so 
purchasers knew that what we bred was for sale. 

“However we’ve got a share in a couple now which 
are in work. Tony Herlihy bought an Art Major filly 
out of De Lovely (Platinum) last year at the Auckland 
Sale which we ended up retaining a share in”.  

“She qualified recently at Cambridge and wants 
to be a racehorse which is great when you have 
a Bettor’s Delight out of De Lovely in the sale this 
year. There was also an Art Major filly out of Te Amo 
Bromac (Race name: Mia Ragazza) with Tony as well 
which we kept a share in,” he said.

Could turn out to be a prudent move, I wish I kept a 
share in the horse Tony Herlihy bought off me!

Looking forward to this year’s sale, the Anderson’s 
are excited about their biggest draft yet. And how 
could you not be with the quality of stock and some 
of the progeny doing so well on the track.

“I suppose you are always looking at the progeny of 
your broodmares and keeping an eye on how they 
are performing and helping the catalogue. We’ve 
got a Bettor’s Delight filly out of Safedra who is a full 
sister to Buzinga and Dr Susan. Dr Susan ran third 
in the fillies Sires Stakes Final on New Year’s Eve 
and has since gone to Australia and won the Raith 
Memorial (G2) in a 1.52 MR and ran second in her 
Victoria Oaks heat” he said.

The Auckland draft is represented by three Art Major 
colts out of three Group One winners in Joanne’s A 
Delight, Cheer The Lady and the first foal from the 
champion Spanish Armada! 

The colts are being prepared by Logan Hollis and 
Shane Roberston.

At Christchurch our draft is prepared predominantly 
by Broadfield Lodge, with one being prepared by 
Graeme and Ann Mee.  There are four Bettor’s 
Delight fillies (De Lovely, Bad Babe, Tandias Bromac 
& Safedra) and a colt out of Gotta Go Harmony.
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They also have a filly by Art Major out of a Bettor’s 
Delight daughter of Hot Shoe Shuffle (Shimmy 
Shoes) and a Captaintreacherous filly out of the 
bonny mare, The Fascinator.

Having experienced first-hand the highs and lows, 
the Anderson’s are realistic about their prospects but 
also confident in the yearlings, their preparation and 
ultimately their pedigrees come sales day.

“From a business point of view, if you put a dollar 
value against what you are doing, the cost of 
producing a yearling is a lot more than people may 
think. As long as they are producing the right product 
and meeting the market, it’s important for breeders 
to be rewarded for what they turn up and sell if they 
are to prosper and continue breeding,” he said.

While there is currently nothing catalogued, the 
Anderson’s have recently dipped their toes in the 
breeding of square gaiters having four trotting 
mares on the books and like their pacing mares, are 
well bred.

Recent additions include two daughters of Angus 
Hall, Group One winner Missandei and the blue-
blooded Petite One.

Looking further afield, Anderson is keen to see 
the use of science play its part in pushing the 
standardbred industry forward.

“I think science is a great thing and we can’t close 
our mind to it,” he said.

“I just believe when any industry is facing challenges, 
you have to be open at looking at things that are 
different to what is currently being done. Veterinary 
science is definitely one of those. 

“If you look at the number of mares that get served 
to the number of mares that get a 42 day positive, 
even if we could change that in foal percentage 
slightly through different breeding technologies to 
assist the process, it would result in more foals being 
born.

“The people breeding have already made the 
decision to be involved in the industry, so to find 
ways to help them have a bit more success may be 
easier than trying to bring new people in” he said.

Certainly easier than trying to find a few more like 
Todd Anderson anyway.

Bettor’s Delight x Beaudiene Bad Babe (Filly)
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KEY CONSIDERATIONS 
FOR FEEDING WEANLINGS 
Management after weaning

The nutritional management of a weanling will depend 
a lot on the commercial end point of the horse.  Horses 
being prepared for sales as yearlings will require more 
intensive management than those that are to be left in 
the paddock until breaking in.

Both sets of horses will require a good balanced diet 
and steady growth but maintaining good growth 
rates are of key importance for sales horses.  It will be 
necessary for sales horses to have a well developed top 
line also.

Steady growth is most desirable, foals and weanlings 
with steady growth are less likely to develop DOD 
(Developmental Orthopaedic Disease) than those with 
significant fluctuations in growth rates.  Many farms 
will monitor growth rates closely weighing horses on a 
regular basis.

Horses that carry excess body condition are also more 
likely to develop DOD than lighter individuals.

Weanlings require:

Adequate calorie intake for growth. Pasture diets 
alone will often not provide the calorie level necessary 
to achieve the required growth rates and therefore it is 
necessary to provide supplementary feed.

Supplementary feed should have adequate protein 
levels, a complete feed formulated for weanlings 
should be a minimum of 14% protein.  The feed should 
have adequate levels of the amino acid Lysine which is 
required for proper growth.

Balanced vitamin and mineral intake. It is important 
that the Calcium: Phosphorous ratio in all horse diets 
is balanced however in particular in the weanling diet.  
A good quality premixed feed will have a balanced 
Ca:P ratio.  If making your own ration this will be a 
major consideration with grain being very high in 
Phosphorous and low in Calcium.

Trace mineral supplementation is very important in the 
young growing horse due to the significant growth they 
are undertaking.  In particular Copper, Selenium, Zinc 
and Manganese.  Again using a quality brand of feed 
formulated for the young growing horse should provide 
an adequate intake of these key nutrients when fed at 
the recommended intake.

Low-GI feeds for young horses. The feeding of low 
glycaemic feeds for foals through to yearlings have 
become very popular in recent years.  A low-GI feed 
means the feed is lower in starch than conventional 
grain based diets and as a result the calories are 
coming primarily from fibre and fat sources.  

Research has indicated that feeding these Low-GI 
feeds will be of benefit in trying to reduce the incidence 
of OCD due to maintaining stable blood glucose with 
fluctuations in blood glucose having a negative effect 
on cartilage development.

Types of feeds

If choosing to make your own feeds it will be very 
important to ensure all nutrient requirements of the 
young horse are being met.

If utilising a prepared feed ensure you use a product 
that is formulated for the young horse.  There are many 
forms of premixed feeds and the form that you choose 
will depend on the individual and the other components 
within the ration.

Concentrates – These are very low intake supplements 
fed at approximately 500grams they will provide a 
concentrate source of key vitamins and minerals.  They 
can be fed on their own when severe calorie restriction 
is required in a young growing horse, however 
more likely for a young horse they would be fed in 
conjunction with a grain based diet to ensure adequate 
lysine, vitamins and minerals are provided.  
Eg Dunstan Multi-Ultra or Dunstan TriMAREster.

Semi-Concentrates – These products are fed at an 
intake between the concentrates and full feeds, usually 
around 1-1.5kg daily.  These products are very useful 
when it is necessary to reduce the overall energy level 
of the diet due to excess weight gains but it is not 
desirable to reduce vitamin and mineral intake.  
Eg Dunstan Fibre Balancer or Dunstan Grass Balancer.

Full Feeds – Full feeds are formulated to be fed at 
approximately 2.5kg daily (minimum of 2.2kg), for a 
Standardbred weanling, to ensure vitamin and mineral 
requirements are being provided by the supplementary 
feed. Eg Dunstan Fibre Grow/Breed and Grow or 
Dunstan Weanling. If this level of hard feed is not 
required to maintain body condition or growth rates 
then use a semi-concentrate.

Tailoring diets

All horses are individuals and therefore feeding regimes 
will depend on current body condition, desired weight 
gains, temperament and metabolic rate.

Utilise semi-concentrates for the ‘good doers’ and full 
feeds with the addition of calorie dense supplements 
such as vegetable oils, Dunstan Extruded Rice or 
Dunstan Muscle ‘n Shine for ‘poor doers’.

For more information on Dunstan Feeds or tailoring a 
diet for your horses please contact Dunstan on  
0800 438 678 or alternatively  
Gretel Webber 021 557 316 (NI) or  
Kristie Hill 021 621 075 (SI).
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THE SMITHS OF 
SHARD FARM

Debbie and Mark Smith have been preparing 
yearlings for the sales off and on since 2000.

They calculate they’ve had 59 yearlings through the 
ring so far and next month they’ll be presenting ten - 
their biggest draft to date. 

The first yearling they took to the sales was by first 
season sire Live Or Die. He was small and nuggety, 
and sold for $10,000.

“The first to have a look at him at that time was Mark 
Purdon. He commented that he certainly hasn’t 
missed a feed,” said Debbie. 

The proceeds of the sale were used to buy Soky’s 
Atom mare Sly Soky.

“The mare came south in foal to Panaroma. That 
foal was Sly Shard which won four races when Doug 
McLachlan trained her. She eventually broke down 
with an eight centimetre tear in her tendon,” said 
Debbie.

From the foals of Sly Shard and her daughters the 
Smiths have had a tremendous run of success, 
starting with multiple Group winners Smiling Shard. 

“When Smiling Shard was a yearling I got this 
call from Wai Eyre Farm saying that the mare (Sly 
Shard) was starting to bust her ligaments around 
her stomach. The stud asked if I wanted to save the 
mare or the foal. I told them the mare. The foal (by 
Christian Cullen) had to be put down. They did an 
autopsy on him and he had a growth on his bladder,” 
Debbie said.

Luckily for the Smiths the Standardbred Industry 
allowed AI’s and ET’s, and all of Sly Shards foals 
since have been born that way.

Debbie and Mark have been in Southland for over 
twenty years and have a small holding at Myross 
Bush just out of Invercargill.

“When we came to Southland twenty two years ago 
Debbie said we should buy a house with some land. 
We started off with ten acres and Debbie’s riding 
horse, said Mark.

Bruce Stewart

The Shard name came from wine but is spelt 
differently.

“I liked wine at the time. It was as simple as changing 
the Chard to a Shard,” Debbie said.

From small drafts the Smiths have had a huge 
amount of success, particularly in the last few years.

Mach Shard has been their sale topper at $200,000 
followed by $170,000 for The Shard last year. Other 
big sales include Mr Presley for $105,000, Mighty 
Shard for $100,000 and Romeo Shard $100,000.

It’s the $200,000 sale of Mach Shard that remains 
vivid in Mark’s memory.

“We didn’t really know what he would sell for. We 
had a lot of people look at him. I was standing there 
with Ben Calder beside me, and the sound system 
in those days wasn’t very good so I asked Ben to 
confirm that the price was at $12,000. It kept going 
up and I saw Ray Green give the five signal which 
made it $195,000. Then from the other side of the 
arena Barry Purdon took it to $200,000. You just 
floated out of the arena. It’s an amazing feeling.” 

Mach Shard



That sale helped pay for a family holiday in Europe 
following their daughter Georgia who was part of 
the New Zealand Under 19 Women’s Rowing Team 
that was racing in Rotterdam.

Mach Shard has now won eight races. His latest win 
was in the $50,000 Group Two Allied Express Casey 
Classic over 2240 metres at Tabcorp Park Melton on 
Saturday. His winning time was 2-36.8 a mile rate of 
1-52.7. He’s now won $321,413.

Outside of their passion for horses, Mark and Debbie 
have jobs.

Debbie works as a Senior Technical Manager at 
Silver Ferns Deer Plant starting at 5:30am and 
finishing at 3.oopm whilst Mark does a bread run, 
getting up at 2.00am every morning. He’s normally 
home between 8.00am and 9.00am.

“I read the paper and have a cup of tea then I get 
onto the list of jobs Debbie has left me. When I cross 
them off from the top there’s another five added to 
the bottom.”

This year the couple are offering ten yearlings at the 
sale – seven from their own mares and three from 
well known Southland Breeder Vin Devery.

The Smiths are particularly excited about an Art 
Major colt out of Christian Dreamer named Dream 
Breaker. He’s a half-brother to big winners Chase 
The Dream and classy three year old filly Amazing 
Dream.

“He’s quite fine boned compared to other Art Majors. 
He’s got good conformation and it looks as though 
he’ll run as a young horse. He’s actually ready to go 
to the sales right now,” said Mark.

Perhaps the pick of their own horses is Bettor’s 
Delight filly Moet Shard. She’s the second foal out of 
Pemberton Shard.

“She’s a big strong filly. As a young horse she was 
headstrong. She’s beautifully put together,” said 
Mark. 

Another one being offered by Vin and Daphne 
Devery and the Estate of Allan Blackler and his 
wife Phillipa, is an Art Major filly out of seven win 
Badland’s Hanover mare Natal Franco.

“She’s a fine looking animal with presence.”

Mark is also excited about a Bettor’s Delight filly out 
of Western Ideal mare Priscilla Shard. Priscilla Shard 
is daughter of the other foundation mare they’ve had 
success with over the years She’s Mighty. 

“Brent Mangos has broken the full-brother, given 
him a couple of preps and loves him to bits. We hope 
to see him as a two year old at Easter.” 

In the sales business it’s all about timing and 
Christian Cullen mare Lady Gaga’s two year old 
filly Shard’s In Manhattan recently qualified for 
Canterbury trainers Cran Dalgety and Nathan 
Purdon.

The Smiths have a Bettor’s Delight half-brother to 
her.

“He’s magnificent and a very compact colt.”

Prominent Australia buyer Jean Feiss visited Shard 
Farm recently and Mark said she took a liking to the 
Bettor’s Delight- Sly Shard filly.

“Jean said you’ve got a nice filly there.” 

Others in the draft include an Art Major colt out of 
Shard’s Echo which they own with Invercargill Real 
Estate Agent Neil Van Schaik, a He’s Watching filly out 
Shards Of Myross, a Sweet Lou colt out of All Time 
Glory and a Bettor’s Delight colt out of Follow The 
Dream.

Shard Farm’s reputation for offering high end 
yearlings looks set to continue in 2020 with a good 
batch going forward this year. No doubt there’ll be 
some keen buyers.

Mach Shard as a yearling
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We are proud to present our consignment of 38 quality yearlings for 

the 2020 New Zealand Bloodstock National Standardbred Yearling 

Sale being held at Karaka on Monday 17th February 2020. 

The draft includes:

Eleven outstanding yearlings from well-performing new stallion SWEET LOU

Three impressive lots by gun sire AMERICAN IDEAL

LOT 21 LOT 25

LOT 37 LOT 11

The full draft, their photos and pedigrees can be viewed at 

www.woodlandsstud.co.nz
Private viewings are encouraged, contact Tony Grayling on 021 618 830

Twenty-two lots from champion sire BETTOR’S DELIGHT

One standout colt by trotting sire MUSCLE HILL

LOT 33

LOT 95

LOT 71

LOT 74

LOT 15

And also one well-related colt by sire ROCK N ROLL HEAVEN
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HARNESS MILLION SERIES

All Yearlings offered at NZB’s 2020 National Standardbred 
Yearling Sale are eligible for the exciting new NZB Standardbred 

Harness Million Series.
 

$1,000,000 IN TOTAL WILL BE RACED FOR:
- 2YO Colts & Geldings, Fillies and Trotters
- 3YO Colts & Geldings, Fillies and Trotters

- 4YO & Older (conditioned) Entires & Geldings, Mares & Trotters.

Visit www.nzbstandardbred.co.nz for more information.

ADMINISTERED BY THE NZ SIRES’ STAKES BOARD

NZB
Standardbred

ONE-TIME QUALIFYING FEE $350+GST

ONE-OFF ENTRY FEE $1800+GST

ONE MILLION IN PRIZEMONEY

*Weanlings and Yearlings offered in NZB’s 2020 All Aged Sale may also be made 
eligible for the Series.20

HARNESS MILLION SERIES | NEW  
SALES RACE SERIES SET TO EXCITE
NZB Standardbred

With an estimated million dollars in the prizepool, 
NZB’s new Harness Million Sales Race Series is open to 
standardbred weanlings and yearlings offered through 
the sale ring at qualifying New Zealand Bloodstock 
Sales - setting a new benchmark for incentive races in 
New Zealand.

In a ground-breaking move the Series has been 
opened up to weanlings and the complicated entry 
process of the past has been abolished in favour of a 
much simpler approach that incorporates a one-time 
qualifying fee and a one-off entry fee.

“The Series was widely supported at the 2019 Sales 
and we’re looking forward to seeing the first of the 
graduates compete for the purse on offer this coming 
May”, commented NZB Standardbred Manager James 
Jennings of the lucrative incentive series.

To be administered by the New Zealand Sires’ Stakes 
Board the Series will consist of principal two-year-old 
and three-year-old races for colts and geldings, fillies 
and trotters individually, plus other races which may be 
conditioned and are to include opportunities for four-
year-old and older horses.

“We’re excited about partnering with NZB to offer an 
enhanced Series. The inclusion of weanlings in the 
mix will be a great addition and we believe that the 
prizepool will reach a million dollars”, said Sires Stakes 
Board representative Martin Pierson.

Full terms and conditions for the Series will be released 
by the Sires’ Stakes Board once finalised and will be 
available to view on the New Zealand Sires’ Stakes 
Board and NZB Standardbred’s websites.

The Series is available to horses who are eligible under 
the conditions set out here.

 
THREE-STEP ELIGIBILITY PROCESS

1. Both the Vendor and Purchaser have paid the initial 
Qualifying Fees for Lots offered through the Sale ring at 
New Zealand Bloodstock qualifying Sales; and

2. A Notification of Entry is made to NZB within 12 days 
after the last day of the Sale; and

3. A one-off Entry Fee of $1,800.00 +GST is made to NZB 
within 42 days after the last day of the Sale.

NOTIFICATION OF ENTRY

To enter a horse in the Harness Million Sales Race 
Series purchases must notify NZB by way of either:

• Entry on the Acknowledgement of Purchase form 
• Entry at the Sales Day counter at the point of 
consignment 
• Entry post-Sale via email, letter or phone

 
ENTRY DEADLINE

• The deadline for notification of the entry of a qualified 
graduate (except in the case of the sale of a passed-in 
lot) must be made to New Zealand Bloodstock within 12 
days of the last day of the Sale. 
• In the case of a passed-in lot, entry must be made 
within 12 days of the NZB Brokered Sale.

 
POST-SALE ENTRY FOR LOTS PASSED THROUGH THE 
RING AT THE SALES

• Where a lot is sold after, but within 30 days of a Sale, 
and the sale is through New Zealand Bloodstock and in 
accordance with the Conditions of Sale, the applicable 
Purchaser Qualifying Fee may be paid to qualify the lot. 
• Where a lot has been passed-in the Vendor has 
the option of also paying the applicable Purchaser 
Qualifying Fee as well to qualify the lot. This is subject 
also to the payment of the full commission on the 
passed-in amount. 
• Where no bid was received for a lot or the sale of 
the lot was cancelled by New Zealand Bloodstock, the 
Vendor has the option of also paying the Purchaser 
Qualifying Fee to qualify the lot.

 
ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS

• It is a condition of the Series that no horse has been 
broken in to harness or hopples and or gaited at the 
time of Sale. 
• A horse will cease to be eligible for the Series if the 
Entry Fee payment has not been received by this 
deadline subject to the following Late Entry payment 
provision. 
• All Vendor and Purchaser qualifying payments and 
entry payments are to be made to New Zealand 
Bloodstock Ltd and collected by them on behalf of the 
New Zealand Sires’ Stakes Board, and paid to the New 
Zealand Sires’ Stakes Board.

For more information, contact the Christchurch office 
on 03 381 0141 or email rachel.deegan@nzb.co.nz.
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Revolutionising the  
way bloodstock is traded. 

Register now for our monthly  
online Standardbred auctions!

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT THE TEAM ON  
E. INFO@GAVELHOUSE.COM  P. +64 9 296 4436

REGISTER NOW AND
GET READY TO SELL 
YOUR BLOODSTOCK!

Every month we bring this convenient trading opportunity directly 
to you. Whether you're at home, at work, out and about or on the 

farm you can join from wherever you are. 

SAVE LOADS OF CASH 
P  P  Bargain Standard entry fee of just $125 + GST.
P  P  Low 5% commission rate on horses sold.
P  P  No transportation costs to an auction venue.The next crop of SBSR stars will be selling at the

NZB National Yearling Sale
18-19 February 2020, Christchurch

Look for the SBSR initials in the catalogue
www.nzbstandardbred.co.nz

THE WORLD’S
FIRST MILLIONAIRE

STANDARDBRED

CARDIGAN BAY

THE SOUTHERN
HEMISPHERE’S FASTEST

STANDARDBRED

FIELD MARSHAL

NEW ZEALAND’S
RICHEST

STANDARDBRED

THEMIGHTYQUINN

SOUTHERN BRED SOUTHERN REARED
RICH PEDIGREE RICH PASTURE

PROUD TO HAVE PRODUCED...

Inspect over 50 yearlings on the

SBSR Yearling Tour
10-11 February 2020, Christchurch
Contact Mark Smith 027 436 8144 for details

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK
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NEIL RICH WINDS UP ALMOST HALF  
A CENTURY OF SALES EXPERIENCE

Neil Rich has been attending the Christchurch 
yearling sales for 48 years and it has been an 
eventful ride.

It began when it was the National Yearling Sale at 
the Addington Showgrounds, with Rich purchasing 
an Honest Master filly for not much, and more 
recently he has sold two six-figure yearlings at the 
Premier.

A lot has happened in between and Rich’s memory 
is not the best these days, but he’ll never forget his 
early experiences.

“I had no family background in the game but I 
used to go to Addington a lot and was a moderate 
punter,” said Rich.

“Then one year I decided to go along to the yearling 
sales by myself and I wound-up buying the Honest 
Master filly.

“Kevin Turnbull broke her in for me and said she 
would take time, but I went back the following year 
and bid on her Lordship half-brother.

“I bid up to $3000 but at that time the American sires 
were starting to make their mark and Lordship was a 
local sire so I was a bit hesitant.

“Ces Devine gave one more bid and got the colt for 
$3200 I think.”

By now some might know where this is going – the 
colt was Lord Module.

The chestnut filly by Honest Master was nil and after 
breeding her to the likes of Armbro Hurricane, Bye 
Bye Song, Lordship, Noodlum, Rockne Lobell, Sholty 
Imp and Valerian, Miss Module produced one winner 
of one race.

Perhaps it was for the best that Rich would forge an 
interest in selling at the sales rather than buying, but 
it would be a long learning curve.

“At one point I had the ambition of breeding 10 foals 
for the sales, but I didn’t have quality mares and I 
was usually breeding to bad sires.

Frank Marrion I John Mooney 

“Kevin Williams took me to one side one time and 
said you are wasting your time and money and that I 
needed to get better mares.

“So he arranged for Harold Howe to get a mare for 
me in America and that was Armbro Moonlight. 

“That’s when things began to turn around but it took 
me a long time to wake up.”

Armbro Moonlight was unraced but she was from 
the good family of Fake Left and she produced seven 
winners including Candy Styx (7 NZ wins, US1.51.2) 
and Pot Black (US1.50.6).

The latter was from the first crop of In The Pocket 
and Rich also bred Armbro Moonlight to the likes of 
Falcon Seelster and Mach Three in their first seasons 
along with Christian Cullen and Art Major.

“Cam Fella mares were crossing very well with Beach 
Towel at that time but I couldn’t get him for a while 
so I went to a son in Sands A Flyin but that didn’t 
work.

“When I did get a Beach Towel it was a filly which 
I sold for $30,000 at the sales but I didn’t hear 
anything more about her so I didn’t go back to Beach 
Towel.

“Ray Green had bought her and a few years later I 
asked him what had happened to her.

“He said oh she was quite brilliant and they were 
looking forward to racing her, but she’d broken 
down.”

The filly was Claire De Lune and she produced Sir 
Lincoln among others.

Rich got the formula much better in recent times and 
sold colts for $87,500 (Christian Cullen-Walk This Way 
in ‘14), $100,000 (Somebeachsomewhere-Free As a 
Bird in ’15) and $130,000 (Bettor’s Delight-Free As A 
Bird in ’16).

Three lots in 2018 were represented by Bettor’s 
Delight colt from Styx Sleeknfleet ($40,000), Christian 

 

LOT 375:  ICEE STYXIE
BETTOR’S DELIGHT – FREE AS A BIRD / BAY FILLY

Frisky and playful, strong athletic type with no faults.
 

TYX
TABLES    

Inspection Welcome
Phone:
Penny Boyle  027 769 3756
Neil Rich 027 451 4323 

Two very nice types that I wouldn’t mind keeping myself if they do not meet my expectations

LOT 268:  ELITE STYX
BETTING LINE – STYX ON THE BEACH / BAY FILLY

Dark bay, great strong confirmation, great legs & a very 
nice filly.



Cullen colt from Walk This Way ($20,000) and the Art 
Major filly from Free As A Bird made $12,000.

Sending nice mares to top stallions is no guarantee 
to success at the sales though as you still need some 
luck to get a good type.

in 2018, Rich had three lots but an Art Major colt and 
filly were passed in and an Auckland Reactor colt 
from Free As A Bird was sold for $11,500.

In 2019 Rich’s three lots sold for $72,000 though by 
this stage the reduction of the breeding business was 
well under way.  

For this year’s sale Neil is presenting a Bettor’s 
Delight filly out of Free As A Bird and a Betting Line 
filly from Styx On The Beach. Both are with Trent 
Yesberg for the final five weeks of the preparation.

“I’ve had a lot of fun over the years and I’ve learned 
an awful lot. 

“John Mooney rang me and invited me on the 
committee.  I enjoyed the discussions and Joan and 
I always tried to support the annual Breeders Night 
function and other events. It is important that the 
views of breeders are heard, often strongly and 
passionately.”

Recently the Canterbury Breeders committee 
presented Neil with a glass trophy to acknowledge 
his 20 years contribution. Colin Hair the CSBA chair 
noted that Neil was always willing to share his 
thoughts and ideas and made a positive contribution 
both to the breed and the association.

[Thanks to Frank Marrion for original story published 
two years ago, now updated.]

Colin Hair Canterbury Breeders’ chair thanking Neil Rich 
for his 20 year contribution to the association.

 

LOT 375:  ICEE STYXIE
BETTOR’S DELIGHT – FREE AS A BIRD / BAY FILLY

Frisky and playful, strong athletic type with no faults.
 

TYX
TABLES    

Inspection Welcome
Phone:
Penny Boyle  027 769 3756
Neil Rich 027 451 4323 

Two very nice types that I wouldn’t mind keeping myself if they do not meet my expectations

LOT 268:  ELITE STYX
BETTING LINE – STYX ON THE BEACH / BAY FILLY

Dark bay, great strong confirmation, great legs & a very 
nice filly.
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KIWI SAVER: 
LET’S HAVE A 
LOOK AT 
OPTIONS!

In November last year The Breeders welcomed a 
new sponsor to our stable.  

Reddiford Financial Services was established by John 
Reddiford, who started his career in 1986. With son 
Chris, and adviser Fraser Mearns their aim is simple: 
to provide excellent advice and tailored products to 
their clients across a wide range of financial services.

Retirement planning, investment advice, Kiwi Saver, 
income protection insurance, life insurance, medical 
and health insurance is their business.

We spoke to Chris and Fraser about what they can 
offer the harness breeding and racing community.

In this Breeding Matters Reddiford’s share with us a 
typical conversation with a new client on retirement 
planning.  If it resonates, give them a call.

Advisor - Hi, let’s talk about your KiwiSaver, some 
great returns lately! Have you been keeping track of 
yours? 

Client- Yeah, I’ve heard. I’m not sure though, seeing 
as I used it for my first house, and I can’t touch it ‘til 

retirement it’s not something I watch closely. I have it 
at the bank and they’re pretty good, aren’t they? 

Advisor - this is your main retirement savings plan 
and you’re not keeping up with its progress? One 
of the funds through one of our providers hit 27.7% 
returns for 1 year, that’s the best I’ve ever seen! And, 
they were named fund manager of the year. 

Client - yeah, I know I’ve been a bit slack, but it’s at 
the bank, I can trust them to do a good job with it. 
But that sounds amazing.

Advisor - yes, bank sure are quality institutions, 
without them, how would we all have our houses? 
In saying that, there are many different categories 
you can invest your KiwiSaver within a bank, did you 
receive any advice on this from your bank? 

Client - nah, when we decided to buy a house and 
put our mortgage through the bank. They asked if we 
wanted our KiwiSaver with them too, said it would 
show up in my banking app which is cool.

Advisor - there are benefits in changing all your 
accounts to the bank you mortgage with, such as 
better rates, but your KiwiSaver doesn’t affect 
that. Do you really think your investment will do its 
best by choosing based on convenience and not 
performance?

Client - uhm it’s the bank though, what’s wrong with 
them? 

Advisor - there is nothing wrong with the bank. 
However, if you don’t know which fund you are in, 
or how it has performed, are you being properly 
informed with your retirement investment’s 
progress? 

Client - I would say not then. What would you 
recommend? 

Advisor - When you bought your house, you based 
that decision on the area it is in, the year it was 
built, the number of bedrooms and quality of build. 
You didn’t just buy it based on convenience, you 
made sure you would make a return on it.  

Your KiwiSaver is your retirement plan and should 
be treated just as importantly.  We are Financial 
Advisors that can help you find the right fund for 
you, and we charge no upfront or extra fees. 

Client:  OK then let us look at the options

Fraser Mearns, Chris and John Reddiford
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SALES SYNDICATION  
OFF TO A SOLID 
START FOR LARSEN

Excitement has continued to build around Kirk and 
Michelle Larsen’s Own The Moment Syndicate since last 
year’s yearling sales. 

The Southland couple took a fractional ownership 
concept to last year’s Karaka and Christchurch sales 
and dived in headfirst, purchasing two yearlings and 
later leasing another.

The changing nature of the harness racing landscape 
was the driving force behind setting up the Own The 
Moment Syndicate.

Some of the Larsen’s ownership base had aged and 
moved out of breeding and owning horses.

At the same time, the couple’s son, Tristan, showed a 
passion for the sport that has him on a one way track to 
working full time in the industry.

“In the old days a farmer might have a broodmare and 
three or four horses in work, but those days are gone 
and you’ve got to move with the times,” Kirk Larsen said. 

“We based it off the Anthony McDonalds seminar – we 
went and listened to him when he came to Invercargill 
and thought about it more.”

“With Tristan coming in to the game, we thought we 
would try it and grow our owner base.”

“We have trained a lot of our own recently and turned 
them over and sold them.”

The Own The Moment Syndicate was founded with 100 
initial shares, which cost $1000 with a monthly upkeep 
of $50.

Less than a year after its foundation, the group has had 
two horses compete in non-tote races.

$18,000 purchase, Durrant, (Art Major – Imaginary Bet) 
and $31,000 buy Mr McLaren went head to head in a 
2200m event on Invercargill Cup Day. 

The syndicate own that pair and lease a colt 
Oneloveonelife (Somebeachsomewhere – One Dream) 
who is due to step out at the workouts in the coming 
weeks.

Three out of three horses making public appearances 
as juveniles would give the Larsen’s sales selection 
processes a massive endorsement.

 “Naturally, you want something that will that will keep 
the interest up and go early,” Larsen said.

Jonny Turner

“Or else it is a long way from the sales until they race as 
3yr-olds.”

Last year, the Larsen’s were bound by one other factor 
– buying to fill a newly formed syndicate that was still 
early in its stages of selling.

The couple successfully balanced that process and now 
have a fully sold syndicate with three horses that have 
the racetrack in their sights.  

Away from the track and the sales ring there is a 
standout factor driving the success of the syndicate.

And that is communication, which is handled by 
Michelle Larsen.

“I am quite lucky that Michelle handles all of the 
communication and I can concentrate on the horses,” 
Larsen said.

“She does a lot of updates and videos on Facebook.”

“When Durrant and McMcLaren were at Invercargill 
she was doing live videos and interviews all day.”

“That side of it is just as important as working the 
horses, to be fair.”

“Just talking to everyone, they are really happy with the 
way everything is going,” Larsen said.

The success of the Own The Moment Syndicate does 
not mean the Larsens will instantly form another group 
for this year’s yearling sale.

Instead, they want to focus on their existing syndicate.

Some of their owners may prefer the couple did jump 
straight back in with their fractional ownership model.

But, they will not miss out, as the couple still plan on 
purchasing yearlings and to accommodate interested 
owners.

That will be done under a more traditional syndicate 
structure, while the Own The Moment Syndicate 
continues to strengthen. 

“I would rather get this syndicate up and going and 
build it for twelve months,” Larsen said.

“There has been interest in going again this year and I 
probably could have sold ten or 12 shares already.”

“But we might just buy one horse and syndicate that 
horse.”

Durrant’s progress through his trials and workouts 
means he is almost certain to be the Own The Moment 
syndicate’s first starter.

The group are on track to get an early thrill as a tilt at 
the group 3 Kindergarten Stakes is being considered by 
the Larsens.

Mr McLaren is more likely to enjoy a short spell before 
being readied for a racing campaign. Oneloveonelife 
should be competing in workouts soon. 

 

MIDFREW FARMpresents
LOT 201 Midfrew Laguna Bay

Athletic half sister  to 
LUISANABELLE MIDFREW 

(as above)

LETSGOTOTHEHOP
8 wins, 20 places - 1.52.5

Out of a full sister to 
LIBERTYBELLE MIDFREW
19 wins, 11 places - 1.53.9

incl. Grp 1 WA Oaks & Grp1 
Golden Nugget

LOT 216  Loloata Midfrew SUNSHINE BEACh - Lulabelle Midfrew (Christian Cullen) 

SOMEBEACHSOMEWHERE - LUISANABELLE MIDFREW (American Ideal) 

A strong upstanding colt, first  
 foal from Group1 winning mare 

LUISANABELLE MIDFREW 
6 wins, 7 places 

1.52.2 incl.
Grp 1 NZ Breeders Stakes 

3YO Fillies Sales Series Final

Available for viewing at Midfrew Farm, West Melton
Contact JOHN - 021 614 190

For updates on the lots follow 
Midfrew Farm on Facebook
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SALES DEBUT  
FOR PACING  
SUPERSTARS

Always B Miki

53 Starts | 30 Wins | 16 Placings | $2,826,176 | 1:46.0

Always B Miki is undoubtedly a modern day cult hero 
in North America.

He won the crowds over with his incredible will to 
win. The battles in the free-for-all ranks were epic 
– but Miki proved again and again that he had the 
heart of a champion.

And he put an exclamation mark on his career when 
he won in 1:46 at The Red Mile on October the 9th 
2016 – the (then) fastest mile ever which has since 
been equalled.

With Miki being such an imposing equine athlete, the 
world record is something that many harness racing 
followers felt was an inevitable achievement for him.

At the end of 2016, Miki was rewarded not only with 
the Pacer of the Year title but also the overall Horse 
of the Year title.  The voting for which he dominated 
102-32

He retired at the end of his all-conquering 2016 
season to stand at Diamond Creek Farm in 
Pennsylvania. When Jimmy Takter talks horses you 
tend to listen – and Always B Miki is a horse he 
knows better than anyone else and his quotes on 
Always B Miki are captivating.

After winning the William Haughton Memorial 
in what was his third straight world record 
performance, Takter was moved to say

“I think this could be the greatest horse that ever 
lived.”

Miki was a talented two-year-old and a tremendous 
three-year-old finishing an astonishing second in 
the Meadowlands Pace (where He’s Watching set his 
world record) after being three wide the entire trip.

Brad Reid

Tragically, later as a three-year-old and as the 
Breeders’ Crown favourite, he suffered a serious 
injury and raced the rest of his career with multiple 
screws in his hind pasterns - making what he 
achieved as a four and five-year-old even more 
incredible.

Jimmy Takter said after his world record at Lexington, 
had it not been for these problems:

“He would have smacked at least another second off 
the record”

All told, Miki won 30 races and banked $2,826,176 
in a career highlighted by back-to-back Breeders’ 
Crown victories. He’s the only horse in history to win 
4 races in 1:47 or faster. Remarkably, given no other 
horse has done it more than once.

He shares the world record for a five-eighths track 
and holds the Canadian mile record to sit alongside 
his fastest-mile-ever title.

Miki is by Always A Virgin - a son of the sire of sires 
Western Ideal and the sire of the winners of over $22 
million with 150 in 1:55.

He’s out of the Artsplace mare, Artstopper. The US 
Pacing Broodmare of the Year in 2016, Artstopper 
is also the dam of the tremendous racemare 
Yagonnakissmeornot (41 wins, $1,458,850). She ranks 
a half-sister to Cheyenne Rei ($729,933).

With his cult following it comes as no surprise he has 
served full books in every season at stud in North 
America and has been well utilised by New Zealand 
breeders leaving 71 foals in his first crop.

He is represented by 6 yearlings at Karaka and 14 
yearlings in Christchurch and there is no shortage of 
blue bloods amongst them.

A half to Princess Tiffany & De Lovely in Auckland 
should get the mouth-watering and in Christchurch 
he is headlined by a colt out of the Group One 
winner Pembrooks Delight. 

Always B Miki
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Betting Line

Bettor’s Delight x Heather’s Western (Western 
Hanover)

27 Starts | 20 wins | 5 placings | $2,238,518 | 1:47.4

 
Betting Line is the fastest 3YO Colt & All-Age Stallion 
ever sired by Bettor’s Delight out of the Western 
Hanover mare, Heather’s Western.

Betting Line was selected and trained by Cassie 
Coleman who knows a thing or two about preparing 
a stallion for a stud career having also trained the 
likes of McWicked, American Ideal, Sportswriter and 
Betterthancheddar.

Betting Line still holds the World Record for three 
year olds over a mile on a half AND five eigths mile 
track and in the same season was the winner of 14 
consecutive races including the Little Brown Jug (by 8 
lengths) and North America Cup.

Betting Line ended his spectacular race career with 
20 wins and 5 placings from 27 starts with earnings 
of nearly $1.9 Million. With 10 wins under 1:50, this 
two-time World Champion was rewarded for his 
efforts by being voted the 2016 North American 3YO 
Pacing Colt of the Year as well as the Canadian 
Horse of the Year!

Betting Line’s pedigree is true royalty combining two 
of the most influential sire lines in modern history 
– Bettor’s Delight and Western Hanover.

His sire, Bettor’s Delight, needs no introduction with 
progeny earnings of over $225 Million.  With his 1:47.2 
record, Betting Line has the distinction of being the 
fastest 3-year-old colt and all-age stallion ever sired 
by Bettor’s Delight.

Betting Line’s dam, Heather’s Western by Western 
Hanover, has been an exceptional producer with 
9 foals of racing age for eight winners, all in 1:54.2 
or faster, with total race earnings of over $3.5 
Million. His second dam is the Camtastic mare 
Santastic who has left 10 winners from 12 foals of 
racing age including the multiple stakes winning 
performer Santastic’s Pan.

The quality of his Dam is reflected in her ability to 
leave winners and top performing progeny from 
a number of different sires such as Artiscape, 
Artsplace, Art Major, Somebeachsomewhere, Cam’s 
Card Shark and of course Bettor’s Delight.

He is represented by four yearlings at Karaka and 
11 in Christchurch having produced a limited crop 
in New Zealand of just 27 live foals, despite being 
available via chilled semen while standing in Victoria.

Some of his yearlings are out of champion producers 
such as Lot 87, a ¾ brother in blood to last years 
two year old of the year One Change and there 
is no shortage on quality bloodlines for his stock 
throughout the catalogue.

His vendors will be hoping for the some of the 
success he saw at last year’s Harrisburg Sales where 
Betting line was the third leading sire behind only 
Somebeachsomewhere and Captaintreacherous 
from 18 lots sold at an average of $88,000. He then 
backed that up at Lexington averaging $59,000 from 
27 lots to be the fourth leading pacing sire on gross 
and average.

Betting Line
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MONTANA PARK 
PRINCIPAL PINS 
HIS FAITH IN NZ

The exploits of bonny mare Belle Of Montana and an 
unshakeable belief in New Zealand breeding have 
underpinned Gold Coast owner Dean Shannon’s 
ascent to a key player at the annual NZ yearling 
sales. 

Shannon, a former bookmaker who now heads 
up giant betting company Ladbroke’s in Australia, 
bought Belle Of Montana for $40,000 at the 2017 
Australasian Classic Sale at Karaka. She has now 
banked over $500,000.

Lanercost, the dual Derby and Chariots Of Fire 
winner, and Courageous Annie, winner of the NSW 
Oaks, were other purchases for Shannon from the 
Ready To Run sales in NZ, while the prolific Albion 
Park victor Star Of Montana was bought for $93,000 
at the 2017 Auckland sale.

Shannon, the mainstay of Darrell Graham’s Brisbane 
team and whose horses carry the ‘Montana’ moniker, 
has been breeding and racing pacers successfully 
for almost 30 years.

He shelled out $300,000 for five lots at the 2019 
round of sales conducted by New Zealand 
Bloodstock. At Karaka he secured Divine Miss Em 
(f, Sweet Lou-Emeli Maguire) for $37,500; Good 
Bettor Best (c, Bettor’s Delight-Bettor On Top) 
for $75,000; Sassy And Sweet (f, Bettor’s Delight-
Uptown Attitude) for $35,000 and Jersey Boy (c, 
Somebeachsomewhere-Carabella) for $62,500.

While in Christchurch Shannon outlaid $90,000 for 
Wanted, a Bettor’s Delight colt out of the Christian 
Cullen mare Jen Marie, the dam of the NSW Derby 
winner Sheriff and Wrangler (1:48.8).

“The large number of racing opportunities for young 
horses in NZ is the reasoning behind Dean’s decision 
to buy at the NZ sales,” Linda Graham, Darrell’s wife, 
explained.

Peter Wharton

Respected Goulburn Valley breeder-owner Jim 
Connelly purchased well-bred young trotting stock 
at three sales in NZ last autumn.

The man behind the ‘Kyvalley’ tag, Jim outlaid 
$110,000 for Kyvalley Hotspur, a yearling colt by 
Muscle Hill out of Love ya Doosie at Karaka; $80,000 
for Here Comes Kyvalley (c, Muscle Mass-Nice One 
Kenny) and $50,000 for Aldebaran White Sox (c, 
Muscle Mass-U Dream) at Christchurch; and $32,000 
for the Love You-Philadelphia H weanling filly at the 
Auckland All Aged Sale.

“They’re all in work with Brent Lilley and he is 
extremely pleased with all of them,” Connelly said.

“I would be surprised if at least one of them doesn’t 
make it through to Group 1 company later in the 
season.”

Connelly, who has bought trotting yearlings in 
America, NZ and Australia, is best known as the 
owner of the multiple Group 1 star, national mile 
record holder and now emerging sire Skyvalley 
and the Australian 2YO and 3YO Trotter of the Year 
Kyvalley Road. They were bought at the 2006 and 
2001 NZ yearling sales in respectively.

Connelly predicts a bright future for the four-
year-old entire Kyvalley Chief (Muscle Hill-Love Ya 
Doosie), the top priced trotting yearling at $125,000 
at the 2017 Auckland sale.

Kyvalley Chief won effortlessly on his debut at 
Maryborough 12 months ago but has not started 
since.

“If we can keep him sound he’s likely to go right to 
the top,” Connelly said.

Belle Of Montana
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Connelly has bought the last three foals out of Love 
Ya Doosie, a Love You half-sister to the dual Inter 
Dominion champion I Can Doosit. 

“I’m probably the only person ever to buy yearlings 
out of the same mare three years in a row!” he said.

Melbourne liquor importer Tony Conte was another 
Aussie to get his name onto the sign-up sheet at the 
2019 sales.

Conte, who has owned the Group winners Crystal 
Sunset, Se Si Bon and Madam Pom Pom, bought two 
Sportswriter yearlings at the Auckland sale – Urus (c, 
ex Princess Kate) and Fiorella (f, ex Angie Maguire).

“They’re both with Murray Edmonds at Motukarara. 
Fiorella is in full work and is expected to race in 
February,” Conte said.

“Urus is a big colt with ability and is now spelling. 
He’s more of a three-year-old type.”

Semi-retired West Australian businessman Jim Currie 
is no stranger to the NZ breeding scene. Among the 
list of horses he’s imported over the years have been 
the brilliant mare Eden Franco, a double winner at 
Group level, the four-time Gloucester Park winner 
Just Bet On Black and Arma Antoinette, the dam of 
Australian 2YO Filly of the Year Arma Xpress.

Currie bought a single lot, Franco Macho, an Art 
Major colt from the four-win Mach Three mare 
MacFire for $40,000 at last year’s Christchurch 
auction.

The colt is on his third preparation with Spreydon 
trainer Steve McRae, who part-owns him.

Ballarat enthusiast Brendan James, trading as BFJ 
Bloodstock, secured Lot 241 at the Christchurch sale 
for $14,000. Named Rock N Roll Doo, the big black 
colt is a Rock N Roll Heaven half-brother to James’ 
talented three-year-old filly Iolanta, and is being 
trained by Michael Stanley after being broken in NZ.

Photo Gary Wild
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COLTS 
LOT NAME SIRE DAM

5 Itsamoneymakeer Somebeachsomewhere Kelly Maguire
13 Manchild Bettor’s Delight O Baby
19 American Conqueror American Ideal Pullover Brown 
27 Cosmic Major Art Major Rozelski
31 Simply Sam American Ideal Simply Stunning
43 Wheels of Fortune Always B Miki Spin To Win
61 Whiz on Bye American Ideal Vivacious Madonna
69 Willow Bay Art Major Willow
79 Big Boy Louie Bettor’s Delight Big Lucy
83 Forbidden Love Love You Broadband
89 Instant Classic Muscle Hill Classic Armbro
93 Cos I Can Always B Miki Cordelia
103 Miki Diamonds Always B Miki Dancing Diamonds
112 Whiskey On The Rocks Art Major Double Shot
124 Pasquale Bettor’s Delight Holly Madison
127 Break Thru Art Major Hulabaloo Baby

FILLIES
9 Money Motives Always B Miki Moving Money
23 Fire and Delight Bettor’s Delight Queen of Fire
35 Cover Girl Bettor’s Delight Sossusvlei
39 Leon Rogue Bettor’s Delight Speights Girl
47 The Iron Lady Somebeachsomewhere Stateofthenation
51 Debbie Do American Ideal Toast To Cullen
55 Robbity Bob American Ideal Van Seraa
64 Hill of Grace Muscle Hill Whitney
72 Constance Claire Art Major Zingara
76 Always B Bella Always B Miki Bella Anvil 
87 Star Change Betting Line Changedown
97 Online Love Love You Cyberspace
101 Dale’s Delight Bettor’s Delight Dale Elinor
106 I’llavabubbles Always B Miki Delightful Dale
109 Diamond Dance A Rocknroll Dance Diamond Lace
115 My Fear Lady Muscle Hill Fear Factor
118 Dancing Desire A Rocknroll Dance Fellamongstabeauty
121 In the Spotlight Bettor’s Delight Goodlookingbabe

BRECKON FARMS

DID YOU KNOW?
The first colt IT’S ALL ABOUT FAITH & filly PASSION AND POWER 
 to win 2019/20 Young Guns series Heats both came from the 2019 

Breckon Farms Yearling Draft.

“THIS WAY TO SUCCESS”
breckonfarms.co.nz
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23 Fire and Delight Bettor’s Delight Queen of Fire
35 Cover Girl Bettor’s Delight Sossusvlei
39 Leon Rogue Bettor’s Delight Speights Girl
47 The Iron Lady Somebeachsomewhere Stateofthenation
51 Debbie Do American Ideal Toast To Cullen
55 Robbity Bob American Ideal Van Seraa
64 Hill of Grace Muscle Hill Whitney
72 Constance Claire Art Major Zingara
76 Always B Bella Always B Miki Bella Anvil 
87 Star Change Betting Line Changedown
97 Online Love Love You Cyberspace
101 Dale’s Delight Bettor’s Delight Dale Elinor
106 I’llavabubbles Always B Miki Delightful Dale
109 Diamond Dance A Rocknroll Dance Diamond Lace
115 My Fear Lady Muscle Hill Fear Factor
118 Dancing Desire A Rocknroll Dance Fellamongstabeauty
121 In the Spotlight Bettor’s Delight Goodlookingbabe

BRECKON FARMS

DID YOU KNOW?
The first colt IT’S ALL ABOUT FAITH & filly PASSION AND POWER 
 to win 2019/20 Young Guns series Heats both came from the 2019 

Breckon Farms Yearling Draft.

“THIS WAY TO SUCCESS”
breckonfarms.co.nz



Ask anyone in the business and they’ll tell 
you the performance of the New Zealand 
standardbred both here and across the  
ditch is enviable. 

With both pacing and trotting horses raiding 
the Australian treasure chest, buyers naturally 
seek to secure their next champion from  
New Zealand’s pool of rich bloodstock.

Here we’ve highlighted some of the key 
achievements of the breed during the  
2018-2019 season in Australia. Statistics 
that we’ll be using when talking to the buying 
bench. We encourage you to do the same!

During the 2018-19 season, kiwi horses 

claimed 37% of all eligible Group One races 

in Australia (both gaits). 

Last season, New Zealand was the leading 

source of eligible Group One winners in 

Western Australia and Queensland (both 

gaits).

Kiwi horses won 68% of all eligible Stakes 

races in Western Australia last season, 50% 

in Queensland, and 35% in Victoria.

Tiger Tara, Thefixer, Our Princess Tiffany 

and Ana Malak all achieved Group One 

doubles last season in Australia.

New Zealand-bred trotters won 43% of 

all eligible Group One trotting races in 

Australia during the 2018-19 season.

Tornado Valley was victorious in four Group 

One races last season, with fellow kiwi 

trotter Ultimate Stride claiming two. 

20 
G1 wins

14 
G1 winners

________

Last season alone, 
14 individual  

New Zealand-bred 
Group One winners 

claimed twenty 
Group One 

pacing features in 
Australia.

NZB
Standardbred

Standardbred

Winning 
numbers

WINNING NUMBERS

MORE THAN HALF
New Zealand-bred horses 

claimed more than half (51%) 
of all eligible stakes races in 
Australia and New Zealand 

combined last season.

51%

INDIVIDUAL GROUP ONES

64 individual Group One races 
in Australasia last season 

were won by kiwi horses, NZ 
was the leading source of 

Group One winners with a 
54% strike rate. 

64
AUSTRALIAN STAKES 

New Zealand standardbreds 
laid claim to 41% of all stakes 
races in Australia last season 

(both gaits).

41%
Statistics proudly presented by 

NZB Standardbred
www.nzbstandardbred.co.nz
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5 
G1 winners

In 2017-18, five individual 
New Zealand-bred 

trotters claimed a Group 
One feature in Australia.

________

50% of all trotting stakes races 
in Queensland last season 

were claimed by kiwi horses.

Kiwi trotters triumphed in 19% 
of all Group One features in 

Victoria last season.

New Zealand was the source 
of 22% of all trotting stakes 
winners in Australia in the 

2017-18 season.

NZB Standardbred  |  Equipped3

Michelle Caig proudly presents three
fine colts for the 2020 Yearling Sales

For enquiries & inspections contact Michelle Caig on 027 436 8752

Southern Bred Southern Reared

Lot 176: Wattle Bay Creatine – City Lane

Lot 262: American Soprano American Ideal – Sonjador

Lot 309: Borntobearockstarr Rock N Roll Heaven – Zoe’s Charm
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Follow me on Facebook: Michelle Caig Breeding
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THE LITTLE GIRLS (AND GUYS) - 
SOUTH ISLAND

BRENT SMITH 
 
BD Castleton (Lot 132, colt) 
Love You – Juneamy Castleton

From time to time you get a surprise when you 
ask the question how long have you been in 
standardbreds? That was the case for me with Brent 
Smith when he responded 45 years ago with Happy 
Simba (1970 m Pacing Simba - Frosty Ways).

“I started with pacers, without any success. I then 
looked to trotting and started with Bouquet de 
Etolie (1986 m Plat du Jour - Framalda) From her 
came some good horses including Superstaragogo, 
Twitchit and BD Love.

“Philip and Martine Iggo have been great friends.  I 
bought Sapient of them, the dam of Bordeaux. From 
her I have a Peak filly with Nathan Williamson and a 
Love you filly that has just been broken in.

“Juneamy Castleton I bought of Heather and Lex 
Williams. They bred Cracker Hill (Muscle Hill) who 
is on a very quick upwards path with two confident 
wins in December here in the South. BD Castleton 
is the first I bred.  He is an upstanding, athletic and 
ready nice colt. He gets your attention. 

“BK Windermere is a lovely filly. The first foal I bred is 
a colt by He’s Watching, Watching Our Coin, sold last 
year to client’s of Murray Edmonds.  I understand 
that he has a very high opinion of him, said Brent.

Just over two years ago Brent retired and moved 
to Southland. He is enjoying it and intends to keep 
breeding, especially the trotters.

John Mooney

ADELE AND LINDSAY DAWKINS

Demi Darling (Lot 368, filly) 
American ideal – Ella Sue 
 
Rockabilly Rascal (Lot 300, colt) 
A Rocknroll Dance - Whitershadeofpale

Adele Dawkins just bubbles with pride as the words 
flow talking about breeding standardbreds. It 
does not matter if it is about her association with 
breeding expert/adviser Ken Mackay, the fact that 
Ella Sue (dam of lot 368) was Elsu’s first winner or the 
inevitable bad breaks that hit breeders hard. 

Adele and Lindsay inherited three broodmares over 
20 years ago including Donna’s Gold who is special 
to Adele. The mare’s first foal a Courage Under Fire, 
All Courage, won 11 in Aussie. Artison sold from Ray 
Jenkin’s barn won nine over there. 

“And then there is Ella Sue. She had 14 wins in 
Australia for Gary Hall (Snr). I was so proud of 
her. But sadly we lost Donna’s Gold foal. I was 
heartbroken, It truly set me back a peg and knocked 
me down.  We did not breed for a season or two,” 
said Adele. 

But a week after Donna died Adele rang Gary to 
congratulate him on Ella Sue’s first win.  He asked 
did I want the mare back? Adele replied yes in a 
flash without asking any of the questions about how 
much when etc.  

“Two years later Stuart Valentine rang me and said 
she had finished racing did I want her?  I could not 
afford to buy her but Stuart said don’t worry Mark 
Congerton the owner is giving her to you if you pay 
for the trip home and he can have the first foal. I felt 
wonderful.”

Ella Sue retired with a 14 win record (2YO to 5YO) 
including 7 at Gloucester Park.
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Mark bred Ella Sue to Bettor’s Delight, he got a colt 
that we raised for 14 months, but sadly it had a fatal 
injury in Christchurch while waiting to go to Perth. 
The next two foals did not make it. We next had 
Adieu Flirt (Courage Under Fire) the winner of 4 plus 
12 placings and she ran in the Harness Jewels. Misty 
Shadow has 1 win and is out spelling after an injury 
but will be back.

“The Mach Three filly is being trained by Robbie 
Holmes. 

“Demi is a typical American Ideal with a good strong 
body but fine with it. She is incredibly strong”

I like researching the breeding and for those with a 
deep interest Demi has a double reverse sex cross to 
Bret Hanover plus a healthy presence of Adios blood.

The Dawkins have three mares including 
Whitershadeofpale who has a big showy A Rocknroll 
Dance colt in the sale as Lot 300.

The others are Fremantle Sunset 
(2000 19 Br m Armbro Operative - Marquess Of 
Ross) the dam of Marques de Posh Group One 
winner of $300,000 and 2012 3YO filly of the year 
in Australia and Veecme which is used as an ET 
recipient. 

MARIA PERRITON

Randel Huston P (Lot 149, colt) 
Peak - Rocket

Maria Perriton knows she had more than a bit of 
luck when Michael House helped her buy into the 
family of broodmare gem Janetta’s Pride.  Rocket, 
by Sundon, was the racehouse  with one win (a $81 
fixed odds winner over 2600m at Addington) gifted 
to her when Squire John galloped and was relegated 
to 2nd.

Starting in the juniors in the 1980s Maria had 
a decade or so off and resumed seriously with 
the 1996 black mare Makati Pixie (Grant Our 
Wishes - Globago) bought as a 10YO, trained for a 
while but then continued with her as a broodmare.  
Winning progeny that will be recognised include 
Priscilla P, Elvis P and Lisa Marie P.  

Lisa Marie P’s first foal, Charlie P, is a Master Glide 
colt which will qualify as a 2YO this season.  Lisa 
Marie P herself has come back to racing this season 

returning three wins for Maria and the Tartan 
Syndicate in the hands of master trotting trainer Phil 
Williamson.

“Randel Huston P is Rocket’s second foal and is a 
magnificent looking colt, not too big with a good 
neck on him, says Maria.

“His half sister Dolly P (Dream Vacation) is very 
smart. She is in work and potentially an Oaks filly. But 
I’m very patient with my horses and there are a lot 
of nice ones around. I’d hate one tough run to take 
what she has out of her.”

Maria is continuing her fascination with the Janetta’s 
Pride family acquiring two unraced Pegasus Spur 
sisters out of Priceless Gem from Peter Hills, being 
half-sisters to Rocket.

“One will make it and is a very nice trotter, there 
other I’m not as sure, says Perriton.

MANDY AND PAUL PEARCE (BRAEVIEW)

Strength and Honour (Lot 202, colt) 
Bettor’s Delight – Luminesce

Cavallaro (Lot 283), colt 
Art Major – Tipsy Too

Waimumu breeder Paul Pearce has been a stock 
agent for the last twelve years, and was a wool 
buyer prior to that.  But outside of work he’s always 
had a passion for horses.

“When Brent (McIntyre) bought Jaccka Lodge (now 
Macca Lodge) I spent a lot of time up there. You 
just get the bug,” he said. Paul said his father Trevor 
raced gallopers, although without much success. 
He was also good friends with the late Kenny Milne 
from Balclutha and he went to Lincoln University with 
Milne’s son Johnny.

“Early on we were breeding stuff we shouldn’t have 
been, but you’ve got to start somewhere.”

“Mandy plays a big part in the hands-on stuff with 
the horses. When they come back from Macca Lodge 
as weanlings we do as much work as possible. We 
box them every night over winter just to get that one 
on one handling of them. When they’re small they’re 
easy to do things with. A lot of people leave it until 
spring to get the yearlings in. I have no problems 
taking them up to Macca Lodge in the float during 
the day to get their feet trimmed and getting them to 
just stand there.”
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The couple now own three broodmares Tipsy Too, 
Luminesce and Elegant As and the two colts they’re 
presenting at the sales are by Bettor’s Delight out of 
Luminesce and Art Major out of Tipsy Too.

 “We didn’t race Tipsy Too. She just needed a bit of 
time. I was at Diamonds Day talking to Hazel van 
Opzeeland and she talked to me about going to 
Sweet Lou at Woodlands Stud..” The resulting foal is 
Renegade Rose.

Luminesce, out of One Dream, was purchased in 
2012 after they’d started to think seriously about 
buying some quality stock. 

“We (had to) decide whether we were going to be in 
or out. It was in and we thought we’d give it a decent 
go and buy a good broodmare.”

At the sales, and after a last minute look at the filly, I 
couldn’t stop thinking about her. On pedigree alone 
Pearce thought Luminesce would go for in excess of 
$50,000 but in the end she was theirs for $45,000.

The Pearce’s have had their share of breeder’s bad 
luck. Luminesce’s first foal was born premature and 
only lasted a few days. Her second foal, a filly by 
Bettor’s Delight, got to the stage of being weaned 
but developed septicemia and also died. 

The Pearce’s also own six year old Rocknroll Hanover 
mare Elegant As which is out of Tuapeka Maddy 
and another filly – Millwood Kelly (Bettor’s Delight – 
Idolise) purchased at last year’s sale.

Paul and Mandy Pearce are a fine example of a 
couple with a shared passion, using resilience and 
optimism to make their way in the harness world.  
 
[Thanks to Bruce Stewart for content.]

Tuapeka Lodge presents:

Watch their videos at www.tuapeka.com

Lot 232  |  Drifting Star
A Rocknroll Dance – Petra’s Star / Bay Colt 
Drifting Star has all the looks and credentials to give hope that 
he will continue Petra’s Star’s 100% record.

Drifting Star is a stylish 
colt, sleek in his looks, 
bright and bubbly in his 
temperament but he 
always wants to work 
with you when you move 
along quietly.

Lot 340  |  Matt Major
American Ideal – Break Dance / Bay Colt
Tuapeka Lodge is very proud to be offering Matt Major this year, 
he has every chance of being one of the next headliners for the 
family. He is the first foal of his dam the Art Major mare Break 
Dance. Matt Major is well built and right from the beginning he 
has always liked to 
be around people but 
when the colts are 
playing he more than 
holds his own. 

Don’t let this colt slip 
through the radar.

Lot 287  |  Wichita Woman
A Rocknroll Dance – Tuapeka Maddy / Bay Filly 
Wichita Woman will certainly make heads turn whenever she 
is paraded. She is tall, refined, elegant, very alert, and always 
attentive, she is quick in her movements and her handler has to 
be alert at all times. However, she comes to hand well and is a 
pleasant filly to work with.

The fillies from this family have always raced well and are 
breeding on, buying one while the family is on its present upward 
curve should be a very good investment!

Lot 300 | Rockabilly Rascal
A Rocknroll Roll Dance – Whitershadeofpale

Brown colt

“A lovely athletic colt, whose family can run at 
two and I can see this boy completing in the 

major two year old events!”
… Blair O’Connell 

Lot 368 | Demi Darling
American Ideal – Ella Sue
Brown filly

Dam 14 win mare!
Half to the tough and
durable mare Adieu Flirt.
“A strong and imposing filly
you could target the Oaks with.”
… Blair O’Connell Presented by Lindsay and Adele Dawkins

Prepared by Blair O’Connell, Twisted Stick Lodge, Phone 027 -208 1385
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Hanley Hemp Oil

Hanley’s have been trialling hemp oil for a number of years in horse diets 

and Essentials dog roll with amazing health improvements seen by us and 

felt by our animals . We are extremely fussy with what we feed our animals 

and hemp oil has been a very exciting find for us. Hemp oil is yummy, 

horses and dogs love it. They must know how natural and good for them 

it is. Hanley Hemp Oil is locally grown and cold pressed to keep all the 

omega 3 and omega 6 healing benefits. Great for reducing inflammation 

that horse and dog athletes get and as an overall omega formula for every 

cell membrane in the body. Especially exciting for helping skin problems.

THE ANTI INFLAMMATORY SUPERFOOD

High in antioxidants and gamma linolenic fatty acids. Hemp oil is used 

as an anti inflammatory and superfood oil to improve health and well-

being. Hanley Hemp Oil is locally grown, and cold pressed to keep all the 

omega-3 and omega-6 healing benefits. 

Horses and dogs love the taste – they must know how natural, and good 

for them it is! 

20L

s340.oo
Freight additional 1L

s24.oo
Freight additional

s105.oo
Freight additional 5L

Dosage rates: 
20ml daily for a horse or large dog; 10ml daily for smaller animals 

Hanley Hemp Oil is human grade so help yourself as well. Tested by Massey University’s Nutrition Laboratory

Order online: 

www.hanley.eo.nz/shop /Hanley Animal Nutrition 

CHIP OFF THE 
OLD BLOCK

Sometimes in breeding it can all come down to a bit 
of good luck and being in the right place at the right 
time.

For rookie breeder Tate Henley, that’s certainly the 
case as he looks towards this month’s Karaka yearling 
sale with his debut offering, Thug Rose.

The daughter of Always B Miki is a half-sister to 
multiple Group 1 winner and New Zealand record 
holder (2400m stand), Eamon Maguire.

The now 21-year-old was looking to follow his 
father, Alabar Stud head Graeme Henley, into the 
breeding game while studying for a Bachelor of Food 
Technology at Massey University in Palmerston North.

“It was kind of right around the time Auckland Reactor 
came up as a sire and I really wanted to breed a 
horse to him,” he said.

“The original plan was to go to the weanling and all 
aged sale and buy a mare there.

“Then, one day, Ray Kennedy rung Dad and asked if 
he’d take Kim Maguire off his hands.

“Dad knew I was looking for a mare and asked Ray if 
it was alright if I took it instead.

“Thankfully Ray said yes.

“At the time, Eamon Maguire wasn’t around yet 
and Kim Maguire had just failed to get in to foal to 
Somebeachsomewhere.”

As the old saying goes, one man’s trash is another 
man’s treasure and, soon after acquiring Kim 
Maguire, Eamon Maguire started his march up the 
ranks.

“Even when he won his first trial, I got really excited.

“Probably as much as when he won his Group 1 
races.” 

Still, at the time Henley was committed to going to 
Auckland Reactor first, a move the benefit of time now 
tells us wasn’t the most commercial but a sentimental 
one instead.

“We got a nice colt and, while Auckland Reactor had 
done a nice job, they didn’t tend to sell too well at the 
yearling sales.

“So I put him through the weanling sale and sold him 
to Ripple Creek (Trent Yesberg) and they then sold him 
at last year’s yearling sales to Les Purdon for $15,000.”

Garrick Knight

The year after breeding that colt, now called Arabian 
Blue, Henley was trying to decide whether to send 
Kim Maguire to established super sire Art Major, or 
newcomer Always B Miki. 

“That year, Art Major was having a bit of trouble with 
his semen for a short time so I took that as a sign to go 
with Always B Miki.”

The result is Thug Rose and, fast-forwarding a tick 
over two years, she’s ready to go through the Karaka 
sale ring on February 17.

Henley says he’s not nervous yet but expects that will 
change.

“I think when I’m in the box as she goes through the 
ring I’ll be on-edge.

“I’ve got a price in mind that I’ll be pretty strict on, but 
that being said I’m not super keen to take her home, 
either.

“She’s definitely a little more striking than the 
Auckland Reactor colt so, fingers crossed she sells 
well.”

Kim Maguire subsequently had a filly by Vincent – 
now a weanling – but was left out of foal this season.

“She’d had three in row so I decided to give her a year 
off.”

In the meantime, Henley has added to his portfolio by 
acquiring the 11-year-old Love You mare Iditarod, who 
hails from the late Jim Smith’s ‘Mountain’ breed.

“I brought her at the mixed sale last year and have 
bred her to Father Patrick.

“The main reason was I felt like he was reasonably 
priced given how well he’s going in North America.”

Henley says he has been around horses all his life, but 
an allergy to them means he couldn’t go down the 
hands-on route he possibly wanted to.

“I just kind of went with breeding as that seemed to 
work better since I couldn’t work with them on the 
farm.”

Once he completes this, his third of three years in 
food technology he will be able to “create new food 
products and design the systems that make them.”

Life in Palmerston North is a bit different for a country 
kid from South Auckland big in to harness racing.

“Friday nights, when everyone is out on the drink, I’ll 
usually pull away to watch the races.

“I’m a bit different like that.

“But what can I say other than I love the game and 
I’m enjoying being part of it.”
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THE MAN AND  
HIS MOMENT

It was a November day in 1944. The Second World 
War was nearing its end at last and a lot of harness 
racing enthusiasts were dreaming of a new 
beginning. What could be a better dream than the 
first National Sale of Standardbred Yearlings at 
Addington?

Well, the weather for a start.

As the great day arrived so did the rain, Bucket loads 
of it. A postponement by man until the afternoon was 
ignored by Mother Nature and in an open arena it 
was uncomfortable for all but the hardiest of souls.

But it didn’t bother one man- the auctioneer, Allan 
Matson. He had promoted a national sale over 
many years (the thoroughbred one had begun 
in 1926) and in conjunction with the expertise of 
Wright Stephenson brought it to reality by the sheer 
force of his personality. Allan Matson was strong on 
personality..

Nearly 75 years later it is appropriate to pay tribute 
to this extraordinary character who, based on level 
of achievement as opposed to a lengthy stay in office 
is one of the greatest figures in harness breeding 
history-if not the greatest.

Born in Christchurch in 1902, Allan Matson was a 
fourth generation Kiwi (unusual then) the family 
firm having been founded in 1862. But it had 
really blossomed since the 1890’s when it became 
independent of a partner in National Mortgage and 
the dynamic Matson boys ran their own ship. Allan, 
described as a “rotund rollicking character”in later 
life, was educated at a private school but had a 
knack of getting on with people in all walks of life. 
Many stories were told of him, and his powerful 
personality was to revolutionise many aspects of 
trotting. 

He came to business prominence in the 1920’s as the 
Matson brothers, each talented in a different field, 
made major inroads as the only local family-owned 
stock and station agents in an industry dominated 
by English money. They offered expertise in every 
animal field; marketed the personal touch, and 
delivered strongly.

The company had a special interest in horses and 
their sale and gradually established a major profile, 

David McCarthy

running the local Tattersalls Horse Bazaar where 
most high profile sales took place.. They also built on 
several of Allan’s innovations.

In the 1930’s the company introduced a “Carnival 
Week” sale on the Monday of NZ Cup week catering 
for all breeds.

Another major step was taken in the same decade 
when Allan introduced night trotting sales at 
Tattersalls selling stock from industry leader Roydon 
Lodge among many others, starting at 7.30pm. Other 
promoters would later claim this was something new 
in the 1970’s!

At one night sale in a crowded arena Allan brought 
down the hammer on two American mares from 
Roydon Lodge. Roydon Pride,sold for the equivalent 
of $55 and Slapfast for $32. One became the 
dam of the wonder trotter of the era, the ill fated 
Certissimus- and ancestress of many other stars: 
the other left a big race winner in Gold Flight, and 
her daughter, Sandfast, left the great Johnny Globe 
a horse so popular at Addington none since has 
matched him.

By this time Allan was president of the Owners 
Trainers and Breeders Association where he 
was a hive of innovation. Among his ideas were 
“educational trials” with full colours up and stewards 
oversight to give horses practice before having to 
go to the races. 30 years later the country was full of 
trial meetings.

Allan Matson
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He also introduced sulky insurance when nobody 
else would take the big step and at one sale of Cecil 
Donald’s horses would be buyers were invited to 
watch the horses work a few days before the sale. 
Ready to Run, then.

Another innovation that H Matson and Co are 
generally credited with coming up with the family 
numbers used in catalogues for generations. It was 
a one man job and must have been an exhausting 
one. But it helped the buyer and that was what 
Matson wanted.

Allan went on to be the youngest Committee 
member elected to the Metropolitan Trotting Club 
(1937) -you had to graduate from the ranks of 
Stewards-and was its president for 6 years from 
1940. But then his great friend and deputy, Charlie 
Thomas,took over while Allan became Treasurer. That 
meant no clash with his other presidency that of the 
New Zealand Trotting Conference, for seven years 
until 1955. Allan was an operator and he wanted to 
be in the action.

He worked hard for the establishment of the TAB 
in that time and was on its first Board. Thomas, his 
comrade in arms and a leading lawyer, came up 
with the virtual blueprint for the new body.

Most administrators were enthusiasts but careful, 
conservative men in those days. Allan Matson was 
a promoter and a live wire. It coincided with what is 
generally agreed as the most popular era in harness 
history here.

In the early War years he led at times spectacular 
( win a new Ford V8 in a raffle!) Christchurch fund 
raisers for the Red Cross and others and the OTB ran 
Patriotic meetings at Addington to raise war funds.

Only import restrictions from America during the 
War prevented him from introducing the photo finish 
to Addington years before it came. He campaigned 
long and hard for the early opening of a special 
totalisator for major races like the Trotting Cup 
when patrons often had to miss two or more races 
queueing to get a bet on the Cup. 30,000 people 
could be on the course in those days.

The powers that be pooh=poohed the idea but Allan 
got it in the end-and the betting public loved him for 
it. The rules were so tight then it was actually illegal 
to give money to a friend to put on the late races and 
then leave the course!

While aided by War years, Matson was the most 
successful president in the Met’s history

financially. You could buy a house if you won a race 
on Cup Day and a farm (or two) if you won the big 
one. The 1945 NZ Cup was the richest race run in 
New Zealand in either code, a huge breakthrough. 
Yet he retained deep financial reserves that would 
be the oil well of future projects.

It was fitting that one of the greatest races run at 
Addington since his time, Lord Module’s sensational 
1981 win on the final night of the NZ Cup meeting, 
was in the Allan Matson Free for All. Drama, 
excitement and involving the public was always what 
Allan Matson wanted most for harness racing.

A brilliant auctioneer who claimed to have sold more 
properties and horses than any rival, Allan knew 
every farmer,breeder and trainer in Canterbury and 
hundreds elsewhere He was a natural for the job 
when his dream of a National sale finally came into 
being and Wright Stephenson knew it too.

Actually it was not a great success even apart from 
the weather. The average of those sold was about 
$180 for the yearlings and a sage observer noted 
that “ït would seem better to sell yearlings in the late 
summer or autumn” to give the youngsters a better 
look. 12 two year olds were also offered and a few 
older horses.

It was also an era when buyers tended to suspect 
sellers were offloading their culls rather than selling 
their stars as they do today. And not without cause.

One of the most successful outcomes was Henry 
of Navarre a $225 purchase by Roy Berry who 
was a good winner and from little opportunity (he 
never had more than 5 starters in a season) sire 
of top trotters such as Control. Others made some 
impression either on the track or at stud but there 
were no stars sold.

As so often happens the best lot was the one that got 
away. A Gold Bar filly, later named Local Gold , was 
bid up to $700 but passed in at that figure.

Besides being a fine racehorse herself her first foal 
was the brilliant Local Light, a two minute pacer and 
later an outstanding if vastly underrated colonial sire 
of speed horses; later came Arania a world record 
holder in America for Roydon Lodge over a mile 
when that was really something for a Kiwi horse, and 
Golcourt also a successful racehorse and sire. Well, 
you can’t win them all.

A brother to Gold Bar, the glamour lot of the sale, 
was also passed in but as Crown Plate he failed to 
live up to his breeding.

The sale was repeated in 1945 and the next one in 
1947 began an unbroken series since, one that has 
grown and grown until its stellar qualities in 2020 are 
obvious to all.

Many people have contributed to that growth. But 
none more than Allan Leicester Matson the man of 
ideas and dreams and with the drive to make them 
happen.

Lest we forget.



All yearlings exercised on the
Water Walker and handled/prepared by
Stephen Boyd and fed a grain free diet!

Lot 154:

Shooosh

Majestic Son
x Shutterup

Bay filly by Australasia’s leading 
Trotting Sire out of a one win
S J’s Photo half-sister to the

champion Sovereignty
and eight other

race winners.

Lot 346:

Step It Up A Notch

Rock N Roll Heaven
x Bury My Heart

Bay colt by an X Factor sire out of
a 13 win In The Pocket mare

and mother of Group 1
winner Texican.

Secret Cocktail

Bettor’s Delight
x Secret Lotion

Bay filly by the greatest
pacing sire of all time, out of a

race winning full sister to
dual Group 1 winner

Secret Potion.

Lot 249:

 

Please call Stephen Boyd
to view on 0274 815 045
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Looking for a trotting yearling in 2020? 
Make sure you inspect the first Southern Hemisphere yearlings by  

CREATINE 1:51.4  $2,182,138

THE RICHEST AND FASTEST TROTTER
EVER TO STAND IN AUSTRALASIA

–  A North American Grand Circuit winner at two,
 three, four and five years of age

–  Major wins included Breeders Crown Open Trot, 
Allerage Farm Trot, American National and

 Kentucky Futurity

–  Took his lifetime mark of 1:51.4 at four, when 
defeating the fastest trotting entire of all time, 
Sebastian K

–  A multiple European Group 1 winner 

–  Renowned for his superb conformation and 
wonderful temperament.

P: 03 349 8627  F: 03 349 8684   E: admin@nevelerstud.co.nz

www.nevelerstud.co.nz
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Lot 356 | Dream Breaker
(Art Major – Christian Dreamer)

Bay Colt & half-brother to Chase the Dream 
winner of 3 Group Ones, Amazing Dream, Group 
Winner as a 3 year old, currently NZ top 3 year 
old filly.

Strong upstanding type by Art Major, great 
confirmation.

Lot 373 | Dream Prospect
(Bettor’s Delight – Follow the Dream)

2nd foal, first foal is a 2 year old,
2nd Dam is Western Dream Group One Winner 
three times, Pacing Filly of the Year in 2004-2005, 
2005-2006. 

Lovely Bettor’s Delight, straight and well 
conformed, wants to work with preparers, always 
happy to be around them.

 
Contact Debbie Smith
for inspections: 027 258 4687

Southern Bred
Southern Reared

I am pleased to offer my own independent professional services as a standardbred bloodstock 
agent for the buying and selling of all classes of standardbreds including racehorses, broodmares 
and younger horses. Also, being a Registered Valuer, I am able to offer valuations on any 
bloodstock.

With over 45 years of engagement in the harness racing industry, I bring to the market a 
substantial amount of knowledge and experience. I have an extensive and strong relationship 
with trainers, owners and breeders in both Australia and New Zealand.

My involvement over these 45 years include ownership, breeding, training and for 44 years I have 
been fully engaged in corporate sales of bloodstock.

This background provides me with an exceptional understanding of what buyers and sellers 
expect from an agent to meet their needs.

My mission is to provide a service to both buyers and vendors that will:

•	 Have the highest level of integrity
•	 Draw on my strong knowledge of bloodstock – racehorses, breeding and values
•	 Capitalise on my extensive contacts in New Zealand and Australia
•	 Be focused on a client’s specific needs and expectations of transaction processes
•	 Provide the highest level of client confidentiality

I am ably supported by wife of 40 years, Sharon. We have two adult children, Laura and Ben.

I welcome all enquiries on how I may assist you with your bloodstock needs.

a proven track record
• 45 years harness racing industry experience
• Catering for all classes of standardbred horses
• Specialising in NZ racehorses, commercially bred fillies and broodmares
• Registered valuer

INTEGRITY     |     RELATIONSHIPS     |     RESULTS

Mobile +64 27 536 1575       Email peter@laganstandardbreds.co.nz
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AND THEY’RE  
OFF N RACING

Ownership in the form of syndication is being 
validated across the world. Successful ownership 
operations such as Te Akau Stud and Albert Bosma’s 
Go Racing in this country and Andrew McDonalds, 
thestable.ca, in Canada demonstrate that people will 
support quality ownership opportunities. 

Not only do these professional syndicates increase 
engagement through ownership, but the flow 
on effect for race clubs, and more importantly, 
wagering turnover to fund stakes is self-evident.

With this in mind young up-and-comer Andrew 
Fitzgerald has created www.offnracing.co.nz   - 
a one stop platform for the syndication of 
standardbreds in New Zealand.

The objective: make it easier for people of all ages to 
become involved in harness racing ownership.

“It’s been a dream of mine for over four years.  I 
actually took a similar idea around to a few people 
back then, but I was probably too young and didn’t 
have the support I have now. 

“Now that we’ve all seen what Te Akau, and 
thestable.ca have achieved it’s a no brainer that 
Harness Racing has to keep up” said Fitzgerald

Visit www.offnracing.co.nz to see how it works and 
take a share in the next star of harness racing.

The brand new OffnRacing website was built by Matt 
Reid, son of Steven Reid.

“Matt has been brilliant to work with. He understands 
harness racing. We are both on similar wave lengths 
when it comes to the design and flow of the website. 
We want to make it as easy as possible, intuitive 
to work through, so that someone who has no 
prior knowledge of harness racing can find all the 
information they need and make a decision”

Currently, it’s too hard for potential owners to find 
out information about ownership. Through the 
website we are going to make it easier and faster to 
make a partial share ownership purchase.

“I think I am pretty good at communications. Top line 
communication is absolutely not negotiable when it 
comes to keeping new and current owners engaged. 
It is first base when seeking to reach out to potential 
new owners and investors in our sport.

“I’m looking forward to showcasing this platform to 
everyone industry wide,” said Andrew.

If you are interested in being involved in any of the 
syndicates or finding out more information about  
Off n Racing then Andrew is available:   
email: Afitzgeraldracing@gmail.com or   
phone: 027 367 8264

LOOKING TO GET INTO THE THRILL
OF HORSE OWNERSHIP?

ALREADY INVOLVED BUT WOULD LIKE TO
LIFT THE EXCITEMENT EVEN MORE?

OUR STABLE CLIENTS WILL BE ACTIVE AT THE UPCOMING YEARLING 
SALES AND WANT TO SHARE WITH YOU THE EXCITEMENT THAT
OFF N RACING OWNERSHIP CAN BRING.

Sneak Peek of a feature of
the www.offnracing.co.nz
website that is launching soon
Browse our selection of horses to find
the right one for you, or simply use the
search bar on the left to search via
location, price range, trainer etc.

Then you’re OFF N RACING – Harness Racing Ownership made easy!

RESERVE PAY SIGN

At www.offnracing.co.nz we work with stables who are embracing 

technology to improve the ownership journey for you!

Gone are the days of having to head to the races or stables to find out 

about your horse’s progress. Nowadays Owners can be based anywhere in 

the world and receive regular updates via email or on their smartphone,

tablet or computer via communication apps such as Prism.

C is for COMMUNICATION

Sit back, relax and enjoy your 
Harness Racing Ownership Journey.

www.offnracing.co.nz

3 
STEPS

Brad Reid

Allan Matson
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For all enquiries please contact: Peter O’Rourke
Mobile: 021 346401
Email: pjorourke13@gmail.com

TRIXTON
tr3, 1.50.6  $947,057

Muscle Hill - Emilie Cas El - Garland Lobell

 The leading siring son of Muscle Hill that was ranked 
5th leading 2yo and 3yo sire in North America in 2019.

 Trixton sired the 3rd richest 2 and 3 year old for 2019 
with the multiple stakes winning filly Evident Beauty t.3 
1.52.4  $805,000.

 Trixton sired the fastest 2yo filly in North America and 
equal fastest 2yo of either sex in 2019. Violet Stride t.2 
1.52 is the fastest 2yo filly in the last 3 years.

 Down Under the first crop of Trixton’s are now half 
way through their 3yo season. From a total of 19 3yos 
in Australia and NZ he has 4 winners from 7 starters 
to date (21% of his 3yos are already winners and 37% 
have already qualified or raced).

 By the end of this season these figures are likely to be 
quite exceptional.

MUSCLE HILL
tr3, 1.50.2  $3,318,682

Muscles Yankee - Yankee Blondie - American Winner

 The greatest trotting stallion of the modern era.

 The leading money winning stallion for the last five 
years.

 Sire of two $3,000,000 plus winners.

 The dominant siring line for Hambletonian winners for 
the last couple of decades.

 Sire of two 1.49 trotters including the World’s fastest 
trotting mare Manchego t1.49 $2,361,405.

 Proven Group 1 producer Down Under.

MAKE SURE YOU CHECK OUT

Lots 15, 64, 89, 115 in Auckland
and 142, 160 in Christchurch

MAKE SURE YOU CHECK OUT

Lots 135, 153, 174
in Christchurch

STALLIONS AUSTRALASIA
recommends nine exceptional yearlings

for sale at the 2020 Yearling Sales

www.stallionsaustralasia.com   … and also follow us on Facebook 

TROTTING GREAT 
PASSES AWAY

One of our greatest ever trotting mares has died.

Martina H, the last mare to win the Dominion Handicap, 
was put down after taking ill suddenly at Woodlands 
Stud on Monday.

Her former trainer, Derek Balle, said, it was a sad end 
for the winner of over $400,000, but he looked back 
fondly on her racing career.

“She was such a great mare.

“Always had lameness issues, but would get up behind 
the gate or tapes and trot like a stag.

“She had such a big heart. I wouldn’t mind another one 
like her.”

Balle was in his 30s when she won the Dominion, Rowe 
Cup, multiple races across the Tasman, and threw away 
an Inter Dominion Grand Final with the winning post in 
sight.

“She took me on plenty of journeys and experiences 
and, at the time, I probably took it for granted a little bit, 
you know?

“I was a young trainer that got to go to the Inter 
Dominions at Moonee Valley, down to Addington for the 
Dominion.

“Just great times and ones I look back on fondly.”

Balle was going through a tough spot at one point 
during Martina H’s career and her 2005 Rowe Cup win 
stands out as his personal favourite, for more than the 
obvious reason.

“Her best performance was beating Delft in the Rowe 
Cup, but it meant a whole lot more to me.

“My mum was very sick and died about a week later.

“I had been spending a lot of time at the beach with the 
horse which was such a big stress relief.

“I’d be crying for half an hour on the way out to the 
beach but when we got there, the worry just went away 
for a little while.

“She helped me through quite an emotional time.”

She ran second in the 2004 Inter Dominion Final in 
Melbourne and was 100 metres away from going one 
better at Alexandra Park a year later.

“The final was up to $250,000 but she had had a leg 
problem leading up to the series and I was tossing up 
whether to even line her up 10 days beforehand.

Garrick Knight

“We blistered the leg and she ended up winning her first 
heat, running second to Allegro Agitato in the second 
heat and then winning again on the third night.

“Her run in the final was massive.

“She drew one the second row and ended up getting 
parked three-wide down the back.

“We went out by four at the top of the straight and I 
thought she was home.

“But I gave her a slap on the bum when I shouldn’t have, 
because she was trying her hardest, and she rolled in to 
a gallop 100 metres out.

“Play On, who sat three-fence, came up the markers to 
win and we got disqualified for galloping across the line.

“She did deserve to win that; it was a massive 
performance.”

Balle was actually in the throes of buying Martina H, 
believing that the 22-year-old still had a foal or two to 
give,

“Kevin Marr, her owner, has just sold his property at 
Karaka where he grazes all his horses during the year.

“He didn’t want to pay grazing so was looking at selling 
all his horses and I’d been talking to (wife) Raelene 
about buying Martina H.

“But before we said yes, Kevin text me on Monday to say 
we’d lost her.

“She was being walked in the barn at Woodlands Stud 
then stumbled over.

“They called the vet but didn’t know whether it was colic 
or a seizure but it all went downhill very quickly and they 
had to put her down.

The daughter of Sundon had eight foals, seven of them 
after retiring and did leave a Group 1 winner.

“Miami H was great; he won seven or eight races 
including a Breeders Crown Final at three.

“He was very very good, and the best she left, but he 
always had a clubby foot and ended up breaking down 
in the spelling paddock.”

The Scruff won seven without being a world beater 
while Philadelphia H won two and is now at stud with 
Balle training her three-year-old son, Isaac H.

“She had a bad foaling after that, a Dream Vacation 
which was huge and had to be cut out.

“We nearly lost her and it took her quite a few years to 
get back in foal after that.

“But we now have a Love You two-year-old colt that’s 
working up nicely and then the What The Hill weanling 
filly, too.”

Martina H is seventh on the all-time New Zealand-bred 
trotting mare stakes ladder behind One Over Kenny, 
Pride Of Petite, Tussle, Allegro Agitato, Landora’s Pride 
and Quite A Moment.
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 Proven Group 1 producer Down Under.

MAKE SURE YOU CHECK OUT

Lots 15, 64, 89, 115 in Auckland
and 142, 160 in Christchurch

MAKE SURE YOU CHECK OUT

Lots 135, 153, 174
in Christchurch

STALLIONS AUSTRALASIA
recommends nine exceptional yearlings

for sale at the 2020 Yearling Sales

www.stallionsaustralasia.com   … and also follow us on Facebook 



56

CONTACT
DAVE SANDERS    
Phone: 021 245 2584
dave@harasdestrotteurs.com.au

GROUP 1

WINNING

SON OF
CANTAB

HALL

LOVE YOU    $9000 + GST

ORLANDO VICI  $9000 + GST

QUAKER JET  $5000 + GST

EN SOLITAIRE  $1500 + GST

    $2000 + GST

ASSOCIATE SIRES 

  Frozen POLF

  Frozen POLF

  Frozen POLF

VOLSTEAD
• The first son of super sire  
CANTAB HALL to be offered in 
Chilled form in Australasia.

• American-bred European Group 
1 winning stallion VOLSTEAD

• A serious racehorse who went 
1.51.3 on a 1000m European 
track.

• Winner of the “Little Elitlopp” 
Sweden Cup and 20 races beating 
the likes of Elitloppet winners 
 Ringostarr Treb and Magic To-
night on multiple occasions.

•Outstanding family. Dam by Yan-
kee Glide out of an Armbro Goal 
mare making him ideal for New 
Zealand mares.

CHILLED SEMEN. CONDITIONS APPLY. MULTIPLE MARE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

  CHILLED SEMEN. CONDITIONS APPLY. MULTIPLE MARE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

USED TO ME

VOLSTEAD  $5000 + GST Pay by March 30 or $6,000 + GST POLF      VICBRED ELIGIBLE.

USED TO ME   $2500 + GST Pay by March 30 or  $3000 + GST POLF  VICBRED ELIGIBLE.

• Victorian-based Group winning French stallion, 
from one of France’s greatest sire producing families.
• Sire of Group One placed 3YO IMSETTOGO, two  
winners, three starters from first crop of FIVE foals.
• Two 2YO trial winners from second crop of just 
FOUR foals

Standing at Macca Lodge

UNBELIEVABLE STRIKE RATE

CONTACT:  BRENT & SHEREE MCINTYRE. 
Phone 027 752 2284   b.s.mac@yrless.nz

CONTACT: DAVE SANDERS  
Phone: 021 245 2584   dave@harasdestrotteurs.com.au

www.harasdestrotteurs.com.au

        Chilled Pay by Mar 30

 Chilled POLF

Haras Des Trotteurs
THANKS the breeders who supported our stallions
with this OUTSTANDING CROP OF YEARLINGS

CHRISTCHURCH SALE  18th and 19th February

          QUAKER JET
Lot 164 Bay Colt  Ugly Betty        

        LOVE YOU
Lot 132 Bay Colt Juneamy Castleton

Lot 139 Brown Colt Maysoon

Lot 141 Bay Colt Oh Nova

Lot 144 Bay Filly Moment of Success

Lot 145 Bay Colt Polar Blast

Lot 146 Chestnut Colt Queen Kenny

Lot 150 Bay Colt Olesya

Lot 151  Chestnut Filly Sungait Sally

Lot 158 Bay Colt Spell

Lot 162 Bay Colt Superbowlcheerleader

Lot 166 Chestnut Filly Armbro Starlet

Lot 171 Chestnut Filly Bree

Lot 172 Brown Colt Bobbins

Lot 173 Bay Colt Chevron Express

Lot 175 Bay Filly Chiola Belle

Lot 177 Chestnut Colt Focus On Me

AUCKLAND SALE  16th and 17th February

        LOVE YOU        
Lot 83 Bay Colt Broadband

Lot 97 Bay Filly Cyberspace

          ORLANDO VICI
Lot 12  Chestnut Colt Madisonz Luck

HOTTEST BLOODLINES IN THE WORLD

LOVE YOU QUAKER JET DREAM VACATION

SAM BOURBON THE BEST MADRIKREPEAT LOVE

World’s leading sire
NZ Trot sire of year 

Sire of Trotter of 
the Year Monbet,  

Enghien, Habibti etc

Service fee $8000 + GST

Love You’s
Heir Apparent

Already one of France’s
top sires with only
four crops racing

Service fee $5000 + GST

Proven sire
World Wide

Sire of champion  
Stent  with very high 
foals  to winners ratio

Service fee $6000 + GST

Love You’s rising 
siring star full brother 

In demand stallion who  has 
had great results from 

early French crops

Service fee $3500 + GST
Eligible for $500 NZSBA discount

The next French
siring sensation

Royally bred juvenile winner
who stamps his 

precocious progeny

Service fee $3500 + GST
Eligible for $500 NZSBA discount

Already a group
winning sire

 

A top juvenile himself, 
his progeny are showing 

similar abilities early

Service fee $4500 + GST
Eligible for $500 NZSBA discount

HARAS DES TROTTEURS - ACCESS TO THE WORLD’S BEST TROTTING GENETICS, FROZEN SEMEN
PAYABLE ON LIVE FOAL. LIMITED NUMBERS. CONDITIONS APPLY.

www.harasdestrotteurs.com.au

SUITE 402, LEVEL 4, 19 ROSEBY ST
DRUMMOYNE, NSW AUSTRALIA

DAVE SANDERS (NZL)            64 212 452 584
PAT DRISCOLL (AUS)            61  414 975 376
MICHAEL TAYOR (AUS)            61 410 565 244

CONTACT
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Phone: 021 245 2584
dave@harasdestrotteurs.com.au

GROUP 1

WINNING

SON OF
CANTAB

HALL
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EN SOLITAIRE  $1500 + GST

    $2000 + GST

ASSOCIATE SIRES 

  Frozen POLF

  Frozen POLF

  Frozen POLF
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• The first son of super sire  
CANTAB HALL to be offered in 
Chilled form in Australasia.

• American-bred European Group 
1 winning stallion VOLSTEAD

• A serious racehorse who went 
1.51.3 on a 1000m European 
track.

• Winner of the “Little Elitlopp” 
Sweden Cup and 20 races beating 
the likes of Elitloppet winners 
 Ringostarr Treb and Magic To-
night on multiple occasions.

•Outstanding family. Dam by Yan-
kee Glide out of an Armbro Goal 
mare making him ideal for New 
Zealand mares.

CHILLED SEMEN. CONDITIONS APPLY. MULTIPLE MARE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

  CHILLED SEMEN. CONDITIONS APPLY. MULTIPLE MARE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

USED TO ME

VOLSTEAD  $5000 + GST Pay by March 30 or $6,000 + GST POLF      VICBRED ELIGIBLE.

USED TO ME   $2500 + GST Pay by March 30 or  $3000 + GST POLF  VICBRED ELIGIBLE.

• Victorian-based Group winning French stallion, 
from one of France’s greatest sire producing families.
• Sire of Group One placed 3YO IMSETTOGO, two  
winners, three starters from first crop of FIVE foals.
• Two 2YO trial winners from second crop of just 
FOUR foals

Standing at Macca Lodge

UNBELIEVABLE STRIKE RATE

CONTACT:  BRENT & SHEREE MCINTYRE. 
Phone 027 752 2284   b.s.mac@yrless.nz

CONTACT: DAVE SANDERS  
Phone: 021 245 2584   dave@harasdestrotteurs.com.au

www.harasdestrotteurs.com.au

        Chilled Pay by Mar 30

 Chilled POLF
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LOVE YOU QUAKER JET DREAM VACATION

SAM BOURBON THE BEST MADRIKREPEAT LOVE

World’s leading sire
NZ Trot sire of year 

Sire of Trotter of 
the Year Monbet,  

Enghien, Habibti etc

Service fee $8000 + GST

Love You’s
Heir Apparent

Already one of France’s
top sires with only
four crops racing

Service fee $5000 + GST

Proven sire
World Wide

Sire of champion  
Stent  with very high 
foals  to winners ratio

Service fee $6000 + GST

Love You’s rising 
siring star full brother 

In demand stallion who  has 
had great results from 

early French crops

Service fee $3500 + GST
Eligible for $500 NZSBA discount

The next French
siring sensation

Royally bred juvenile winner
who stamps his 

precocious progeny

Service fee $3500 + GST
Eligible for $500 NZSBA discount

Already a group
winning sire

 

A top juvenile himself, 
his progeny are showing 

similar abilities early

Service fee $4500 + GST
Eligible for $500 NZSBA discount
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PAYABLE ON LIVE FOAL. LIMITED NUMBERS. CONDITIONS APPLY.
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Love You’s
Heir Apparent

Already one of France’s
top sires with only
four crops racing

Service fee $5000 + GST

Proven sire
World Wide

Sire of champion  
Stent  with very high 
foals  to winners ratio

Service fee $6000 + GST

Love You’s rising 
siring star full brother 

In demand stallion who  has 
had great results from 

early French crops

Service fee $3500 + GST
Eligible for $500 NZSBA discount

The next French
siring sensation

Royally bred juvenile winner
who stamps his 

precocious progeny

Service fee $3500 + GST
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winning sire
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HARAS DES TROTTEURS 
HAS THE

HOTTEST 
BLOODLINES IN 

THE WORLD
We have access to the 

World’s best
trotting genetics

and frozen semen

THE 2020  
TROTTERS

Sixty two trotting bred yearlings are catalogued: 
14 in Auckland & 48 in the Christchurch. Half of the 
62 are from either dams who were, or are siblings 
to, Group One winners or placegetters, Group Two, 
Three or Listed winners or from the winners of nine 
or more races.

MUSCLE HILL - only the best trotting sire in the 
world. There are six of them catalogued. Three colts 
and the only three fillies in the southern hemisphere:

Lot 15 – full brother to One Muscle Hill; Sales Series 
2yo Trot winner.

Lot 64 – filly from (Im)Whitney; winner of 8 trotting, 
$123,138.

Lot 89 – full brother to Tailored Elegance; winner 
2019 NZ Sires’ Stks 2yo Trot.

Lot 115 – half sister to Prince Fearless; Hambletonian 
& Stress Factor; Vic Derby

Lot 142 – filly from Paramount Queen; winner of 8 
trotting, $122,612.

Lot 160 – colt from a winning half sister to Galleons 
Sunset; ID Grand Final. 

Bruce Barlass

The 2020 trotters draft is headed by the tremendous 
European sire LOVE YOU, with 19 on offer. In Europe 
he has sired seven millionaires and winners of over 
Euros100 million. In NZ/Aust he has sired 91 winners 
of over $7.3million incl Monbet (winner of 10 Group 
One’s), Enghein, Lemond, Great Things Happen, 
Habibi Inta, Paramount King, Bordeaux and the star 
2YO from last season on both sides of the Tasman, 
Ultimate Stride.

The LOVE YOU highlights include Lot 38, a filly from 
the Group 3 winner Regal Petite, Lot 132, a half 
brother to the dual 2019 Gr.1 placed Cracker Hill, 
Lot 145, a full brother to Ronald J, Lot 146, a colt 
from Rowe Cup placed Queen Kenny, Lot 162, a 
half brother to the Oaks winner Cheerful, Lot 166, a 
three-quarter sister to Enghien, Lot 171, a half sister 
to Sales Trot winner Get Lucky, Lot 173, a colt from 
the Oaks winner Chevron Express and Lot 175 a filly 
from a winning sister to Belle Galleon, the dam of 
Stent.

CREATINE is a double millionaire and multiple classic 
winner in America and Europe. He has five of his first 
southern crop on offer incl Lots 155 & 176 who are a 
half-sister and half-brother respectively to Breeders 
Crown winners Show Gait and Renezmae.

The first New Zealand progeny of FATHER PATRICK 
are current 2yo’s. Here is the amazing stat – his 
American 2yo’s last season won US$3.4million, 
second only to the MUSCLE HILL with US$4.1million. 
FATHER PATRICK is the sire of Lot 156, a half-sister to 
the Gr.1 placed BD Khaosan and also the last trotter 
at the sales, Lot 179, a colt from the speedy Hot Pants 
who ran 2nd in the Sales 2YOo Trot.

On both sides of the Tasman MAJESTIC SUN 
amazingly produced the winners of double the 

Quaker Jet x Ugly Betty

Creatine x Sierra Roydon
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DAVE SANDERS    
Phone: 021 245 2584
dave@harasdestrotteurs.com.au

GROUP 1

WINNING

SON OF
CANTAB

HALL

LOVE YOU    $9000 + GST

ORLANDO VICI  $9000 + GST

QUAKER JET  $5000 + GST

EN SOLITAIRE  $1500 + GST

    $2000 + GST

ASSOCIATE SIRES 

  Frozen POLF

  Frozen POLF

  Frozen POLF

VOLSTEAD
• The first son of super sire  
CANTAB HALL to be offered in 
Chilled form in Australasia.

• American-bred European Group 
1 winning stallion VOLSTEAD

• A serious racehorse who went 
1.51.3 on a 1000m European 
track.

• Winner of the “Little Elitlopp” 
Sweden Cup and 20 races beating 
the likes of Elitloppet winners 
 Ringostarr Treb and Magic To-
night on multiple occasions.

•Outstanding family. Dam by Yan-
kee Glide out of an Armbro Goal 
mare making him ideal for New 
Zealand mares.

CHILLED SEMEN. CONDITIONS APPLY. MULTIPLE MARE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

  CHILLED SEMEN. CONDITIONS APPLY. MULTIPLE MARE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

USED TO ME

VOLSTEAD  $5000 + GST Pay by March 30 or $6,000 + GST POLF      VICBRED ELIGIBLE.

USED TO ME   $2500 + GST Pay by March 30 or  $3000 + GST POLF  VICBRED ELIGIBLE.

• Victorian-based Group winning French stallion, 
from one of France’s greatest sire producing families.
• Sire of Group One placed 3YO IMSETTOGO, two  
winners, three starters from first crop of FIVE foals.
• Two 2YO trial winners from second crop of just 
FOUR foals

Standing at Macca Lodge

UNBELIEVABLE STRIKE RATE

CONTACT:  BRENT & SHEREE MCINTYRE. 
Phone 027 752 2284   b.s.mac@yrless.nz

CONTACT: DAVE SANDERS  
Phone: 021 245 2584   dave@harasdestrotteurs.com.au

www.harasdestrotteurs.com.au

        Chilled Pay by Mar 30

 Chilled POLF

Haras Des Trotteurs
THANKS the breeders who supported our stallions
with this OUTSTANDING CROP OF YEARLINGS

CHRISTCHURCH SALE  18th and 19th February

          QUAKER JET
Lot 164 Bay Colt  Ugly Betty        

        LOVE YOU
Lot 132 Bay Colt Juneamy Castleton

Lot 139 Brown Colt Maysoon

Lot 141 Bay Colt Oh Nova

Lot 144 Bay Filly Moment of Success

Lot 145 Bay Colt Polar Blast

Lot 146 Chestnut Colt Queen Kenny

Lot 150 Bay Colt Olesya

Lot 151  Chestnut Filly Sungait Sally

Lot 158 Bay Colt Spell

Lot 162 Bay Colt Superbowlcheerleader

Lot 166 Chestnut Filly Armbro Starlet

Lot 171 Chestnut Filly Bree

Lot 172 Brown Colt Bobbins

Lot 173 Bay Colt Chevron Express

Lot 175 Bay Filly Chiola Belle

Lot 177 Chestnut Colt Focus On Me

AUCKLAND SALE  16th and 17th February

        LOVE YOU        
Lot 83 Bay Colt Broadband

Lot 97 Bay Filly Cyberspace

          ORLANDO VICI
Lot 12  Chestnut Colt Madisonz Luck

HOTTEST BLOODLINES IN THE WORLD

LOVE YOU QUAKER JET DREAM VACATION

SAM BOURBON THE BEST MADRIKREPEAT LOVE

World’s leading sire
NZ Trot sire of year 

Sire of Trotter of 
the Year Monbet,  

Enghien, Habibti etc

Service fee $8000 + GST

Love You’s
Heir Apparent

Already one of France’s
top sires with only
four crops racing

Service fee $5000 + GST

Proven sire
World Wide

Sire of champion  
Stent  with very high 
foals  to winners ratio

Service fee $6000 + GST

Love You’s rising 
siring star full brother 

In demand stallion who  has 
had great results from 

early French crops

Service fee $3500 + GST
Eligible for $500 NZSBA discount

The next French
siring sensation

Royally bred juvenile winner
who stamps his 

precocious progeny

Service fee $3500 + GST
Eligible for $500 NZSBA discount

Already a group
winning sire

 

A top juvenile himself, 
his progeny are showing 

similar abilities early

Service fee $4500 + GST
Eligible for $500 NZSBA discount

HARAS DES TROTTEURS - ACCESS TO THE WORLD’S BEST TROTTING GENETICS, FROZEN SEMEN
PAYABLE ON LIVE FOAL. LIMITED NUMBERS. CONDITIONS APPLY.

www.harasdestrotteurs.com.au
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PAT DRISCOLL (AUS)            61  414 975 376
MICHAEL TAYOR (AUS)            61 410 565 244
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  Frozen POLF

  Frozen POLF
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• American-bred European Group 
1 winning stallion VOLSTEAD

• A serious racehorse who went 
1.51.3 on a 1000m European 
track.

• Winner of the “Little Elitlopp” 
Sweden Cup and 20 races beating 
the likes of Elitloppet winners 
 Ringostarr Treb and Magic To-
night on multiple occasions.

•Outstanding family. Dam by Yan-
kee Glide out of an Armbro Goal 
mare making him ideal for New 
Zealand mares.
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VOLSTEAD  $5000 + GST Pay by March 30 or $6,000 + GST POLF      VICBRED ELIGIBLE.

USED TO ME   $2500 + GST Pay by March 30 or  $3000 + GST POLF  VICBRED ELIGIBLE.

• Victorian-based Group winning French stallion, 
from one of France’s greatest sire producing families.
• Sire of Group One placed 3YO IMSETTOGO, two  
winners, three starters from first crop of FIVE foals.
• Two 2YO trial winners from second crop of just 
FOUR foals
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HOTTEST BLOODLINES IN THE WORLD

LOVE YOU QUAKER JET DREAM VACATION

SAM BOURBON THE BEST MADRIKREPEAT LOVE

World’s leading sire
NZ Trot sire of year 

Sire of Trotter of 
the Year Monbet,  

Enghien, Habibti etc

Service fee $8000 + GST

Love You’s
Heir Apparent

Already one of France’s
top sires with only
four crops racing

Service fee $5000 + GST

Proven sire
World Wide

Sire of champion  
Stent  with very high 
foals  to winners ratio

Service fee $6000 + GST

Love You’s rising 
siring star full brother 

In demand stallion who  has 
had great results from 

early French crops

Service fee $3500 + GST
Eligible for $500 NZSBA discount

The next French
siring sensation

Royally bred juvenile winner
who stamps his 

precocious progeny

Service fee $3500 + GST
Eligible for $500 NZSBA discount

Already a group
winning sire

 

A top juvenile himself, 
his progeny are showing 

similar abilities early

Service fee $4500 + GST
Eligible for $500 NZSBA discount
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GROUP ONE INSURERS

INVEST IN QUALITY

FLYING FIRST CLASS
NZB Airfreight provide a first class service with frequent and 
regular flights that reach all corners of the globe including 
Australia, USA and more. You name the place, we’ll get 
your horse there!

Contact the NZB Insurance team today
www.nzb.co.nz   |   nikki.smart@nzb.co.nz   |   +64 9 298 0055

Contact the NZB Airfreight team today
www.nzb.co.nz   |   sharon.mcdowell@nzb.co.nz   |   +64 9 298 0055

Contact the NZB Finance team today
www.nzb.co.nz   |   eion.fraser@nzb.co.nz   |   +64 9 298 0055 

NZB Finance can help you invest in quality bloodlines with 
our lease-to-purchase facility.  Speak to us about acquiring 
that high quality filly or race mare today and set yourself up 
with a commercial breeding prospect for the future.

NZB Insurance has an established history of protecting 
the interests of major racing and breeding establishments 
domestically and globally. From foals to stallions, we can 
protect your Standardbred racing and breeding investments. Preparer: Brent McIntyre

Macca Lodge, Gore
(03) 202-5506 or 027 752 2284

Lot 138: Get Along
Father Patrick – Moment Of Beauty
Bay Colt

Lot 159: Rose Isle
Pegasus Spur – Aleana
Bay Filly

Lot 172: Luvubob
Love You – Bobbins
Brown Colt

earnings of his nearest rival. Thanks to horses 
like Winterfell, Oscar Bonavena, Majestic Man, 
Majestuoso and Sundees Son. Of the four yearlings 
by MAJESTIC SON, Lot 169 is his star entry, a full 
brother to four times Group One winner King Denny; 
two Harness Jewel’s & two Derbies.

Two close relatives of last season’s Australian star 
3yo Majestuoso are entered for Auckland. Lot 12 an 
ORLANDO VICI colt from the Gr.1 placed Madisonz 
Luck and Lot 128, a PEGASUS SPUR half brother to 
Madisonz Luck. Lot 136 is a PEAK colt from a half 
sister to the Jewel’s winner Prime Power and out of 
that Majestuoso family.

The availability of frozen semen has opened up a 
wider range of trotting stallions. KADABRA is one of 
those newly available, yet he has already sired the 
winners of over US$87million. In Auckland he has  
Lot 80, a half brother to Harness Jewel’s and 
Northern Derby winner Enhance Your Calm and 
three yearlings in Christchurch incl Lot 133, a half 
sister to Resonate and Lot 152, a half brother to 
Heavyweight Hero.

Hambletonian winner TRIXTON has two crops racing 
in North America and has already sired the winners 
of almost US$6million. Lot 135 is a filly from the family 
of Allegro Agitato & Skyvalley and Lots 153 & 174 are a 
filly and colt from the families of Tuhimata Glass and 
I Can Doosit respectively.

A yearling from a mare that can win 9 races 
deserves a mention in any write-up. Lot 147 is a 
son of the Swedish sire SEBASTION K from Phoebe 
Revival.

WARNING: Do your inspections, be ready, only 14 at 
Auckland and then they will be sold in an hour and a 
half Tuesday in Christchurch. Don’t miss out!

Muscle Hill x Aldebaran Alpha 
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GROUP ONE INSURERS

INVEST IN QUALITY

FLYING FIRST CLASS
NZB Airfreight provide a first class service with frequent and 
regular flights that reach all corners of the globe including 
Australia, USA and more. You name the place, we’ll get 
your horse there!

Contact the NZB Insurance team today
www.nzb.co.nz   |   nikki.smart@nzb.co.nz   |   +64 9 298 0055

Contact the NZB Airfreight team today
www.nzb.co.nz   |   sharon.mcdowell@nzb.co.nz   |   +64 9 298 0055

Contact the NZB Finance team today
www.nzb.co.nz   |   eion.fraser@nzb.co.nz   |   +64 9 298 0055 

NZB Finance can help you invest in quality bloodlines with 
our lease-to-purchase facility.  Speak to us about acquiring 
that high quality filly or race mare today and set yourself up 
with a commercial breeding prospect for the future.

NZB Insurance has an established history of protecting 
the interests of major racing and breeding establishments 
domestically and globally. From foals to stallions, we can 
protect your Standardbred racing and breeding investments. 
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Woodlands Stud would like to thank all breeders in 

New Zealand who have supported our Stallion Roster 

in record numbers for the 2019/20 season! 

Without your support we would not be able to bring in 

these world class stallions

Thank YouAUSTRALIAN  
BUYERS:  
A LONG HISTORY

In the last few years Australian Jean Feiss has 
established a major presence at our Yearling

Sales as a fearless buyer of top lots, rarely being 
beaten and often topping the sale.

You might be forgiven for thinking that this is a new 
trend in sales evolution but in fact she is just the 
latest link in a long chain. It goes back to the earliest 
National sales in the 1940’s.

Before the locally based, freewheeling, tax 
energised, big spending syndicates of the 1980’s the 
Yearling Sales were dominated at the top end by big 
spending solo buyers from Australia. When the main 
players missed a sale for any reason, prices slumped 
and vendors preached doom and gloom.

The first big name to hit the headlines was Harry 
Abrahams, a Melbourne businessman who 
established Meadowbrook Stud near that city and 
came over to the early sales to stock it with well bred 
fillies. Through the late 1940’s and through much 
of the 1950’s he was a key buyer. In 1954 he spent 
enough on a sister to dual Auckland Cup winner, 
Soangetaha, to make her the first filly to top the 
National Sales.

The influence of Australian buyers was perfectly 
illustrated that year. Of the 58 lots who actually 
changed hands, the Aussies bought 31 of them,

One of the keys for Abrahams was the coming of 
night trotting to Victoria that boosted the popularity 
of the game almost overnight. He had mixed success 
with his buys. His best bargain here was probably 
buying a non- sale colt, Noble Scott, for a song as a 
stud horse. He recommissioned him as a racehorse 
and won many races and then had full books year 
after year at Meadowbrook.

It turned out that from the few opportunities he had 
had he was also an influential sire here, leaving 
horses like Real Scott who -sensationally then- went 
from maidens to Cup class in 6 months in the early 
1950’s.

Dave McCarthy

Abrahams also bought privately a two-year old sister 
to Highland Fling for significant money. She was not 
a success as with many fillies from this family, but 
some of her daughters bred on well.

In more recent times familiar names like Mick 
Lombardo proved a multi dimensional breeder 
and owner. Unlike many other Australian buyers 
Lombardo had extensive breeding interests of his 
own in Perth and Victoria.

At one stage, owning over 100 mares, and usually 
selling the colts he bred. Of the 1440 foals bred on 
his own account, nearly 70 percent raced and close 
to 50 percent won. They included Tailormade Lombo 
and Lombo Pocket Watch, two of the more famous 
Australian pacing products . Mick ended up with 
an Order of Australia for his contribution to harness 
racing.In New Zealand he struck up a successful link 
with Roydon Lodge and was a major sales customer 
here for many years. One of his biggest was talking 
Fred Fletcher into selling him Morgan James who 
went on to win over $600,000.

There have been a number of other “lynch pin” 
Australian bidders over the years. The best known, 
and ironically probably overall the least successful, 
was colourful Jack Honan from New South Wales 
whose presence at any New Zealand sale struck fear 
in the hearts of bidding rivals.

He followed the lead of his childhood friend and 
business associate Bob Ingham, of the famed 
chicken family, who bought up to 9 or 10 yearlings a 
year in this country usually at top prices.

Honan made his fortune in flour milling with one of 
the biggest setups in Australia. For his Killarney Stud 
he bought the second highest lot of the 1972 sale, 
the top lot going at  $9500 - a filly by Thurber Frost 
from the brilliant racemare Arania, knocked down 
to Marty Tannenbaum of Yonkers Raceway. Honan’s 
$6200 Lordship colt was not a success.

Among his later feats was buying the first $100,000 
yearling here and he did it in just two bids. At the 
1986 Northern Sale he opened the bidding at 
$100,000 for a Smooth Fella colt, McCoy.

John Curtin, the caller of many bigger bids in later 
years, tried to counter but Honan then called

$120,000 and that was that. The previous highest sale 
at Claudelands had been $21,000.

Back in 1979 he had topped the sale with a filly, 
a rare occurrence then, with one $25,000 bid on 
Winning Lass a sister to Wee Win. He topped the sale 
again with a half-brother Jaymax two years later 
and developed a major liking for the stock of the 
broodmare gem, Sakuntala, whose offspring topped 
at least four national sales
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Bettor’s Delight’s Fastest All-Age Son
North American 3YO Pacing Colt of the Year

Still the Fastest 3YO in History on a Half-Mile Track
Winning The Little Brown Jug in a World Record 1:49h

Still the Fastest 3YO Ever at a Mile in a World Record 1:47.2f
Over a Five-Eighths Mile Track

Winner of 14 Consecutive Races at 3 with 10 Victories From 1:47.2 – 1:50
Winner of the $1 Million North America Cup (1:47.4), The Little Brown Jug 

in Straight Heats (1:50.4h - 1:49h), Battle of Brandywine (1:47.2f), etc.

Advertised Fee: $10,000 + GST

Early Booking Fee: $7,500 + GST
Frozen Semen

No payment until April 1, 2020

$500.00 Frozen Semen Cash Bonus 
Paid to Breeders of a Live 
Betting Line Foal in 2020
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Tuapeka Road topped the 1977 sale (biggest winning 
stake $1200) and in 1985 Honan, claiming to be an 
agent this time, went to $81,000 for Tuapeka Direct 
(biggest winning stake $3675).

Earlier he had had success with My Glengower, a 
$27,000 sale topper in 1982 who won $40,000 in a 
brief career including a good three year old race in 
Sydney. Gamblin Fella

was among other high-priced lots Honan signed for. 
He was partial to the stock of Smooth Fella and Out 
to Win but had perhaps most success with Ardstraw, 
a Jersey Hanover gelding who was a top free- for- 
aller in Australia. He was driven in one win by Mark 
Purdon.

“He was a lovely horse but he had navicular disease 
and had a lot of trouble with his feet so we never saw 
the best of him” Mark recalledThe inimitable Honan 
in one of his colourful interviews maintained that 
“I noticed this little horse in the yard and he looked 
bloody miserable.”

He said he was not into celebrating before or after 
the races.

“I was brought up to look after the horses first, then 
the dogs and then the chickens. “I am not into this for 
winning money” he once said of his racing interests “I 
just want to keep improving the breed.”

Jean Feiss, the Howlett’s, Emilio Rosati, Albert 
Walmsley and now a younger brigade are continuing 
a long list of Australian boosters of the New Zealand 
breeding industry.

1985 National Sales Tuapeka Direct with left to right Jack Honan puchaser Cliff Cummings vendor Tuapeka Lodge and Paul Davies 
auctioneer
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MUSCLE HILL 
FILLY CARRIES 
HIGH HOPES FOR 
MACKINNON

Next month’s Karaka yearling sale will signal the first 
venture in to the sale ring as vendors for father and 
son partnership, Jamie and Jack MacKinnon.

It wasn’t the route they had planned, but a stretch 
of misfortune, coupled with a change of plans after 
Jack relocated to Australia, has seen them arrive at 
this juncture.

“Originally, before Jack got offered a position with 
Yabby Dam Farms in Victoria, we had planned to set 
up our own boutique breeding operation,” said Jamie 
MacKinnon.

“We brought a property in Tuakau and planned to 
just breed the trotters.

“We felt there was more potential in the trotting gait; 
Jack liked training them and you can virtually race 
them week-in, week-out.

“Jack kicked off in the sport with Paul Nairn, and also 
had a lot to do with Bernie Hackett and Michelle 
Wallis, so he had the right grounding for it.”

So they set about acquiring “some nice fillies and 
mares with a view to racing and then breeding” back 
in 2014.

“First up was Very Persuasive, a good mare that won 
seven races, and one that Jack had driven.

“Then we bought Whitney as a claimer because we 
always liked her.

“She’d won the Group 2 Northern Breeders Stakes 
here prior to heading off to Australia to race.

“Evidently she didn’t settle over there, so they 
brought her home and raced her as a claimer down 
south.

“Then she came up to Auckland got a stone bruise 
after one start so I rung (owner/trainer) Billy Heads 
to see if he would still sell her at the claiming price of 
$10,000.

Garrick Knight

“He was happy with that and a deal was done.”

Jack took over the training Whitney, based at his 
employer Robert Dunn’s in Pukekohe, and she went 
on to record 15 minor placings for them, including a 
couple at Group level.

“When we bought her, she was in open class, but by 
the time we retired her, she was one start away from 
dropping back to C2,” explained Jack.

“That was back when you dropped a grade after 10 
races without winning, the old system.

“But she still more than paid her way and was a very 
consistent horse at Auckland, and this was before the 
stakes went right up.”

Soon after Whitney retired, Jack took his training 
licence out for a horse the MacKinnons had 
purchased as a yearling alongside good friend, Ray 
Thomson.

Named Kissmeimloaded, she would go on to promise 
the world but have her career cut criminally short by 
soundness issues.

“She’s the best trotter I’ve ever owned, and I’ve had 
some nice ones,” said Jamie.

“She’s a half to Yagunnakissmeornot and was bred 
by Tony Parker.

“Barry Purdon had her initially but didn’t seem to get 
on with her that well.

“It wasn’t really going anywhere and and one day he 
rung and said he thought it would be a good idea for 
Jack to train her.

“She had the ability but just wasn’t suited to a stable 
the size of Barry’s.”

After some time with Jack she eventually went to the 
workouts and qualified 17 seconds under time at 
Pukekohe.

Unfortunately, she had a rapidly degenerating 
ligament issue in a foot and they knew her time as a 
racehorse was going to be short.

So after a debut defeat where she galloped on the 
final bend when having the race shot to bits – “she 
went back to last and still got up for fourth down the 
straight” – it was off to Auckland for the inaugural 
running of the North Island Trotting Oaks.

“She won that and trotted a lot better, but after only 
two starts she started getting worse and worse,” said 
Jack.

“In her near hind foot she had no cartilage on one 
side of her pedal bone so it was basically just a 
constant battle to try and keep her sound.
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“Unfortunately the Oaks didn’t have Group 3 status, 
even though it was worth $25,000, because it was 
the first running of the race.”        

She was soon retired after a crack at the 2017 
Ashburton Jewels, becoming the third member of the 
MacKinnon broodmare band.

It was about now their plans started to change.

Firstly, a conscious decision was made to base the 
mares at a full-time breeding farm and, secondly, 
Jack got a job offer he simply could not refuse.

“Ken Breckon is a good friend of mine and we 
decided that, with all the experts they have at 
Breckon Farms, it made sense for now to have the 
mares down there for the time being,” said Jamie.

Then early last year, Jack got an offer of a dream 
job, working for master horseman Anton Golino at 
the plush and well-appointed Yabby Dam Farms 
property in Victoria.

“Anton is completely different to anyone I’ve ever 
worked for,” said Jack.

“They’re good to me and I’m really enjoying it.

“We have 70 or 80 in work and they are all the best-
bred horses you could imagine, mostly trotters.

“The only problem is the heat. I can’t handle it at all 
and I’ve been known to jump in the horse pool a few 
times.

“And I can tell you that it is not clean water.”

Results in the broodmare barn have been pretty 
disappointing until now, next month’s sale entrant 
Hill Of Grace the clear exception.

She’s a daughter of Whitney and in-demand super 
sire, Muscle Hill, and it’s fair to say the MacKinnon’s 
have high hopes for her in the sale ring

“Whitney went to Muscle Mass first and missed, then 
went to Muscle Hill and we got this filly.

“She was in foal to What the Hill and then we got the 
news through that it was a fake pregnancy.

“Nigel Fahy rung and said this mare has been having 
us on because even though she looks pregnant, she’s 
not.

“So we got a free return and she clicked immediately 
with him, but we lost that foal too.”

Kissmeimloaded went to Father Patrick for her first 
meeting and successfully foaled a healthy filly, but 
she’s just slipped after getting in foal to Tactical 
Landing.

Very Persuasive went to Breckon Farms in foal to 
Muscle Mass and had “a lovely colt, but he only 
lasted about a month”.

“He got some sort of virus and went downhill very 
quickly.

“This past season she left a filly by Majestic Son and 
is now back in foal to him.”

So you can see why it’s been a bit of a mixed bag 
and they are hanging their hat on Hill Of Grace to 
restore some confidence to them.

“We probably wouldn’t have sold her but there are 
just so many costs around when you’re breeding.

“And we’ve not had a lot coming in so decided we 
might sell her and get some money going the other 
way instead.”

Hill Of Grace is “an outstanding type” and they are 
hoping that that fact, combined with the Muscle Hill 
factor and that Whitney is a recent and prominent 
racemare, will over-ride a slightly weaker maternal 
pedigree page.

They’ve since added a fourth filly, named Katie Mac, 
and she’s a three-year-old full sister to one-time 
Australasian mile record-holder, Flying Isa.

Jack was actually back in New Zealand this past 
weekend catching up with family and friends and 
took the time to bowl her around at Pukekohe.

“Dave and Clare McGowan have been educating 
her for us.

“Jack said she’s got a big motor, she’s just six months 
away from it, so we’ll send her to Australia now and 
he can train her over there.”

Muscle Hill x Whitney (Filly)
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2020 National Yearling Sale Christchurch Draft
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Inspection
of yearlings
is welcome.

They can be viewed
at Nevele R Stud,

Springs Road, Prebbleton 

Please phone Zane Gregg
on 0274 442 854 to arrange

a suitable time.

Photos can be viewed at www.nzbstandardbred.co.nz & www.spreydonlodge.co.nz from early Feb.

Lot 179 Franco Hippie    (Father Patrick - Hot Pants colt)
Out of an Oaks placed, NZ record setting mare, by America’s most exciting young 
trotting stallion and the sire of 2019 US 3YO Trotting Colt of the Year Greenshoe. 

Lot 190 Franco Louis    (Bettor’s Delight - Larissa’s Desire colt)
A ¾ brother to Group 1 winners Jack’s Legend and Joanne’s A Delight.

Lot 205 Franco Mac    (Bettor’s Delight - MacFire colt)
Out of an Oaks placed mare from a prolific family that includes Group 1 winner 
Sparks A Flyin, $960,000+ earner Bettor’s Fire & sub 1:50 performer My Alpha Rock.

Lot 224 Nirvana Franco    (Bettor’s Delight - Nearea Franco filly)
Dam a two-time NZ Aged Pacing Mare of the Year. A ½ sister to triple Group 1 
winner and multiple US Grand Circuit victor Nike Franco.

Lot 237 Fernleigh Blackbird    (He’s Watching - New Revenue filly)
By a US 2YO Pacing Colt of the Year and multiple world record holder, out of a 
6-win 1:56.4 mare. Family of multiple Group 1 winner Franco Nelson.

Lot 252 Netherton Franco    (Always B Miki - Nyree Franco filly)
By the co-fastest pacer of all time and the leading first season sire at the 2019 US 
Yearling Sales, out of a winning daughter of a 2x NZ Aged Pacing Mare of the Year.

Lot 279 Franco Lomu    (Art Major - The Legend colt)
By a champion juvenile sire, out of a ½ sister to two-time AUS Breeders Crown 
champion and multiple US Grand Circuit winner Bit Of A Legend.

Lot 311 Franco Archie    (A Rocknroll Dance - After Party colt)
The first foal out of a full sister to Group 1 winner Democrat Party. 
The pedigree page features 5 individual Group 1 winners.

Lot 385 Franco Indie
 (Always B Miki - Idancedwithcullen colt)

From the first crop of the 2016 US Horse of the Year
and the only pacer to record 4 1:47 or faster wins.
Dam a sister to $100,000+ earners
Waltzing With Cullen & Nureyev.

Protect your 
investment with 
horse insurance

Call our specialist 
bloodstock team today

Lara Bowyer | 027 296 5837 
Carlene Jones | 021 750 912

bloodstock@crombielockwood.co.nz

Our specialist bloodstock insurance specialists know how to help when it comes 
to insuring your harness racers. With years of experience and a passion for the 
equine industry, they offer support and advice that goes beyond a standard 
insurance policy.

Crombie Lockwood have proudly supported the standardbred industry for over 
20 years. We can provide the right policy for both your racehorses and breeding 
stock. For those that have numerous horses, we can offer stable discounts.

C
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A

CL455A CLMB bloodstock ad A4V V2.indd   1 23/01/20   3:29 PM
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INDUSTRY NEWS

RACING INDUSTRY BILL

Following the Messara Review government passed 
the Racing Reform Act 2019 as the first phase of 
industry change. It established the Racing Industry 
Transition Agency (RITA) to implement the changes.

The detailed changes are now in the Racing Industry 
Bill prepared by the Department of Internal Affairs 
for government in consultation with RITA. You can 
find the 88 page bill at Parliaments website 
www.legislation.govt.nz 

The beginning of the Bill has the usual plain English 
description of each clause and section.

RITA has also produced a commentary on the bill 
which is available on its website https://www.rita.org.
nz/racing-reform-update-6-chair-dean-mckenzie 

RITA’s detailed analysis on the bill’s venue proposals 
on its website www.rita.org.nz

Of significant concern to HRNZ, which is also on that 
website, working closely with the two other codes, 
are:

• The proposal to vest ownership of all intellectual 
property in racing in the TAB, and not the codes – 
this is contrary to Messara’s view and the concept of 
the codes having greater control;

• The ability of the TAB to partner, JV or outsource 
in an increasingly competitive and sophisticated 
wagering market all being subject to ministerial 
approval;

• The establishment of the Racing Integrity Board – 
merging the RIU and JCA;

• Some of the details around disposal of venues and 
associated assets;

• The ability for the TAB to create new revenue 
streams – the bill limits the TAB to wagering racing 
and sports. This is very restrictive given what its 
competitors can take bets on.

John Mooney | Brad Reid

NZSBA Submission

NZ Standardbred Breeders Assn will make a 
submission on the bill. Breeders are invited to write 
to Brad Reid brad@thebreeders.co.nz by 4 February 
2020 with views that you would like considered for 
our submission.

General Policy Statement for the Bill

In April 2018, the Minister for Racing commissioned 
an expert, Mr John Messara, to assess the state of the 
New Zealand racing industry. The Review of the New 
Zealand Racing Industry confirmed that the industry 
was in decline and that, without intervention, it was 
at risk of suffering irreparable damage.

This intervention began with the Racing Reform 
Act 2019, the first phase of a stepped change to 
the industry. The Racing Reform Act amended the 
Racing Act 2003 and the Gaming Duties Act 1971 to 
bring into effect a period of transition and various 
measures to increase the financial sustainability of 
the industry.

To realise the full benefits of these reforms, further 
legislative change is required. This Bill finalises the 
post-transition governance structure of the racing 
industry, creates a legislative framework to enable 
property to better benefit the racing industry, and 
enables new ways of seeking approval for betting 
products.

Given the extent of the reforms, the Bill creates a 
new Racing Industry Act that amalgamates the 
existing provisions from the Racing Act 2003, with 
policy decisions agreed by Cabinet in November 
2019. The new Act will have a refreshed purpose that 
includes a focus on minimising harm from gambling 
and will provide a high-level overview of the industry 
that recognises the industry’s pivot to a more 
commercial orientation.

Governance of racing industry

The Bill provides the post-transitional governance 
structure of the racing industry, with the creation 
of TAB NZ as the sole betting provider for racing 
and sports. The Bill empowers the 3 racing codes 
(Thoroughbred Racing New Zealand Incorporated, 
Harness Racing New Zealand Incorporated and 
New Zealand Greyhound Racing Association 
Incorporated) to effectively govern their respective 
industries and networks of clubs and venues, as it 
devolves the high-level racing functions, held by 
the Racing Industry Transition Agency and the New 
Zealand Racing Board previously, to the codes. 
These changes are intended to provide the industry 
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with independence from the Government. However, 
the Bill includes the ability for the Minister for Racing 
to intervene if required.

The Bill establishes the Racing Integrity Board (RIB) 
as an entity independent from the racing codes that 
is responsible for all integrity functions and oversees 
a compliance arm and an adjudicative arm that 
operate independently of each other. The functions 
and powers of the RIB recognise that a sound 
integrity system and strong animal welfare protocols 
are fundamental to the sustainability of racing and 
betting, and the wider community’s support for the 
industry.

Property of racing clubs

The Bill introduces a suite of changes that will resolve 
historic property issues that have contributed to 
the decline of the industry. Two property objectives 
are introduced to guide decision making: the 
value of racing property should be retained in the 
industry, and the value of racing property should be 
used for maximum industry benefit. Two statutory 
provisions are introduced to support negotiations 
between clubs and codes on the utilisation of surplus 
venues. The Bill also introduces, as a backstop, a 
statutory decision-making process for the Minister 
for Racing to recommend an Order in Council to 
transfer property to the code. Provision is made for 
payments to the club and community, where these 
are warranted.

Betting

The Bill introduces an approval mechanism to enable 
consideration of new racing and sports betting 
products, which to date has required legislative 
change. This change will support opportunities to 
increase revenue for the racing industry and support 
its financial sustainability. The Bill will allow TAB NZ to 
seek agreement from an independent body to new 
betting rules, requiring that harm minimisation is 
prioritised in any application for a new betting rule.

The Bill introduces a focus on preventing and 
minimising gambling harm in the purpose statement 
of the Bill, to recognise the risks associated with new 
betting products. The Bill also provides TAB NZ with 
exclusive rights to the racing industry’s intellectual 
property used in racing betting and broadcast 
products in the Australian and New Zealand market.

REGISTRATION, NAMING, DEREGISTRATION AND 
NOTIFICATION OF SURGERIES

The HRNZ Board has approved the new rules and 
regulations relating to the above. 

Foals may be registered and named later. The 
standard registration fee of $195 applies up to 1 April 
with penalties applying after that.

Owner must notify HRNZ within five working days 
when a horse:

 a. is retired from racing and not retained for  
 breeding

 b. is retired from racing and breeding

 c. in the case of a broodmare is retired from  
 breeding

 d. in the case of a stallion standing at stud is  
 retired from service

 e. dies.

The Board has also introduced a new rule requiring 
notification to HRNZ as soon a practicable of:

 • Caslicks in a mare

 • Upper respiratory tract surgery including:

  o laryngeal hemiplegia (tie   
  backs, Hobday (ventriculectomy   
  or cordectomy), nerve transplants,  
  prosthetic laryngoplasty);

  o soft palate surgery (Tie forward,  
  dorsal displacement soft palate  
  surgery, soft palate cautery);

  o epiglottic surgery. 

 • Bone fracture surgery including Tarsus,  
 carpus, Pl, PII, and PIii. 

 • Surgery on bone cysts.

 • Surgery on joints including removal of chips  
 and screwing slab fractures.

 • Surgery on any tendon or a suspensory.

 • Injection of stem cells into any tendon or a  
 suspensory.

 • Stab incisions of or splitting of any tendon  
 or suspensory.

 This rule does NOT apply for stallions and  
 mares used solely for breeding.

New forms will be on the HRNZ website shortly.
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Our investors are earning a passive income of over $120,000 PA
with property investment.

Our system works!
Find out more at www.pinz.co.nz

PINZ: INVESTING IN PROPERTY  
MADE EASY
Property Investors New Zealand is a simple way for 
people to make money investing in property.

Breeding Matters spoke with Craig Douglas who 
created PINZ a new associate of The Breeders.

BM: Craig lets start with a little bit about your 
background?

CD: I worked in the event management business for 
25 years hosting a wide range of events here in NZ 
and Australia. I owned the rights to the International 
Rodeo held in Christchurch in Cup Week and other 
places, earlier there was motor cross events and later 
on the very exciting and bruising ice hockey contests 
between the USA and Canada.  What was funny about 
the ice hockey was that people thought that ice hockey 
was ‘soft’ being way down here in Australia and New 
Zealand. Let me tell you it was very serious: the teams 
had to stay at different hotels!

BM: I see from your shirt you are Douglas Projects … 
how does PINZ fit in and what is PINZ?

CD: In 2015 my wife and I decided on a bit of a change 
and we moved out of event management and we 
started to increase our own property portfolio.  We 
started DP homes to help people get into their first 
home and over the last 13 or so years have done that 
very successfully building around 12 builds per year.

In 2019 I decided to take the formula I had created 
to the next stage by helping investors make money 
through property just as I had done over the last 13 
years.  David Blake an old friend for around 30 years 
came back to Christchurch from Auckland with a very 
strong marketing background so I employed him 
immediately to market the concept. I called the new 
division Property Investors New Zealand or PINZ for 
short.  We expanded rapidly thanks to Dave’s marketing 
expertise and today we have 47 projects under way 
with around 26 in construction.

BM: What is your formulae and why do people like it?

CD: Many reasons but the primary one is I work on 
developing a great relationship with our clients. We 
could build for anyone who had the money, but we 
don’t, it is that simple.

Our clients are dealing with a building company, not 
investing in property though an agency.

Our clients own the property and the house. We are 
their builders.  We build at cost. No mark-ups. We are 
totally transparent about all costs and the project.

Our builds include everything including landscaping, 
legal fees, interest costs and marketing for sale. We 
leave nothing to chance.

When the build is completed our clients sell it and 
the net return is split 70 : 30 in favour of our client. 
Alternatively, the property may be rented where the 
returns can be cash positive.

BM: What gives you a thrill about this business?

CD: Happy investor clients after a build.   Seeing young 
people, and some older buying into a nice home at an 
affordable price in good communities.

BM: Why Rolleston and Lincoln?

CD: Very simple, it is our backyard. We live in Lincoln, 
we know the district and love it. Rolleston is one of 
the fastest growing residential and industrial areas in 
the country. It is booming and there is no reason why 
growth will not continue, especially with the extension 
to the Southern Motorway due to open mid year.

CD: Craig, what is the basic formula for an investor 
with PINZ?

CD: PINZ works closely with partner organisations to 
ensure we offer a complete process which includes 
financial and tax advice through Taurus Accountants, 
finance for the build through Assets Loans and 
Mortgages, the sale of the property through Harcourts 
and rental appraisals and advice through Quinovic.  I 
guess PINZ is really a portal that allows investors to get 
everything they need to create a successful property 
investment strategy with minimal effort.

BM: So how much would someone need to invest?

CD: Because these are new builds investors only need 
a 20% deposit to be involved and most of our projects 
range from around $450,000 for a 3 bed build to 
around $650,000 for our new house and attached flat 
projects that are proving very popular.  

BM: So why should people use PINZ… why don’t they 
just do this themselves?

CD: They can and lots of people do… but for lots of 
people who don’t have the time or experience to 
research projects we offer a great service.  It is always 
better working with someone who knows the industry 
well.  For example, I don’t know much about horses and 
if I was to buy one it would be a tremendous advantage 
if I could partner with someone who knew a lot about 
horses… as we all know you don’t know what you don’t 
know.

BM: What type of person is your typical investor?

CD: Most of our clients are from outside Christchurch, 
typically from Auckland, Wellington and Tauranga 
where building a 4 bedroom brand new home will often 



Our investors are earning a passive income of over $120,000 PA
with property investment.

Our system works!
Find out more at www.pinz.co.nz

cost a million dollars plus.  Being able to secure a brand 
new home for under $500,000 that could be sold or 
rented is just a no brainer for these people,  We are the 
perfect solution as we are based here and effectively 
manage their interests for them.

BM: In one sentence what is the best advice you would 
give to an investor?

CD: My nature is to be risk averse.  I built my business 
by sticking to builds in Selwyn as I know the area and 
market well.  I know a good section when I see it. I know 
the profit I can make by building a spec home on the 
site.  These opportunities I pass on to my investor clients 
ensuring we stick to the proven formula.

BM: That is more than one sentence… but still a good 
effort!  So what is this winning formula to build wealth 
through property?

CD: To sell what you have to and keep what you can!  
That has what has worked for me and the strategy I 
suggest for my clients.  Most clients tend to build and 
flip for a couple of projects and then look to hold and 
rent the rest.  

BM: What is the return for the client?

CD: Experience to date shows that a profit of $80,000 to 
$100,000 can be expected. As our clients are doing this 
to make a profit their share of the return will be taxable 
income. 

We work with a small client base and many of our 
investors return to build another house or several of 
them.

BM: Where are the risks?

CD: We minimise the risks for the client.  Firstly, the 
client owns the land and the build. Secondly, we are 
massive on employing the best sub-contractors. We 
enforce quality standards. Thirdly, we are tight on costs 
with significant buying power for supplies. Finally as I 
have said we are totally transparent on all costs.  

BM: Craig, what keeps you going outside of managing 
these builds?

CD: My 14 year old son Jacob is competing in Europe. 
Picked from the best 12-14-year-old drivers from more 
than 40 countries, Jacob went to Europe in May after 
being NZ two-time champion, and a win in Thailand. He 
was the first Kiwi to make the cut for the Karting Trophy 
academy series in Italy and Germany. He is also the 
European champion.

[Editor note: Karting is the launch pad for many of 
the world’s best, including Kiwi Scott Dixon and Lewis 
Hamilton, whose feats Jacob is looking to replicate.]

BM: So what is on the horizon?

CD: We like to examine the market and follow trends 
that are working well.  I have just started experimenting 
with a house and attached flat project in the region and 
the rental yields are extremely exciting.  Add to that that 
the Christchurch population is becoming increasingly 
multicultural and I think these new developments will be 
a huge win for our investors!



Forage feed is the most essential part of any 
equine diet and needs to be the foundation 
ingredient in every horse’s meal, everyday.  
When you feed your horse Fiber Fresh, you can  
be assured that you are giving them the very  
best for optimal health and performance.

For advice, or to find out more about Fiber Fresh’s 
range of products, contact your local area 
consultant.

Available from your nearest rural or  
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The party’s just beginning for the owners and groupies of Northview Hustler after his win in the Spring Cup at Auckland. 
 

Owners John and Lynne Street 

It’s no surprise the 
winners’ circle at 
Alexandra Park is 
usually packed when 
Lincoln Farms’ green 
silks flash across the 
line first. 
The throngs of owners 
are a testament to 
Lincoln Farms’ owners 
John and Lynne Street 
and their one-of-a-kind 
partnerships which are 
bringing the joy of 
racing horses to a 
whole new audience. 
Racing is littered with 
the rich and famous 
who have thrived on the 
public exposure of 
owning big race 
winners. But while the 
glory seekers come and 
go there have been few, 
if any, who have made 
it their business to 
share the joy with 
others like the Streets. 
The Auckland couple, 
previous HRNZ Owners 
of the Year, have won 
hundreds of races and 
millions of dollars in 
stakes since 1987 but 
these days get their 
biggest thrills from 
seeing people who 
could never afford to 
race a horse by 
themselves experience 
the excitement. 
In a partnership scheme 
unique worldwide, 
Lincoln Farms reduces 
the risks by not putting 
people into a horse until 
experienced trainer Ray 
Green knows it is good 
enough to win a race. 
 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE  
Partnerships carry a money back guarantee, or the option of taking 
a share in another horse if it fails or is sold. Lincoln Farms also fixes 
costs, the Streets themselves bearing the myriad of expenses that 
go with racing horses, like vets, blacksmith and transport bills.  
AUSTRALIAN ARM  
Lincoln Farms now races in Australia to take advantage of the 
better handicapping system and to maximise earnings. This year it 
has had 32 wins, Make Way leading the charge in Sydney with 
Sonya Smith and Anthony Butt and Northview Hustler and Trojan 
Banner featuring among the 24 wins Al Barnes has had in Brisbane.  
LEADING OWNERS  
Two of Australia’s biggest owners have also recognised the skills of 
trainer Ray Green and the superior facilities at Lincoln Farms’ 24 ha 
property. Green now prepares multiple horses for Melbourne’s 
Merv and Meg Butterworth and Sydney’s Emilio and Mary Rosati.  
STRIKE RATE STALLION  
Lincoln Farms’ Auckland Cup winner Sir Lincoln now stands at 
Alabar Stud and last season left 22 winners of 36 races from just 50 
starters, stats which put him right up with the best.  
GOLD STANDARD WEBSITE  
Lincoln Farms also prides itself on having the best website in the 
country, providing unsurpassed communication with its owners and 
followers through daily story updates on its people and horses. 
 
 
 
 
  

BEST RECENT PARTNERSHIPS  
Northview Hustler ……… $180,571 
Vasari ……………….……. $150,341 
Make Way …………..…… $105,854 
Trojan Banner ………..…. $44,820 
Sir Tiger ………………….. $35,446 
Double Or Nothing ……... $32,360 
Tommy Lincoln …………. $25,815 
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BREEDERS CROWN 
 
 

Yearlings offered  
in current sales catalogues as  
‘Aust Breeders Crown’  

eligible can race as 2YOs & 3YOs in the 
 

Australasian Breeders Crown – Series 24* 
 

Heats, Semi-Finals & Finals will be held in Victoria. 
 

At the 2019 Australasian Breeders Crown  
the following prizemoney applied to the rich Saturday night finals:  

 

Age Pacers Trotters 
   

2YO $300,000 $100,000 
   

3YO $200,000 $80,000 
   

 
 

Applicable Futurity Fees  
Please note all fees are approximate due to currency conversion rate changes.  

 
30 June, 2020  
Yearling (NZ$290) or Series Nomination (NZ$810) 

 
1 December, 2020  
2YO Age Acceptance (AU$451)  
(Not payable if Series Nomination was paid as a yearling) 

 
1 December, 2021  
3YO Age Acceptance (AU$451)  
(Not payable if Series Nomination was paid as a yearling)  

 
 
 
 
 
 

*Subject to the payment of relevant futurity fees.  
Visit www.hrvfuturities.com.au for details.  
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YEARLING  
BREAKER ABOUT 
TO BE BUSY
When Temporale shot to prominence with his Rowe Cup 
win as a four-year-old, trainer Tony Herlihy was quick to 
credit the man that broke him in.

Kerry O’Reilly has since broken in “one trotter a year for 
him since Temporale”, including the last season’s 2YO 
Ruby winner, Bolt For Brilliance.

“I’ve known Tony since years ago,” he said. 

“I guess the connection came through Maurie 
McKendry, who is my best mate and comes home 
often.”

O’Reilly is one of the five brothers that hail from 
Ashburton, all accomplished horsemen in their own 
right.

Kerry has preferred to apply his skills to farrier work and 
breaking/pre-training so is probably not as well-known 
as his brothers Patrick, Leo and Gerard.

“I don’t do much farrier work anymore; really only my 
brother’s.

“I used to be full time and do all the big stables around 
Mid Canterbury – Doody and Kevin Townley, John 
Lischner, Brian Saunders, Dick Prendergast.

“It was pretty full on, but as you get older and your body 
breaks down a bit, something has to give.”

So now O’Reilly just trains his own horses - though he 
only has the one at present – and does breaking in on a 
small scale for certain friends and clients.

“I’ve always liked the young horses and try and go 
along quietly with them.

“You are setting them up to succeed, not fail, so you 
have to be patient and do it right.”

Temporale stands out as the best horse he broke in, but 
there are plenty of other nice ones to have learnt the 
ropes with him.

“I used to do all the Neumann’s horses for Patrick, and 
Pat Driscoll’s too before he moved his operation to 
Australia.

“Kincaslough and Ballyronan were two of his that stood 
out.

“I used to do a lot for Brian West and Paramount 
Queen is one that stood out, along with 
Superbowlcheerleader.”

Asked the most difficult he ever broke in, his reply was 
quick, identifying a current promising three-year-old.

Garrick Knight

“Skippys Delight. He was very hard work.

“Mark Smolenski gave up on him so I was entrusted 
with the task.

“He was really, really dangerously tough to get going. 
But we got there.

“I’ve actually just finished with a full sister and she’s 
heading up to Benny Hill’s on Friday.”

Some horses are a dream to break in and he just knows 
they’ve got the goods.

“Bolt For Brilliance just had that way about him – he got 
over the ground so well. It was all so easy for him.

“Temporale wasn’t as natural. With him it was more 
about trying to keep him calm – any little bit of noise 
would set him off.

“Eventually he got better though.”

Last year O’Reilly was tasked by Herlihy with breaking 
in a Muscle Hill filly and she’s only just gone north after 
having a setback.

“She is quite a leggy filly that had a few growing pains.”

O’Reilly and wife Bev take great delight in following 
the race track deeds of horses they have handled as 
youngsters.

“We had a great run last week

“Watch Me Now was impressive down south and Look 
Sharp won for Gerard.

“Bolt For Brilliance won at Auckland and then 
Temporale won the Dullard Cup.

“We just love watching them and get a thrill when they 
win.”

It will all start over again in late February when O’Reilly 
is sent a cluster of yearlings post-sale to be broken in.

He likes the ones from the sale because they have the 
advantage of having been handled already.

“Little things like being washed with a hose and having 
a cover on, this can all take time for them to learn and 
get used to.

“So when they’ve already had that, it makes things a 
little bit easier.

“Most of them will stay here right through winter before 
they go to their trainers.

“It will usually take four to six weeks to break one in, 
then they’ll have a break before another wee prep 
around May, June or July.

“Then I’ll give them two months off through the coldest 
months of winter before another wee go in Spring.

“Then, if they’re sound and healthy, they’ll be sent on 
their way.”
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THE LITTLE GIRLS (AND GUYS) - 
NORTH ISLAND

SANDRA AND JOHN TAYLOR

Georgias Bettors (Lot 113, colt) 
Bettor’s Delight – Georgia Brooke

John Mooney

Sandra and John Taylor are retired in Cambridge 
after selling their larger property a decade ago. The 
death of their granddaughter Georgia forced them 
to reassess what they were doing and why. With a 
thoroughbred background John wanted to stay in 
horses and he thought a standardbred might be a 
good option.

A call to Cambridge Raceway 12 years ago 
bought an introduction and association with Sean 
McCaffery, one that continues today with John 
working for Sean in the mornings.

“We wanted a filly to bred from.  We could not find 
one at the 2009 Auckland sale so Sean went to 
Christchurch.  We purchased Georgia Brooke ( 2007, 
Christian Cullen – Galleons Cheer) and here we are 
breeding. I just loved the pedigree, said John.

He loved the pedigree with good reason and 
foresight. What’s not to like having two NZ Oaks 
winners (Cheer The Lady and Spanish Armada) list 
under the second dam!

“She was lightly raced due to injuries here and 
there and finally a suspensory ended any racing 
prospects.

ROSEMARY AND BRIAN TIMS

Run Forest Run  (Lot 12, colt) 
Orlando Vici – Madisonz Luck

Hughie Wallace (Lot 128, colt) 
Pegasus Spur – Howz Lucky

“Her first foal, Georgias Belle, was small and we 
leased her to Alabar who have bred her twice with 
Tom Kilkelly owning the first foal. The next was an Art 
Major colt sold to Nigel McGrath for $56,000. He has 
raced for a couple of wins and four placings. The Art 
Major filly was sold to Perth.

“This is a very athletic colt with no faults.  I took him 
to the weanling sale but he did not reach my reserve, 
although some fella turned up a few weeks later with 
an offer, but no money!”

Georgias Bettors, Lot 113, Bettor’s Delight - Georgia Brooke

Run Forest Run, Lot 12, Orlando Vici - Madisonz Luck

How good is Howz Lucky (1998 – Sundon -Great 
Memories) the TIms’ foundation mare.  Eleven foals, 
nine to the races and eight winners.  Eight Jewels 
starters, definitely a record. Her progeny includes 
Di’z Luck, Tuiz Luck and Madisonz Luck. 
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TRACEY ROFF AND BRETT MARSHALL

Whitfield (Lot 73, colt) 
Sportswriter- Anarchy

Brett and Tracey breed one mare, Anarchy (2003 
Holmes Hanover – Honey Trap). At the Auckland sale 
they are offering a full brother to the very talented 
pacer Whittaker, previously called Tadpole’s Legacy.

Jointly bred with Anne and Frank Cooney Whittaker 
was purchased by Nigel McGrath for $20,000 and 
then on-sold to Mark Jones’ client Greg Brodie.  
Brodie chose the name of his Sportswriter-sired 

Whitfield, Lot 73, Sportswriter - Anarchy

And, then quite remarkably the only progeny to the 
races that did not win, Rosemaryz Luck (Monarchy) 
produces Majestuoso (Majestic Son) for breeders 
Alabar to win the Victoria Trotting Derby (Group 1).

The TIms’ breed descends from the last trotter in 
the care of Rosemary’s father, noted trainer Kelvin 
Primmer, Mighty Mir (Gerry Mir).  Mighty Mir’s only 
filly was Great Memories, whose only foal was Howz 
Lucky.

“Dad died when Mighty Mir was in foal and he said if 
you want to keep one then keep this one,’ Rosemary 
said. It was a big call as Mighty Mir did nothing as 
a racehorse and Great Memories had only one win 
and then one foal.  Talk about rolling the dice!

The TIms love racing their horses. They do the foaling 
down, breaking-in and pre-training. The 4YO Peakz 
Luck (Peak) has had a win and has resumed training 
recently. The 3YO Kelvinz Luck (Peak) qualified in 
October last year.

“I have a 2YO Pegasus Spur filly from Mollyz Luck 
(Monarchy) who had five wins for us with Sean 
McCaffery. She has had one prep and is showing 
plenty.

“We are very patient with our horses,” said Rosemary 
“we like to give them plenty of time.

“I chose Orlando Vici for Madisonz Luck on Sean 
McCaffery’s advice.  He worked in Victoria at Yabby 
Dam Farms, the base for Haras des Trotteurs. Sean 
saw a few Orlando Vici’s and said that all they did 
was trot, that was enough for me, said Rosemary.

“These are two quality well conformed athletic types 
that cannot resist coming up to you for a pat!”

Brian and Rosematy are committed breeders. They 
love this sport and have no intention of stopping any 
time soon

pacer to honour Australian racing writer Bill 
Whittaker, who died in 2009 and HRNZ approved 
a late change. Ten wins in NZ/Australia have now 
been followed by 18 wins in the USA and $180,000 of 
earnings, the latest win a week ago.

“Whitfield strips taller and bigger than Whittaker. He 
covers the ground extremely well,” says Marshall.

“He is a big bay, great natured and easy to handle, 
says preparer Tiffany Hopkins.

Back in the pedigree of the third dam is the very well 
performed filly Pullover Brown who won both the 
NZ and Victorian Oaks and the Breeders Crown 3YO 
Fillies final.
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PURE DESTINY

We’ve all heard a story or two about the unlucky 
underbidder at auction and the curious case of what 
might have been. The following is a timely reminder 
that success is not determined by a purchase price, 
pedigree page or even physical attributes of a young 
horse.

For even the biggest players in the sport of Harness 
Racing, sometimes it’s better to be lucky than good 
at what you do. In this case, author Murray Brown 
recounts a story from his 52 years at brimstone of the 
greatest Standardbred Stud in the world, and how if 
not for a series of fortunate events, the very fabric of 
Hanover Shoe Farms could be so so different.

I wrote previously about the Yiddish term “beshert” 
as it applied to me as a person.

Today, I will address it as it applied to one of the 
greatest breed-changing stallions in the history of 
our sport.

As I previously explained, beshert means pre-
destined or meant to be.

I’ll start at the beginning, or as close to it as this 
sometimes failing memory allows me to.

Many years ago, Hanover Shoe Farms retained a 
number of its best-bred fillies to train and eventually 
enter its broodmare band.

This didn’t sit too well with its customers. The feeling, 
perhaps justifiably, was that Hanover was keeping 
what they thought were their best fillies and only 
offering to sell the leftovers.

One of the few good ideas I came up with in my 
years there was to offer ALL of the Farms’ fillies to the 
buying public.

The trick was to still be able to come up with some 
extra well-bred fillies to replenish the broodmare 
band.

The plan was to put together a group of well-
bred fillies and pair each with a filly of reasonably 
comparable quality.

Each pair would enter the ring together. The winning 
bidder would have his choice of one of the two fillies. 

Murray Brown |  
Courtesy of Harness Racing Update

The one not chosen would remain the property of 
Hanover.

This, theoretically, would solve the dilemma. The 
Farms’ customers would have their choice of every 
filly being sold and Hanover would still be able to 
retain several choice fillies to become members of its 
broodmare band.

The plan created a great deal of interest and was 
very successful. It was abandoned when Hanover 
decided not to train any more yearling fillies and 
instead buy older mares either privately or at public 
auction and offer all of their fillies individually at 
auction.

In 1984, a member of one of the pairs was an 
Albatross filly by the name of Wendymae Hanover. 
She was chosen and purchased by Bill Perretti, if 
my memory serves me correctly, for the price of 
$425,000.

She was, as her price would indicate, absolutely drop 
dead gorgeous. Not only was she beautiful, but she 
could fly on the lead strip. She could pace alongside 
the lead pony faster than any lead pony we had 
could run.

There was very little doubt, at least in my mind, that 
she would be the filly of that pair chosen and bought.

She went into training.

There was a problem. Although she exhibited ability, 
she soon came down with a nagging respiratory 
problem. It wouldn’t go away.

So, they decided to turn her out and bring her back 
at 3. As a 3-year-old, her problem still persisted. She 
looked great, but she couldn’t get her air properly.

Mr. Perretti’s patience gave out and he decided to 
sell her.

He called John Simpson at Hanover. In his inimitable 
manner, Wild Bill told him that the filly Hanover had 
sold him was no good. They discussed (argued) price 
and I believe the number of $200,000 was arrived 
at. It wasn’t near what Perretti had paid, but was still 
a pretty darn good price for a non-record, coming 
4-year-old filly with no earnings.

Mr. Simpson decided to put her into training and to 
try to get a record on her. She exhibited high speed 
but the breathing problem persisted and she wasn’t 
much of a race mare. She did take a time trial record 
of 1.56.2, which was pretty good for those days.

Back then, Hanover rarely bred to stallions that they 
didn’t stand. But they had bought a couple of shares 
in one of the greatest pure speed horses these eyes 
have ever seen — No Nukes.
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The decision was made to breed Wendymae 
Hanover to No Nukes.

The resultant foal was a beautiful, dark, but medium 
small colt that they named Western Hanover.

Western Hanover grew into a beautiful yearling. His 
only blemish was a capped hock.

George Segal, accompanied by his trustful trainer 
and yearling picker, Gene Riegle, would visit 
Hanover, almost always, on the day after the Little 
Brown Jug to get a line on the Hanover offering right 
before the Kentucky sales.

Back then, Hanover had an airplane and Gene and 
George would hitch a ride with us to get an inkling of 
what we had to sell.

Bear in mind that the Hanover yearlings had just 
been in for a couple of weeks and were just barely 
civilized at the time.

But Riegle, arguably as good a yearling picker as 
there ever was, did not need a horse to look spit and 
polished to pick a good one out.

One of the remarkable things about Riegle that I 
found distinguished him from most other trainers 
was that there was no template that described what 
he would like in a yearling.

Although he was very picky, he could find horses big 
or small, short or tall that he liked or more often did 
not like.

Segal later told me that on the ride home that Riegle 
said to him words to the effect that, “Whatever you 
buy in Lexington, George, save some money for that 
little No Nukes colt at Hanover.” Segal then asked 
him, “What about the capped hock and isn’t he too 
small?”

Riegle said, “Don’t worry about either. He will be 
alright.”

Western Hanover
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Segal ended up buying him for $105,000. The 
underbidder was Alan Katz of the 3 Brothers Stable. 
If Katz would have got him, he would have been 
trained by Brett Pelling.

Western Hanover was shipped to Brittany farms 
before he went into training at Ben White Raceway in 
Orlando.

Art Zubrod told me that the first few times he was 
turned out in the paddock at Brittany, he cleared the 
fence. He didn’t run away. He just decided that he 
liked the grass on the other side better. He also did 
this the second and third times, even after he had 
been given a tranquilizer, before he got the idea that 
he was supposed to stay where he was.

When they bought Western, Zubrod had very much 
suspected that they had bought a great athlete. Now 
he knew it for sure.

Shortly afterwards, he was shipped to Riegle’s stable.

All winter long, Western Hanover was afflicted with 
the same problem that had affected his mother 
when she was a 2-year-old. He was mildly sick. 
Nothing serious. But it was a nagging respiratory 
problem that didn’t go away until the end of winter.

Consequently, he was brought along slowly.

He didn’t even qualify until early August. But that 
didn’t stop him from winning the richest and then 
most prestigious Canadian Stakes event for 2-year-
olds, the Prix de l’Avenir at Blue Bonnets Raceway, 
the next week.

From that point forward, just about all he did was 
win. Despite the late start, he was still voted the 
freshman pacing colt of the year for 1991.

His 3-year-old season started somewhat the 
same way as his 2-year-old year ended. He was 
undoubtedly the best colt out there, but he was beset 
by misfortune in some of the big races. He didn’t win 
either the Meadowlands Pace nor the Little Brown 
Jug. He was still voted the sophomore pacing colt of 
the year for 1992.

When I think back to him, I sometimes think of this 
past year’s best 3-year-old pacer Bettors Wish. He 
was undoubtedly the best, but he didn’t win some of 
the big ones.

Let’s switch gears and return to the previous year — 
1991.

The sport had a great trio of 3-year-old pacers in 
Artsplace, Die Laughing and Precious Bunny.

Artsplace was the most attractive, but he was all tied 
up. Segal had decided to stand him at Southwind 
Farms in New Jersey.

Precious Bunny lacked impressive 2-year-old 
credentials and was a son of BG’s Bunny who Mr. 
Simpson did not think that highly of.

That left Die Laughing, who seemingly had it all.

He was very good at both 2 and 3. He was a 
gorgeous colt. He was a son of No Nukes who was 
then as hot as a stallion could be and was from a 
great maternal family.

There was one problem, though. There was an 
ongoing feud between the Chasonoffs, the half 
owners of Die Laughing, and John Simpson. Marty 
Granoff owned the other half, but the Chasanoffs 
appeared to be the managing partners with Marty 
having little or no say.

It’s been so long that I don’t even remember the 
genesis of the feud. But there were definitely hard 
feelings involved.

Mr. Simpson said, “Jimmy (Simpson) and you can go 
see them and see if they are interested in working 
out a deal. I still don’t like them, but I won’t stand in 
the Farm’s way of getting a stallion that we can use.”

Jim Simpson and I went to visit with Mickey 
Chasanoff and his son Bobby at their building 
complex in Jericho Long Island.

We were well received and ironed out the beginnings 
of a deal that would have brought Die Laughing to 
Hanover.

A stallion contract was put together. I recall 
Bobby Chasanoff asking for a list of prospective 
broodmares that Hanover could breed to Die 
Laughing. I dutifully sent a list of about 50 mares to 
him.

Everything appeared to be set. Hanover Shoe Farms 
was going to be the home of Die Laughing. I recall 
getting a phone call from Marty Granoff. He was 
enthused. He said his dream was to have a horse 
worthy of standing at the greatest name in harness 
racing.

No Nukes
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Then, at the last moment, the Chasanoffs put a 
wheel under us.

They wanted the right to reject any owner of a 
mare who for any reason that they did not like from 
breeding to Die Laughing.

Hanover’s response was, “That’s not the way we 
do business. Our job is to give the horse the best 
opportunity possible. We are not about to turn 
down a good mare or insult our reliable customers, 
because, for whatever reason, the Chasanoffs do not 
want us to book their mare to Die Laughing.”

The deal went down in flames.

We know the result. The horse went to stud at Fair 
Winds Farm in New Jersey. Through no fault of Fair 
Winds, he turned out to be an abject failure or pretty 
close to it.

Let’s now return to 1992. Paul E Spears, John 
Simpson’s successor as president of Hanover Shoe 
Farms, was at The Meadowlands a few days before 
that year’s Hambletonian.

I was with him when we were approached by 
George Segal, who asked us if we were free for lunch 
the next day.

He had something he wanted to discuss with us.

We met for lunch at Union Square Cafe in New York 
City.

Segal wanted Hanover to stand and syndicate 
Western Hanover. We needed a stallion, especially a 
son of No Nukes, although we had missed out on the 
one that we most really wanted.

We were interested.

Western Hanover finished the racing year quite well, 
although with a disappointing loss in the Little Brown 
Jug that really bothers me to this day.

The job now was to syndicate him and gather as 
good a group of mares for him as we possibly could.

That proved to be quite difficult.

Western Hanover was regarded as a very good 
horse, but few thought of him as being a great one.

The expectations were not that high.

A couple of the noted, self-proclaimed mavens of 
the day derisively referred to him as “Little Ralph”, 
comparing his future in the stud to the failure of 
Ralph Hanover.

The general frame of mind was that he’d be okay as 
a stallion, but not great.

To the public he was regarded as lacking that 
blazing speed that horses like his father No Nukes 
and maternal grandfather Albatross possessed.

The only person I remember who felt that the horse 
would become a great stallion was Hanover’s 
general manager Dr. Peter Boyce.

Boyce had been a huge fan of the horse from the 
time he was foaled. His confidence in him never 
wavered. He was sure that he’d become a great 
stallion.

Just about every commercial breeder and many 
mom and pop breeders were contacted about 
buying shares in Western Hanover. Only one 
single share was sold, that one to All American 
Harnessbreds. Everybody else passed.

The huge irony is that many of those breeders first 
approached, later bought shares in him for multiples 
of the original buying price.

Hanover and Segal realized that they had a 
problem.

They would support the horse, but that their support 
alone might not be enough.

The decision was made to stand him at the low stud 
fee of $4,000, a price that would be irresistible to 
some.

Even with that low stud fee, very few commercial 
breeders bred to him.

His book did fill. But for the most part, aside from 
Hanover and Brittany, it consisted of average mom 
and pop mares.

The only maiden mare he got from Hanover and 
maybe in his entire book was Rich N Elegant. That 
was before she became RICH N ELEGANT. She was a 
nice mare that we had bought through Bob Boni for 
$12,000.

From that mating of course came the top colt Rustler 
Hanover, sending both Western Hanover and Rich N 
Elegant on their respective ways to greatness.

From that point in time, Western Hanover was off 
and running and became one of the greatest sires 
the breed has ever known.

Do you think that isn’t bashert?

If Hanover had got Die Laughing, there is almost no 
chance that they would have stood Western Hanover.

We lost out on a horse that we really wanted, who 
to a great degree would have caused great harm 
to Hanover’s broodmare band and its reputation. 
Instead, we got our second choice who turned out to 
become one of the sport’s greatest all time sires.

That is beshert. 
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PINHOOKING: 
BUY LOW 
SELL HIGH

The term “pinhooking” is an old Kentucky tobacco 
term used when a speculator would buy a farmer’s 
young tobacco plants and later identify them back 
to the grower with a pinned note at market. Buying 
the plants low and selling high returned substantial 
profit for the speculators. 
 
It has been a feature of thoroughbred sales for 
decades and increasingly is part of our breeding 
scene, especially with the major studs selling good 
numbers of weanlings in May.

 
LOUISE AND DAVID TURNER

Ranger Rick (Lot 8, colt) 
Sunshine Beach – La Joconde

When David Turner read the pedigree and saw the 
pictures of this youngster on the NZB Standardbred 
2019 Weanling Sale website this Sunshine Beach colt 
was quickly added to the list that he and wife Louise 
were compiling for a weanling purchase. 

“The photos on the website were very important. 
While I liked the pedigree, it was the pics that got us 
out to Alabar to inspect this colt, said David.

“His size, confirmation and temperament really 
made the decision easy,” said Louise. 

“We bought him for $24,500 and so far so good. He 
walks well, has great confirmation, good size, can 
be a little colty which is good, but is predictable and 
safe.”

David has been a steward at the Auckland Trotting 
Club for a long time. From personal experience I 
can vouch for the superb hospitality he and the 
club provided to visitors. In 1986/87 David was 
Standardbred Sales Manager for John F Jones 
auctioneers in the days of Sandy Yarndley and John 
Curtin.

Louise has a strong background in raising 
warmbloods with this her first preparation for a 
standardbred. Its been such fun that the Turners will 
likely go back to the sales this year for two or three 
weanling babies.

Ranger Rick has some strong family credentials to 
live up to. He was bred by long-term North island 
breeding identities, Tony and Val Dickinson (Alta 
Breeding) with Tony’s sister Karen Hall. 

Alta Orlando, Alta Shelby and Myeyesadoreya 
are pretty decent races horses with the first two 
improving their races records since the catalogue 
was printed.

MURRAY MATTHEWS

Howling Wolf (Lot 22, colt) 
Bettor’s Delight – Miss Lonnie

T Bone Walker (Lot 130, colt) 
Sweet Lou – Ideal Quest

Chatting with Murray Matthews was a joy: 
enthusiasm, passion, having fun just rolled off the 
tongue as we covered some of his career in harness 
racing.

Esprit Turbo (1990Mercedes - Minbar Lee) holds a 
place very dear in Murray’s heart. The horse showed 
a bit as a 2YO for Richard Brosnan. He was paid up 
for the 2YO Sales Series Final and Richard suggested 
a trip to Christchurch in February 1993. Ermis was 
the favourite. He lead up the straight, then shied and 
went over the running rail. Espit Turbo having looped 
the field getting the one/one was the beneficiary 
winning by 5 lengths and taking first prize of $91,000 
($155,000 in todays $s). Murray sole regret on the 
day was that the club could not cash out his tote 
tickets.

“Pinhooking is a hobby for me and Gladys. We have 
been married 52 years.  I’m nearly 70 and there is 
not a lot to look forward to,” said Murray

“Charlie Roberts and I go back a long way. I worked 
for him. Tony Grayling now over at Woodlands 
trained for me. So it was natural that I’d look at the 
Sweet Lou – Ideal Quest colt in last year’s weanling 
sale. 

“With Victor Supreme as his third dam it is a great 
pedigree.  Peter Wolfenden trained her and he and 
son Glen drove her. Peter rated her extremely highly. 
More recently her daughter Utmost Delight has been 
wonderful for Charlie.

Matthews has been breeding since 1993 from 
the family of Precious Dina (Mercedes – Princess 
Nandine) then her Soky’s Atom daughter Sweet 
Dina and then her daughter the Courage Under Fire 
mare Sweet Tina.  This year he has bred Mia Yarnie 
(Bettor’s Delight – Norvic Dream) to Sweet Lou. 
After missing out on a booking and unable to twist 
Woodland’s Stud master Tony Grayling into a deal 
for a mate, Tony said contact Joshue Dickie “he won 
a service at a Puke trials raffle.” The deal was done 
and Mia Yarnie is in foal to Sweet Lou.

“I paid $20,000 for T Bone Walker (Lot 130) and 
$23,000 for Howling Wolf (Lot 22).  They are there to 
be sold but if they do not get what I’m looking for I’ll 
be just as happy taking them home to race myself.  
They are quality colts, said Murray.

John Mooney
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