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Westport local Rodney Dickson had a West Coast circuit to 
remember when he trained, owned and more importantly 
bred two winners at his home track over the Coast holiday 
circuit.

Splitting the two breeding wins at home was a breeding 
winner at Gore on the 27th making it three in three days 
for Dickson.

“It was a big thrill, a lot of locals made a lot of money off 
of them so that was good, especially when the two that 
won at Westport I bred and are the only ones I have in 
work,” said Dickson.

The first was the Sir Lincoln filly, Golden Lace.

She cleared maiden ranks and kicked off Boxing Day in 
style for Dickson, winning the second race on the Westport 
card.

While she raced as far as three wide early and was 
hunted up from an awkward draw, the first time past the 
post she was able to work down from the chair to the trail 
when Nizzarda Franco broke stride when racing behind 
the leader’s back.

It proved to be the winning of the race.

Golden Lace is beautifully bred being out of Mozart 
Lace, an Artsplace daughter of Mauresmo. Mauresmo is 
a Falcon Seelster daughter of Vicario and a full sister to 
champion filly Coburg.

The family needs little introduction hailing from Sandy & 
Jan Yarndley’s famous breed which has left a plethora of 
champion race horses, broodmares and even domestic 
stallions Stunnin Cullen and Gotta Go Cullen. 

“I leased Mozart Lace of Roz Beck and I have had her by 
myself for a while now. She was getting out of game and 
because she was quite well bred I got her broken in and 
she won a race for me. 

“Being a race winning Artsplace daughter from a great 
family I spent the big bucks and went to Christian 
Cullen in his prime but unfortunately the foal was poorly 
conformed and had to be put down.

“The second foal was by A Rocknroll Dance who I 
qualified and on sold to Bruce Negus.

Brad Reid

THREE IN THREE 
DAYS FOR DICKSON
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Shezsomethinspecial wins on Day 2 at Westport

“Golden Lace is by Sir Lincoln because of a tender 
I purchased put on by the Westport Trotting Club. 
I purchased the service fee to help support them 
with their sponsorship so I suppose that worked out 
quite good,” he said.

It’s only fitting she would win on debut at the club 
that sold her service fee!

“She’s easy to work with and wears no extra gear. 
She works very average but when I went to qualify 
her and put the race gear on, she has been a 
different horse ever since. 

“She hasn’t been beaten in any workouts or trials 
leading into her race debut. She got a bit of luck 
having worked hard to get to the chair but you 
need to have a little bit of luck in this game,” said 
Dickson.

The win on Boxing Day was trumped 
somewhat by sentiment when the aptly named 
Shezsomethinspecial went on to win the fifth race 
on the card at Westport on Day Two.

The daughter of Somebeachsomewhere cleared 
maidens at her 11th race day start.

The dam of Shezsomethinspecial was the Sands A Flyin 
mare Rejoicing, who was responsible for Dickson’s best 
season as a trainer when she won all four of her race day 
starts in the 02/03 season.

Dickson purchased the dam of Rejoicing, Jubilant Poplar 
from the Yearling Sales in 1992 for $2000. 

Not a bad purchase considering the second dam of 
Jubilant Poplar was the 1972 New Zealand Broodmare of 
the Year in Atone.

She left an indelible mark on our studbook as the dam of 
Johnny Gee, and her daughters providing the tail lines of 
many top horses such as millionaire pacer Golden Reign 
and latterly Mach Banner, Buster Brady and Ana Malak to 
name a few.

Jubilant Poplar was a handy enough filly winning two 
races at three and lining up in the 1994 New Zealand 
Oaks won by Robyns Treasure, but her worth was always 
going to be at stud.

Rejoicing was the third foal from the Jubilant Poplar who 
after a slow start found her feet in the broodmare barn 
through the mating with Sands A Flyin.



Are you looking for property investment opportunities?

Three house builds
with us will produce
over $120,000 profit
per year
We have been building in Rolleston for over
12 years and have a trusted formula that
works, so if you are looking for a safe,
passive investment opportunity;

click here for details

dpPORTABLE
w w w. d p h o m e s . c o . n z

H O M E Sdp
w w w. d p h o m e s . c o . n z

“Rejoicing has always been a bit special to me and 
although she was hard work to start off with, now 
she would be the nicest mare you’d have anything 
to do with. 

“When we were breaking her in, my son Scott was 
still here and he had a hell of a time before he 
flicked her on to me to have a go. She came right in 
the end and once she turned the corner was a real 
favourite of mine,” said Dickson.

Not only did Rejoicing significantly contribute to 
Dickson’s personal best season as a trainer, but 
she also provided him with his first and only Group 
One winner as a breeder through her second foal 
Terrorway.

Terrorway was from the first crop of Western 
Terror’s in Australasia and was easily the best of 
them winning his first six races here before going to 
Australia and winning his first 5 across the ditch.

He would step up to the plate with the big 
boppers in winning the Group 1 Blacks A Fake 
and Cranbourne Cups. He also won the Group 
2 Renshaw Cup and Group 3 Queensland 
Championship among his 33 career victories 
pushing just shy of $400,000 in stakes.

“I think Terrorway fetched about $20,000 at the 
yearling sales and Graeme Anderson purchased 

him. He’s the only Group winner I’ve bred and I don’t think 
I’ve bred one any better,” he said.

The next three breeding seasons for Rejoice were slim 
with the mare having two dead foals with a missed 
season in between.

Her next live foal Bon Accord Gal (Elsu - 2010) was sold to 
Australia where she won 10 races and took a mark of 1:52 
winning a Listed Classic at Menangle.

Bon Accord Art (Art Official – 2011) was sold at the yearling 
sales and has been unsighted since several workouts and 
trials in 2015.

Her next two foals by If I Can Dream and Rock N Roll 
Heaven were sold to Australia with the latter being 
purchased by the McCarhy stable and the only one of the 
pair to be registered.

Golden Lace winning at Westport Day One
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That brings us to recent winner 
Shezsomethinspecial who was passed in at the 
Yearling Sales for $27,000.

“Tim Butt took a half share with me and said if it 
was any good he would work out a deal. When she 
broke in average that didn’t eventuate so I pottered 
around with her for a year because she isn’t the 
easiest horse to do anything with, but because she 
had some ability I preserved until I got her pacing 
right.

“She is quite head strong but she is a wonderful 
looking mare and will make a wonderful 
broodmare in the future,” he said.

Splitting the two Westport winners was the Art 
Major filly, She’s A Dagg.

She is out of the Christian Cullen mare Cantina who 
went a 1:54.1 time trial for Dickson back when they 
were still being recorded officially.

She won four races for the Dicksons and hails from 
a very good family being closely related to Alta 
Camilla.

“I own three broodmares and had three maiden 
winners from them in three days,” laughed Dickson.

As far as late Christmas presents go, it doesn’t get 
much better than that.

The tone of Matt Cross’ voice as Sheelasinleague 
won her maiden at the Motukarara Christmas 
meeting was that of surprise, and the price the 
daughter of Elsu paid on the tote would indicate 
the punters felt the same way.

Not her breeder, trainer and owner, Fiona Baigent.

The daughter of Elsu had never finished closer then 
5th from her previous 15 race day attempts, but 
Baigent felt the mare she bred had been working 
towards this victory.

Brad Reid

PERSEVERANCE 
PAYS OFF FOR 
BAIGENT

“It wasn’t really a surprise because she had been working 
good,” said Baigent.

“Two starts before her win she led up and went a great 
5th, but then when she went to Rangiora she decided she 
didn’t want to go behind the gate. 

“The way she was working I thought she would go a good 
race, but you can’t be confident when she had behaved 
so poorly the start before.

“I actually took the hopples off her and started trying her 
as a trotter as her younger sister is pacing bred but only 
wants to trot. It seems to have worked the oracle because 
once the hopples went back on she was a different horse,” 
said Baigent.

Sheelasinleague is the 4th foal from the first horse 
Baigent ever bred in Cambolt, a one win Camelon mare 
out of Bolting Lady.

Bolting Lady was a cast off from the Hill family in Nelson 
who as Baigent put it; “they never really liked her.”

“I think I might have bought her cheap but I can’t 
remember because it was such a long time ago,” said 
Baigent.

“She had one start at Blenheim where she hung which 
cost her. She bowed her tendon not long after so I never 
persevered but I put her in foal and got the mother of 
Sheelasinleague called Cambolt.

“She was a nice mare and good beginner and very rarely 
did anything wrong but she just lacked that speed they 
need. She won her first race on my home track at Nelson 
when trained by Jeff Whittaker,” she said.

Cambolt was from a handy family that really kicked off 
with the fourth dam of Sheelasinleague, Single Girl.

Single Girl was by Bachelor Hanover out of the Adorian 
mare, Lagmhor.

While no superstar, she won four races which is a couple 
more than Ted Low predicted when he gave the her to 
Brian Hill as a wedding present way back when.

“Ted Lowe actually gave Single Girl to us as a wedding 
present as a two-year-old filly and said she would win a 
couple of races trotting,” said Hill.

Single Girl may not have been the most prudent name 
for a horse you could give a man on his wedding day, but 
she provided the Hill’s and many others with a great deal 
of fun through her progeny.

Single Girl has the distinction of her first two foals both 
winning feature races, albeit in different gaits.
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QUALITY IN FOAL 
BROODMARES  & 
WEANLINGS FOR 
SALE
The NZSBA currently has 
multiple listings of 
well-bred mares for sale/
lease/free.

To find out more information 
and to see what is available, 
please click here.

This will direct you to our 
website, and then click the 
For Sale/Lease heading in the 
navigation bar.
 

First foal, Single Lord by Lordship, was born in 
a tough crop that included the champion Lord 
Module. He would win the Methven 4YO Stakes 
in 1978 and run second behind Bad Luck in the 
1979 Kaikoura Cup before being on sold to North 
America.

Second foal, McShane was by Johnny Gee. Like his 
father, all he ever wanted to do was trot and he did 
it very well.

McShane’s highlights include a 3rd in the 1981 
Rowe Cup behind No Response, a win in the 1982 
Group 1 Canterbury Park Trotting Cup and and win 
in the 1983 Group 2 Interdominion Trotting Heat 
where he beat eventual winner of the final, Scotch 
Notch.

Other handy performers to descend from 
daughters of Single Lady were Living Again and 
Living Lord. Both were exported to Australia and 
ran sub 1:53 and had $250,000 in stakes between 
them.

Yaholyterror by Western Terror won $103,000 in 
stakes and went sub 1:55.

This is also the family of the Brian Hill’s bonny 
trotter Sunchita (7 wins) who was retired due 
to problems with quarter cracks, and has 
subsequently proved a nightmare for getting in 
foal.

Sheelasinleague winning the Tai Tapu Hotel Pace

“We have spent four seasons now trying. She didn’t take 
to frozen so we have tried fresh this year without much 
luck. We are still serving her with One Ova Da Moon and 
this could be her last go. 

“It’s a real shame because she is the only trotter I’ve had 
who could trot a quarter in 26 and would have made 
open class if she stayed sound. She spent a season at 
Marg Evans place and they thought they had got her right 
for this season, but we’re still having no luck,” said Hill.

The best horse bred by Baigent since coming into 
the family and the best left by Bolting Lady would 
undoubtedly be the Lislea gelding, Les Lisle.

He was driven in almost every start by Baigent’s partner 
Roddy Curtin and was trained by his father Reg Curtin. 
Les Lisle won 8 races and a tick under $100,000 in race 
stakes. 
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Les Lisle was good enough to win Tuapeka, 
Amberley and Waimate Cups and was also placed 
three times in Group company.

He ran third in the Group 2 Pelorus Classic behind 
Monkey King and Tuherbs and was beaten into 
second by Mr Molly in the Northern Southland 
Classic and the Invercargill Cup at Group Three 
level.

“He was a real top horse but he had a lot of hock 
problems before going in the tendons. He would 
have probably raced in the a race like the Cup 
if we had of been able to keep him sound,” said 
Baigent.

Of Bolting Lady’s ten foals, eight qualified for the 
races, six made race day appearances and four of 
them saluted the judge.

None of her foals were by what you would deem 
commercial sires with the budget constraints we all 
face seeing the mare tried by several fly by night 
sires.

One of the few trends you can see with the progeny 
is the Rugby League theme in the naming of the 
progeny which has flowed through to recent winner 
Sheelasinleague.

Names like Ikin (Ben Ikin – Broncos and 
Queensland winger), Mannering (Simon 
Mannering) and Hohia (Lance Hohia).

“I am a bit of a league fan, I’ve never played or 
anything but I support the Warriors and have 
started to follow the Sharks now that Shaun 
Johnson has headed there,” she said.

“I’ve always enjoyed the horses. I came from 
Nelson and would go down the track at Weekends 
and school holidays and it progressed from there.

“I moved to Christchurch and worked for Jamie 
Keast for four years before taking up a job at Jeff 
Whittaker’s for about 11 years. 

“I worked at Margo Nyhan’s for four years and 
now I just work my own horses whilst working at 
Meadow Mushrooms,” she said.

While the training is merely a hobby for Baigent, 
it doesn’t get much better then breeding, owning 
and training winners on race day. What is it about 
breeding that had Baigent hooked from a young 
age?

“I just like bringing them up and doing them 
yourself. Young horses are usually pretty nice to 
work with when you get to work them up that way. 

It’s a pretty big thrill when you get the results having done 
all the work yourself.

Baigent is the trainer of 4 winners and 24 placings for 
$67,000 in stakes.

“Every winner is a big thrill because the winners don’t 
come around very often and it was great for Kerryn too as 
she is her regular driver,” she said.

By Bruce Stewart |  
C/O Southern Harness Racing Website

In this series sponsored by Southern Bred Southern 
Reared, Bruce Stewart looks back on some of the great 
racing stock that’s come out of the Southern region.

Whilst last year he profiled horses from the south that 
have become millionaires, this series is about other 
pacers and trotters that that were bred, reared and raced 
for part of career in Southland, and made an impact in 
the Harness Racing industry.

Young Quinn

Age: 1969 Bay Gelding

Sire: Young Charles

Dam: Loyal Trick (Hal Tyrax)

PACING LEGENDS  |
Young Quinn



Owners: Des and Bud Baynes (New Zealand) and 
Bud, Des, Martha and Diane Baynes (America).

Trainers: Bud Baynes, Clem Scott and Charlie 
Hunter.

Southland bred pacer Young Quinn was successful 
in a period when the sport of trotting was 
particularly strong.

He raced with great success in New Zealand, 
Australia and America and his name will long be 
remembered in all three countries.

Young Quinn was foaled in 1969 and was by Young 
Charles out of Loyal Trick who was by Hal Tryax 
(USA).

He was named after Brian “Snow” Quinn, a 
champion New Zealand shearer and for the 
majority of his career he was trained and driven by 
Charlie Hunter.

His first win was in the 1972 EF Mercer Stakes at 
Addington where he beat Willie Win. His other wins 
at two included the Forbury Juvenile Stakes, Timaru 
Nursery Stakes, Kindergarten Stakes, New Zealand 
Juvenile Stakes and The New Zealand Sapling 
Stakes.

At the end of his two year old season he was the 
country’s leading two year old, having won eight of 
his ten starts.

At that point he was becoming very familiar to a 
man that was to take over his training.

“My first impressions of him was racing against him 
as a two year old. I had a pretty nice filly that year 
called Hillcrest. Young Quinn came to Auckland and 
beat us up badly a couple of times. He impressed 
me a lot,” said Charlie Hunter.

At that point little did Hunter know that the 
promising youngster was going to join his stable 
until the phone rang one day.

“I got a phone call and this voice said ‘My name is 
Bud Baynes and I own Young Quinn. Will you train 
him for me?” And with that Young Quinn began a 
lifetime involvement with his new trainer.

“He came up for the May meeting because the 
Derby was in June – that’s why Bud was sending 
him up. But under the old handicap system he was 
in the open paces against a couple of good Jack 
Smolenski horses so it was a difficult task for him.”

Young Quinn’s three year old season only yielded two 
wins from twelve starts and he ran fifth in the 1972 Derby 
won by Willie Win.

“He had a bit of a problem with a knee at the time and 
wasn’t at his best. Bud left him with me for the next 
season.”

At four (1974) he was finding his feet winning six of his 
nineteen starts.

However his best season was to be in 1975 when he was 
named New Zealand Pacer and Horse of the Year.

In that season he won 19 races and was placed twice 
in twenty two starts. His wins included the Stars Travel 
Miracle Mile, Auckland Cup, Wellington Cup, three heats 
of the Interdominion Championship and the Grand Final.

“As a five year old he just grew another leg. He was 
tremendous. The miss was in Auckland and I blame 
myself. He was a horse that took quite a bit of work. I’d 
backed off, thinking I couldn’t keep working him hard and 
racing him hard. After that I resumed the regime and he 
just went on from there. He was one of those athletic type 
horses that enjoyed work and raced well off it.”

In the 1975 Miracle Mile at Harold Park, Young Quinn won 
from Barrier Six, the outside draw on a very tight track, 
beating the two Australian champions Paleface Adios and 
Hondo Grattan.

“It was very special winning the Miracle Mile in Sydney. 
That was my first drive on him after getting my hands 
out of plaster following the Interdominions. It was a huge 
crowd that night and he was regarded by the scribes as 
not being a chance because he’d drawn the outside, he 
hadn’t raced at Harold Park and I hadn’t driven there. He 
just went magnificent and won easy.”

In the Inter Dominion Final in Auckland he started as 
short-priced favourite and was driven by John Langdon, 
following the injury to Hunter.

He went on to beat Hi Foyle and Speedy Guest.

“There was a little bit of pressure because he’d won his 
three heats so there was this expectation from everybody 
including us that he could win the final. It put a fair bit of 
pressure on John but he handled it well and drove him 
well.”

Langdon also won the Trotter’s section of the Inter 
Dominion, driving the Hunter-trained Castleton’s Pride.

Later that season Young Quinn had his last start in New 
Zealand before heading to America in May 1975.

8
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In summary his 19 wins in New Zealand that season 
set a new record with the previous best being held 
by another Southland pacer, Robalan (12 in the 
1973-1974 season).  The 19 wins by Young Quinn 
also included a winning streak of 10.

Before leaving for America he held numerous New 
Zealand records.

• Mile (1.57.0)

• 2200 metre stand (2-47.2)

• 2200 metre mobile (2-48.8)

• 2600 metre stand (3-18.1)

• 2700 metre stand (3-27.4)

• 3200 metre stand (4-06.7)

In America he started his racing career in June 1975.

“The first few starts he wasn’t that good. We didn’t 
have enough time to prep him to meet the best 
horses and to be fair he wasn’t that good on the 
wee half mile tracks like Yonkers.”

The highlight of that initial season was winning the 
$50,000 Western Free For All in 1-56 and becoming 
the world’s fastest race gelding and fastest 
Standardbred produced in Australasia.

He then faced a vintage crop of pacers in the 
$100,000 American Pacing Classic and starting 
from barrier 8 he pipped American superstar 
Rambling Willie in 2-12 and 4/5 for the nine furlong 
race.

“We got to Chicago and beat all the best 
horses they had to offer in the Governor’s 
Cup at Horsesmen’s Park. He then went onto 
Hollywood Park and won a leg of the US Pacing 
Championship. He then went to Canada and won 
their feature Free For All Pace the Provincial Pace 
which Cardigan Bay also won. He finished that 
year winning the American Pacing Classis against 
all the best pacers on offer.”

During Young Quinn’s racing days in America, 
Hunter and good friend Brian Meale were 
operating Central Standardbreds and were 
exporting lots of horses to America and getting 
then ready for sale.

“It was good having Young Quinn there because he 
was a bit of an advert for New Zealand horses. Bud 
wanted me to stay with him and I was quite happy 
to. My wife and two daughters spent all of 1976 and 
1977 over there with the team we were preparing 
and selling, and with Quinn.”

In 1977 Young Quinn went winless. While in 1978 he won 
three races, and in 1979 he won twice.

“We qualified him for a race in February 1977 and he 
came out of the qualifier with a ruptured ligament in his 
hind leg. He virtually lost most of that season which was 
so sad but that was the reality of it. I came home and we 
sent him across to Jim Doherty and he won three races at 
the Meadowlands at the beginning of 1978 then the leg 
gave him trouble again and later that year we brought 
him home.”

By the end of his American career he’d raced 63 times 
winning 22 races and $479,260.

“I think winning a leg of the International Pacing Series 
in Chicago and proving he could beat the best was a 
meaningful win.”

Young Quinn returned to New Zealand in 1980 for a few 
starts prior to being retired in May 1980.

It was later revealed by cardiograph tests that Young 
Quinn’s heart weighed 13 lb, only 1 lb less than that of the 
great racehorse Phar Lap.

For part-owner Des Baynes Young Quinn was a once in a 
lifetime horse providing him with lots of highlights.

“Winning three heats and the final of the Interdominions 
and going to Sydney for the Miracle Mile. Also winning 
in New Zealand, Australia and America in the same 
season. He was just one of those once in a lifetime horses 
and makes a lot of the other horses you have look fairly 
ordinary. It probably ruined it for me a bit (laughter),” 
Baynes said.

And he said owning him made you realise how tough it 
can be for the top horses.

“When you’ve got a good horse you realise how tough it 
is for them and how good they have to be. When those 
good horses get an edge they’re just about unbeatable.”

And he said the best thing he and his father ever did was 
to send Young Quinn to Charlie Hunter.

“Charlie was not only a good trainer but a very honest 
fellow and he did the best for us and the horse. We had 
full confidence in Charlie all the time. He looked after the 
horse and that looked after us really.”

Young Quinn raced in an era when there were a host of 
very good horses competing in all three countries.

“He was a lovely horse to handle. He ate well and rested 
well. The things that you really wanted in a horse. That 
carried on right through when he went to the States. He 
didn’t mind being confined to stalls and stables. He looked 
after himself pretty well.”
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Following the Messara Review government passed 
the Racing Reform Act 2019 as the first phase of 
industry change. It established the Racing Industry 
Transaction Agency (RITA) to implement the 
changes.

The detailed changes are now in the Racing 
Industry Bill prepared by the Department of 
Internal Affairs for government in consultation with 
RITA. You can find the 88 page bill here.

The beginning of the Bill has the usual plain English 
description of each clause and section.

The Department of International Affairs (DIA) has 
produced a regulatory statement that contains 

Brad Reid

RACING 
INDUSTRY 
BILL: Call for 
Submissions

He also set numerous records including one world 
record.

“He won at the Meadowlands when it was a new 
track. He won one of the opening features. At the 
time he went 1-55 which doesn’t seem so great 
now but it was a world record for a gelding and a 
track record.”

In all, Young Quinn started 133 times recording 
59 wins and 36 placings for NZ$752,587 in stakes 
money.

“He had high speed. In New Zealand he could tail 
a field in the back straight and loop them as he 
did in the likes of the Wellington Cup and races in 
Auckland. He could be in front by the time you got 
out of the back straight and then just carry on to 
the post. It was the same in the States. He didn’t 
have to be cuddled up. He could rough it if he had 
to.”

Young Quinn was a truly remarkable durable 
racehorse indicative of many great horses from the 
very south of New Zealand.

further information about the key changes here. 

There are also links in the DIA document to the Messara 
Review and other policy reviews.

Peter Jensen the CEO of HRNZ has provided this summary 
of the bill and HRNZ”s preliminary position of some of the 
key issues  (Hyperlink)

Of significant concern to HRNZ, which is working closely 
with the two other codes, and The Breeders are:

   • The proposal to vest ownership of all intellectual             
   property in racing in the TAB, and not the codes – this is  
   contrary to Messara’s view and the concept of the codes   
   having greater control;

   • The ability of the TAB to partner, JV or outsource in      
   an increasingly competitive and sophisticated wagering  
   market all being subject to ministerial approval;

   • The establishment of the Racing Integrity Board –        
   merging the RIU and JCA;

   • Some of the details around disposal of venues and      
   associated assets;

   • The ability for the TAB to create new revenue streams  
   – the bill limits the TAB to wagering racing and sports.  
   This is very restrictive given what its competitors can       
   take bets on.

NZSBA Submission

NZ Standardbred Breeders Assn will make a submission 
on the bill. Breeders are invited to write to Brad Reid 
brad@thebreeders.co.nz by 4 February 2020 with views 
that you would like considered for our submission.

RITA Consultations

RITA has organised the following sessions for consultation 
on the bill at a number of race meetings and events next 
month. They will also hold a number of public forums and 
conference calls where they welcome your attendance at. 
These include:

21 January @5pm - Awapuni Racing Centre, Palmerston 
North

22 January @6pm - Ascot Park Racecourse, Invercargill

23 January @12pm - Cambridge Jockey Club

23 January @6pm - Pukekohe Park

http://legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2019/0198/latest/LMS291924.html
http://disclosure.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2019/198
mailto:brad%40thebreeders.co.nz?subject=
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24 January @ 12pm - Addington Raceway & Events 
Centre, Christchurch

31 January - Regional Conference Calls (tbc)

This is the summary of the Bill’s main proposals as 
contained in the DIA documentation

General Policy Statement for the Bill

In April 2018, the Minister for Racing commissioned 
an expert, Mr John Messara, to assess the state 
of the New Zealand racing industry. The Review 
of the New Zealand Racing Industry confirmed 
that the industry was in decline and that, without 
intervention, it was at risk of suffering irreparable 
damage.

This intervention began with the Racing Reform 
Act 2019, the first phase of a stepped change to 
the industry. The Racing Reform Act amended the 
Racing Act 2003 and the Gaming Duties Act 1971 to 
bring into effect a period of transition and various 
measures to increase the financial sustainability of 
the industry.

To realise the full benefits of these reforms, further 
legislative change is required. This Bill finalises the 
post-transition governance structure of the racing 
industry, creates a legislative framework to enable 
property to better benefit the racing industry, and 
enables new ways of seeking approval for betting 
products.

Given the extent of the reforms, the Bill creates a 
new Racing Industry Act that amalgamates the 
existing provisions from the Racing Act 2003, with 
policy decisions agreed by Cabinet in November 
2019. The new Act will have a refreshed purpose 
that includes a focus on minimising harm from 
gambling and will provide a high-level overview of 
the industry that recognises the industry’s pivot to a 
more commercial orientation.

Governance of racing industry

The Bill provides the post-transitional governance 
structure of the racing industry, with the creation 
of TAB NZ as the sole betting provider for racing 
and sports. The Bill empowers the 3 racing codes 
(Thoroughbred Racing New Zealand Incorporated, 
Harness Racing New Zealand Incorporated and 
New Zealand Greyhound Racing Association 
Incorporated) to effectively govern their respective 
industries and networks of clubs and venues, as 

it devolves the high-level racing functions, held by the 
Racing Industry Transition Agency and the New Zealand 
Racing Board previously, to the codes. These changes are 
intended to provide the industry with independence from 
the Government. However, the Bill includes the ability for 
the Minister for Racing to intervene if required.

The Bill establishes the Racing Integrity Board (RIB) as 
an entity independent from the racing codes that is 
responsible for all integrity functions and oversees a 
compliance arm and an adjudicative arm that operate 
independently of each other. The functions and powers 
of the RIB recognise that a sound integrity system and 
strong animal welfare protocols are fundamental to 
the sustainability of racing and betting, and the wider 
community’s support for the industry.

Property of racing clubs

The Bill introduces a suite of changes that will resolve 
historic property issues that have contributed to the 
decline of the industry. Two property objectives are 
introduced to guide decision making: the value of racing 
property should be retained in the industry, and the value 
of racing property should be used for maximum industry 
benefit. Two statutory provisions are introduced to support 
negotiations between clubs and codes on the utilisation 
of surplus venues. The Bill also introduces, as a backstop, 
a statutory decision-making process for the Minister for 
Racing to recommend an Order in Council to transfer 
property to the code. Provision is made for payments to 
the club and community, where these are warranted.

Betting

The Bill introduces an approval mechanism to enable 
consideration of new racing and sports betting products, 
which to date has required legislative change. This 
change will support opportunities to increase revenue for 
the racing industry and support its financial sustainability. 
The Bill will allow TAB NZ to seek agreement from an 
independent body to new betting rules, requiring that 
harm minimisation is prioritised in any application for a 
new betting rule.

The Bill introduces a focus on preventing and minimising 
gambling harm in the purpose statement of the Bill, to 
recognise the risks associated with new betting products. 
The Bill also provides TAB NZ with exclusive rights to the 
racing industry’s intellectual property used in racing 
betting and broadcast products in the Australian and New 
Zealand market.
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The flag bearing Sale for New Zealand breeders,  
NZB Standardbred’s 2020 National Standardbred Yearling 
Sale is the showcase event of the season, featuring four  
action-packed days of inspections, parades and selling across 
two outstanding venues.

Hot on its heels, the All Aged Sale will present a variety 
of breeding, investment, and racing opportunity - 
with a diverse catalogue of broodmares, weanlings, 
yearlings and racing stock set to go under the 
hammer in both Christchurch and Auckland.

Stay connected with NZB Standardbred

AKL
16 & 17 FEBRUARY

AT KARAKA

Showcasing some of the very 
best yearlings New Zealand 

has to offer, join us at Karaka 
in 2020 to find your next 

harness champion.

CHC
18 & 19 FEBRUARY
AT CHRISTCHURCH

The action continues at the 
Canterbury Agriculture Park 

with the remainder of the 
very best trotting and pacing 

yearlings on offer. 

NATIONAL YEARLING SALE

CHC
17 APRIL

AT CHRISTCHURCH

The 2020 Christchurch 
session will feature a range 

of weanlings, yearlings, 
broodmares and mixed 

bloodstock. 

AKL
4 MAY

AT KARAKA

The Sale continues at Karaka 
with quality stock on offer. 
All weanlings and unbroken 
yearlings are eligible for the 

Harness Million Series.

ALL AGED SALE

All Weanlings and unbroken Yearlings offered 
at NZB’s Sales in 2020 are eligible for the  

NZB Standardbred Harness Million Series

2020
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SHORT SNIPPETS

ATTENTION ALL BREEDERS | 
FOAL BRANDING

If your foal has not been branded please complete 
the branding card that was sent out with your 
foal registration form(s) at the end of November 
and send it to the branding contractor as soon as 
possible.

Details of your contractor are shown in the letter to 
all breeders and on the branding card that were 
posted with the application form(s).

Should you have any queries please contact us at 
Harness Racing New Zealand.

Phone 03 964 1200

Fax 03 964 1205

Email  cameron@hrnz.co.nz

Email  jfrench@hrnz.co.nz

SUPER FAST PAT | NZ RECORD

Super Fast Pat broke the trotting all comers record 
for the 2400m mobile when winning at the Winton 
meeting in 2:56.6 on New Year’s Eve.

The previous record was held by Beg Hall with a 
time of 2:59.9.

Super Fast Pat is out of the eight-win mare, Turbo 
Pat and was bred by Ginger Woodhouse and 
raced by Ginger Woodhouse and Neil Edge. His 
dam is Turbo Pat, an eight-win Sundon mare 
who is a sister to Pat’s Sun (US1.55.6, $265,000) 
and Victoria Trotting Derby winner Supreme Pat 
(US1.54.6, $361,000).

Their dam Young Pat won six races and was a half-
sister to a top trotter in White Horse Pride, while 
Alderbeck is also closely related.

Woodhouse has been associated with the breed 
since he owned and trained the Medoro mare 
Dorocin to win a trotting race in Invercargill in 1963 
after she’d been tried as a pacer.

Dorocin was a half-sister to Thearle, the dam of 
Petite Evander and grandam of Pride Of Petite.

AUCKLAND CUP WINNER |  
RICH BLOODLINES

Self Assured, the brilliant winner of the $245,000 Trilliant 
Trust Auckland Cup, main race of the Auckland Cup 
carnival at Alexandra Park, is a Bettor’s Delight gelding 
from the same family as that which produced the 
champion pacer Lazarus.

A four-year-old, Self Assured has not raced a great deal. 
He did not race at two and was undefeated in six starts at 
three including the Queensland Derby.

Star Of Venus, the winning dam of Self Assured, has the 
amazing record of leaving five winners from five foals 
of racing age – all Group/Listed winners and $100,000 
earners - and to different sires. Besides Self Assured, she 
is also the dam of Caviar Star 1:55.2 ($154,727), Star Of 
Memphis 1:52.9 ($123,320), Vega Star 1:51.2 ($121,178) and 
Star Of Dionysis 1:53.6 ($118,449).

Star Of Venus ranks as a half-sister to a cup class pacer in 
Star Galleria 1:53.9 ($360,365), being by Christian Cullen 
out of Starlitnight, a Tuapeka Knight mare out of the 
prolific producer Star Of Bethlehem.

His close relative Doctor Love cleared maidens at 
Cambridge two days earlier.

Between his dam, Spirit Of Eros, granddam Spirit Of 
Bethlehem (Soky’s Atom), great granddam Tabella Beth 
(Able Bye Bye) and great great granddam Double Tested 
(Great Evander), 16 of 17 branded colts have been race 
winners. 

It is of course a family tree that includes the likes of 
Stars And Stripes, Spirit Of Zeus, Light And Sound, Star 
Galleria, Tuesday’s Auckland Cup winner, Self Assured, 
and perhaps our greatest ever pacer in modern times, 
Lazarus.

ONE CHANGE |  
BETTOR’S DELIGHT TRIFECTA

With One Change winning the PGG 3YO Yearling Sales 
Open on New Year’s Eve, it marked the fourth time that his 
sire Bettor’s Delight had sired the trifecta in the rich race 
for sophomores.

Bettor’s Delight also sired the trifecta in 2014 2016 and 
2018 to cap off a fine Auckland Cup night where he also 
sired four winners on the card.

mailto:cameron%40hrnz.co.nz?subject=
mailto:jfrench%40hrnz.co.nz%20?subject=
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A sentimental mixed sale buy back in 2016 has really paid 
dividends for good friends and racing partners, Gavin 
Smith and Cameron Mackie.  

As Smith perused the catalogue in the Christchurch sale 
over three-and-a-half years ago, he spotted an aged 
trotting broodmare that he once drove on the track, Motu 
Miss Anna.  

“I remember driving her as a junior when I worked for 
David and Catherine Butt and she was in the stable,” said 
Smith.  

“I was chasing the Juniors’ Premiership at the time, and 
the Butt’s were chasing the Trainers’ Premiership and she 
won a couple of races for us, so I had a real soft spot for 
her.  

“She was a lovely, kind mare and by that stage I had 
already handled one of her progeny, Motu Great 
Sensation.  

“I did her early education and trained her but the 
owner was struggling and ended up doing a deal with 
Brent Borcoskie.  

“Anyway, she went through the ring, with a Majestic Son 
filly at foot and one in the belly and there was virtually no 
interest in her.  

“I felt like she hadn’t really been given a fair shot, stallion-
wise, and couldn’t be condemned on that.  

Garrick Knight 

SENTIMENTAL 
PURCHASE PAYING 
DIVIDENDS FOR 
SMITH AND MACKIE 

WELL-BRED FILLY BECOMES 18TH 
INDIVIDUAL 3YO SEASONAL WIN-
NER FOR STABLE

Dance With Stars, who became the 18th individual 
3YO winner for the Kentuckiana Lodge stable at 
Addington on Friday, December 20, is bred to be 
above average and is expected to strengthen next 
year.

A big daughter of Art Major and four-win mare 
There’s A Dancer (1:58.9), bred and raced by Rob 
and Eleanor Spencer, Dance With Stars furthered a 
100 percent starters-to-winners record for her dam.

First-up she left Bracken Ridge (1:56.1, five NZ 
wins), followed by McClinchie (1:51.6, US), who 
made a statement with a 16 length maiden win at 
Addington before his sale to Australia, Ocean Ridge 
(1:55.3, Aust) and Ocean Beach (2:00.3).

Dance With Stars is a grand-daughter of the 1998 
NZ Standardbred Breeders Stakes winner, 1996 NZ 
Oaks winner and former NZ Aged Mare of the Year, 
There’s A Franco (1:57.7 mile rate, 2000m, 13 wins & 
$217,588).

The family has had a lift in recent months with a 
grand-son of There’s A Franco in Franco Totem 
winning multiple races at the Meadowlands, New 
Jersey, in the USA, including a personal best of 
1:50.4 (fifths) .

Tory Franco, a half-sister to There’s A Franco, has 
also bred on strongly, leaving seven to race for 
seven winners, including Sir Artsplace (1:55.2, Aust), 
Luksam (1:55.3, Aust), Belletti (p3, 1:58.7, dam of La 
Norvic De Milo, p2, 1:58.7), Kashana (p3, 1;58.5), The 
Cotton Club (p3, 1:57.3, Aust) and Good As Gold (p2, 
1:58.9).

BROODMARE DOUBLE

The Badlands Hanover mare Lady Antebellum left 
important winners in two different countries in the 
space of 24 hours.

Billy Badger, a six-year-old Art Major gelding, won 
a $US30,000 Open in a career-best 1:50 at Dover 
Downs, Delaware on Thursday, while Stars Tonight, 
a four-year-old Bettor’s Delight gelding, scored 
at Addington the following day. Billy Badger has 
amassed stake earnings of $US188,637, while Stars 
Tonight has earned $62,368.

They are the first two offspring of the unraced Lady 
Antebellum, who is also the dam of talented three-year-
old filly Need You Know, the winner of three races this 
season including a Sires Stakes heat in 1:55.1 at Auckland.

The trio were bred by Woodlands Stud.
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Swiss Miss and connections after win New Year’s Eve

“I couldn’t bear to see her be picked up for nothing 
and potentially be discarded, so I stuck my hand up 
and got her for $1,100.”  

Both foals have been winners in the past week or 
so with four-year-old mare Swiss Miss victorious 
at Alexandra Park on New Years’ Eve and younger 
sister, Scrappylittlenobody, a debut winner at 
Westport on Boxing Day.  

Smith and Mackie race the latter in partnership 
with Smith training while Swiss Miss is now in 
Auckland with Robert Dunn, owned by Mackie and 
some friends, with a permanent move across the 
ditch in the pipeline.  

“I was happy when Cameron came in for half on 
sale day because it limited my liability from the 
outset,” said Smith.  

“But I was always a seller and when Swiss Miss 
qualified I was keen to shift her on and take the 
profit.  

“Cam was too but then changed his mind at the 
last minute and instead got two friends of his from 
Australia, Barry Cooper and Jamie Cockshutt, to 
buy me out.  

“After a couple of wins and some good runs down 
here, I decided to take her north for a few features 
at Auckland in the autumn. 

“Knowing that she was owned in Auckland and 
Aussie, and was likely heading across there soon 
enough, we decided 

it was best she stay up there and race for the good 
stakes rather than come home.” 

A win immediately followed in her first start for 
Dunn – in a $20,000 race at Auckland back in May, 
and after another placing she was turned out. 

But things didn’t go smoothly as she returned for a new 
campaign as Mackie takes up the story. 

“Robert and Rhys Fensom have done a great job getting 
her back to the winner’s circle, but I have to also give a lot 
of credit to Dave and Clare McGowan. 

“She was struggling with a few niggles in the lead-up to 
her new campaign so we made the call to send her to 
Dave and Clare for a while. 

“Clare obviously brings her chiropractic expertise, but 
Dave also spent a lot of time getting her right. 

“They were upset when she went back to Robert’s on the 
other side of the track at Pukekohe, but it was always the 
plan.” 

Swiss Miss will likely head across to Andy Gath’s 
Melbourne stable soon, with plans in place. 

Scrappylittlenobody showed real tenacity to win at 
Westport after being challenged in front down the final 
straight. Her name, Mackie says, relates to actress Anna 
Kendrick.  “I read her biography and it was called Scrappy 
Little Nobody. With the dam being Motu Miss Anna, we 
decided it would be a great name for the horse.” 

Smith says the outlook is good for the three-year-old 
and while plans haven’t been firmed up yet, he has just 
done the same sale deal with Cooper and Cockshutt as 
with Swiss Miss. 

“The deal was done just before Westport but the paper-
work hasn’t gone through yet. 

“We’ll just see how she’s going, but we will probably go 
down a similar path to her sister – a few of the feature 
trots for fillies. 

“I’d say she’ll also end up in Auckland and then Aussie as 
well, but for now she’ll stay down here.” 
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After failing to get in foal again, including two 
attempts with Love You’s frozen semen, the decision 
was made to re-home Motu Miss Anna. 

“Jackie Law took her and re-homed her for me; 
she’s now out doing trekking, I think,” said Smith. 

Mexicana is another “old hand’ of the Casey tribe 
her dam Pocaro emerging from a “mix and match” 
branch of the same family as La Reine Del Sur 
though the relationship is not close. It is the tried 
and true No 1 family which seems to be able to 
throw top pacers and trotters with almost equal 
ease.

Mexicana’s dam Pocaro was something of a 
triumph for a Casey breeding theory. He had 
raced the dual Inter Dominion runner-up Africa 
from Game Flyer who was sold (later returned) to 
the US. So Trevor bought her full sister Niamey, a 
moderate performer, along with Gary Allen and 
Ken Barron. The second foal, Pocaro was a star 
for Trevor -13 from 42 and over $230,000 and is 
already the dam of Missandei and Kings Landing. 
The 4th foal was Springbank Sam and then came 
Sun of Anarchy who has done well in Perth and 
Daenerys Targaryen, winner of 15 races here and in 
Australia.

Pocaro, a Jewels winner and the dam of a Jewels 
winner Missandei with her first foal, has as 
her granddam Flying Bay, trained by Leicester 
Tatterson, who was a little surprising as a trotter as 
her sire Bay Foyle was close to a great pacer and 

By David McCarthy |  
C/O All Stars Website

MEXICANA-
FAMILIAR 
GROUND - and a 
bad blue on the 
pedigree records!

her dam Flying Ailsa was a trotting bred filly who only 
wanted to pace.

Her dam, Ailsa Craig, who struck a purple patch of trotting 
form as a five year old showing real ability, would later 
gain fame in the breeding paddock.

Bay Foyle’s dam Glen Foyle is shown as with an unknown 
pedigree on the HRNZ database but that is not the case, 
However, it is an understandable error because of some 
misleading information in the Australian Stud Book.

For some reason her dam was listed as “Glenfoyle’s 
Dam” in Australia, surprising given that Bay Foyle was so 
well-known and the entries showed that authorities were 
aware of her antecedents.

She was from an unnamed Sandydale mare but her 
granddam was a direct descendant of Topsy one of our 
best-known foundation mares. Glen Foyle was a half-
sister to Girl Black a grand staying mare with Denis Nyhan 
states ran a half in 56 on the Nyhan track back in the 
1950’s. Girl Black’s daughter Golden Legacy left the iron 
horse ,Hi Foyle, Tar Foyle and Sue Foyle and Girl Black’s 
daughter Sara Black left Birdie Hanover.

Bay Foyle by a son of Volomite in Goose Bay, from ace 
mare Her Ladyship,stood at Kotare Downs in Rangiora 
and proved surprisingly successful as a trotting stallion. 
Notable was Kotare Gunner, who had pacing sires 
right through his immediate pedigree but who beat the 
headline trotting filly About Now in the NZ Trotting Stakes 
when trained by Gary Hillier, who was based at Kotare 
Downs at the time. 

Further back were trotting mares with pacing sires 
including one, Silk Thread an American import best known 
for his liking for savaging his attendants even attacking 
the American trainer at Roydon Lodge while in the cart on 
Yaldhurst Rd so badly he returned to the US. Few stallions 
were feared like he was.

Silk Thread however was a surprising success as a 
broodmare sire. Attack, In the Mood, Dancing Years Fairy 
Dell, Mobile Globe, Empire Lady, Wexford Rose (dam of 
Excelsa) and Pagliacci were all well-known names to 
harness fans of the ‘50’s from Silk Thread mares, only 
one of whom took to trotting. Some others were treated 
with considerable respect having inherited some of their 
grandsire’s moods. Oddly In the Mood played another 
feature role in one of the greatest trotters this family has 
produced.

She left the top pacer, Light Mood, who, when he was 
mated with Ailsa Craig to give the Light Brigade/U Scott 
cross produced Kimmer the dam of Tussle.

It is a family that certainly keeps giving.
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