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BETTOR’S DELIGHT

Long live the king.

Even at the ripe old age of 22, Bettor’s Delight continues to 
deliver phenomenal results on and off the race track.

If there was any doubt about that, his results on Monday 
and Wednesday at the 2020 NZB Standardbred Yearling 
Sale exceeded expectations.

His averages across the two sales was surely a record for 
a stallion with more than 20 catalogued.

Across the two days, Bettor’s averaged a whopping 
$75,000 from 73 lots sold.

This included:

 • 15 six figure lots 
 • seven @ $200,000+ 
 • Aggregate of $5,511,000.

I don’t need to pump his hooves up any more than they 
already are, but for vendors who sent a mare to him at 
$20,000 (with a 20% discount), by my calculations only 12 
of the 73 (16%) failed to make costs if you set the threshold 
at $40,000.

Only six lots were passed in and two of them were by 
the stud who stands him so by and large, Bettor’s Delight 
rewarded breeders in a big way.

To give another take on his results, his sales average 
in New Zealand was higher than Captaintreacherous’ 
(leading 2 & 3YO sire in NA) at both Lexington and 
Harrisburg.

If you are breeding for the sales and have a somewhat 
commercial mare, he has to be at the top of the list 
given his product is what the trainers and buyers are 
demanding.

While one can argue that open books have given him the 
proverbial leg up on the rest, he is the greatest example 

Brad Reid

SALES SOAR: NZB 
STANDARDBRED 
DELIVERS IN YEAR 
TWO (AGAIN!)
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of right place, right time and then delivering on an 
opportunity.

The gluttony of Direct Scooter and Albatross line 
mares, coupled with his fertility and ability to 
serve massive books will see him go down as our 
greatest sire ever bar none.

BEST OF THE REST? 

Without a doubt, Captaintreacherous rewarded 
those prepared to back their judgement and go to 
the son of Somebeachsomewhere in what can be 
the trickiest year, his second season at stud.

It can be rocks or diamonds going in the 
sophomore season but if the sire kicks a goal in 
North America and happens to produce early 
2YOs here, you can slingshot on the back of that 
momentum.

The leading 2 and 3-year-old sire in North America 
has already made an imprint at stud in Australasia 
being the sire of three starters for two winners from 
only 22 foals in New Zealand. The stallion he is 
chasing like everyone else has had six starters for 
two winners from 207 foals.

It was wasn’t simply a case of line up and get paid, 
but with a service fee for this crop of $10,000 if paid 
by the 1st of April, very few got a blood-nose even 
with the costs of frozen taken into account.

Three six figure lots headed by the Parkers 
fetching $250,000 for Lot 122 showed he was not 
out of place in the bright lights with a very healthy 
average $72,000 across both sales. 

Given his service fee this was remarkable. The fee 
has since climbed and his availability scarcer since 
his North American success, but this will only help 
vendors and commercial breeders able to secure a 
booking to him come sales day in the future.

KARAKA VS CHRISTCHURCH | WHO GOES FIRST?

Sometimes it pays to put your hand up and suck 
eggs when you find yourself on the wrong end of 
an argument.

I am waving the white flag on this debate and give 
credit to Peter Lagan who has been adamant long 
before NZB came to town.

Who gets to go first has been the bug bear of many of 
the Canterbury contingent, and still well may be for some 
who believe there is an advantage in selling first.

This may have been the case in the past where marketing 
was not the forte of the bloodstock company running the 
sales, but the content rolled out in the lead up to the last 
two sales has been above and beyond what vendors 
could hope for.

A strong buying bench and a catalogue of yearlings that 
meets the market will create demand for the product on 
offer.

Each Island had four $200,000 yearlings and given 
Christchurch catalogued almost 80 more pacers than the 
North Island, the averages paint the picture of a very even 
spread of the aggregate spend.

$200K THE NEW $100K

The demand at the top end of the sale was undeniably 
strong and the results tell the story.

Nine $200,000 lots.

I may stand to be corrected but Smooth Deal was the last 
$200,000 yearling sold in New Zealand in 2018 and the 
before that was Mach Shard in 2016.

The last sale run by PGGW in 2018 featured a mere six 
$100+k lots across both sales.

The 2020 equivalent featured 14 in the $100,000 range not 
including the nine in the $200,000 range.

Stakes haven’t magically increased, and I don’t confess 
to have the answers as to why the competition was so 
strong.

But can we please refrain from the tall poppy crap we 
have had to endure in some social media posts since the 
sales?

We should not only be welcoming of investments such as 
those this week, but whole heartedly encouraging it.

Who are you to question the logic of someone and how 
they choose to spend their hard earned?

This is money that filters back into the industry via the 
very core that is providing the product!! Breeders. Anyone 
begrudging of that isn’t worth the time of day.
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LOVE ME SOME LOVE YOU

What is it about the French fronting up on the 
biggest stage?

At the 2020 Trotting Sale on Tuesday, Love You 
served it it up to the rest of his peers and blew them 
out of the water.

In making his impact on the New Zealand breeding 
industry, he did so in a similar mould to what 
Muscle Hill is now, with middling crops of not much 
more than 20. 

Bugger me, from a crop of 21 live foals in 2011 
he produced Monbet, Habibti Ivy & Great 
Things Happen among many other very handy 
intermediate and open class trotters.

Fertility issues and semen quality saw him produce 
only 24 live foals between 2014-16 but he has 
bounced back with 107 in 2017 & 18 respectively.

On Tuesday we saw his vendors bear the fruits 
of these offerings and Tony Barron can bankrupt 
every dairy in the South Island of popsicles if he so 
pleases.

Love You averaged $63,000 from 12 lots sold. Take 
out the $280,000 offering and he still averaged 
$43,000 from 11 lots. Not bad for a trotting stallion 
with a service fee of $8,000.

FILLIES

The fillies punched well above their weight 
throughout the course of the week and a couple of 
factors albeit anecdotal may have been at play.

For a start, NZB made the decision to parade the 
fillies amongst the colts with a few vendors raising 
eyebrows at how it might play out.

As noted by James Jennings however, not only 
did this ease the flow of traffic throughout both 
parades, it may have helped a few fillies get sold.

In previous years the fillies have been split from 
the colts, however going in lot order may have 
allowed the girls to catch the eye of a few buyers in 
attendance that perhaps wouldn’t have inspected 
them otherwise.

Secondly the success of our bloodlines 
internationally has shown we are capable of 
matching anything on the world stage.

The residual value of some of these fillies is enormous and 
that will have played a factor in several of the purchases 
made by our Australian friends such as the Bond camp 
getting a Bettor’s filly out of the half-sister to Elle Mac.

The Giumelli’s from WA have taken home a nice one in the 
Bettor’s daughter out of Beaudiene Bad Babe and so too 
the McClintock family1 

$280k as your first ever purchase! Graham McClintock 
did so with the intention of securing a future broodmare 
proposition also! If you want to know a bit more about 
this stunning buy, read about Graham McClintock and his 
pride and joy in next story.

In the end the girls averaged $41,000 in Christchurch 
($36k without the top lot) and $33,000 in Auckland.

Not bad by any stretch.

BUYING BENCH

No sale can have the success vendors and NZB 
experienced without a strong buying bench and for that 
NZB must take a massive amount of the plaudits.

Andrew Seabrook, James Jennings and the team behind 
them have worked tirelessly throughout the year in 
helping to create a culture of passion and excitement 
about our industry here and internationally.

The breed has done its part on the global stage, however 
Natalie Jameson and her marketing team have been the 
ones to bottle this and deliver the results of our breed 
and serve it up in a variety of content that has been both 
engaging and exciting.

We had 12 individual Australian purchasers who took 
home 20 lots spending nearly $2.5 million in the process.

Emilio & Mary Rosati didn’t miss the ones they wanted!

So too Jean Feiss & the Giumelli’s who were both 
extremely active across both sales.

We can’t thank the Australian’s without thanking the local 
buying bench which was incredible this year.

It’s a good thing Stonewall Stud have built a new barn 
because they have 15 yearlings to take home after two big 
days of buying.

Lincoln Farms took home 12 yearlings so it was with little 
wonder Ray Green jumped in his Uber with a smile on his 
face.

Phil & Glenys Kennard took home nine yearlings, and then 
you have the likes of Ronnie Dawe who went to Auckland 



and spent over $100k on his three purchases.

LOOKING AHEAD

While a lot of the indicators were positive in terms 
of the strongest ever top end and a very solid 
middle market. We the breeders are still left with 
challenges as we look further afield.

The most glaring issue is the pacing market with 
commercial breeders or those taking yearlings to 
the sales having their hands forced as to who they 
can breed too.

Unlike the North American market, horseman and 
buyers are unwilling to spend the limited resource 
they have taking a chance on sires they know little 
or nothing about.

It’s not that they don’t know Miki was the equal 
fastest horse of all time, it’s just that for the majority 
of them to spend tens of thousands on a yearling, 
they prefer to do so with a stallion that has done 
the job on the track.

A la Rock N Roll Heaven and American Ideal to 
some extent.

I’m not saying it’s right and I’m not saying it’s 
wrong.

It’s just so hard to bring a stallion down and get an 
equal footing and if there was an easy answer I’m 
sure someone smarter than I would have sorted 
this by now. 

The fact of the matter is not every mare can go to 
Art Major, Bettor’s Delight or Captaintreacherous.

However until these other stallions produce 
consistent results on the track, commercial 
breeders need to swim between the right lane 
ropes and unfortunately it’s getting harder and 
harder to do it.

It’s a small gripe on a great week but something 
we must continue to consider and look to improve 
upon.

A competitive stallion market with greater 
incentives to breed to some of the lesser stallions is 
greatly needed in New Zealand. The one off Sires 
7000 is simply not enough to support the stallions 
looking for a fighting chance with the legends like 
Bettor’s.
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Our investors are earning a passive income of over $120,000 PA
with property investment.

Our system works!
Find out more at www.pinz.co.nz
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First time buyer Graham McClintock stole the show 
at the NZB Standardbred Sales in Christchurch 
today when he outlaid $280,000 for Southern Bred 
Southern Reared filly Moet Shard.

The Bettor’s Delight filly owned and prepared by 
Mark and Debbie Smith of Shard Farm created a 
new Australasian record for a filly sold at a yearling 
sale.

McClintock who runs a 2000 acre cattle and sheep 
farm in Cheviot in North Canterbury only decided 
last month to buy at the sales and got friend and 
trainer Jeff Whittaker to look through the catalogue.

“In the last couple of weeks he came to us to say 
he was interested in getting into a yearling and 
said he wanted a horse by Bettor’s Delight out of 
a Christian Cullen mare. Graham’s been a farmer 
at Cheviot all his life. He was an active rider up to 
four or five years ago when he was riding, show 
jumping and hunting so he’s always been a horse 
person. His granddaughters ride with my daughter 
Stephanie so we got to know them through that,” 
Whittaker said.

Whittaker picked Moet Shard out of the catalogue 
and sent Northern reinsman Scott Phelan south to 
view the filly on the SBSR Tour.

Bruce Stewart

FIRST TIME BUYER STEALS THE SHOW

“I got Scotty to have a look at her. He was staying at our 
place with Wainui Creek. We also had a good look at her 
on Monday night and we were pretty excited with what 
we saw.”

Whittaker knows the Shard family well as his wife Tracey 
has a quarter share in Mach Shard who was also a sales 
topper in the 2016 Sale.

“It’s a pretty nice family. It’s probably one of the best 
breeds in Australasia. To get a Bettor’s Delight filly out of 
a Christian Cullen mare from that breed was what we 
wanted to do. We got a good report from the vet, her 
conformation was good. She ticked all the boxes so we 
had a crack.”

McClintock’s granddaughter, who’s in her early twenties, 
took on the role of bidder for the filly.

“Granddad just told her to keep going. Graham was 
pretty excited,” Whittaker, who will train the filly said.

He said the price was slightly higher that he expected.

“To be honest I thought we’d have to pay $200,000. I 
thought we were a little bit overs but Graham was happy 
to pay that. With the granddaughters we looked at them 
having a broodmare. We had some other fillies and some 
colts as Plan B and C but when we got plan A we were 
happy.”

Whittaker said this foray into harness racing won’t be the 
first and only time for McClintock.

“I’d say they’ll be back next year.”

Understandably the Smiths were on cloud nine after 
producing their sale topper and her price well and truly 
exceeded their $100,000 reserve.

“We walked over to the pavilion and popped the reserve 
to the auctioneer five minutes before she came in. When 
she came in the opening bid was $100,000. I’ll have to 
watch the bidding (video) again but it was just going 
through the roof. It got to $200,000 that Mach Shard went 
for. I thought this is amazing then it went to 250, to 260. 
Afterwards we hugged each other behind the box. It was 
very emotional,” said Mark.

Sale Topper Moet Shard
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It’s absolutely unbelievable. We’re here with the 
new owners having a Moet so there you go.”

Once again it was a fabulous result for Southern 
Bred Southern Reared yearlings.

John and Katrina Price’s Bettor’s Delight – 
Democrat Party colt sold to Cran Dalgety for 
$200,000.

Vin and Daphne Devery’s colt out of Christian 
Dreamer was bought by Joshua Dickie for $160,000 
while Paul and Mandy Pearce’s Bettor’s Delight 
colt out of Luminesce was purchased by Phil and 
Glenys Kennard for $150,000.

A great day.

Monday, February 17, 2020

Day One of NZB Standardbred’s second ever 
National Standardbred Yearling Sale kicked off at 
Karaka on Monday, with record-breaking results 
rounding out the Auckland Sale. 

The Sale broke records today after four Lots 
sold for in excess of $200,000, with the median 
increasing on last year’s results closing at $36,250.

NZB Director and Operations Manager James 
Jennings was thrilled with the outcome of the results 
on Day One held at Karaka.

“The average is on par with last year and an 
increased median shows good depth to the Sale.

“There were pleasing results for a number of 
vendors, highlighting that the buyers were 
prepared to pay for quality yearlings.

“We are very happy with the momentum of 
the Sale so far and look forward to it carrying 
through to Christchurch over the next two days,” 
commented Jennings.

Bettor’s Delight – Democrat Party colt

Bruce Stewart

NZB STANDARDBRED ENTERS 
UNCHARTED TERRITORY

The highlight of the session was Lot 122 
(Captaintreacherous), a bay colt purchased for $250,000 
by Emilio and Mary Rosati from Tardina Stud’s draft.

Leading the buying bench at Auckland was Lincoln 
Farms Bloodstock, securing six yearlings for a total spend 
of $597,500. Included in John Street’s purchases were 
two colts, Lots 49 and 63 for $210,000 and $200,000 
respectively, both were from the draft of Woodlands Stud.

The fourth $200,000 purchase was Lot 113, a brown colt 
from Georgia Brooke Lodge secured by Jean Feiss.  

Second on the leading buyers list was Stonewall Stud, 
purchasing 11 horses for an aggregate of $587,500.

The leading vendor by aggregate were 2019’s title holders 
Woodlands Stud, selling 34 yearlings of their 36 offered 
for a total of $1,648,500.

Sire power was evident at Karaka today, with demand 
for Captaintreacherous continuing from 2019 results as 
leading pacing sire by average (three or more sold) at the 
close of selling, averaging $96,250 for four horses sold.

Second on the leading sires table by average was 
champion stallion Bettor’s Delight, selling 31 yearlings for 
an average of $68,226.
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Tuesday, February 18, 2020

The momentum continued from NZB 
Standardbred’s Auckland session into Day One of 
the National Yearling Sale in Christchurch, with 
all key sale statistics exceeding results of the 2019 
trotting session. 

With 36 Lots sold this afternoon, the aggregate 
surpassed the million-dollar mark to close at 
$1,281,750. The average and median both climbed 
to $34,642 and $24,000 respectively and the 
clearance rate settled at 79%.

The strong demand for the square gaiters was 
evident today at Canterbury Agricultural Park, 
after Lot 146 broke an Australasian record by being 
the highest-ever recorded purchase for a trotting 
yearling. The Love You (ex Queen Kenny) colt was 
purchased by Peter Lagan Standardbreds for 
$280,000 from the draft of Barron Bloodstock.

Vendor Tony Barron commented “I had the thrill of 

Bruce Stewart

AUSTRALASIAN RECORD ON DAY ONE 
AT CHRISTCHURCH

a lifetime last year when we ran fourth in the Derby [with 
Global Domination] but today has surpassed that.

“He’s just such a nice horse, he’s very intelligent, he’s got 
the breeding and we’re pretty happy.”

International sire lines were prominent at today’s Sale, 
with Champion European Stallion Love You dominating 
the leading sire tables, having sold 12 Lots for $760,000 in 
receipts and an average of $63,333.

Emerging stallion Father Patrick also made his mark at 
the Christchurch session, making him the second leading 
sire by average after four Lots sold for an average of 
$37,500.

Leading vendor by aggregate at the close of selling was 
Barron Bloodstock, who sold the record-breaking Love 
You colt for $280,000.

Ripple Creek secured the leading vendor by average 
(three or more sold) and second leading vendor by 
aggregate titles after selling five Lots for a total of 
$155,000 in receipts while averaging $31,000.

https://www.nzbstandardbred.co.nz/sales/2020-national-standardbred-yearling-sale-christchurch?ordered=lot&sort=asc&sale_id=7&page_size=1000&start_pos=1
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Wednesday, February 19, 2020

As the gavel fell on NZB Standardbred’s 2020 
National Yearling Sale, the record-breaking sale 
emulated the results from the inaugural Sale 
further cementing New Zealand Bloodstock as 
market leaders in Standardbred sales. 

Bruce Stewart

PHENOMENAL RESULTS SEE OUT 2020 
YEARLING SALE

The strong demand for quality stock over the past 
two days continued into the Christchurch Sale of 
Pacers today, which saw 149 yearlings sell for an 
aggregate of $6,479,500. The average and median 
closed at $43,487 and $30,000 respectively, while 
the clearance rate settled at 78%.

NZB’s Director and Operations Manager James 
Jennings commented, “to have nine horses break 
the $200,000 barrier this week has been nothing 
short of phenomenal and I doubt it has ever been 
done before.

“A credit to the vendors who continued to lift the 
bar with the presentation of their yearlings.

$280,000 purchase Lot 243  
(Bettor’s Delight x Pemberton Shard).

“The increase in overall average and clearance rate for 
the week was evident of the strong buying bench present 
and the healthy competition for the quality lots resulting 
in a total of 14 sell at today’s session for in excess of 
$100,000,” said Jennings.

Fillies have been in demand with residual value in mind 
after the Sale-topper of the pacing session, Lot 243, a 
Bettor’s Delight (ex Pemberton Shard) filly was purchased 
by Mr Graham McClintock for $280,000.

Out of the draft of Shard Farm, this was the Cantabrian 
farmer’s first ever purchase in the Standardbred code.

Continuing the theme, a second filly by Bettor’s Delight 
out of Beaudiene Bad Babe (Lot 313) went for $220,000, 
secured by Perth couple Jim and Willie Giumelli from the 
Broadfield Lodge draft.

Phil and Glenys Kennard came out on top as leading 
buyers by aggregate, purchasing five horses for $420,000 
in receipts, including two yearlings for in excess of 
$100,000.

David Shadbolt’s Broadfield Lodge ended the day 
of trading on a high, topping the leading vendor by 
aggregate and cracking one and a half million in turnover 
for 22 horses sold.

Southern vendor Shard Farm took the leading vendor 
by average (three or more sold) title, selling eight for an 
average just shy of $100,000.

Champion sire Bettor’s Delight dominated proceedings at 
today’s session averaging above $80,000 for 42 yearlings 
sold.

https://www.nzbstandardbred.co.nz/sales/2020-national-standardbred-yearling-sale-christchurch?ordered=lot&sort=asc&sale_id=7&page_size=1000&start_pos=1
https://www.nzbstandardbred.co.nz/sales/2020-national-standardbred-yearling-sale-christchurch?ordered=lot&sort=asc&sale_id=7&page_size=1000&start_pos=1
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Cran Dalgety

“Yes he was its sort of frustrating as you want to put 
them in the right order in terms of numbers and 
where you want them all but if I had to pick one he 
was the one I wanted.

Sure he went for a high price but it seemed to be 
quite common throughout the day.

To select the one you want you have to pay overs 
and if he’s good which I think he is, it could turn out 
quite cheap.

They get a great upbringing down in Southland 
and the Price’s do a great job. I know he hasn’t 
missed a meal in his early part of life and now it’s 
up to me.”

Brad Reid

THE ‘BULLY’ FROM BUYERS  
AND VENDORS

Barry Purdon

“I was going to say the old $130,000 is the new $200,000, 
but to stay ahead of the game you’ve just got to buy them 
if you can. 

He had a great head on him and a good eye, and you 
couldn’t really fault him so now you’ve just got to hope he 
can run quick.”

Jill Smolenski

“It’s been absolutely amazing, absolutely amazing.

There was a lot of interest, I couldn’t believe it was quite 
overwhelming, but he’s the complete horse who had 
great confirmation and he was a great type with a great 
nature.
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To be honest I had a reserve of $40,000 and when 
it got to $80,000 I thought, WOOOOHOO, and then 
it kept climbing and I can’t remember the rest, it’s 
all a bit of a blur! I was trying to hold it together.

Dean Shannon purchased Sole Ambition who is out 
of One Dream a few years ago and he really really 
liked him so I’m glad he’s gone to a good home 
and a good trainer.

It’s a dream come true honestly.”

Andrew Grierson

“We had three nice colts who made a bit of money 
so that was nice, we brought 38 to the sales and I 
think we have two left, so are clearance rate was 
good as well.

I thought there was an amazing number of people 
here and bidding was strong, but for whatever 
reason it was patchy in the middle. But typical of 
sales you never really know why.

I think overall most people would be happy with 
what eventuated and he sale was buoyant, there 
were some nice horses in the South Island that I 
saw.

I think the vendors overall including ourselves 
turned out the horses really well and buyers had a 
good selections of horses to look at and it reflected 
in a lot of the good buying that was done.

It’s not me whose going and getting up in the 
morning and feeding those horses and organising 
staff and the paddocks and where horses are 
going. Its our staff, and the breeders and their staff.

The essence is how you wean a horse and bring it 
through the winter and out the other end and that’s 
a testimony to our stud master Tony Grayling and 
Kelly Blakemore who runs our yearlings and the 
team. 

Their attention to detail is amazing and Charlie, 
Mary, Paul and myself are grateful for the work 
that they do.”

Tony Parker

“Well it certainly is (reference to sales price) when I 
think of some of the prices of some good horses we 
sold, like Chase Auckland was about $45,000 and 
that was the sort of level I thought we were looking 
at.

(Lot 122) He was quite popular with the buyers though.

The result is great, we put a lot of work into the young 
horses and it’s great to get a result like that.”

Steve Telfer

We’ve managed to buy a few quality lots we think so time 
will tell.

We’re in the process of finishing the new barn and it will 
be a fine establishment when its finished.

We have had a good run with syndication and it was quite 
successful last year in our first attempt at branching out so 
we’ve gone again this year.

(Lot 102) He had a good page and quite a nice type so we 
look forward to doing the work with him.”

Regan Todd

(Lot 52) She’s a really nice filly and were thrilled to get our 
hands on her. I’ve actually never had a Sweet Lou so it’s 
a bit of the unknown but she had a bit of presence about 
her and a good type.

(Lot 41) He’s a nice wee colt and we probably got him for 
a bit less than we thought so it worked out perfect with 
that one. Phil and Glenys purchased me one last year 
who should be stepping out in the next few weeks and 
hopefully this fella can follow in the same tracks.”

Phil Kennard

(Lot 13) We just thought he was a nice walking colt, we 
actually really liked the previous colt Beach Babe Beauty 
but we just thought this was a nicer type and a couple of 
the syndicate were enamoured with him at the parade 
yesterday so we thought we better line him up.

We were quite happy to pick him up for $100,000 to be 
fair but that’s getting up there. We don’t normally get too 
much into those six figures as buyers. We’re always trying 
to find value but we recognise the vendors have got to be 
looked after as well.

There have been some good battles so far, I just looked at 
a nice wee filly that I thought would be near $50 or $60k 
and she went near $90,000. 

There’s been a lot of people here, at Karaka, the last two 
days and we’ve been here since Saturday afternoon and 
even on Saturday there were more people here then I’ve 
ever seen before.
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Three women passionate about harness racing 
came together to produce one of the richest 
standardbred lots in New Zealand yearling history 
at Karaka on Monday.

Sydney’s Mary Rosati cast the winning 
bid of $250,000, for Im Cushty, a standout 
Captaintreacherous colt out of the Badlands 
Hanover mare, Hi Ho Silver Lining.

Rosati and husband, Emilio, had been locked in 
a fierce bidding war with Melbourne’s Jean Feiss, 
who suffered a very rare sale-ring defeat.

Numerous others were involved in the early 
bidding, but Feiss and the Rosatis soon emerged, 
as usual, from the ruck to fight it out.

Sitting nervously behind the auctioneers’ dais 
was co-breeder Anne Parker, who together with 
husband Tony operates Tardina Stud in Bombay.

“I was so nervous at the beginning but just started 
feeling better and better and better,” Parker told 
HRNZ moments after the hammer fell.

She gave the colt a name derived from Romany 
Gypsy which basically means ‘I’m excellent’ or ‘I’m 
good’.

“Because I’m a gypsy princess and I knew he was 
going to do well.

“Cushty is very good in gypsy.”

Unfortunately for Parker, the name will be removed 
as the Rosatis rename all their purchases with the 
‘Stride’ suffix.

Still, nothing was going to wipe the smile of her and 
husband Tony’s faces after such a delightful result.

“It’s taken a bit of work to get to this position, but we 
really enjoy it.

“And if you’re lucky, like we have been, you keep 
going.”

Parker described it as a “mixed sale” for them on 
the whole with five of their seven lots selling for a 
gross of $400,000.

Garrick Knight

LADIES COMBINE FOR QUARTER-
MILLION SALE-TOPPING COLT

And they’ll go to good stables, too with Mark Purdon and 
Natalie Rasmussen buying another Captaintreacherous, 
Tony Herlihy picking up a third one, Ray Green to train Im 
Cushty and Purdon’s son Michael, who is making waves 
as a trainer, buying an Andover Hall colt.

The Parkers are well past retirement age but still breed 
from “about 30” mares.

“This has been reward for a lot of hard work we’ve put in 
over many years,” said Tony Parker.

This year’s crop had its preparations compromised by an 
especially dry summer, so the effort by staff to turn them 
out as they did was a big effort, Parker reckoned.

The Parkers’ results also underlined the rising star that is 
Captaintreacherous as a sire.

He only had four in the sale and they netted $395,000 
with a $40,000 minimum.

His results in the American sale ring have been excellent 
and his first crop Down Under has already seen winners 
in both Australia and New Zealand.

“I think we’ll have to speak to David James at Empire and 
book all our mares in to him for next season,” quipped 
Anne.

Im Cushty was the Rosatis’ only purchase on the day, but 
it was one of four lots that exceeded $200,000.

Lot 122
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Jean Feiss purchased Georgias Bettor, a Bettor’s 
Delight colt offered by Cambridge’s John Taylor, 
$200,000.

And Lincoln Farms’ John Street was active again, 
spending nearly $600,000 on six lots, including two 
Bettor’s Delight colts that went for $210,000 and 
$200,000 each.

Stonewall Stud continued on their expansion plans 
with Steve Stockman, Jill Stockman and trainer 
Steve Telfer signing for 11 lots at a cost of nearly 
$600,000 too.

Among their buys was Jesse Duke’s full brother for 
$115,000.

Woodlands Stud had a watershed sale once 
again, selling 36 of 38 lots to accrue the highest 
aggregate among vendors at $1,648,500.

Amongst the trotters, Greg Hope signed for a 
Muscle Hill brother to Tailored Elegance on behalf 
of buyer Ian Dobson, who went to $90,000.

There were plenty of Australian buyers in action, 
including Perth’s Albert Walmsley, Greg and 
Sky Bond and Jim and Wilma Giumelli and 
Queensland’s Dean Shannon.

Champagne flowed after Southern bred stock 
conquered all at the NZB National Standardbred 
yearling sales for the second consecutive year 
when a filly by Bettor’s Delight from Pemberton 
Shard fetched $280,000 yesterday.

That result saw Invercargill breeders Mark and 
Debbie Smith lead the Christchurch pacing sale 
twice in a row after they shared top honours with 
Otautau breeders Dave and Dawn Kennedy, last 
year. 

The Smiths beat out all other vendors thanks to 
their smart former race mare, Pemberton Shard, 
leaving a striking bay filly, named Moet Shard, 

Jonny Turner

MOET FLOWS 
FOR SHARD 
FARM AND SBSR

who caught the eye of Canterbury farmer, Graham 
McClintock. 

The natural thing to do for Moet Shard’s breeders and 
new owner to do was to celebrate their sale by toasting 
with the champagne she was named after.

Those celebrations could have started only seconds after 
the Smiths’ yearling entered the ring and bidders started 
fighting to take Moet Shard home. 

The filly was so popular she reached her reserve with her 
first bid.

“Normally you set a reserve and you hope for the best, but 
for her to get it straight away was just incredible,” Mark 
Smith said. 

“We couldn’t believe it.”

The Smiths watched on as former Southlander, Tony 
Barron, and his partners notched a $280,000 sale on 
Tuesday at the Christchurch trotting sale. 

Little did they know they would be in the same position 
less than 24 hours later. 

“We were very appreciative with what Tony Barron did 
yesterday with his trotting yearling out of Queen Kenny,” 
Smith said. 

“We went over and congratulated him straight away, 
because we know exactly how hard it can be and what 
an amazing result it was.”

“We never would have dreamt we would have been in the 
same position a day later.”  

The Smiths were hopeful they would fetch a solid price 
after leading vet Canterbury vet Lindsay Colwell inspected 
their filly. 

Moët Shard
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“Lindsay told us she was on a lot of the big buyers 
list, so that gave us a bit of confidence that she 
might go for good money,” Smith said. 

The Smiths were quick to thank their staff for 
helping them sell the highest priced pacing 
yearling in Christchurch for the second time. 

“Our staff at home at Shard Farm and the couple 
of girls from Canterbury that helped us were just 
amazing,” Smith said. 

“Without them it just wouldn’t be possible.”

Moët Shard helped McClintock, a Cheviot farmer, 
dive head first in to the sales arena. 

His mammoth outlay was his first for a horse at a 
yearling sale. 

Moet Shard headed another outstanding year for 
yearlings offered by Southland breeders. 

Winton’s Todd and Fleur Anderson fetched 
$220,000 for a Bettor’s Delight colt from star 
former racemare Beaudiene Bad Babe from West 
Australian buyers. 

Southern breds completed a trifecta at the top end 
of yesterday’s pacing sale when Winton breeders 
John and Katrina Price sold a Bettor’s Delight colt 
from Democrat Party to Canterbury trainer Cran 
Dalgety for $210,000.

The outstanding yearling tied for third place with 
another Bettor’s Delight colt – a close relation 
to recent Interdominion pacing winner Ultimate 
Machete.

The Smiths and Prices are part of the Southern Bred 
Southern Reared organisation, which Mark Smith chairs.

The group have an outstanding record of success at 
the national yearling sales and are determined to see it 
continue. 

“As a group we had some outstanding results,” Smith said. 

“We will just keep attacking, we will be back next year and 
we will try and make it even bigger and better.”

The four yearlings to break the $200,000 barrier helped 
the Christchurch pacing sale aggregate reach $6,479,500 
from 149 yearlings sold. 

Those yearlings sold at an average of $43,487 and at a 
clearance rate of 78%.

36 trotting yearlings sold in Christchurch on Tuesday for 
an aggregate of $1,281,750. 

The average was $34,642 and clearance rate was 79%. 

The Christchurch sales ring was set alight and an 
Australasian record for a trotting yearling was smashed 
when a colt by Love You from Queen Kenny sold for the 
mammoth price of $280,000 on Monday.

West Melton vendor and preparer Tony Barron admitted 
hours after the sale he was still astonished that his 
stunning chestnut from his former nine race winning mare 
burst through the $250,000 barrier before being knocked 
down to bloodstock agent Peter Lagan.

“To be honest, it still doesn’t seem real,” Barron said.

“We are absolutely thrilled, we were hoping he would go 
for nice money because he is a lovely colt, but we couldn’t 
have dreamed of that price.”

Lagan was acting for powerhouse New South Wales 
owners Emilio and Mary Rosati when signing for the colt.

The Rosatis know all about the premium genetics that 
flow through the veins of their new purchase.

Jonny Turner

RECORD SMASHED 
AT TROTTING SALE

Mark and Debbie Smith



24

Their Love You colt’s dam, Queen Kenny, was bred 
by Phil and Bev Williamson of Oamaru and is from 
the family of outstanding producers Frances Jay 
Bee and her champion daughter One Over Kenny.

The Rosatis purchased the highest price trotting 
yearling from Christchurch two years ago in 
Ultimate Stride – a Love You colt from One Over 
Kenny.

They sent him to Phil Williamson’s Oamaru stable 
and have already tasted Group 1 success.

The couple have the same path in mind of this 
year’s sales topper, who will also join Williamson.

Barron could not have hoped his yearling could 
have found a better home.

“It is the perfect result,” he said.

“The horse will get every opportunity there and the 
association we have had with the Williamson family 
makes it the ultimate result.”

Barron purchased Queen Kenny from the 
Williamsons after the mare caught his eye in a 
maiden race at Wyndham in 2014.

The horseman was training at his long time base 
in Makarewa and had a team entered at the 
meeting.  

“I watched her run second at Wyndham one day 
and I asked Phil if that maiden trotter was for sale,” 
Barron said.

“He said she was but, I want a bit for her.”

“The deal was done in four days and then Phil 
brought her down to Waikouaiti for me and she 
won by four lengths.”

Barron owns Queen Kenny with his wife, Cheryl, 
and Southland breeder-owner Gordon ‘Boof’ 
McKenzie, of Colac Bay.

Their sales topping colt is named King Cabbl.

Cabbl is an acronym combining the first letter of 
the christian names of McKenzie’s grandchildren.

McKenzie and the Barrons have two full relations to 
their sale topper.

Queen Kenny’s Love You 2yr-old, Queen Elida, will 
have her first start at Addington on Thursday night 
in Barron’s colours.

Queen Kenny missed to Father Patrick last breeding 
season before getting in foal again to Love You and 
having a filly in the spring.

Both Queen Elida and Queen Kenny’s foal are not for sale.

Barron added sales topping breeder and preparer on 
his extensive harness racing CV alongside winning driver, 
trainer and owner.

The horseman has built his breeding operation from 
humble beginnings while solely training horses for a living, 
to become a successful commercial breeder with a high 
class band of broodmares.

“It didn’t happen overnight, it built its way up over the last 
ten years or so after I started with a couple of mares from 
Bruce Francis.”

Love You - Queen Kenny $280,000 colt



Most in attendance at the Karaka yearling sale 
on Monday probably didn’t realise that American 
racing royalty was roaming the grounds among 
them.

Ron Burke, who recently became the first man to 
train 10,000 winners in North America and is best 
known as the former trainer of Sweet Lou, is in 
New Zealand for the best part of three weeks on a 
working holiday.

Burke was a guest of Christchurch trainer Cran 
Dalgety, who trains a handful of Sweet Lou 
progeny for Burke and the sire’s owner, Larry Karr, 
including handy three-year-old, Im A Gigolo.

Burke went to $35,000 to secure Mitsi Gaynor, a 
Sweet Lou filly out of a Bettor’s Delight daughter of 
former Filly of the Year, Copper Beach.

He’s also taking a share in Dalgety’s $80,000 colt, 
Casino Action, a Bettor’s Delight from the family of 
Christen Me out of the Woodlands Stud draft.

“We got that one that my group bought and we’re 
going to buy in to one of Cran’s, too,” Burke told 
HRNZ.

“We lost out on another Bettor’s Delight and I wish 
we’d gone to a little bit more but, whatever, it is 
what it is.”

Burke’s operation dwarfs anything that exists 
Down Under, its sheer size and scale daunting to 
even think about.

“We have 300 on the books and there’s probably 
28 or 29 assistant trainers under me.

“But I’m still in charge of everything.

“Each barn has a head guy, but I know every day 
what every single horse is doing.

“People think it’s running on auto pilot. No, not the 
case.

“But, you’ve got to love it and I do, and my guys do 
as well.

Garrick Knight

USA’S ‘MR 10,000’ 
GOES SHOPPING  
AT KARAKA

“Every barn has a guy that could easily do it on their own, 
I just thank God that they’re with me and we’re doing it 
together.”

With an operation that size, it’s safe to say Burke doesn’t 
get away all that often.

“It’s tough now, even being away for 19 days, which is the 
longest I’ve ever been away from the stable.

“But it’s very nice here; a different atmosphere than the 
American sales.

“A little bit quieter but easier to understand. I liked it.

“And you don’t tire out as much as the American sales. 
They’re a little more high pressure and intense.”

Burke will leave his yearling colt with Dalgety at West 
Melton.

“We’re trying to support Sweet Lou here and everything, 
you know.

“Cran we really like and are happy with how everything’s 
gone that way.

“I’d also like to try and buy a couple of racehorses to take 
home.

“A couple of high-end horses for Yonkers, The 
Meadowlands, places like that.

“So, hopefully we can get something done.”

Buying up-and-going horses from New Zealand is not 
something Burke has done often.

“The thing is, I really wanted to do it myself.

“I’m very particular and like my kinds of horses. That’s not 
necessarily the best horses; they’re just the horses that fit 
me best.”

“I’m a little bit different to everybody else but horses that 
suit other people don’t suit me and some horses don’t suit 
other people that do suit me.

“I’m just lucky I get supported real well with people behind 
me like Larry Karr and Mark Weaver

“That makes it so much easier.

“It’s not hard to be a good trainer when you get a good 
horse.”
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