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Belle Of Montana confirmed her billing as New Zealand’s 
top race mare with an effortless win in the $100,000 
Group 1 Queen of Hearts on Saturday night.

Driver Zachary Butcher had a relatively easy task once he 
found the front early on in the race, his mare’s clear class 
edge meaning opposing drivers were simply unwilling to 
challenge him.

As a result, the race was run in a relatively sedate 2.40.7, 
but punishing finals splits of 55.2 and 26.5 gave her the 
upper hand.

Trainer Barry Purdon said post-race that the Auckland 
Cup in just over two weeks’ time was off the table, but 
she might get a wee ‘taster’ against the boys early next 
month.

“There’s a rating 50 and faster programmed for Auckland 
Cup night, but I’m nut sure what sort of field that will be.

“Maybe we’ll go to the mile at Cambridge the week after. 
We’ll see.”

After that, it’s off to Aussie to tackle two key Group 1 races 
across the ditch.

“There’s a nice race in Melbourne at the start of February, 
the Ladyship Cup. I’d like to target that and then possibly 
the Ladyship Mile at Menangle.”

There are firm plans to tackle the open class ranks next 
season with the daughter of Bettor’s Delight.

“Next year she’ll be five and I really think we’ve got to 
have a go at the really big races like the (NZ) Cup.

“But for now, she’s only four and there are some good 
race against her own sex.

“We can space them out a bit and look after her.”

On hand to receive the trophy was Belle Of Montana’s 
Queensland owner, Dean Shannon, a self-made business 
tycoon with a real love of the horses.

“I’ve had seven or eight businesses over the years that I 
built up and sold.”

He’s had a longstanding relationship with Brisbane 
horseman Darrell Graham, who was also on course to 
celebrate, but Shannon decided to team up with Purdon 
two-and-a-half years ago, a move he’s never regretted.

Garrick Knight

BELLE THE QUEEN 
OF THE PARK
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“I’ve bought horses from the sales for the last 20-
odd years.

“I decided I’d like to race a few here so I went to the 
sale and bought four, then I just needed a trainer to 
leave them with.

“I went and saw Barry and asked if he had any 
room for these horses that I’ve just bought and he 
was more than happy to.

“I’d met Barry and (wife) Katrina a few times over 
the years and they are really lovely people. And of 
course, he’s just an awesome trainer.

“Couldn’t be happier with my decision.

“And now I’m fully engaged in New Zealand racing. 
I’m watching it every weekend and know all the 
horses.”

Belle Of Montana, Shannon humbly concedes, 
was one he picked out on his own from the sale 
catalogue.

“She was on my short list and I came over and saw 
her in the flesh.

“I always spend a couple of days looking at all the 
horses I like and get the vets to go over them

“In my system that I use, she actually rated a nine 
out of 10.

“Being a three-quarter sister to Carabella I thought 
I’d have to pay $100,000 for her.

“So, I was stunned when I got her for $40,000 or $50,000, I 
can’t remember exactly how much.

“She was my top pick of the sale.”

Any while the other three Shannon bought in that first 
crop have ended up in Queensland with Graham, Belle 
Of Montana won’t be following suit.

“One hundred percent, she will be staying with Barry for 
good.

“She’s not going anywhere.”

Except, most likely, back to the winner’s circle.

Belle of Montana

With the Trevor Casey breed riding high after Winterfell’s 
Inter Dominion triumph it looks like being more of the 
same judging by the promise of La Reina Del Sur and 
Mexicana who will probably trial again on Monday at 
Rangiora.

They are respectively from two previous Casey track stars, 
Escapee and Pocaro and the former is by first season sire 
Father Patrick whose progeny both here and the US are 
attracting a lot of attention. She is also his first trial winner 
in New Zealand.

Escapee has another foal by Father Patrick and served 
by Muscle Hill. She was an outstanding young trotter if 
a little excitable, winning the NZ and Northern Trotting 
Derby, beating males of the quality of Stent, also owned 
by Trevor, as well as the NZ Trotting Oaks and twice being 
runner-up in Harness Jewels events. She also won two 
good races in Australia. Escapee took on the top all aged 
horses when a youngster and it would be fair to say only 
some temperamental issues prevented her from being a 
star as an older horse.

La Reina Del Sur is the more in the news of the two 
youngsters at the moment as Escapee is a half-sister 
by Sundon to current Inter Dominion trotting champion 
Winterfell. So this time we will concentrate on her.

David McCarthy | C/O All Stars Website

CASEY “TWINS” 
SHAPING THE 
RIGHT WAY 
(PART ONE)
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Winterfell after winning Interdominion Trotting Final

You always need a bit of luck in the breeding game 
but maybe it was more than that when Trevor 
made the decision to sell Winterfell’s dam, Una 
Bromac, at auction while retaining her latest foal 
who turned out to be the Inter Dom hero.

Escapee had been her second foal. The first, 
Harley, had failed to win for Philippa Wakelin 
and Stephen Noble and the fourth Needle, by 
Mexicana’s sire, Muscle Mass, won three at three 
and was sold in Australia. Since Una Bromac’s sale 
Caligula ran 1.56 in Australia and won some age 
group races in small fields.

“I just had too many horses and every year I 
seemed to get more fillies than colts and it all 
added up to having to cut back,” Trevor recalls. 

His timing, it seems, was excellent in this case. But even 
Trevor wonders how it came about that Una Bromac was 
a trotter when she had no right to be and how he came to 
race her.

“I said to Bruce Negus who was training for us then I 
wouldn’t mind buying a promising pacer. He replied 
that he didn’t have one of those available but he had a 
promising trotter and I went ahead and bought a share 
and later took her over.”

Una Bromac ran 4th in a Trotting Derby and won the 
Graphic Stakes (G2) when trained by Leanne Edwards 
in the north, beating Martina H. It is not an outstanding 
record but it is well above any other trotting performer by 
Live or Die. All of her foals have trotted.

Stock by Live or Die have chalked up over 28,000 starts so 
far but only 386 of them were by trotters. Of his 2521 live 
foals only eight appear to have won trotting races, most 
of them small events being converted from pacing at an 
advanced age. Even Live the Dream who who has won 11 
races trotting had won 3 pacing previously.

In addition Una Bromac was from a pacing mare 
Universal Kim by Holmes Hanover from a Bo Scots Blue 
Chip mare, Kim Bromac, from a Boyden Hanover mare 
from a Bachelor Hanover mare. Boyden Hanover left 
the (very) odd trotter and a very good one in Indette 
while Bachelor Hanover, once described by an American 
observer as a pacer who wanted to trot, left several. 
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Kim Bromac did produce Ken Bromac who was 
converted to trotting by Clive Herbert as an eight 
year old and won several races in the north in the 
next two seasons. And one of Universal Kim’s many 
foals, most of them anonymous, was the dam in 
Australia of Ushaka Bromac who was a smart 
trotter. But it doesn’t add up to much evidence in 
favour of Una Bromac’s preference.

The key may well lie with an unlikely suspect. 
Holmes Hanover.

Holmes Hanover stock started in nearly 35,000 
races but only 685 of them were trots and of the 
$25m stakes earned by his foals less than $310,000 
was won in trotting races. 

Yet he figures in several of Live or Die’s trotting 
runners. Bonnie Harvest, whose 3rd dam was the 
fine pacing filly Harvest Gold, was one and Lexus 
Jaccka and The Peace Monkey were others. Ok 
don’t go looking in the Hall of Fame for any of those 
names but in all they account for 50 per cent of Live 
or Die’s trotters.

The clue may be in Holmes Hanover’s own 
pedigree. While most of his foals couldn’t trot in 
hiking boots, his 3rd dam Kimberley Rodney, did 
not have a drop of pacing blood in her veins and 
foaled Nevele Diamond, champion two year old 
trotter of 1973 and the runner up on points in he 
1974 Hambletonian. In fact Holmes Hanover’s 
granddam, Hope Diamond, was a result of the 
only occasion that Kimberley Rodney was bred to a 
pacing stallion. 

Father Patrick of course is an exciting prospect here 
now with his oldest crop two year olds. You can bet 
he won’t leave many pacers being about 200 per 
cent minimum, trotting bred. If you delve into his 
5th generation it is soaked in pedigrees of trotting 
legends. And the power of that pedigree showed in 
both his racing career (two Breeders Crowns) and 
his stunning start in the breeding shed. He had less 
than 30 foals in his first year here (44 in the US) but 
he is booked out on both sides of the Tasman this 
coming season and his sales success in the US has 
been notable.

However Trevor is a man who judges his horses on 
performance rather than hype and just now the 
reliable Majestic Son, sire of Winterfell and rising 
star stablemate, Enhance Your Calm raced by 
Danny Zavitsanos, means the proof will be in the 
pudding for Father Patrick. 

But it looks like a nice big rich Xmas one on events 
so far.

SHORT SNIPPETS

ATTENTION ALL BREEDERS

Application forms to register this season’s foals were 
posted out late November to the person who according to 
our records is the first named owner or lessee of any mare 
for which there is a 2018/2019 service record.

If you have not received an application form and believe 
you should have please contact this office.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Following industry feedback the Board of Harness Racing 
New Zealand has approved an amended due date for 
lodging and payment of foal registrations.

The new due date is now 1 April 2020 (not 1 March as 
printed on the form)

Remember the cost of registration is $195 per foal if 
application and payment is made by 1 April 2020.

The form should be lodged and paid for by the due date 
even if you do not have all of the required details.

In this way breeders will avoid the imposition of late fees.

RITA ANNOUNCES EXECUTIVE CHAIR

Dean  McKenzie will take up the position of Executive 
Chair of the Racing Industry Transition Agency (RITA) from 
January until June 2020, to support the passing of the 
Racing Industry Bill which will see RITA transform into TAB 
NZ.

Mr McKenzie steps into the role following the resignation 
of Chief Executive John Allen who departs RITA on 
December 20.

His appointment to Executive Chair will ensure RITA 
maintains the momentum of significant urgent reform 
required to revitalise racing, while providing continuity 
and stability in the management of the day to day 
activities of the TAB. 

The role is an extension of the responsibilities Mr 
McKenzie has undertaken since he was appointed Chair 
of RITA in July 2019.
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QUALITY IN FOAL 
BROODMARES  & 
WEANLINGS FOR 
SALE
The NZSBA currently has 
multiple listings of 
well-bred mares for sale/
lease/free.

To find out more information 
and to see what is available, 
please click here.

This will direct you to our 
website, and then click the 
For Sale/Lease heading in the 
navigation bar.
 

To ensure the continued, efficient delivery of 
the day to day running of the TAB, RITA Chief 
Operating Officer Stephen Henry will take on 
additional operational responsibilities until the end 
of June.

RITA will advertise for the role of CEO TAB NZ 
immediately and aims to have a new permanent 
appointment in place by 1 July 2020. 

Mr McKenzie will not be a candidate for the role.

CAPTAINTREACHEROUS FIRST 
WINNER IN NZ

Top pacer and stallion, Captaintreacherous, has 
sired his first winner in New Zealand

Captaintreacherous, the former outstanding 
American harness racing colt pacer and the 
leading juvenile sire in North America with his 
first two crops, was represented by his first ‘down 
under’ winner in the two-year-old colt It’s All About 
Faith.

A member of the Mark Purdon and Natalie 
Rasmussen barn, the colt led most of the way for 
driver Mark Purdon in the first heat of the Breckon 

Farms Young Guns in a slick 1:56.4 at Alexandra Park, 
Auckland on Friday night (Dec. 13).

It’s All About Faith, who was having his first start, clocked 
56.3 for the last and 28.3 for the final quarter.

Captaintreacherous had three runners in the nine-horse 
field in It’s All About Faith first, Platinum Stride fourth and 
Captain Nemo eighth.

It’s All About Faith is out of the Group 1 winning Christian 
Cullen mare Veste (1:57.1), who has left four winners - all 
inside 1:58 - from four starters, and is a member of the 
same maternal family as the dual New Zealand Cup 
winner Il Vicolo, Gotta Go Cullen and Stunin Cullen, all 
million dollar winners.

Captaintreacherous’s frozen semen is available in New 
Zealand and Australia through Empire Stallions in Victoria.

NZ BRED BIG GUNS ARE BACK

TWO of Australasia’s most decorated pacers – Tiger Tara 
and My Field Marshal – are right on target for Perth raids 
next month.

The star pair returned from spells in the free-for-all at 
Menangle last night (Saturday) and thrilled connections.
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My Field Marshal, first-up off a long break, 
especially delighted trainer Tim Butt when he 
stormed home from near last to finish second to 
Alta Orlando in a 1min54.2sec mile rate for 2300m.

The winner ran a 54.6sec last half and My Field 
Marshal was timed to run his in 53.8sec.

“He’s such a special horse to me and to have him 
back and go like that is so exciting,” Butt said. 

“We’re very keen on Perth, I’d say he’s 90 per cent 
going now. He thrived over there last year.

“He’ll go to the Shirley Turnbull at Bathurst on 
the 26th (of December), then we’ll make the final 
decision on Perth.”

Tiger Tara blasted off the gate from an outside 
draw to lead, dictated terms and seemed to just 
run out of condition late when overrun and a 
finishing third, 5.3m from the winner.

“He needed that. He’ll come on a lot from it,” trainer 
Kevin Pizzuto said. “We’re very keen on Perth.”

Alta Orlando continued his excellent form since 
coming across from NZ by leading, sitting on Tiger 
Tara and popping out a the top of the straight to 
win well.

GRICE QUINELLA

Canterbury breeders Keith and Bevan Grice 
may not be getting any younger, but like the two 
brothers their famed Janetta’s Pride breed shows 
no signs of slowing down.

On Wednesday night at Forbury Park they 
quinellad Race 8 as breeders with Jimmy Carter 
and Crusher Collins.

Jimmy Carter is out of former New Zealand two-
year-old trotter of the year Jo Anne, making him a 
half-brother to former New Zealand Trotting Derby 
winner, Doctor Mickey.

Crusher Collins is out former New Zealand Derby 
winner and Three-Year-Old Trotter of the year, 
Shirley Temple, a full sister to Jo Anne.

Both trotters were sired by The Pres, which is likely 
where the ever green Bevan drew his inspiration 
when naming the pair.

Jimmy Carter scorched to a track record for trotters 
stopping the clock in 2.46.9 for the 2200m. 

The 5yr-old trained by Phil Williamson for D Beckingsale 
and the Horsin Around syndicate and driven by Matthew 
Williamson lowered the mark of 2.47.6 set by Bobbins in 
2015.

FIRST NEW ZEALAND WINNER SIRED BY 
MASTER GLIDE

The stallion Master Glide was represented by his first 
New Zealand winner when Miss Jessica prevailed in the 
Equinox Restaurant Trot (2200m) at Forbury Park tonight. 

Miss Jessica, who was having her second start, is owned 
and trained at Makarewa (Southland) by Tim Robertson, 
who drove her. He has the 4yr-old mare out of Jessicas 
Credit leased with right of purchase from Wai Eyre Stud, 
North Canterbury, where Master Glide is in service. 
Master Glide (by Yankee Glide), who has sired several 
winners in the United States and another in Australia, is an 
unraced brother to Passionate Glide (1.52.2), winner of the 
Hambletonian Oaks and over $US2 million in stakes. 

“I had an email from Wai Eyre offering several horses to 
lease as yearlings and I chose this one as she was a half 
sister to Credit Master (nine wins) and her dam was an 
American mare,’’ said Robertson, who completed a busy 
day. 

He is a truck driver and began work yesterday at 4.30 
am, ending his shift at 1 pm , before he drove to Dunedin. 
“Steve (Lock) bought Miss Jessica to Dunedin for me,’’ said 
Robertson, who has seven horses in work.

WASHINGTON VC WINDING DOWN 

Southland’s longtime stallion, Washington VC, is in the 
twilight of his career and is serving a small book under 
very restricted terms this season. “We’ve capped him at 25 
mares, and they have to be local,” said Keith Norman of 
Bryleigh Stud. 

“His fertility is questionable and I don’t want to be 
responsible for owners paying to truck mares here when 
they might not get in foal. “A few weeks ago, someone 
from Canterbury wanted to send two mares down and I 
declined.” 

Norman also mention he is close to taking 
Themightysamson, a full brother by Washington VC to 
champion pacer, Themightyquinn, to the workouts. “I took 
him in to Wyndham to the other day and he ran a mile-
and-a-half in 3.26.”



 

  

PGG Wrightson Limited 
1 Robin Mann Place 
Christchurch Airport, Christchurch 8053 
PO Box 292, Christchurch 8140  
New Zealand 
Telephone +64 3 372 0890    
Facsimile +64 3 344 5195 
www.pggwrightson.co.nz 
 

 
 
20 December 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PGG Wrightson (PGW) have announced the closure of its Standardbred business.  
 
The Standardbred business was run by a small team that left PGW in 2018 and subsequently 
started up a Standardbred business within New Zealand Bloodstock in competition.  In the 
time since, PGW has reviewed the future and strategic fit of the Standardbred business and 
has determined that it is not core to our PGW Livestock Business Unit. 
  
The proposed South Island Yearling sale did not attract enough confirmed entries to warrant 
running a sale, and this has served to confirm the decision that PGW does not see the 
reestablishment of the business as a priority.  
 
PGW will honour all its existing sponsorship arrangements and commitments and these will 
be progressively wound up over the coming months. 
 
The PGW Standardbred business is currently operated by two loyal and dedicated staff 
members.  We will work with both to explore re-deployment options within PGW or potential 
redundancy. 
 
Any queries please contact: 
 
 
Peter Moore 
General Manager Livestock 
PGG Wrightson Ltd 
 
Peter.moore@pggwrightson.co.nz 
021 526 747 
 

mailto:Peter.moore%40pggwrightson.co.nz?subject=
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ONE OVA DA MOON ON A MISSION

One Over Da Moon has been struggling to get 
much support at stud, but he could hardly be 
doing much more than his results on the track. The 
well-performed son of Majestic Son and One Over 
Kenny has just two foals of racing age which are 
now four-year-olds and in recent weeks, Da Moons 
Mission became his second winner and remains 
unbeaten in two trials and two races for Westwood 
Beach trainer Graeme Anderson. 

One Over Da Moon made an immediate 
impression when One Apollo won the Yearling 
Sales 2yo Trot at Addington last year, and last 
season he won a Gold Chip Final and Super Final 
at Winton, earning almost $80,000 to date. Da 
Moons Mission and One Apollo were both bred 
by Lex and Heather Williams when One Over Da 
Moon was having as good break, following a 
three-year-old campaign in Australia where he 
won the Holmfield. 

Two seasons later he stood commercially at Ohoka 
while still racing and got 14 mares for 11 foals, about 
half of them bred by the Williams and now aged 
two. “We’ve got two fillies from that crop and they 
both look like making two-year-olds,” said Lex. 

“One is from (the Muscles Yankee mare) Leith Ellen 
and is being jogged up for Robbie Holmes, while 
the other is from as mare we leased in Eyrewell 
Pegasus (8 wins) and is with Brent White. “One 
Over Da Moon has since produced a yearling and 
three foals as a result of frozen semen while still 
racing and he stood this season at Wai Eyre. “Last I 
heard he had about a dozen mares.”

Well-bred 4-year-old Otago pacer, Diego, who 
was raised by an equestrian mare a day after 
he was born, won his second race in 12 starts 
(five placings) at Addington Raceway on Friday 
(December 13).

Duane Ranger

BIG WEEKEND 
FOR BROWN’S

Wingatui breeders and owners, Syd and Shona Brown, 
were gutted to lose Christian Cullen mare, Sakura, as a 
racehorse in November 2010, but were devastated to lose 
her soon after giving birth to Diego in late 2015.

“We watched the race and were delighted. Jonny (Cox 
trainer-driver) said he wouldn’t have blown a match out 
after race. He didn’t even had to pull the plugs. 

“That was very pleasing, because we thought the mare 
might leave us a few winners after we retired her not long 
after she turned four. Sadly she cracked a pedal bone 
and that’s when we pulled the plug on her racing career.

“Thankfully we got three foals, and then Diego (by Bettor’s 
Delight) out of her before she died. You could say Diego 
might not be the horse he is today had he not latched 
onto an eventing Mum, who just lost her foal,” Brown said.

But all was not completely lost back then for the Browns.

While tragedy struck them with the death of Sakura on 
December 7, – three days later at Addington Raceway 
the Brown owned and bred Field Marshall was kicked 
their heads in at $1.40 win odds. He repeated the dose at 
Ashburton on Boxing Day of that year, this time paying a 
paltry $1.40.

That son of brilliant multiple Group One winning mare, 
Foreal, finished runner-up again at Menangle on 
Saturday (December 14). That was his second run after 
back since March 2.

“They all go back to my foundation mare, Omylight. 
She was a 1960 Light Brigade pacer, who  I bought for 
2,200 guineas 54 years ago. That makes Diego a sixth 
generation son of Omylight,” Brown said.

He explained that Foreal is a fifth generation daughter 
of Omylight. Her second foal - Field Marshall, has so far 
been her most successful, also winning Group races for 
the Browns and their now Australian-based trainer Tim 
Butt. 

All-up the 8-year-old son of Art Major has now won 
26 races, banked $1.3 million, and paced an all-timers 
Australasian  1:46.9 mile.

He races under the name My Field Marshall in Australia.

Brown said Foreal had just left her eighth foal, a Captain 
Treacherous colt, and would be returning o the stallion 
shortly.

Foreal’s first foal, a 6yo Christian Cullen - Madiba Magic 
mare sold at the Australasian Classic Yearling Sales in 2011 
for $80,000.



10

Foreal is out of the 1985 five-win El Patron – Deidre 
Ann mare Krystal. The late Sakura, who only 
placed in one of her three starts, is a great grand-
daughter of the 1977 Lordship mare, Deidre Ann.

Brown said her progeny would be seen at various 
stables throughout New , including 2-year-old 
Captain Treacherous filly, Chabalis, who is being 
trained by Tony Herlihy (MNZM) at Ardmore.

As for Sakura, Diego still has some work to do to 
become the best of her progeny.

“Her first foal, a Bettor’s Delight colt named 
Bushido won four races here and three so far in 
Australia under the name Mister Bushido

“He’s with Gary Hall in Australia,” Brown said.

Her next foal, The Bachelor (by Art Major) won in 
New Zealand and eight more in Australia.

“We just sold him last week. He will race at 
Menangle. He was a nice big horse who ran a 1:52 
mile over there.”

Brown said the foal before Diego, the now 5-year-
old Washington V C mare, Chieko, was like her 
Mum.

“She was a beautiful pacer, who lacked a bit of 
speed. We qualified her but never raced her. She is 
about to leave her first Rock N Roll Heaven foal any 
day.

“Now that Sakura has gone I feel good knowing her 
daughter is breeding on,” Brown said.

He said the family had possessed a lot of speed 
over the years, and he was grateful for that.

“Right from day one that has been a key element 
and that speed has developed over the years. 
Field Marshall is the quickest horse Down under at 
present, and Shona I are very proud of that.

“He’s just on the way back too which is exciting. 
However,  there’s several others racing or about 
to race. We are very proud of Diego and hope 
he goes on with it,” 72-year-old Mosgiel property 
developer said.

Amazing Dream’s half-length victory in the Group One 
$100,000 Caduceus Club Stakes for 3yo fillies at Alexandra 
Park last Friday night (December 14) kind of made up for 
losing her full sister earlier in the month.

“She’s a very classy filly – right up with Western Dream, 
who won her big races as a late 3-year-old. The family 
has been so good to us. That’s the second horse from 
Christian Dreamer that Jean Feiss (Melbourne) has 
bought off us,” said Vin Devery.

The Invercargill horseman and breeder, watched the race 
from his Invercargill home. He described the Mark Purdon 
and Natalie Rasmussen trained Amazing Dream as one of 
the best fillies he had bred.

“She’s a class act all right. Jean also paid $55,000 for the 
first foal out of the mare. He was another Bettor’s Delight 
colt named Chase The Dream. He won half a million here 
before Jean sold him to the United States earlier this year, 
where he’s won another seven or eight more races.

“Jean paid $77,000 for this one (Amazing Dream), but 
Christian Dreamer’s 2015 Art Major colt named Dream 
Major fetched the most. Barry Purdon paid $120,000 for 
him, but sadly he broke down and has done the same in 
recent times for another trainer,” Devery said.

He said Christian Dreamer (by Christian Cullen) had 
potential as a racehorse, but the day she qualified he 
ripped her shoes off her.

“She had a bit of ability, but nothing between the ears, 
and I thought she would make a better broodmare than 
racehorse. That proved to be a good decision.

“Her mother, Dream Atom (by Soky’s Atom), won six races 
and more than $100,000. I’ve had the family a long time 
(several generations) and I thought it might produce a 
few good ones. Sure enough!” the 73-year-old breeder 
said.

“I’ve bred from the family for more than half a century 
going back to my foundation mare, the 1970 Johnny Globe 
four-win pacer, Facetious.

Duane Ranger

CLASSY FAMILY 
DELIVERS AGAIN 
FOR DEVERY’S
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‘I leased Facetious’s dam (1960 Fallacy mare) 
Fallacy Queen off ‘Baggy’ Booth at Nightcaps and 
got the first foal which was Facetious.

“I then bred from Facetious’ first foal, which was 
Ravinalan. She left 10 foals (between 1981 and 1992. 
She only missed  once in all those years.

“We’ve had some really nice horse s from the family 
over the decades. Arveeae (1981 Lumber Dream – 
Facetious gelding) won the 1984 Sires Stakes Final.

“Western Cullen (2008 Christian Cullen – Western 
Dream gelding) and Chase The Dream (2012 
Bettor’s Delight – Christian Dreamer entire) both 
won more than $500,000,” Devery said.

He said Christian Dreamer had left six foals before 
losing her Bettor’s Delight filly this month.

“She will go back to that stallion again this season. 
I’ve also got an Art Major yearling colt named 
Dream Maker who is in his box right now. He will 
go to the Christchurch Yearling Sales next year.

“The mare has also left a 2-year-old Bettor’s 
Delight colt, who couldn’t go through the sales 
because of Thyroid problems. He’s since been vet 
tested and there’s nothing wrong with him.

“I’m training him and he’s not far from trialling and 
qualifying. He’s the only horse I’ve got in work,” 
Devery said.

He said Amazing Dream was the only filly out of 
the family, and he hoped Feiss would breed on 
from her one day.

“It would be great to see this sector of the family go 
on and kick more goals. We are hoping the mare 
leaves us another filly next time – but if she doesn’t 
we’ve still got plenty of off-spring from other 
branches of the family to breed from,” he said.

Devery said he enjoyed breeding and selling 
standardbreds. 

“I’ve bred horses for most of my life and still love it. 
Good ones like Honkin Vision and Western Dream 
have fuelled the fire. There’s nothing like that 
winning feeling,” he said.

Devery said Western Dream (by Badlands 
Hanover) was the fourth of 12 foals out of the 
six-win NZ Sires Stakes 2yo and 3yo (1994 & 1995) 
champion, Dreamy Atom ($108,810).

She was a multiple Group winning mare, who 
won 14 races and more than $300,000 between 
February 2005 and May 2007.

“There’s nothing like producing winners, but at the same 
time it was crushing to lose that Bettor’s Delight filly 
the other day. She was a full sister to some good ones, 
including Amazing Dream. Who knows what she could 
have turned out like?” Devery said.

Haras des Trotteurs Principal Pat Driscoll is delighted 
with Australasian Harness Racing Breeders response to 
the stud’s shuttled international stallion Volstead and is 
particularly proud to be also exporting his frozen semen 
from Australia to Europe, which is a first for a trotting 
stallion Down Under.

Volstead ‘s semen has been frozen at Haras des Trotteurs, 
quarantine stud facilities at Ballarat for export to Europe 
to meet demand there, before  the stallion returns to the 
US in late January. And the stallion’s excellent fertility has 
contributed to outstanding freezing results.

Hopefully other studs can follow this practise said Driscoll, 
which has now overcome one of the biggest obstacles to 
shuttling top class trotting stallions Down Under.

“Due to our relatively smaller books (for trotting stallions) 
we can fit in freezing of the stallion semen during the 
season, thus enabling the stallion to be available for the 
lucrative European market and therefore allowing the US 
to concentrate on the stallion’s market on their return to 
North America.

“It also turns the New Zealand/Australia quarantine 
requirements from a negative into a positive.”

Driscoll also acknowledged the excellent work of Dr Sarah 
Gray in this area and also paid tribute to the fine work 
currently being undertaken by the many top Specialist 
Equine vets and technicians in Australasia.

Driscoll also paid tribute to the tireless work done by 
Geoff and Lorraine Barnes for the facilitation of the 
semen transport between the two countries, often under 
very difficult and trying circumstances.

SPECTACULAR 
BREEDERS 
SUPPORT FOR 
VOLSTEAD
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Volstead, the Group One winning son of Cantab 
Hall has proven very popular with breeders, 
especially those looking for the same sireline as 
Father Patrick in a chilled option.

Breeders include Duncan McPherson of Aldebaran 
Park who has sent Sundonna (the dam of Maori 
Time) among a quartet of richly bred mares, while 
renowned French breeder Jean Dubois, has sent his 
Group winning mare My Tribeca to Volstead’s court.

In New Zealand, Dave and Catherine Butt’s five 
time Group One winner Habibti, was recently 
served by Volstead while the breeder of the new 
Interdominion Champion Winterfell, Trevor Casey 
has sent a handful of mares to the stallion including 
four time Group One winner Arya and last season’s 
Breeders Crown winner Show Gait while the 
half-sister to Stent and Arya, Rae Galleon and her 
daughter nine win mare Daenerys Stormborn were 
also bred, the latter in Australia.

Also in Australia, the former Casey bred Needle, 
the half-sister to Inderdominion champion 
Winterfell was also served by Volstead as was 
the dam of Great Southern Star winner Sparkling 
Success, Diamond Insitu.

Other top Australian producers served by Volstead 
include Karaka Tooth, the dam of star trotter Red 
Hot Tooth, as was the dam of multiple Group 1 
winner Fabrication, Figment and Group 1 winner 
Aldebaran Eve’s dam Aldebaran Dream, Group 1 
winner Right Interest (dam of 4 winners incl Group 
1 winner Aimforthemoon), multiple Group winner 
Maorisfavouritesun’s dam Maori Daunou, 15 win 
Group placed mare Prettylilangeleyes, Group 3 
winner Natural, Group 1 placed Four Lillies, Group 
1 placed, 13 win mare Suelaurian and 8-win 
mare Brochel Bow were also served in Australia.

Driscoll’s Yabby Dam Farms sent 
Group 2 Matriarch and La Coocaracha 
winner Arboe, Group winner Ima Bourbon Girl, 
Group placed Ballyronan and royally bred French 
mare Dream Island among the mares served by 
Volstead.

Back in New Zealand Volstead has served Group 3 
winner Princess Mackendon, I Got Rhythm a 7 win 
daughter of Allegro Agitato and Blue Jacket, the 
dam of Foot Tapper and Glenferrie Sunbird.

Greg and Nina Hope had The Earth Moved a 6 
win mare from the family of Monbet served by 
Volstead, while Colin Hair sent Lara Lass a Sundon, 
full sister to dam of Sundees Son, and Gemstone, 
the dam of rising star Woodstone.

Driscoll says that Volstead should serve more than 100 
mares between the two countries, and with their quality 
should get a very good start to his career.

Good afternoon, 

I wanted to write to you and your members on the back 
of the Racing Industry Bill which was introduced into 
Parliament earlier this month. Submissions are now 
being called for with the closing date being Tuesday, 
11 February. Information on the Bill and how to make a 
submission can be found on the Parliament website.

This Bill, the second of two pieces of legislation, is a 
significant milestone for racing which will help transition 
the racing industry into a financially sustainable future. 
It’s also a very comprehensive Bill, so much so that it 
proposes the repeal of the current Racing Act 2003 and 
the creation of a new Racing Act.   

The Bill proposes some fundamental changes for 
the industry, with three key policy areas in the Bill i.e. 
Governance of the Racing Industry, Betting and Property 
of Racing Clubs.

It establishes the TAB NZ as the sole betting provider 
for racing and sports in New Zealand, with a focus on 
maximising profits for the benefit of the New Zealand 
racing industry whilst having a strong regard for 
gambling harm minimisation. The Bill introduces a new 
mechanism that will allow the TAB to offer a broader 
range of betting products to increase revenue for 
the industry and requires the TAB NZ to apply to an 
independent body when changing or creating betting 
rules, requiring harm minimisation to be prioritised in any 
application.

It also proposes bringing the Racing Integrity Unit 
(RIU) and Judicial Control Authority (JCA) under one 
combined Board structure (the Racing Integrity 
Board) to ensure a more effective delivery of integrity 
services. The governance arrangements are based on 

Dean McKenzie | RITA Chair

RACING  
INDUSTRY  
BILL
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recommendations from a report by Mr Malcom 
Burgess MZNM which emphasised the need for an 
independent integrity body.

Giving the three codes greater responsibility for the 
administration of racing and governance of their 
industries is also captured. 

The Bill proposes TAB NZ has exclusive rights 
within New Zealand and Australia to all intellectual 
property associated with all racing betting 
information, racing betting system (or systems), and 
any audio or visual content derived from a New 
Zealand race. It also requires TAB NZ to establish a 
committee to manage the racing dates calendar 
and allocate betting licences.

Another critical area of reform identified in the 
Messara Review related to the consolidation of 
venues. The Bill introduces a suite of changes to 
resolve historic property issues and fairly address 
the current venue footprint and future industry 
requirements. 

The intent behind the venue provisions in the Bill is 
that industry assets should continue to provide long 
term benefit for racing. Ultimately the industry will 
decide if a venue is surplus for racing, and this will 
be done under a yet to be finalised, transparent, 
evaluation process. This will provide protection to 
clubs to ensure venue reviews are conducted in 
a transparent process based on the principles of 
natural justice. Only if the code and the club can’t 
reach agreement do the fall-back provisions of 
the Bill come into play. These provisions will enable 
the industry to address an issue that has proved 
impossible to resolve for generations.

Fundamentally, the process lays down a framework 
to ensure everyone will have the right to be treated 
fairly, and have their voice genuinely heard and 
considered. While the codes have been given 
broader powers in the Bill, there’s important checks 
and balances proposed to ensure the interests of 
clubs are adequately considered. This includes two 
new requirements that codes must follow when 
carrying out their functions. Codes will be required 
to comply with the rules of natural justice (this has 
a specific legal meaning covering the rule against 
bias and the right to a fair hearing) and exhibit 
a sense of social responsibility by having regard 
to the interests of the community in which they 
operate. The other venue proposals in the Bill are 
intended to be used as a last resort, should the 
industry not be able to agree. 

Next Steps 

The Board strongly believes that we won’t have another 
opportunity beyond this Bill to get the reform the industry 
desperately needs. However, your views are important, 
and we will be listening. 

We encourage you all to take the time to consider the Bill 
carefully and make a submission to the Select Committee. 
We will be getting around the industry next month to hear 
your thoughts on the Bill, while also taking the opportunity 
to update you on the performance of the TAB.

The Board will be at a number of race meetings and 
events next month and we’ll also hold a number of public 
forums and conference calls which we welcome your 
attendance at. These include:  

21 January @5pm - Awapuni Racing Centre, Palmerston 
North

22 January @6pm - Ascot Park Racecourse, Invercargill

23 January @12pm - Cambridge Jockey Club

23 January @6pm -  Pukekohe Park

24 January @ 12pm - Addington Raceway & Events 
Centre, Christchurch

31 January - Regional Conference Calls (tbc)

We’ll provide further details of these events on rita.org.nz. 
In the interim, if you have any feedback on the proposed 
reforms, please send me your comments or questions to 
RITA News. 

Sincerely,

In his first start at Alexandra Park, NZB Standardbred 
graduate It’s All About Faith (Captaintreacherous) scored 
a brilliant victory on debut in Friday’s Heat 1 of the $23,000 
Breckon Farms Young Guns (1609m) race for two-year-
old pacers.

NZB Standardbred

IT’S ALL ABOUT 
FAITH EXCELS IN 
FIRST YOUNG GUNS 
FEATURE

https://www.rita.org.nz/
mailto:nzrb.news%40nzrb.co.nz?subject=
https://www.nzbstandardbred.co.nz/sales/2019-standardbed-yearling-sale-auckland/122
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The flag bearing Sale for New Zealand breeders,  
NZB Standardbred’s 2020 National Standardbred Yearling 
Sale is the showcase event of the season, featuring four  
action-packed days of inspections, parades and selling across 
two outstanding venues.

Hot on its heels, the All Aged Sale will present a variety 
of breeding, investment, and racing opportunity - 
with a diverse catalogue of broodmares, weanlings, 
yearlings and racing stock set to go under the 
hammer in both Christchurch and Auckland.

Stay connected with NZB Standardbred

AKL
16 & 17 FEBRUARY

AT KARAKA

Showcasing some of the very 
best yearlings New Zealand 

has to offer, join us at Karaka 
in 2020 to find your next 

harness champion.

CHC
18 & 19 FEBRUARY
AT CHRISTCHURCH

The action continues at the 
Canterbury Agriculture Park 

with the remainder of the 
very best trotting and pacing 

yearlings on offer. 

NATIONAL YEARLING SALE

CHC
17 APRIL

AT CHRISTCHURCH

The 2020 Christchurch 
session will feature a range 

of weanlings, yearlings, 
broodmares and mixed 

bloodstock. 

AKL
4 MAY

AT KARAKA

The Sale continues at Karaka 
with quality stock on offer. 
All weanlings and unbroken 
yearlings are eligible for the 

Harness Million Series.

ALL AGED SALE

All Weanlings and unbroken Yearlings offered 
at NZB’s Sales in 2020 are eligible for the  

NZB Standardbred Harness Million Series

2020
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SUPPORT OF OUR ASSOCIATION AND MEMBERS

Breeding a better future since 1992

It’s All About Faith marks the first ever New Zealand 
Bloodstock graduate winner, after undertaking the 
of selling standardbreds last year.

All Stars Racing Stables’ Mark Purdon and Natalie 
Rasmussen purchased the exciting racing prospect 
from the 2019 NZB Standardbred National Yearling 
Sale at Karaka. Sold through the draft of Breckon 
Farms, the Captaintreacherous colt was secured for 
$130,000 and is now raced by D & M Dunford.

NZB Standardbred produced the trifecta in 
Friday’s heat when It’s All About Faith, who won 
by 1 length, was followed closely behind by 
fellow graduates Krug (Bettor’s Delight) and First 
Class (Bettor’s Delight). Krug was purchased for 
$155,000 by Kentuckiana Lodge from the draft of 
Smolenski Stables, while First Class was purchased 
from the Rosedale Farm draft for $50,000 by the 
Kennard’s.

Over the forthcoming months, two-year-old colts, 
geldings and fillies compete in the Young Guns Series 
heats worth $25,000 each, with the Group One and Two 
finals held in March 2020 at the Auckland Cup meeting. 
Following the Young Guns Series, graduates will have their 
sights set on the lucrative NZB Harness Million Series, New 
Zealand Sires’ Stakes and Harness Jewels races. 

The 2020 National Standardbred Yearling Sale will be 
held over four days of sensational selling in Auckland at 
Karaka during the 16 & 17 of February and in Christchurch 
at Canterbury Agricultural Park on the 18 & 19 of February 
in 2020. 

View the full catalogue online here.
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